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Department  of  Commerce, 

Bureau  of  the  Census, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  June  9, 19 A7. 


Sir; 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  on  the  future  population  of  the  United  States.  Forecasts  of  the  popu¬ 
lation,  by  color,  nativity,  age,  and  sex,  are  presented,  by  5-year  time  intervals,  up  to  1975,  according  to 
various  combinations  of  assumptions  as  to  the  future  trends  of  fertility  and  mortality.  The  present  report 
is  a  revision  of  an  earlier  report,  Estimates  of  Future  Population  of  the  United  States,  1940-2000, 
which  was  prepared  for  the  National  Resources  Planning  Board  by  Warren  S.  Thompson  and  P.  K.  Whelpton 
of  the  Scripps  Foundation  for  Research  in  Population  Problems  and  published  in  August,  1943.  The  increas¬ 
ing  interest  in  matters  relating  to  population  growth  in  the  future  led  to  an  unexpected  demand  for  this 
earlier  report,  which  soon  exhausted  the  supply.  On  May  18, 1945,  the  Census  Committee  on  Demography 
recommended  that  the  Bureau  publish  revised  estimates  of  future  population,  utilizing  not  only  the  results 
of  the  1940  census  as  did  the  previous  report,  but  also  current  estimates  of  population  embodying  the 
changes  of  the  war  years. 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  these  revised  forecasts  have  been  prepared  during  a  period  of 
unusual  fluctuations  in  the  birth  rate  and  in  other  social  phenomena  affecting  population  growth.  Although 
accurate  judgment  concerning  the  implications  of  these  fluctuations  for  long  range  population  forecasts  will 
not  be  possible  for  a  number  of  years,  the  importance  of  information  concerning  prospective  population 
growth  is  so  great  that  it  has  seemed  to  justify  the  publication  of  estimates  which  may  later  require  modi¬ 
fication. 

The  author  of  this  report  is  Mr.  P.  K.  Whelpton,  Associate  Director  of  the  Scripps  Foundation  for 
Population  Research,  Miami  University,  who  was  assisted  by  Dr.  Hope  T.  Eldridge  and  Jacob  S.  Siegel, 
of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  The  preparation  of  the  report  and  of  the  statistical  materials  included  therein 
was  under  the  general  direction  of  Dr.  Leon  E.  Truesdell,  Chief  of  the  Population  Division;  Howard  G. 
Brunsman,  Assistant  Chief;  and  Dr.  Henry  S.  Shryock,  Jr.,  Chief,  Population  Statistics  Section. 

This  report  is  issued  under  the  authority  given  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  to  prepare  and  publish 
monographs  on  Census  subjects.  In  the  preparation  of  the  report,  extensive  use  was  made  of  the  statistical 
data  available  in  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  of  the  experience  of  the  Bureau’s  professional  staff.  How¬ 
ever,  the  opinions  and  conclusions  presented  in  the  text  of  the  report  are  the  opinions  and  conclusions  of 
the  author  and  should  not  necessarily  be  taken  to  represent  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

Respectfully, 


J.  C.  Capt, 

Director  of  the  Census. 

Hon.  W.  Averell  Harriman, 

Secretary  of  Commerce. 
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FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1945-1975 

CHAPTER  I 

INTRODUCTION 


Revision  of  earlier  estimates 

The  present  report  on  the  future  population  of  the 
United  States  is  a  revision  of  an  earlier  report, 
Estimates  of  Future  Population  of  the  United  States, 
1940-2000,  prepared  for  the  National  Resources 
Planning  Board  by  Warren  S.  Thompson  and  P.  K. 
Whelpton  of  the  Scripps  Foundation  for  Research 
in  Population  Problems,  Miami  University,  and  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Board  in  August,  1943P 

A  revision  of  the  previous  report  was  deemed 
advisable  regardless  of  whether  the  experience  of 
1940-45  indicated  serious  flaws  in  the  long-time  as¬ 
sumptions  made  earlier  regarding  fertility  and  mor¬ 
tality  trends.  Events  peculiar  to  the  war  years  have 
caused  the  population  to  change  in  size  and  com¬ 
position  in  a  somewhat  different  way  than  had  been 
anticipated  when  the  preceding  estimates  were  pre¬ 
pared  (in  the  latter  months  of  1942) .  For  example, 
those  projections  indicated  that  if  war  losses  were 
small  the  population  on  April  1,  1945,  would  be 
between  137,318,000  (assuming  low  fertility,  high 
mortality,  no  immigration)  and  137,738,000  (assum¬ 
ing  high  fertility,  low  mortality,  no  immigration). 
However,  in  spite  of  the  excess  mortality  of  200,000 
up  to  April  1,  1945,  resulting  from  the  war,  the 
population  on  the  latter  date  was  approximately 
139,254,000  (including  persons  in  the  armed  forces 
overseas) ,  or  about  1,516,000  above  the  highest  fore¬ 
cast.  Part  of  the  larger  increase  was  due  to  immi¬ 
gration  and  the  return  of  citizens  from  abroad,^  part 
was  due  to  unusually  favorable  civilian  mortality 
during  the  war  years,  but  the  major  part  was  due 
to  the  so-called  “baby  boom.”  The  projections  indi¬ 
cated  that  children  under  5  years  of  age  on  April  1, 
1945,  would  number  between  11,679,000  and  11,992,- 
000,  but  the  wartime  babies  swelled  the  group  to 

iThis  report  contained  the  third  set  of  estimates  prepared  for  the  Board 
by  Thompson  and  Whelpton.  For  the  first  and  second  sets,  see  National 
Resources  Committee,  Estimatea  of  Future  Population  hy  States,  1934; 
Population  Statistics,  1,  National  Data,  1937;  and  The  Problems  of  a 
Changing  Population,  1938,  pp.  22-27. 

2The  excess  of  arrivals  over  departures,  excluding  military  personnel, 
from  April  1,  1940,  to  April  1,  1946,  amounted  to  526,376,  including  135,061 
for  immigrant  aliens,  145,934  for  nonimmigrant  aliens,  and  245,381  for 
citizens. 


13,058,000,  or  1,066,000  above  the  highest  forecast. 

The  differences  between  the  forecasts  and  the 
currently  estimated  population  for  April  1,  1945, 
illustrated  above,  indicated  strongly  that  certain 
modifications  were  desirable  in  the  figures  for  1950 
and  later  years  which  appeared  in  the  previous  re¬ 
port.  Even  though  such  modifications  are  not  large 
on  a  percentage  basis,  their  absence  introduces  un¬ 
desirable  irregularities  in  comparisons  between  the 
1945  population  and  the  forecasts  for  1950.  Obvi¬ 
ously  most  users  of  population  forecasts  wish  to 
have  them  begin  with  a  recent  figure  which  is  cor¬ 
rect  rather  than  one  which  is  too  low  by  even  one 
percent,  and  to  have  the  material  for  future  years 
on  a  comparable  basis. 

If  the  events  of  1940-45  had  indicated  that  there 
were  serious  discrepancies  in  the  assumptions  re¬ 
garding  future  fertility  and  mortality  trends,  a  revi¬ 
sion  of  the  forecasts  would  have  been  even  more 
urgent.  For  reasons  discussed  in  sections  A  and  B 
of  chapter  II  of  this  report,  however,  only  relatively 
unimportant  changes  in  these  assumptions  seemed 
advisable. 

Form  of  the  forecasts 

Six  series  of  projections  are  presented  in  detail 
in  this  report,  each  based  on  certain  assumptions 
with  respect  to  the  course  of  fertility,  mortality,  and 
immigration  in  years  to  come.  As  in  the  forecasts 
previously  published,  three  alternative  assumptions 
—  designated  as  high,  medium,  and  low  —  have  been 
made  as  to  the  future  trend  of  fertility,  and  also  that 
of  mortality.  The  effect  of  a  net  immigration  of 
500,000  foreign-born  white  persons  every  5  years 
after  July  1,  1945,  is  shown  in.  combination  with  the 
medium  fertility  and  mortality  assumptions,  and  the 
effect  of  a  net  immigration  of  1,000,000  persons  is 
shown  in  combination  with  the  high  fertility  and 
low  mortality  assumptions. 

In  each  series  of  forecasts  the  figures  are  pre¬ 
sented  separately  for  each  of  three  color  and  nativity 
groups,  namely,  native  white,  foreign-born  white, 
and  nonwhite.  This  division  differs  in  one  respect 
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from  that  of  the  previous  set  of  forecasts,  in  which 
Negroes  and  other  non  whites  were  considered  sepa¬ 
rately.  In  conformity  with  current  Census  practice, 
persons  of  Mexican  birth  or  ancestry  who  are  not 
definitely  of  Indian  or  other  nonwhite  race  are  classi¬ 
fied  as  white.  The  estimates  are  given  by  sex  for  5-year 
age  groups  at  5-year  time  intervals,  but  in  this  report 
the  projection  of  population  trends  stops  at  1975  in¬ 
stead  of  continuing  to  2000.®  As  in  the  preceding  fore¬ 
casts,  two  figures  are  given  for  children  in  the  0-4  age 
group,  one  being  the  estimated  total  number  under 
5  years  of  age  and  the  other  a  smaller  number  which 
reflects  the  incomplete  reporting  of  such  children  to 
the  census  enumerators.  Similarly,  there  are  two 
estimates  of  total  population  at  each  quinquennial 
interval,  one  the  higher  or  “true”  figure  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  children  who  would  not  be  reported  in  a 
census,  and  the  other  the  lower  or  “enumerated” 
figure  which  corresponds  to  the  expected  census 
count. 

In  addition  to  the  six  series  of  forecasts  at  quin¬ 
quennial  time  intervals,  projections  of  population 
based  on  the  assumptions  of  medium  fertility,  me¬ 
dium  mortality,  and  no  immigration  are  shown  for 
each  year,  1946  to  1949.  They  are  presented  in  the 
same  detail  as  the  other  forecasts,  except  that  the 
native  white  and  foreign-born  white  population  are 
not  shown  separately. 

Uses  of  the  forecasts 

The  primary  function  of  the  forecasts  is  to  show 
what  the  size,  and  the  color,  nativity,  age,  and  sex 
composition  of  the  population  would  be  at  specified 
future  times  if  birth  rates,  death  rates,  and  immi¬ 
gration  were  to  follow  certain  specified  trends.  The 
fertility  and  mortality  assumptions  have  been  chosen 
with  regard  to  what  is  known  about  past  trends  of 
vital  rates  in  various  countries  and  the  factors  in¬ 
fluencing  them,  and  are  believed  to  be  reasonable. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  certain  that  the  actual  course  of 
fertility  and  mortality  rates  will  differ  from  these 
assumed  trends.  In  consequence,  the  forecasts  cannot 
show  the  exact  size  of  the  future  population,  nor  just 
what  its  color,  nativity,  age,  or  sex  structure  will  be. 

A  second  function  of  the  forecasts  is  to  serve  as 

3The  forecasts  of  population  according  to  the  assumptions  of  medium 
fertility,  medium  mortality,  and  no  immigration  were  extended  to  the  year 
2000  after  the  report  had  almost  been  completed.  To  have  incorporated 
these  materials  in  the  text  and  population  tables  would  have  delayed  the 
publication  of  the  report;  hence  the  forecasts  for  1980  to  2000  are  shown 
only  in  a  single  text  table  and  in  an  appendix  table. 


a  bench  mark  with  which  the  demographic  effects 
of  the  postwar  period  and  of  subsequent  changes  in 
fertility,  mortality,  and  immigration  can  be  com¬ 
pared  in  later  years. 

Thirdly,  by  demonstrating  the  numerical  effect  of 
different  birth  rates,  death  rates,  and  amounts  of 
immigration,  the  forecasts  provide  a  basis  for  judg¬ 
ing  how  great  a  departure  from  the  assumed  trends 
would  be  required  to  give  a  different  population  total 
or  a  different  composition  at  some  future  time.  While 
there  is  no  immediate  prospect  that  the  United  States 
will  adopt  a  national  program  designed  to  maintain 
or  increase  the  birth  rate  and  hence  to  affect  the 
future  growth  of  population,  it  should  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  such  programs  are  already  in  effect  in 
Canada  and  several  European  countries. 

Finally,  these  national  forecasts  provide  a  frame 
of  reference  within  which  corresponding  estimates 
may  be  prepared  for  smaller  units  such  as  regions. 
States,  or  cities.  Although  population  changes  in 
these  smaller  areas  will  depend  primarily  on  migra¬ 
tion  within  the  United  States,  the  size  of  the  migra¬ 
tion  streams  will  be  affected  by  national  population 
trends.  Similarly,  the  forecasts  may  be  used  in  the 
preparation  of  estimates  for  special  subgroups  or 
classes  in  the  population,  such  as  heads  of  families, 
married  persons,  or  the  labor  force.^ 

The  usefulness  of  projections  of  future  population 
for  any  of  the  above-mentioned  purposes  depends  in 
large  measure  on  the  reasonableness  of  the  underly¬ 
ing  assumptions.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  intelligent 
use  of  these  forecasts,  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
assumptions  on  which  they  are  based  is  given  in 
chapter  II  of  this  report.  Mortality  trends  are  dis¬ 
cussed  in  section  A,  fertility  assumptions  in  section  B, 
and  completeness  of  enumeration  and  registration  in 
section  C.  The  method  used  to  show  the  effect  of 
immigration  on  the  growth  and  composition  of  the 
population  is  explained  in  section  D.  In  section  E  is 
a  discussion  of  the  method  used  in  making  the  fore¬ 
casts  of  population  for  each  year,  1946  to  1949. 
Subsequent  chapters  contain  a  brief  analysis  of  some 
of  the  prospective  changes  in  the  size  and  composi¬ 
tion  of  the  population,  and  their  social  and  economic 
implications. 

“^For  illustrations  of  the  use  of  population  forecasts  in  estimating  the 
number  of  families  and  the  labor  force  for  future  years,  see  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  “Estimates  of  Number  of  Families  in  the  United  States:  1940  to 
I960,”  Population's  pedal  Reports,  Series  P-46,  No.  4,  June  1,  1946.  and 
“Normal  Growth  of  the  Labor  Force  in  the  United  States:  1940  to  1950.” 
Population-Spedal  Reports,  Series  P-44,  No.  12,  June  12,  1944. 


CHAPTER  II 


ASSUMPTIONS 

A.  MORTALITY  TRENDS,  1945—2000 

Past  mortality  trends  in  the  United  States 

The  future  course  of  mortality  rates  in  the  United 
States  will  be  dependent  in  large  measure  on  changes 
in  the  general  standard  of  living,  on  the  level  at 
which  public  health  services  are  maintained,  and  on 
advances  in  medical  science  and  nutrition.  Never¬ 
theless,  in  evaluating  the  prospects  for  the  further 
reduction  of  death  rates  it  is  helpful  to  begin  by 
considering  the  past  trends.  Unfortunately  for  this 


AND  METHODS 

purpose,  the  record  of  mortality  within  the  United 
States  is  far  from  complete.  An  official  record  of 
deaths  has  been  kept  in  a  few  States  for  over  a 
hundred  years,  but  the  national  death  registration 
area  was  not  organized  until  1880,  and  the  annual 
collection  of  mortality  statistics  did  not  begin  until 
1900.  In  that  year  the  area  included  only  10  States, 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  153  cities  with  a 
population  of  8,000  or  more  in  other  States;  not 
until  1933  did  it  become  Nation-wide.  For  this  rea¬ 
son,  trends  of  mortality  cannot  be  determined  over 


Table  1.— DEATH  RATES  AND  AVERAGE  FUTURE  LIFETIME  EXPECTED  AT  SELECTED  AGES,  BY  SEX,  FOR  WHITE 
PERSONS  IN  THE  ORIGINAL  DEATH  REGISTRATION  STATES,  1900-1902  TO  1929-31,  AND  FOR  WHITE  AND 


NONWHITE  PERSONS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1929-31  TO  1940-44 

[No  adjustment  has  been  made  for  incomplete  registration  of  deaths] 


AGE  AND  SEX 


DEATH  RATE  FOR  AGE  GROUP® 
Male 


Under  1  year . 

1  to  4  years . . 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years . 

20  to  24  years . 

30  to  34  years . 

40  to  44  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

60  to  64  years _ 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over 


Female 


Under  1  year . ... 

1  to  4  years . - . 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years.. . 

20  to  24  years . . 

30  to  34  years . 

40  to  44  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

60  to  64  years. . 

70  to  74  years...- . 

75  years  and  over . 

AVERAGE  YEARS  OF  LIFE  REMAINING 
TO  PERSONS  ALIVE  AT  EXACT  AGE 

Male 


Birth . 

20  years.. 
40  years.. 
60  years.. 


Female 


,  Birth . 

20  years. 
40  years. 
60  years. 


ORIGINAL  DE.\TH  REGISTRATION  S 
WHITE 

TATES,  1 

UNITED  STATES 

White  1 

Negro  j 

Nonwhite 

1900-1902’* 

1909-112 

1919-20* 

1929-312 

1929-312 

1939-41 < 

1940-445 

1929-312 

1939-41* 

1940-44® 

146.9 

135,3 

99.4 

68.0 

65.6 

50.2 

45.6 

93.4 

88.2 

78.8 

17,5 

13.9 

10.2 

5.2 

5.5 

2.7 

2.4 

8.0 

4.7 

4.0 

4.4 

3.5 

3.4 

2.2 

2.0 

1.2 

1.1 

2.5 

1.5 

1.4 

2.7 

2.4 

2.4 

1,6 

1,6 

1.1 

1.0 

2.7 

1.8 

1.7 

6.4 

5.2 

5.0 

3.2 

3.5 

2.3 

2.1 

10.1 

6.4 

5.9 

8.4 

7.3 

6.8 

4.2 

4.5 

3.1 

3.0 

13.9 

9.5 

8.6 

11.5 

11.0 

9.0 

8.1 

7.8 

6.1 

5.9 

20.4 

15.5 

14.4 

17.4 

17.5 

15.2 

16.3 

14.8 

13.8 

13.6 

30.4 

28.6 

27.8 

33.5 

36.0 

31.4 

34.2 

31.1 

30.0 

30.0 

45.3 

42.8 

39.4 

71.0 

74.8 

71.5 

73.3, 

69.5 

66.4 

65.3 

81.3 

66.7 

70.3 

146.2 

148.2 

145.6 

146.1 

142.4 

139.5 

137.9 

143.1 

122.5 

112.1 

119.5 

110.2 

77.9 

53.1 

51.6 

39.1 

35.4 

76.1 

69.6 

63.7 

16.2 

12.8 

9.1 

4.5 

4.8 

2.4 

2.0 

7.2 

4.1 

3.6 

4.1 

3.2 

2.9 

1,7 

1.6 

0.9 

0.8 

2.2 

1.3 

1.2 

2.6 

2.1 

2.1 

1.2 

1.2 

0.8 

0.7 

2.5 

1.6 

1.4 

6.1 

4.7 

5.4 

3.0 

3.1 

1.6 

1.5 

9.7 

5.8 

5.2 

8.0 

6.5 

6,9 

3.8 

4.0 

2.4 

2.2 

12.4 

8.1 

7.3 

9.8 

8.7 

7.9 

6.1 

6.0 

4.2 

4.0 

18.3 

13.4 

12.7 

15.3 

14.4 

13.6 

12.2 

11,1 

9.0 

8.5 

30.7 

24.7 

23.7 

29.3 

30.6 

28.4 

27.5 

24.6 

20.6 

20.0 

45.5 

37.7 

35.8 

64.9 

68.1 

66.0 

63.1 

59.2 

52.8 

50.6 

68.1 

55.3 

55.5 

136.4 

139.0 

135.5 

135.5 

132.2 

126.2 

124.5 

116.0 

102.0 

91.6 

48.2 

50.2 

54.0 

58.6 

59.1 

62.8 

63.5 

47.6 

52.3 

54.0 

42.2 

42.7 

44.3 

45.5 

46.0 

,  47.8 

48.0 

36.0 

39,5 

40.6 

27.7 

27.4 

28.8 

.  28.5 

29.2 

30.0 

30.2 

23.4 

25.1 

25.8 

14.4 

14.0 

14.6 

14.2 

14.7 

15.0 

15.1 

13.2 

14.4 

14.7 

*51.1 

53.6 

56.4 

62.1 

62.7 

67.3 

68.2 

49.5 

55.6 

57.3 

43.8 

44.9 

45.2 

48.0 

48.5 

51.4 

51,9 

37.2 

42,0 

43.4 

29.2 

29.3 

30,0 

30.8 

31.5 

33.2 

33.6 

24.3 

27.2 

'  28.1 

15.2 

14.9 

15.3 

15.5 

16.0 

17.0 

17'.  2 

14.2 

16.1 

16.6 

1  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Con¬ 
necticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

2Bureau  of  the  Census,  United  States  Life  Tables,  Government  Printing 
Office,  Washington,  1936. 

3Death  rates  and  values  for  average  future  lifetime  are  estimated  from 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  United  States  Abridged  Life  Tables,  1919-20,  Govern¬ 


ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  1923. 

•■^Bureau  of  the  Census,  “United  States  Life  Tables,  1939-41,”  Vital 
Statistics — Special  Reports,  vol.  19,  No.  4,  Washington,  January.  1944. 

^Unpublished  life  tables  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

®Rates  are  central  death  rates  at  ages  5~9  and  older  and  approximate 
central  death  rates  at  ages  under  1  and  1-4.  They  are  computed  from  official 
life  tables  by  dividing  the  approximate  dx  values  by  Lx  values. 
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any  considerable  period  for  the  country  as  a  whole, 
but  only  for  those  States  and  cities  which  were 
admitted  earliest  to  the  death  registration  area. 
Moreover,  in  this  limited  area  part  of  the  change  in 
rates  from  year  to  year  has  occurred  because  the 
proportion  of  deaths  recorded,  which  in  some  States 
barely  exceeded  the  minimum  requirement  of  90 
percent  when  they  were  admitted  to  the  area,  in¬ 
creased  appreciably  after  they  had  been  in  the  area 
a  few  years.  Even  now,  comparisons  of  the  death 
rates  for  certain  groups  of  the  population  and  cer¬ 
tain  parts  of  the  registration  area  are  affected  sig¬ 
nificantly  by  differences  in  the  completeness  of  death 
registration. 

During  the  46  years  for  which  annual  information 
is  available  there  has  been  a  striking  decline  in  the 
death  rates  of  children  and  young  adults  within  the 
death  registration  area  (see  table  1).  For  white 
males  in  the  registration  States  of  1900,  the  1929-31 
death  rates  were  less  than  half  those  of  1900-1902 
at  nearly  every  age  up  to  35  and  less  than  one-third 
as  large  at  ages  1-4.  Further  substantial  declines 
occurred  among  white  males  in  the  entire  United 
States  during  the  1930’s  and  early  1940’s,  the  1940- 
44  death  rates  being  from  30  to  55  percent  below 
those  for  1929-31  at  most  ages  under  35.  Improve¬ 
ment  in  the  middle  years  of  life  has  been  much  less 
marked.  At  ages  50-54,  for  example,  the  decline 
from  1900-1902  to  1929-31  was  less  than  7  percent, 
and  from  1929-31  to  1940-44,  about  8  percent.  Death 
rates  of  white  males  60  and  older  have  remained 
relatively  unchanged,  being  somewhat  higher  in 
1929-31  than  in  1900-1902  but  somewhat  lower  in 
1940-44  than  in  1929-31.  At  each  age  the  death  rates 
for  white  females  have  followed  a  similar  trend,  but 
the  declines  have  been  somewhat  larger  at  most  ages 


under  25,  and  substantially  larger  at  most  ages  from 
40  to  75. 

A  summary  of  the  influence  of  the  reduction  in 
death  rates  on  the  length  of  life  of  an  average  indi¬ 
vidual  is  given  in  the  lower  section  of  table  1.  With 
the  mortality  rates  of  1940-44  the  average  white 
male  would  live  63.5  years,  approximately  15  years 
longer  than  with  the  1900-1902  rates.  Those  reach¬ 
ing  age  20  had  48.0  years  of  life  remaining  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  1940-44  tables,  a  gain  of  about  6  years. 
Future  longevity  at  age  40  increased  by  approxi¬ 
mately  2^/2  years  to  30.2.  At  ages  above  50  the  aver¬ 
age  future  lifetime  of  white  males  lengthened  little, 
if  any,  as  would  be  expected  from  the  slight  change 
in  the  corresponding  death  rates.  For  white  females, 
however,  the  gains  were  somewhat  larger  at  most 
ages. 

Less  is  known  about  mortality  trends  among  Ne¬ 
groes  than  among  white  persons,  for  most  of  the 
States  with  large  Negro  populations  did  not  gain 
admittance  to  the  death  registration  area  until  after 
1915,  and  underreporting  of  Negro  deaths  was  a 
serious  problem  for  several  years.  From  1929-31  to 
1939—41,  the  infant  death  rate  of  Negroes  fell  much 
less  rapidly  than  that  of  white  persons ;  rates  at  ages 
1“4  to  30-34  declined  in  about  the  same  proportion 
for  the  two  groups;  but  at  ages  over  40  Negro  rates 
decreased  to  a  greater  degree  than  white  rates  (see 
table  1).  Between  1939—41  and  1940-44  relatively 
little  improvement  occurred  in  Negro  mortality  at 
middle  and  later  life,  but  among  children  and  young 
adults  in  particular  there  was  more  progress  than 
in  the  white  population.^  The  average  length  of  life 
of  Negro  males  at  1929-31  death  rates  would  be  47.6 

iThe  1940-44  data  are  for  nonwhite  persons,  hut  since  95  percent  are 
Negroes  the  data  for  them  would  he  almost  the  same. 


Table  2.  DEATH  RATES  OF  WHITE  PERSONS  AT  SELECTED  AGES,  BY  SEX,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  FOR 

THE  STATES  WITH  LOWEST  AND  SECOND  LOWEST  RATES-  1940 


Under  1 
1  to  4 
5  to  9 
10  to  14 
20  to  24 
30  to  34 
40  to  44 
oO  to  54 
60  to  64 
70  to  74 


year _ 

years._. 

years.... 

years... 

years.... 

years.... 

years.— 

years. 

years. 

years.-. 


State 


Lowest  rate 


Oregon... 


Connecticut.. 

Connecticut _ 

Hhode  Island _ 

Rhode  Island _ 


;6.9 

1.6 

0.7 

0.8 

1.0 

1.8 


South  Dakota _  j. .  „ 

South  Dakota _  4^0 

South  Dakota. _  8*0 

North  Dakota _ 21  ]  3 

South  Dakota _ 57,0 


Second  lowest  rate 


Minnesota . 

Minnesota . . 

New  Hampshire. 

Connecticut _ 

Connecticut . 

Rhode  Island. 

Nebraska. _ 

North  Dakota... 
South  Dg.kota.... 
North  Dakota... 


.37,3 

.  1.9 

.  0.9 

. 0.8 

. 1.5 

1.9 

. 4.2 

.  8.6 

_ 21.7 

. 57.6 


United 

States 

rate 


50.6 
2.8 
1.2 
1.1 
2.4 

3.2 

6.3 
14.3 

31.6 
70.1 


State 


Lowest  rate 


Oregon.. . 26 . 1 

Connecticut .  1.6 

Connecticut _ _  0!5 

Connecticut .  0!6 

Rhode  Island .  1 .  l 

North  Dakota .  l[3 

North  Dakota. _ _  3*2 

North  Dakota _  6^2 

Nebraska _ 16  ]o 

Wyoming _ 42*7 


Second  lowest  rate 


Minnesota.^ . 28.3 

Minnesota .  l]6 

Rhode  Island .  0^5 

Massachusetts .  0^6 

Connecticut .  l|l 

Nebraska . .  1^9 

Nebraska . .  3] 3 

South  Dakota . .  6*6 

Iowa . . 16  ll 

Nebraska . . 44.5 


United 

States 

rate 


39.1 

2.4 
0.9 
0.8 
1.7 
2.0 

4.4 
9.3 

21.5 
5o ,  8 
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years  and  at  1940-44  death  rates  would  be  54.0 
years ;  those  of  Negro  females  would  be  49.5  and  57.3, 
respectively.  The  gains  of  6.4  years  for  Negro  males 
and  of  7.8  years  for  Negro  females  in  this  period  are 
well  above  those  of  4.4  years  for  white  males  and  5.5 
for  white  females.  Increases  in  expectation  of  life  at 
ages  20,  40,  and  60  also  were  greater  for  Negroes 
than  for  white  persons. 

Significantly  greater  progress  in  reducing  mortal¬ 
ity  and  lengthening  life  has  been  made  in  some  States 
than  in  others.  For  white  males  under  1  the  1940 
death  rate  was  lowest  in  Oregon  (36.9)  and  second 
lowest  in  Minnesota  (37.3),  being  in  each  case  more 
than  25  percent  below  the  average  for  the  United 
States  (50.6)  .2  (See  table  2.)  At  ages  1-4  Connect¬ 
icut  and  Minnesota  were  the  two  low  States,  their 
rates  of  1.6  and  1.9  being,  respectively,  more  than 
40  and  30  percent  below  that  of  2.8  for  the  Nation. 
The  situation  was  similar  in  each  age  group  from 
5-9  to  60-64,  the  lowest  State  (Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  North  Dakota,  or  South  Dakota)  having  a 
rate  25  to  60  percent  below  the  United  States  figure 
and  the  second  lowest  State  having  a  rate  close  to  the 
lowest  State  (see  table  2).  At  ages  70-74  the  differ¬ 
ential  narrowed,  the  lowest  and  next-to-lowest  State 
rates  (North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota)  being  less 
than  20  percent  below  the  national  rate.  For  white 
females  the  general  pattern  was  much  the  same,  but 
the  differences  between  the  rates  for  the  Nation  and 
the  two  low  States  were  slightly  smaller  at  most  ages. 
National  death  rates  for  nonwhite  persons  of  each 
age  in  1940  were  well  above  those  of  the  lowest  State, 
and  the  differences  for  both  males  and  females  were 
larger  than  those  for  white  persons. 

If  the  death  rates  at  each  age  in  the  entire  Nation 
could  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  figure  reached  by  any 
State  in  1940,  the  average  length  of  life  would  be  in¬ 
creased  significantly.  For  white  males  it  would  be 
68.4  years,  an  increase  of  6.4  years  over  the  actual 
national  figure  for  1939-40  (see  table  3),  and  for 
white  females  it  would  be  71.8  years,  an  increase  of 
5.3  years.  Gains  at  older  ages  would  be  smaller  in 
numbers  of  years,  though  relatively  larger.  White 
males  aged  20  would  have  4.6  years  added  to  their 
lives,  those  aged  40  would  gain  3.7  years,  and  even 
the  60-year-olds  would  live  2.1  years  longer.  The 
lives  of  white  females  of  the  corresponding  ages 
would  be  lengthened  by  3.7,  2.9,  and  1.9  j'ears. 

2Because  of  the  large  amount  of  civilian  interstate  migration  during 
1941-44  and  the  military  mobilization  of  millions  of  men,  it  is  difficult  to 
estimate  accurately  the  population  of  each  State  in  years  after  1940. 
Consequently,  discussion  of  recent  State  differentials  in  mortality  is  lim¬ 
ited  to  1940. 


Table  3. — Average  Future  Lifetime  Expected  foe  White 
Persons  at  Selected  Ages,  by  Sex,  With  Death 
Rates  of  the  United  States,  1939-40,  and  of  the 
Lowest  States,  1940  . 


States, 

1939-401 


MALE 

EXACT  Age 

United 

Lowest 

Differ- 

States, 

States, 

ence 

1939-401 

19402 

Birth . 1 . 

62.0 

68.4 

6.4 

20  years . 

40  jrftfl.TS 

47.3 

29.6 

51.9 

33.3 

4.6 

3.7 

60  years . 

14.7 

16.8 

2.1 

1  From  life  tables  computea  oy  me  —  — 

Population  Problems.  Deaths  registered  in  the  United  States  have  been 
increased  by  3.1  percent  to  allow  for  incomplete  recording.  The  values  shown 
for  1939-40  differ  very  slightly  from  similar  values  for  1940. 

2  From  life  tables  computed  by  the  Scripps  Foundation,  based  on  lowest 
death  rates  for  States  in  table  2  and  on  corresponding  rates  for  ages  not  shown 
in  that  table. 

During  recent  decades  the  states  with  low  death 
rates  at  any  given  time  have  shown  fairly  well  what 
the  death  rates  of  other  States  and  the  Nation  would 
be  a  few  years  later.  In  general,  national  rates  have 
followed  those  of  the  leading  States  most  closely  at 
the  younger  ages,  and  lagged  most  at  the  older  ages. 
For  native  white  males  at  most  ages  under  40  the 
lag  was  less  than  10  years,  the  low  death  rates  for 
Minnesota  and  Kansas  during  1919—21  being  ajf- 
proached  closely  or  surpassed  by  the  Nation  before 
the  end  of  the  1920  decade,  and  the  low  rates  for 
these  States  during  1929-31  being  approached  closely 
or  surpassed  by  the  Nation  during  the  1930  s  (see 
table  4) .  At  present  the  lag  at  ages  under  25  may  be 
somewhat  shorter,  for  the  1940-44  rates  of  the 
United  States  at  ages  1  to  24  are  about  as  low  as 
those  of  Kansas  and  Minnesota  in  1939-41.  At  ages 
40-44  the  leading  States  have  been  about  20  years 
ahead.  The  rate  for  the  United  States  during  1929- 
31  was  between  the  Indiana  and  Minnesota  rates 
during  1910-11,  and  the  national  rate  during  1939-41 
was  between  the  rates  for  Kansas  and  Indiana  dur¬ 
ing  1919-21.  At  older  ages  the  lag  has  exceeded  40 
years.  Even  in  1940-44  the  death  rates  for  the  United 
States  at  several  ages  above  50  were  not  as  low  as 
those  of  Indiana  during  1900-1902. 

If  the  past  relationship  between  the  current  mor¬ 
tality  rates  of  the  Nation  and  the  earlier  rates  of 
the  States  shown  in  table  4  continues  in  the  future, 
the  national  death  rate  for  ages  under  40  will  be 
reduced  before  1950  to  the  1940  level  of  the  lowest 
States,  and  for  ages  40-44  before  1960,  but  for 
the  older  ages  the  record  of  the  best  States  in  1940 
will  not  be  equalled  before  the  end  of  the  century. 
If  the  underreporting  of  deaths  in  the  United  States 
has  exceeded  the  estimates  during  recent  years,  this 
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Table  4.— DEATH  RATES  OF  NATIVE  WHITE  MALES  AT  SELECTED  AGES,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  FOR 
SPECIFIED  STATES  WITH  LOW  RATES  IN  1940:  SPECIFIED  PERIODS,  1900  TO  1941 

on*the“aM^p«o^ m9®3Y“an^97‘D^i!''T  registration 

t°--°®®®>P'®teregistrationcfdeathsintheindividualStates%irn.'”T^I^:”la'Sr^atr“ 


UNITED  STATES 


Under  1  year . 

1  to  4  years . 

o  to  9  years _ 

1,0  to  14  years . 

20  to  24  years . 

30  to  34  years  . . 

40  to  44  years . 

50  to  54  years . . 

60  to  64  years . 

70  to  74  years _ 

75  years  and  over.. 


Under  1  year . . 

1  to  4  years . 

o  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years _ 

20  to  24  years _ 

30  to  34  years _ 

40  to  44  years _ 

50  to  54  years _ 

60  to  64  years. _ 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over.. 


MASSACHUSETTS  ^ 


1900-1902  1909-11 


«  ^Indiana  and  Massachusetts  were  in  the  death  registration  area  in  1900, 
when  the  annual  reporting  of  deaths  was  begun. 

2Kansas  was  admitted  to  the  death  registration  area  in  1914,  Minnesota 


in  1910,  and  Oregon  in  1918. 

sCurrent  death  registration  area:  Excludes  Texas  in  1929-31  and  South 
Dakota  in  1929. 


schedule  of  reduction  of  mortality  will  be  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  achieve,  for  it  is  expected  that  death  regis¬ 
tration  will  become  virtually  complete  in  a  decade  or 
two.  Moreover,  to  the  extent  that  the  low  rates  of 
certain  States  result  from  special  advantages  en¬ 
joyed  by  these  States,  they  may  be  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  Nation  as  a  whole.  This  does  not  mean,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  increase  in  average  duration  of  life 
shown  in  table  3  is  unobtainable.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  to  be  expected  that  death  rates  at  the  younger 


ages  will  continue  to  decline  after  1950  and  1960, 
and  that  these  reductions  of  mortality  will  offset 
or  more  than  offset  any  failure  to  attain  the  rec¬ 
ord  of  the  most  favored  States  for  the  older  age 
groups.  In  short,  to  judge  from  the  experience 
of  the  States  with  the  lowest  mortality,  it  should 
be  possible  to  lower  the  death  rates  of  the  white 
population  of  the  United  States  so  that  by  the 
year  2000  the  average  male  will  live  more  than  68.4 
years  and  the  average  female  more  than  71.8  years. 


Table  5.-AVERAGE  FUTURE  LIFETIME  EXPECTED  FOR  WHITE  MALES  AT  SELECTED  AGES  WITH  DEATH  RATES 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1939-40,  AND  OF  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES  IN  RECENT  PREWAR  YEARS 

IThe  years  igdudad  for  each  eoantry  are  shown  in  parentheses  at  the  right  of  the  namo  of  the  country  in  the  column  for  the  youngest  age  at  which  it  is  listed] 


Netherlands  (1931-40) .  65  7 

New  Zealand  (1934-38) .  .  65  5 

Sweden  (1936^0) .  64  3 

Australia  (1932-34) . .  63*5 

Denmark  (1936-40). . .  63.5 

United  States  (1939-40) .  62  0 

Norway  (1921-31) .  61.0 

Switzerland  (1933-37) .  60.7 

England  and  Wales  (1937)...- .  6o!2 

Germany  (1932-34) . 59.9 

Canada  (1930-32) . "]  59*0 

South  Africa  (1935-37)._ .  59^0 

Ireland  (1935-37) .  68.2 


Exact  age  20 

Netherlands .  51.0  ' 

Denmark .  50.3 

New  Zealand .  49  9 

Sweden . ”  49;? 

Australia . : .  48.8 

Canada . 48.7 

Oermany . .  48*  2 

Norway  .  47]  7 

United  States . .  47  3 

England  and  Wales .  47 1 1 

Ireland . .  46  8 

Italy  (1930-32) . !”  46 .’8 

Switzerland._ .  46.5 


Source:  Figures  for  foreign  countries  are  taken  from  Population  Index» 
vol.  11,  No.  3,  July,  1945,  pt).  249-250,  and  vol.  8,  No.  3,  July,  1942,  pp. 


Exact  age  40 

Netherlands .  32.9 

Norway .  32.4 

Sweden . . .  32.4 

Denmark .  32!  2 

New  Zealand . [...  32^0 

Canada .  31*6 

Australia .  31*1 

Germany .  30  8 

Italy— - .  30^4 

Ireland .  30. 3 

United  States . .  29  6 

England  and  Wales .  "  29!  6 

Belgium  (1928-32) . .  29  5 


Exact  age  60 

Norway .  17. 0 

Sweden .  16.4 

Netherlands .  16.3 

New  Zealand . . . I6.  I 

Denmark .  16  !o 

Canada . . . . .  16  !o 

Australia- . . . 15]  6 

Ireland . . . .  15  5 

Italy™ . 15!  2 

Germany— .  15.I 

South  Africa.... .  15.0 

United  States... . 14  7 

Latvia  (1934-36) . . . . . .....!  14 '7 


244-245.  Figures  for  the  United  States  are  taken  from  table  3. 
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Mortality  trends  in  other  countries 

Before  World  War  II  several  nations  had  sur¬ 
passed  the  United  States  in  lengthening  the  lives  of 
their  citizens.  In  five  countries  the  prewar  death 
rates  would  give  newborn  white  males  an  average 
lifetime  in  excess  of  the  62.0  year  figure  for  the 
United  States,  the  longest  being  65.7  years  for  the 
Netherlands  (see  table  5).  For  expected  future  life¬ 
time  at  age  20  the  United  States  ranked  no  betterthan 
9th;  at  older  ages  it  was  in  a  progressively  less  favor¬ 
able  position.  Similar  comparisons  for  white  females 
are  somewhat  more  favorable  to  the  United  States, 
although  this  Nation  was  by  no  means  in  the  leading 
position. 

Although  the  expectation  of  life  at  birth  was  great¬ 
est  in  the  Netherlands,  the  specific  death  rates  at 


7 

some  ages  were  higher  there  than  in  certain  of  the 
other  nations.  The  Netherlands  exceeded  all  other 
countries  in  preventing  deaths  of  males  aged  35-54 
and  females  aged  20-44,  and  ranked  second  in  pre¬ 
venting  male  deaths  at  ages  under  1  and  10-34  and 
female  deaths  at  age  under  1  (see  table  6) .  At  other 
ages  the  first  position  was  held  by  New  Zealand,  Den¬ 
mark,  Or  Norway,  and  the  second  by  these  countries 
or  by  Sweden  or  Australia.  At  no  age  level  did  the 
United  States  rank  first  or  second.  Several  States, 
however,  compare  favorably  with  the  leading  foreign 
countries.  At  most  ages  under  60  the  best  State  had 
attained-a  death  rate  as  low  as  or  lower  than  the  best 
foreign  country  (compare  tables  2  and  6).  At  the 
older  ages  the  best  States  again  fell  behind  the  for¬ 
eign  record. 


Table  6.— DEATH  BATES  OF  WHITE  PERSONS  AT  SELECTED  AGES,  BY  SEX,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1940,  AND 
FOR  COUNTRIES  WITH  LOWEST  AND  SECOND  LOWEST  RATES  IN  RECENT  PREWAR  YEARS 

tte  ririlt  of  Ihe^me  of  thl  from  the  left  in  which  it  h.  listed.  The  last  date  shown  for  a  particular  country  applies  in  every  sue- 


AGE 

MALE  • 

FEMALE 

Country 

United 

States 

rate, 

1940 

Country 

United 

States 

rate, 

1940 

Lowest  rate 

Second  lowest  rate 

Lowest  rate 

Second  lowest  rate 

Under  1  year - 

1  to  4  years - 

5  to  9  years - 

in  1A  vpATQ' 

New  Zealand  (1935-36). _.36.0 
New  Zealand  (1939-40) 2.4 
Denmark  (1939-40) -  0.8 

50.6 
2.8 
1.2 
1.1 
2.4 

3.2 

6.3 
14.3 

31.6 
70.1 

Netherlands . 31 , 7 

39.1 

2.4 
0.9 
0.8 
1.7 
2.0 

4.4 
9.3 

21.5 

55.8 

Denmark. . .  2.2 

New  Zealand .  1.0- 

Netherlands _  0.8 

Denmark^- .  0.6 

Denmark .  0.6 

New  Zealand .  0.8 

New  Zealand .  0.6 

Xu  l/U  X^  —  w,- 

20  to  24  years - 

30  to  34  years - 

40  to  44  years. - 

50  to  54  years. - 

60  to  64  years. - 

70  to  74  years - 

Denmark — .  1.8 

Denmark.- .  2,0 

Netherlands  (1938-39) —  3.4 

Netherlands .  8.0 

Norway  (1938-39) - 19.4 

Norway. . 48.8 

Netherlands .  1.8 

Netherlands .  2.2 

Netherlands . - .  1.8 

Netherlands .  2.2 

New  Zealand .  2.2 

Denmark .  3,6 

Norway. .  9.0 

Netherlands — . 1 . 20 . 3 

Sweden  (1937-38) . 56.2 

New  Zealand .  7.1 

Norway . 15, 7 

Norway . 42.2 

Norway . .  7.2 

Australia  (1938-39).— .18.2 
Australia . 46 . 8 

Source:  The  rates  for  foreign  countries  are  from  League  of  Nations, 
Statistical  Year-Book  of  the  League  of  Nations  for  1940-41  and  1941-42, 
Geneva,  1941  and  1943.  The  infant  mortality  rates  given  in  the  year-book 


have  been  converted  to  central  death  rates.  The  rates  for  the  United  States 
are  from  table  2. 


In  the  past  the  course  of  mortality  in  the  younger 
age  groups  in  the  leading  foreign  countries  has  fore¬ 
shadowed  to  some  extent  the  trend  of  mortality  in 
the  United  States.  During  the  1930’s  our  infant  death 
rates  were  similar  to  those  of  New  Zealand  20  years 
earlier  (compare  tables  1  and  7) .  At  ages  1  to  24  the 
United  States  followed  the  leading  countries  more 
closely,  our  rates  during  the  1930’s  resembling  those 
of  New  Zealand  some  5  to  15  years  before.  Above 
age  25  the  lag  increases,  until  at  most  ages  above  60 
it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  1880  or  earlier  to  find 
death  rates  in  Norway  as  high  as  those  of  the  United 
States  during  recent  years. 

There  can  be  no  assurance  that  the  trend  of  mor¬ 


tality  in  the  United  States  will  continue  to  resemble 
that  of  foreign  countries  as  it  has  in  the  past.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  the  lowest  foreign  rates,  like  the  lowest 
State  rates,  should  represent  attainable  levels ;  hence 
they  should  provide  a  basis  for  estimating  the  pos¬ 
sible  reduction  of  our  mortality.  If  our  death  rate  at 
each  age  were  to  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  level 
reached  by  any  foreign  country,  the  average  white 
male  in  the  United  States  would  live  68.6  years,  and 
the  average  white  female  70.9  years.  These  would 
represent  increases  of  6.6  and  4.4  years  over  the  pre¬ 
war  level  (see  table  8).  These  figures  diifer  only 
fractionally  from  those  obtained  above  by  using  the 
mortality  of  the  leading  States. 
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Table  7.-DEATH  RATES  OF  MALES  AT  SELECTED.AGES  FOR  NEW  ZEALAND  AND  NORWAY:  SPECIFIED  PERIODS 

1867  TO  1940  ’ 

_ _  [Average  annual  deaths  in  age  group  per  1,000  persons  in  age  group  at  midpoint  of  period] 


NEW  ZEALAND^ 


1900-1901  1911  1920-22  1935-36  1939-40 


Under  1  year_ _ 

1  to  4  years _ 

5  to  9  years _ 

10  to  14  years _ 

20  to  24  years^^^. 

30  to  34  years _ 

40  to  44  years _ 

50  to  54  years _ 

60  to  64  years _ 

70  to  74  years _ 


^From  Statistical  Year-Book  of  the  League  of  Nations,  1911-12,  Geneva, 
1948;  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Dominion  of  New  Zealand,  1942; 
and  New  Zealand  OMcial  Year-Book,  1913,  1925.  and  1942. 


NORWAY^ 

1881-85 

1901-05 

1911-15 

1921-22 

1930-32 

1938-39 

115.8 

92.9 

75.8 

61.9 

54.3 

45.1 

23.2 

10.9 

8.0 

5.5 

3.8 

3.1 

7,9 

3.6 

3.3 

2.3 

1.5 

1.4 

4.4 

3.2 

2.6 

2.0 

1.6 

1.1 

9.2 

9.7 

8.5 

7.2 

4.9 

3.0 

8.0 

7.8 

7.0 

6.1 

4.9 

3.8 

9.2 

8.6 

7.9 

6.3 

6.8 

1  5.2 

14.2 

12.7 

12.1 

10.4 

9.2 

9.0 

25.7 

23.1 

22.9 

21.9 

20.7 

19.4 

58.0 

51.5 

52.4 

50.9 

48.8 

48.8 

2From  Annuaire  Statistigue  de  la  Norvege,  for  1931  and  1938,  Oslo,  1931 
and  1938,  and  Statistical  Year-Book  of  the  League  of  Nations,  1911-^2. 


Table  8.— Average  Futuhe  Lifetime  Expected  for  White 
Felons  at  Selected  Ages,  by  Sex,  with  Death  Rates 
OP  THE  United  States,  1939—40,  and  op  the  Lowest 
Country  in  Recent  Prewar  Years 


EXACT  AGE 


Birth _ 

20  years, 

40  years. 

60  years. 

^  Taken  from  table  3. 

2  From  life  tables  computed  by  the  Scripps  Foundation,  based  on  lowest 
death  rates  for  countries  in  table  6  and  on  corresponding  rates  for  ages  not 
^hown  in  that  table. 

To  summarize,  it  may  be  difficult  if  not  actually 
impossible  for  the  United  States  to  reduce  the  death 
rates  in  the  older  age  groups  to  the  lowest  points  cur¬ 
rently  maintained  in  the  leading  States  and  foreign 
countries.  In  contrast,  however,  it  should  be  quite 
feasible  during  the  next  50  years  to  reduce  the  mor¬ 
tality  among  children  and  young  adults  to  or  below 
the  present  State  and  national  minimum  levels.  Since 
improvement  of  mortality  at  the  younger  ages  has 
much  more  effect  on  the  average  length  of  life  than 
improvement  at  the  older  ages,  the  better  outlook 
for  attaining  or  surpassing  the  present  record  low 
points  of  mortality  among  young  people  should  more 
than  compensate  for  the  poorer  prospect  for  compar¬ 
able  improvement  of  mortality  at  the  older  ages.  It 
is  entirely  conceivable,  therefore,  that  by  the  year 
2000  the  national  averages  for  the  length  of  life  of 
white  males  and  females  will  exceed  69  and  71  years, 
respectively,  a  greater  average  longevity  than  now 
prevails  in  any  considerable  body  of  people. 


Mortality  trends  by  cause  of  death 

An  examination  of  trends  in  mortality  by  specific 
causes  gives  further  evidence  concerning  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  extending  the  average  length  of  life. 
Through  a  combination  of  scientific  progress,  gen¬ 
eral  economic  betterment,  and  expanded  public 
health  programs,  certain  diseases  which  were  impor¬ 
tant  causes  of- death  40  years!  ago  have  been  almost 
eliminated,  while  the  mortality  from  others  has  been 
greatly  reduced.  Typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria  each 
killed  more  than  28  persons  annually  out  of  every 
100,000  of  the  population  in  1900-1902,  and  measles, 
scarlet  fever,  and  whooping  cough  more  than  10,  but 
now  each  takes  a  toll  of  not  more  than  1  or*2.3  (See 
table  9.)  The  bronchitis  death  rate  has  been  reduced 
by  a  larger  absolute  amount  in  the  same  period,  from 
over  40  to  less  than  3,  and  the  pneumonia  and  influ¬ 
enza  rate  still  more,  from  nearly  190  to  less  than  65. 
The  largest  reduction  of  all  is  in  tuberculosis  mortal¬ 
ity,  the  rate  for  which  has  been  cut  from  over  165 
to  less  than  85.  A  numerically  smaller  but  propor¬ 
tionately  larger  reduction  has  been  achieved  in  diar¬ 
rhea  and  enteritis,  from  over  122  to  fewer  than  10 
deaths  per  100,000  persons  per  annum.  The  effect 
on  average  longevity  of  this  latter  saving  of  life  is 
particularly  marked  since  the  greater  part  of  the 
mortality  from  these  intestinal  diseases  occurs  among 
young  children. 


- oLctieiueiips  regarainsr  deatb  rate  trends 

from  19W-I902  to  1939-41  based  on  table  9  are  probably  not  distorted 
appreciably  by  the  inclusion  of  nonwhite  persons  in  the  earlier  periods  but 
later  periods,  since  excluding  nonwhite  persons  lowers 
slightly,  from  1.636.2  to  1,620.4  in  1900- 
1902  and  from  1,427.7  to  1,405.1  in  1909-11.  The  changes  in  the  registration 
area  have  probably  exaggerated  the  declines  somewhat,  for  the  death  rates 
m  the  registration  States  of  1900-1902  and  in  the  current  death  registra¬ 
tion  States  for  the  periods  in  question  are,  respectively,  as  follows;  All 
classes.  1909-11,  1,517.7  and  1.427.7;  white,  1919-21.  1,304.0  and  1  203.8- 
1929-31.  1,152.1  and  1,088.9;  and  1939-41,  1,097.8  and  1,027.6. 
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X  o  nF4TH  RATES  BY  IMPORTANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  REGISTRATION  STATES,  1900-1902  TO  1939-41, 
Tab..  9.-DEATH  IMPORTANT^CA^  ZEALAND,  1909-11  AND  1937-39 

lAveraac  annual  deaths  from  cause  Usted  per  100,000  persons  aUve  at  midpoint  of  period.  Rate  not  shown  where  less  than  0.11 


REGISTRATION  STATES 


All  classes 


1900^1902  I  1909-11  1919-21  I  1929-31  I  1939-11 


Kansas 

and 

Wisconsin , 

1939-41 


new  ZEALAND 


1909-111  1937-39=* 


Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever . 

Malaria . . . 

Measles — . - . 

Scarlet  fever . — - 

Whooping  cough . . . — 

Cerebros]piual  (meningococcus)  meningitis.. 

Diphtheria . ----- . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  and  influenza . 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system . 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) . . . . 


Syphilis  (all  forms)..... . ----- . 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  tumors . 

Diabetes  mellitus.__ . - . . 

Intracranial  lesions  of  vascular  origin*-.-. . 

Dise^s^  of  the  heart® . 

Diarrhea,  enteritis,  and  ulceration  of  the  intestinosL. 


Appendicitis. . . — 

Hernia  and  intestinal  obstructions'*.. 
Cirrhosis  of  the  liver . . . 


Nephritis  (all  forms) . . . ----- . v . 

Diseases  of  pregnancy,  childbirth,  and  the  puerpermm 
Congenital  malformations  and  diseases  peculiar  to  nrst 

year  of  life . . 

Senility.. . 

Suicide.— . . . 

Homicide . . . 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . . 

Other  accidents . - . 


iFrom  Neto  Zealand  Official  Year-Book,  1918*  p.  177. 

2From  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics  oi  the  Dominion  of  New  Zealand, 

1939,  p.  26. 

SBased  on  deaths  from  phthisis. 

^Excludes  aneurysm  of  the  aorta.  .... 

SIncludes  all  embolism  and  thrombosis,  except  puerperal,  in  registration 
States  1900-1920,  1909-11  rate  for  New  Zealand  is  based  on  deaths  due  to 
apoplexy  and  cerebral  hemorrhage,  and  1937-39  rate  on  cerebral  hem¬ 
orrhage,  embolism,  and  thrombosis.  iftOA 

6Excludes  disease  of  coronary  arteries  in  registration  States,  1900-1920. 


1909-11  rate  for  New  Zealand  is  based  on  deaths  due  to  organic  heart 
disease,  arteriosclerosis,  embolism,  and  thrombosis. 

7Includes  ulcer  of  duodenum  in  registration  States,  1909-20;  excludes 
ulceration  of  the  intestines  in  New  Zealand, 

SExcludes  adhesions  of  intestines  in  registration  States,  1900-1920,  and 
hernia  in  New  Zealand,  1909—11.  -  ^ 

9Based  on  deaths  due  to  congenital  debility  and  premature  birth. 
lOExcludes  collisions  of  automobiles  with  trains  and  street  cars,  and 
motorcycle  accidents,  1909-20. 


In  contrast  to  the  large  measure  of  success  achieved 
in  the  control  of  mortality  due  to  epidemic  and  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  is  the  relatively  small  reduction  in 
the  rates  of  death  from  certain  other  causes.  Intra¬ 
cranial  lesions  of  vascular  origin^  killed  105.9  per¬ 
sons  of  each  100,000  in  1900-1902  and  86.8  in  1939- 
41 ;  a  slightly  smaller  decline  occurred  for  nephritis 
(from  89.7  to  75.1)  ;  the  rate  for  accidental  deaths 
was  almost  unchanged  (76.2  and  73.2) ;  while  cancer 
and  diseases  of  the  heart  kill  now  at  about  twice  the 
former  rate  and  each  is  responsible  for  many  more 
deaths  than  any  other  cause.  Part  of  the  greater  in¬ 
cidence  of  cancer  and  of  certain  of  the  so-called  de¬ 
generative  diseases  is  apparent  rather  than  real, 
because  diagnosis  has  become  more  accurate®  and  be¬ 
cause  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of 

*Also  referred  to  as  apoplexy. 

5For  example,  deaths  attributed  to  senility  have  dropped  from  47.9  to 
6.5  per  100,000  persons. 


the  population  in  the  older  age  groups  where  these 
causes  of  death  are  most  prevalent.  But  aside  from 
such  factors  the  increase  in  the  rates  for  these  causes 
has  been  sufficiently  large  to  justify  the  attention 
given  to  them  in  the  national  health  program. 

Whether  or  not  the  over-all  death  rate  will  decline 
substantially  during  the  next  50  years  will  depend 
in  part  on  the  continuation  of  the  progress  made  in 
controlling  such  diseases  as  tuberculosis,  influenza, 
and  pneumonia.  Here  the  outlook  is  favorable,  for 
the  more  widespread  utilization  of  present  knowl¬ 
edge  regarding  the  causes  and  control  of  these  dis¬ 
eases  would  lower  the  number  of  deaths  to  a  point 
substantially  below  the  present  levels.  There  is  also 
a  reasonable  expectation  that  more  effective  meas¬ 
ures  for  the  control  of  these  diseases  will  be  devel¬ 
oped,  and  that  they  will  be  applied  to  larger  sections 
of  the  population,  as  public  health  programs  are  in¬ 
tensified  and  extended.  The  experience  of  Kansas 
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and  Wisconsin— two  States  with  relatively  low  death 

rates  and  in  the  registration  area  for  many  years _ 

is  encouraging  in  this  connection.  The  1939-41  death 
rate  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  was 

21.6  in  these  two  States  combined  as  compared  with 

38.7  for  the  United  States,  a  diifference  of  over  one- 
third.  For  pneumonia  and  influenza  the  difference 
was  smaller,  the  rates  being  56.3  and  63.6,  respec¬ 
tively.  In  contrast,  the  experience  of  New  Zealand 
is  discouraging,  for  in  spite  of  a  significantly  longer 
expectation  of  life  than  in  the  United  States  the  death 
rate  for  these  causes  is  about  as  large  there  as  here. 

Although  the  degenerative  diseases  have  not  as  yet 
been  brought  under  control,  there  is  continued  hope 
for  the  future.  Because  certain  damaging  infectious 
diseases  (e.g.,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  and  typhoid 
fever)  have  almost  been  eliminated,  a  substantial 
reduction  should  occur  in  the  organic  impairments 
and  after-effects  so  common  with  such  diseases.  As 
these  sequelae  are  reduced  in  frequency  there  should 
be  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  organic  breakdowns 
or  a  postponement  of  these  breakdowns  until  later  in 
life.  Similar  gains  should  result  from  the  more  re¬ 
cent  campaigns  to  control  venereal  disease.  For  this 
reason  and  because  of  improved  techniques  for  early 
diagnosis,  there  should  be  some  reduction  in  the 
mortality  from  the  degenerative  diseases  even  with¬ 
out  the  discovery  of  better  methods  for  their  preven¬ 
tion  or  treatment.  In  view  of  the  great  amount  of 
research  being  done  on  the  causes  and  control  of 
cancer,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  number  of  deaths 
from  this  disease  will  be  much  lower  before  many 
years  pass. 

The  longer  life  expectancy  in  New  Zealand  than 
in  the  United  States  is  due  in  part  to  lower  death 
rates  for  the  degenerative  diseases,  the  rate  for  dis¬ 
eases  of  the  heart  being  lower  by  several  points. 
Striking  differences  are  found  also  with  nephritis, 
for  which  the  recent  New  Zealand  rate  of  37.3  is 
about  half  that  of  the  United  States  (75.1),  and 
with  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  for  which  the  New  Zea¬ 
land  rate  of  1.9  is  less  than  one-fourth  that  of  the 
United  States  (8.9).  The  New  Zealand  rate  for  in¬ 
tracranial  lesions  of  vascular  origin,  as  shown  in 
table  9,  is  also  well  below  that  for  the  United  States, 
but  part  of  the  difference  is  due  to  differences  in 
classification  of  deaths  by  cause.  The  lower  rate  for 
diarrhea  and  enteritis  in  New  Zealand  (4.7)  than  in 
the  United  States  (9.4)  is  more  important  than  its 
size  indicates,  because  a  large  majority  of  these 
deaths  occur  during  infancy  and  thus  have  a  maxi¬ 
mum  effect  on  life  expectancy. 


Hypothetical  mortality  trends  in  the 
United  States,  1945 — 2000 


A  study  of  the  material  presented  above  leads  in¬ 
evitably  to  the  conclusion  that  death  rates  at  most 
ages  in  the  United  States  will  be  lower  in  future 
years  than  they  have  been  recently.  Opinion  may 
vary  widely,  however,  as  to  exactly  how  large  the 
reductions  will  be,  how  rapidly  they  will  occur,  and 
how  they  will  differ  for  age  groups,  white  and  non¬ 
white  persons,  and  males  and  females.  In  conse¬ 
quence,  it  has  seemed  desirable  in  the  preparation  of 
these  forecasts  of  future  population  to  make  three 
alternative  sets  of  mortality  assumptions,  designated 
as  “high  mortality,”  “low  mortality,”  and  “medium 
mortality.”  The  first  represents  the  smallest  declines 
in  the  age-specific  death  rates  that  seem  probable, 
the  second  the  largest  declines  that  are  considered 
reasonable,  and  the  third  a  position  approximately 
midway  between  the  extremes. 

With  each  of  these  assumptions  it  is  possible  to 
extrapolate  past  trends  according  to  some  formula 
and  arrive  at  hypothetical  death  rates  for  any  future 
year.  An  alternative  procedure  is  to  consider  past 
trends  and  the  likelihood  of  future  changes,  form  an 
opinion  as  to  the  percentage  reduction  in  death  rates 
to  be  expected  by  a  given  future  year,  and  obtain 
rates  for  intervening  years  by  interpolation.  The 
former  method  may  seem  to  have  the  advantage  of 
being  less  influenced  by  personal  bias,  nevertheless 
the  personal  element  would  remain  in  the  choice  be¬ 
tween  two  or  more  formulas  fitting  past  trends 
equally  well  but  giving  different  results  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  More  important,  the  extrapolation  of  past 
trends  according  to  such  formulas  might  lead  to  fu¬ 
ture  rates  which  would  seem  incompatible  with  pres¬ 
ent  knowledge  regarding  causes  of  death  and  means 
of  controlling  them.  After  some  experimentation 
with  both  methods,  the  second  alternative  was  chosen 
as  the  more  desirable  for  the  purpose  at  hand.  Three 
sets  of  estimates  were  made  regarding  the  probable 
relative  decrease  of  the  age-specific  death  rates  of 
native  white  males  between  1939-40  and  2000.®  (See 
table  10.)  Applying  these  percentages  to  the  1939^0 
rates  gave  the  high,  medium,  and  low  death  rates  for 
2000.  Corresponding  rates  for  native  white  females 
foreign-born  white  males  and  females,  and  nonwhite 
males  and  females  were  then  obtained  by  narrowing 
the  differential  between  the  rates  for  each  of  these 


j  X  Decause  1940  was  the  latest  year  for  wBioK 
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Table  10.— DEATH  RATES  OF  NATIVE  WHITE  MALES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1929-30  TO  1940-44,  AND  PROJECTED 

RATES,  1960,  1975,  AND  2000 


[Average  annual  deaths  in  age  group  per  1,000  persons  in  age  group  at  midpoint  of  period] 


AGE 

1929-301 

1939-401 

HIGH  ASSUMPTIONS 

MEDIUM  ASSUMPTIONS 

now  ASSUMPTIONS 

1940-442 

1960 

1975 

2000 

Percent 

decrease, 

1939-40 
to  20008 

1960 

1975 

2000 

Percent 

decrease, 

1939-40 
to  2000* 

1960 

1975 

2000 

Percent 
decrease, 
1939-40 
to  2000* 

Under  1  year . 

1  to  4  years . 

5  to  9  years — . 

10  to  14  years.  . . 

15  to  19  years . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years...- . 

30  to  34  years„._ . 

35  to  39  years . 

40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years.- . 

50  to  54  years.- . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years — . 

70  to  74  years.- . 

75  to  79  years.— . 

80  to  84  years . 

85  to  89  years . . 

90  to  94  years . 

68.0 

5.6 
2.2 

1.7  ’ 

2.7 

3.6 
4.0 

4.6 

5.6 

7.6 

IQ. 2 
14.4 
21.1 
30.8 
47.8 
71.6 
109.6 
166.0 
.233.0 
322.1 

49.4 
2.9 
1.2 
1.2 
1.8 
2.4 
2.6 

3.2 

4.3 
6.2 

9.2 

13.6 

20.6 
30.0 
44.2 
66.6 

106.1 

160.4 

238.5 

329.6 

46.7 

2.4 
1.1 
1.1 

1.5 
2.1 
2.4 
3.0 
4.1 
6.0 

8.9 

13.4 

?0.1 

29.9 
44.0 

65.9 
100.1 
160.8 
226.6 
326.9 

30.4 

1.7 
0.9 
0.9 
1.2 
1.6 

1.8 
2.3 
3.1 

4.8 

7.9 

12.5 

19.8 

29.9 
44.0 

65.9 
100.1 
160.8 
226.6 
326.9 

27.7 

1.7 

0.8 

0.8 

1.1 

1.4 
1.6 
2.1 
2.9 

4.5 

7.4 

12.4 

19.6 

29.9 
44.0 

65.9 
100.1 
160.8 
226.6 
326.9 

27.2 
1.6 
0.7 
0.7 
1.1 

1.4 
1.6 
2.1 
2.8 

4.4 

7.3 

12.3 
19.6 

29.9 
44.0 

65.9 
100.1 
160.8 
226.6 
326.9 

45 

43 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

35 

35 

30 

20 

10 

5 

29.9 
1.6 
0.7 
0.8 
1.0 
1.4 
1.6 
2.0 
2.8 
4.0 

6.2 

10.4 

17.6 

27.7 

42.7 

65.9 
100.1 
160.8 
226.6 
326.9 

24.7 

1.4 

0.6 

0.6 

0.8 

1,1 

1.3 
1.6 

2.4 

3.4 

5.3 

9.2 

15.9 
26.2 
42.0 

65.9 
100.1 
160.8 
226.6 
326.9 

22.2 

1.'3 

0.6 

0.5 

0.7 

1.0 

1.2 

1.4 

2.2 

3.1 

5.0 

8.9 

15.4 

25.5 
42.0 
65.9 

100.1 

1.60.8 

226.6 

326.9 

55 

55 

55 

60 

60 

60 

55 

55 

50 

50 

45 

35 

25 

15 

5 

29.7 

1.6 

0.7 

0.7 

0.9 

1.2 

1.4 
1,8 
2.6 

3.5 

5.3 

8.2 

14.6 

23.5 

33.6 
57.1 
97.9 

160.8 

226.6 

326.9 

23.0 

1.2 

0.5 

0.5 

0.7 

0.8 

1.0 

1.2 

1,9 

2.5 

4.0 

6.0 

10.5 

17.4 

28.7 
54.3 

95.7 
160.8 
226.6 
326.9 

19.7 

1.0 

0.4 

0.3 

0.4 

0.6 

0.8 

1.0 

1.5 

2.2 

3.7 

5.4 

9.3 

15.0 

26.5 
53.3 

95.5 
160.8 
226.6 
326.9 

60 

65 

70 

75 

75 

75 

70 

70 

65 

65 

60 

60 

55 

50 

40 

20 

10 

^From  life  tdhles  computed  by  the  Scripps  Foundation  for  Research  in 
Population  Problems,  Registered  deaths  have  been  increased  by  S.6  percent 
in  1929-30  and  3.1  percent  in  1939-40  to  allow  for  incomplete  recording, 
and  the  number  of  children  under  5  increased  by  7  percent  to  allow  for 
underenumeration  in  the  census.  South  Dakota  and  Texas  are  not  included 
in  1929-30. 


2From  life  tables  computed  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  Registered 
deaths  have  been  increased  by  2.5  percent  and  the  number  of  children  under 
5  by  6.6  percent. 

sPercent  decrease  in  the  death  rates  between  1939-40  and  2000  assumed 
for  the  1943  report.  Leaders  indicate  those  ages  where  no  change  was  assumed. 
In  the  present  report  the  1940-44  rates  for  these  ages  have  been  held  constant. 


groups  and  those  for  native  white  males,'^ 

After  the  hypothetical  death  rates  were  set  for  the 
year  2000,  trend  lines  were  chosen  for  interpolating 
during  the  period  from  1939-40  to  the  end  of  the 
century.  It  was  assumed  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
decline  in  mortality  before  2000  would  occur  by  1990, 
that  there  would  be  little  if  any  decline  after  2000, 
and  hence  that  the  trend  lines  would  be  nearly  hori¬ 
zontal  by  2000.  Experimentation  with  several  con¬ 
ventional  types  of  curves  indicated  that  for  most  ages 
a  simple  logistic  curve  would  best  meet  these  require¬ 
ments,  pass  through  the  observed  rates  for  1929-30 
and  1939^0  and  the  assumed  rates  for  2000,  and 
give  reasonable  values  for  years  prior  to  1929.  This 
type  of  curve  was  accordingly  used  in  the  interpola¬ 
tions  for  the  high  mortality  assumptions  at  all  ages 
and  for  the  low  assumptions  at  ages  under  40.  At 
older  ages  simple  logistic  curves  gave  values  for  the 
low  mortality  assumptions  that  were  much  too  high 
when  projected  back  to  years  before  1929;  hence  it 
was  necessary  to  modify  them  empirically  to  decrease 

awhile  accepting  full  responsibility  for  the  mortality  assumptions  that 
were  used  in  the  report.  Estimates  of  Future  Population  of  the  United 
States,  1940-2000,  Thompson  and  Whelpton  expressed  their  appreciation 
for  suggestions  received  from  W.  R.  Williamson  of  the  Social  Security 
Board,  Leon  E.  Truesdell  and  Halbert  L.  Dunn  of  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  and  Harold  F.  Dorn  of  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service. 


the  rate  of  decline  during  the  decades  immediately 
preceding  1930  and  following  1940.  The  medium 
trend  values  were  set  approximately  midway  be¬ 
tween  the  high  and  the  low  series  (see  table  10). 

The  hypothetical  mortality  trends  given  by  this 
procedure  are  characterized  by  a  relatively  large  de¬ 
crease  at  the  younger  ages  and  a  relatively  small  de¬ 
crease  at  the  older  ages  (see  fig.^l).  This  pattern  is 
followed  exactly  by  the  high  mortality  assumptions, 
which  provide  for  a  45  percent  reduction  in  infant 
mortality  rates  between  1939-40  and  2000  and  a 
gradually  diminishing  redpction  until  age  60,  above 
which  point  a  continuation  of  the  1939-40  death  rates 
is  assumed.  The  high  mortality  assumptions  for  the 
year  2000  are  somewhat  below  the  prewar  rates  at¬ 
tained  by  any  foreign  country  at  ages  under  30,  but 
the  differences  are  not  large  numerically  (see  tables 
6  and  10).  Only  at  ages  0-4  and  10-14  are  the  high 
mortality  assumptions  for  2000  less  than  the  lowest 
State  rates  in  1940.  With  high  mortality  the  average 
future  lifetime  of  native  white  males  would  be  in¬ 
creased  by  the  end  of  the  century  to  66.2  years  at 
birth,  49.1  at  age  20,  30.7  at  age  40,  and  15.0  at  age 
60  (see  table  11).  This  is  considered  the  least  im¬ 
provement  that  is  to  be  expected. 
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T-  ^11  —AVPT?  APE  FUTURE  LIFETIME  EXPECTED  FOR  NATIVE  WHITE  MALES  AT  SELECTED  AGES,  FOR  THE 
■  UNITED  STATES  1929-30  TO  1940-44,  AND  PROJECTED  VALUES,  1960,  1975,  AND  2000 


IFor  basis  of  computation,  see  table  10.  footnotes  1  and  2.  Values  for  future  years  taken  from  life  tables  based  on  rates  shown  in  table  10] 


IB  or  Di 

ISIS  OI  COD 

HIGH 

MORTALITY  ASSUMPTIONS 

MEDIUM  MORTALITY  ASSUMPTIONS 

LOW'  MORTALITY  ASSUMPTIONS 

EXACT  AGE 

1929-30 

1939-40 

1940-44 

1960 

1975 

2000 

Increase, 

1939-40 
to  2000 

1960 

1975 

2000 

Increase, 

1939-40 
to  2000 

1960 

1975 

2000 

Increase, 

1939-40 
to  2000 

■Rirth  . 

58.8 

62.6 

63.3 

65.6 

48.9 

30.5 

66.0 

49.0 

30.6 

15.0 

66.2 

49.1 

30.7 

15.0 

3.6 

1.5 

0.8 

0.1 

66.6  ' 
49.8 
31.3 
15.2 

67.8  ^ 
50.5 

31.8 
15.3 

68.6 

50.9 

6.0 

3.3 

68.2 

51.4 

70.6 

63.1 

72.1 

54.1 

9.5 

6.5 

20  years 

45.0 

47.6 

47.9 

32.0 

2.1 

32.9 

34.3 

34.9 

5.0 

40  .  _ _ — . 

29.2 

29.9 

30.1 

15.4 

0.5 

16.3 

17.0 

17.3 

2.4 

60  year.s...„ . 

14.5 

14.9 

15.0 

15.0 

A  different  age  pattern  of  mortality  reduction  is 
followed  in  the  low  mortality  assumptions.  Here  the 
hypothetical  reduction  of  the  death  rates  between 
1939-40  and  2000  is  60  percent  for  infants,  rises  to 
75  percent  in  the  teen  ages  and  early  adult  life,  and 
then  falls  to  10  percent  at  ages  75-79.  By  far  the 
most  important  departure  from  the  present  record 
low  point  of  mortality  occurs  under  1  year  of  age, 
the  rate  of  19.7  per  1,000  assumed  for  the  year  2000 
being  15  points  below  the  lowest  New  Zealand  rate 
(34.6  in  1941)  and  16  points  below  the  lowest  State 
rate  (35.7  in  Connecticut  in  1942) .®  Between  ages  1 
and  60  the  differences  between  the  rates  for  the  year 
2000  and  the  lowest  rates  for  States  or  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  could  not  be  large  in  absolute  numbers  for  the 
rates  are  small,  but  they  exceed  60  percent  at  ages 
10-14  and  25  percent  at  other  ages  under  60.  If 
these  reductions  in  death  rates  occur,  the  average 
future  lifetime  of  native  white  males  in  2000  will  be 
72.1  years  at  birth,  54.1  years  at  age*  20,  34.9  years 
at  age  40,  and  17.3  years  at  age  60.  To  achieve  such 
longevity  seems  within  the  range  of  possibility,  but 
it  will  require  outstanding  progress  in  medicine  and 
public  health. 

The  smaller  percentage  decrease  in  the  death  rate 
for  infants  than  in  the  death  rates  at  the  immediately 
succeeding  ages  in  the  low  mortality  assumptions 
may  need  explanation.  In  recent  years  about  30  per¬ 
cent  of  the  infant  deaths  have  been  due  to  premature 
birth  and  more  than  10  percent  to  congenital  mal¬ 
formations.  While  infant  death  rates  for  all  the  other 
important  causes  were  reduced  sharply  (45  to  90 
percent)  between  1900  and  1943,  the  rate  for  pre¬ 
mature  births  declined  only  10  percent  and  that  for 
congenital  malformations  rose  nearly  10  percent. 
Because  deaths  from  these  causes  are  influenced  in 
part  by  a  wide  variety  of  factors  affecting  prenatal 

8It  should  be  remembered  that  these  are  central  death  rates  (the  number 
of  deaths  under  1  divided  by  the  midyear  population  under  1)  and  not 
infant  mortality  rates  (the  number  of  deaths  under  1  divided  by  the 
number  of  births). 


health  and  in  part  by  the  biological  ability  of  the 
reproductive  mechanism  to  function  perfectly,  their 
prevention  may  continue  to  be  difficult.  Between  the 
ages  of  1  and  45,  however,  the  irreducible  minimum 
in  the  light  of  present  and  anticipated  future  knowl¬ 
edge  is  further  below  current  mortality  rates;  hence 
larger  percentage  decreases  appear  possible. 

In  the  medium  assumptions  the  percentage  de¬ 
clines  of  death  rates  from  1939—40  to  2000  are  ap¬ 
proximately  midway  between  those  of  the  high  and 
low  assumptions.  They  result  in  an  average  future 
lifetime  for  native  white  males  of  68.6  years  at  birth, 
50.9  years  at  age  20,  32.0  years  at  age  40,  and  15.4 
years  at  age  60.  The  figure  for  infants  at  birth  is 
approximately  the  same  as  those  based  on  the  lowest 
death  rates  achieved  in  1940  in  a  State  or  a  foreign 
nation  (68.4  and  68.6  years,  respectively,  as  shown 
in  tables  3  and  8) .  At  adult  ages,  however,  the  medium 
values  for  future  lifetime  are  less  than  those  of  the 
leading  States  or  nations.  This  difference  increases 
with  age,  the  medium  expectancy  of  15.4  years  at 
age  60  being  significantly  below  the  16.8  years  of 
the  low  States  and  17.3  years  of  the  low  nations. 

As  mentioned  earlier,  the  death  rates  for  native 
white  males  were  used  as  the  basis  for  obtaining 
the  rates  for  other  groups.  Three  principles  were  fol¬ 
lowed  in  this  connection.  The  first  is  that  past  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  death  rates  of  native  white,  for¬ 
eign-born  white,  and  nonwhite  persons  of  the  same 
sex  and  age  are  due  chiefly  to  differences  in  socio¬ 
economic  status  rather  than  to  inherent  biological 
differences,  and  hence  are  subject  in  large  measure 
to  human  control.  The  second  is  that  an  important 
part  of  the  difference  between  the  age-specific  death 
rates  of  males  and  females  of  the  same  race  and 
nativity  group  is  due  to  biological  differences  which 
are  not  subject  to  this  measure  of  control.  Although 
these  two  principles  cannot  be  demonstrated  beyond 
question,  they  are  supported  by  the  available  infor¬ 
mation.  The  third  principle  is  that  the  larger  the 
decline  in  the  native  white  male  death  rates  by  the 


14 


FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


year  2000,  the  smaller  the  differentials  will  become. 
This  is  derived  from  the  first  two,  for  a  larger 
decline  implies  a  greater  control  and  therefore  a 
closer  approach  to  the  biological  minimum  of 
mortality. 

In  accordance  with  these  principles  the  foreign- 
born  white  males  and  the  nonwhite  males  were  as¬ 
signed  death  rates  for  the  year  2000  which  exceeded 
those  of  the  native  white  males  at  each  age  level 
by  a  specified  fraction  of  the  corresponding  percent¬ 
age  difference  in  1939-40.  In  the  high  assumptions 
the  fraction  used  was  three-fourths,  in  the  medium 
assumptions  it  was  one-half,  and  in  the  low  assump¬ 
tions  it  was  one-fourth.  The  corresponding  fractions 
for  years  between  1940  and  2000  were  obtained  by 
straight  line  interpolation.  Since  the  mortality  of 
foreign-born  white  males  was  lower  than  that  of  non¬ 
white  males  in  1939-40,  this  procedure  gave  death 
rates  for  nonwhite  males  which  decreased  more  rap¬ 
idly  than  those  for  foreign-born  white  males,  which 
in  turn  decreased  more  rapidly  than  those  of  native 
white  males. 

Death  rates  for  native  white,  foreign-born  white, 
and  nonwhite  females  were  obtained  from  the  cor¬ 
responding  rates  for  males.  In  the  high  mortality 
assumptions  the  percentage  by  which  the  male  death 
rate  exceeded  the  female  death  rate  at  each  age  was 
left  unchanged.  In  the  medium  assumptions  it  was 
reduced  by  one-sixth  between  1940  and  2000,  and  in 
the  low  assumptions  it  was  reduced  by  one-third. 

The  foregoing  discussion  of  mortality  assumptions 
relates  with  minor  exceptions  to  those  made  in  1942 
and  used  in  preparing  the  previous  series  of  esti¬ 


mates.  At  that  time  detailed  mortality  statistics  were 
available  for  1940  but  not  for  later  3/ears;  hence  the 
death  rates  to  be  applied  to  the  1940  population  in 
computing  the  number  of  survivors  in  1945  were 
estimated  as  explained  above.  The  projected  rates 
and  the  resulting  numbers  of  persons  dying  and 
surviving  may  now  be  compared  with  the  corre¬ 
sponding  figures  based  on  the  current  estimates  for 
the  5-year  period. 

According  to  the  projected  mortality  trends  the 
number  of  deaths  between  April  1, 1940,  and  April  1, 
1945,  excluding  deaths  due  to  World  War  II,  was 
expected  to  be  between  7,552,000  (high  assumptions) 
and  7,444,000  (low  assumptions),  and  close  to 
I  7,513,000  (medium  assumptions) .»  The  current  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  number  of  deaths  which  would  have 
occurred  without  war  losses  is  7,311,000;  hence  the 
medium  mortality  assumptions  give  an  estimate  of 
deaths  which  is  too  high  by  about  202,000,  or  2.8 
percent  (see  table  12) .  The  purpose  of  forecasts  of 
population,  however,  is  not  to  show  the  probable 
number  of  deaths,  but  rather  the  probable  number 
of  survivors.  The  estimate  for  this  group  on  April  1, 
1945,  based  on  the  medium  mortality  rates  (with 
no  allowance  for  war  deaths),  is  too  low  by  the  same 
amount,  i.  e.,  202,000,  but  the  relative  difference  is 
only  about  0.1  percent,  which  is  too  small  to  be 
important. 

When  the  previous  report  was  written  (in  the  autumn  of  1942)  there 
was  no  adequate  basis  for  estimating  how  many  deaths  would  be  caused 
by  the  war.  For  this  reason  war  deaths  were  ignored  in  making  the 
mortality  assumptions,  and  special  tables  were  prepared  to  show  the  amount 
to  be  deducted  from  the  future  population  to  kllow  for  the  war  deaths  of 
each  100,000  white  males  and  10,000  nonwhite  males. 


TABI.E  12.-COMPARISON  OP  THE  CURRENT  ESTIMATE  AND  THE  FORECAST  OF  DEATHS  BY  COLOR  AND  SEX  FOR 
THE  UNITED  STATES,  APRIL  1,  1940,  TO  APRIL  1,  1945,  AND  SURVIVORS  ON  APRiL  ^945  ’ 


COLOR  AND  SEX 

DEATHS^ 

1  SURVIVORS^ 

Current 

estimate 

Forecast 

Percent 
deviation 
of  medium 
forecast 
from 
current 
estimate 

Current 

estimate 

Forecast 

High 

mortality 

Medium 

mortality 

Low 

mortality 

High 

mortality 

Medium 

mortality 

Low 

mortality 

All  classes . 

7,311 

7,552 

7,513 

7,444 

+2.8 

139,681 

139,440 

139,479 

139,548 

White. . . 

Male. 

Female . . 

Nonwhite . 

Male  . 

Female . . 

6,333 

3,587 

2,746 

978 

527 

451 

6,529 

3,631 

2,898 

1,023 

546 

477 

6,503 

3,613 

2,890 

1,010 

539 

471 

6,445 

3,577 

2,868 

999 

533 

466 

+2.7 

+0.7 

+5.2 

+3.3 

+2.3 

+4.4 

124,997 

62,620 

62,377 

14,684 

7,209 

7,475 

124,801 

62,576 

62,225 

14,639 

7,190 

7,449 

124,827 

62,594 

62,233 

14,652 

7,197 

7,455 

124,885 

62,630 

62,255 

14,663 

7,203 

7,460 

Percent 
deviation 
of  medium 
forecast 
from 
current 
estimate 


—0.1 


—0.1 


—0.2 

—0.2 

—0.3 


- -  - cAucajs  ueatns  resulting  irom 

the  war. 

21ncludes  survivors  of  children  born  between  Apr,  1,  1940,  and  Apr,  1, 


1945.  In  computing  survivors,  the  population  figures  were  adjusted  for 
underenumeration  of  children  and  the  births  for  underregistration. 
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The  forecast  of  white  persons  surviving  is  closer 
to  the  current  estimate  than  is  that  for  nonwhite 
persons,  the  former  being  0.1  percent  too  low  and 
the  latter  0.2  percent  too  low.  In  other  words  the 
white-nonwhite  mortality  differential  was  reduced 
more  rapidly  than  was  anticipated.  The  medium  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  number  of  white  males  surviving  is  very 
close  (within  26,000),  but  the  white  females  surviv¬ 
ing  were  underestimated  by  0.2  percent.  Nonwhite 
survivors  were  underestimated  for  both  sexes,  but 
the  error  for  females  (0.3  percent)  is  larger  than 
that  for  males  (0.2  percent).  With  both  white  and 
nonwhite  persons  the  excess  mortality  of  males  did 
not  decrease  as  had  been  expected. 

A  much  more  rigorous  test  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
mortality  assumptions  may  be  made  from  rates  for 
the  various  color,  age,  and  sex  groups.  For  white 
males  the  medium  projected  rates  are  within  2.1  per 
1,000  of  the  currently  estimated  rates,  except  at  ages 
70-79  where  mortality  is  high  and  the  population 
relatively  small.^®  (See  table  13.)  Even  at  these  ages 
the  relative  differences  are  less  than  three  percent. 
The  differences  between  the  projections  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  estimates  for  white  females  are  1.6  or  less  per 
1,000  at  ages  under  50,  but  are  3.0  or  larger  at  ages 

lOXhe  comparison  is  between  death  rates  representing  the  number  of 
deaths  between  Apr.  1,  1940,  and  Apr.  1,  1945,  per  1,000  persons  grouped 
by  age  on  Apr.  1,  1940.  These  rates  are  comparable  to  those  computed 

from  a  life  table  by  the  formula  1,000 — 1,000  ^ 
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over  50.  Again,  however,  the  relative  differences  are 
small  (less  than  7.0  percent)  at  these  older  ages. 
The  medium  assumptions  for  nonwhite  persons  dif¬ 
fer  from  the  current  estimates  by  less  than  2.0  per 
1,000  at  ages  from  10-14  to  40-44,  but  by  larger 
amounts  at  most  of  the  other  ages.  The  most  impor¬ 
tant  difference  occurs  in  the  group  born  between 
April  1,  1940,  and  April  1,  1945,  the  forecast  of 
mortality  being  too  low  by  12.0  per  1,000  for  males 
and  11.2  for  females.^i  But  even  here  the  effect  on 
survivors  is  small  relatively,  the  forecast  being  too 
high  by  less  than  1.3  percent. 

In  view  of  the  close  agreement  in  most  cases  be¬ 
tween  the  current  estimates  and  the  medium  assump¬ 
tions  for  color-age-sex  specific  mortality  rates  during 
1940-45  when  the  excess  deaths  due  to  the  war  are 
omitted,  it  seemed  advisable  in  this  revision  to  make 
minimum  changes  in  the  estimated  rates  for  2000 
(obtained  as  explained  above),  and  to  modify  the 
rates  for  the  1945-2000  period  so  that  they  follow 
smoothed  curves  connecting  the  current  estimates 
for  1940-45  and  the  earlier  forecasts  for  2000.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  no  changes  have  been  made  in  the  rates 
for  2000  except  at  those  ages  where  the  rates  had 
earlier  been  assumed  to  remain  constant  between 
1939-40  and  2000  but  actually  changed  somewhat 

iiThe  larger  differences  at  certain  other  ages,  c.flr.,  ages  80-84,  have  a 
much  less  important  effect  on  the  forecasts  because  of  the  much  smaller 
number  of  persons  involved. 


Table  13.— COMPARISON  OF  CURRENTLY  ESTIMATED  DEATH  RATES  AND  PROJECTED  DEATH  RATES  ACCORDING 
TO  MEDIUM  ASSUMPTIONS,  BY  COLOR,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1940-45 

[Deaths  during  the  5-year  period  1940  to  1945  per  1,000  persons  grouped  by  age  at  the  beginning  of  the  period.  The  current  estimates  were  computed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  formula  1,000—1,000  unpublished  life  tables  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  on  the  basis  of  registered  deaths  for  the 

years  1940  to  1944.  The  medium  projections  are  those  used  in  the  earlier  report.  Rates  are  adjusted  for  underregistration  and  exclude  the  excess  deaths 


resulting  from  the  war] 


AGE  IN  1940 

WHITE  MALE 

WHITE  FEMALE 

NONWHITE  MALE 

NON  WHITE  FEMALE 

Current 

estimate 

Medium 

projection 

Deviation 

of 

projection 

from 

current 

estimate 

Current 

estimate 

Medium 

projection 

Deviation 

of 

projection 

from 

current 

estimate 

Current 

estimate 

Medium 
;  projection 

Deviation 

of 

projection 

from 

current 

estimate 

Current 

estimate 

Medium 

projection 

Deviation 

of 

projection 

from 

current 

estimate 

Born  in  5-year  period.... 

Under  5  years . 

5  to  9  years. . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . 

40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years. . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  to  79  years . 

SO  to  84  years.„ . . 

47.8 
9.4 
5.3 
6.8 
8.8 

11.5 
13.2 

17.5 

24.8 

36.8 

55.4 

81,8 

119.4 

171.1 

242.2 
339.7 
476.6 
625.1 

47.0 

11.1 

3.2 

6.5 

9.4 

11.3 

13.1 

17.1 

24.2 

36.3 

55.2 

82.6 

120.4 

171.6 
244.1 
348.3 
480.9 

625.7 

—0.8 
-1-1.7 
—2.1 
— 0. 3 
-fO.6 
—0.2 
—0.1 
—0.4 
— 0 . 6 
—0.5 

—0.2 

-1-0.8 

+1.0 

+0.5 

+1.9 

+8.6 

+4.3 

+0.6 

37.8 
7.9 

3.8 

3.9 

,  6,6 
8.0 
9.8 
12.6 
17.2 

24.4 

35.5 
52.1 

78.9 
121.8 
187.1 
283.6 
423.0 
579.3 

37.2 

8.9 

2.2 

4.5 
6.7 

8.6 
10.8 

'  13.4 
17.8 
25.4 

37.1 

55.1 

84.2 

127.2 

195.2 

294.2 
430.1 
592.9 

—0.6 

+1.0 

—1.6 

+0.6 

+0.1 

+0.6 

+1.0 

+0.8 

+0.6 

+1.0 

+1,6 

+3.0 

+5.3 

+5.4 

+8.1 

+10.6 

+7.1 

+13.6 

86.1 

16.7 
8.2 

12.9 

24.0 

34.5 

41.7 
51.2 
66.0 
89.0 

122.0 

153.8 
180.3 

230.9 

297.1 

352.1 
414.8 
606.6 

74.1 

18.1  ! 
4.6 

13.1 
24.7 

34.6 

42.1 

51.2 
65.5 

87.7 

120.8 

168.4 
192.0 
219.0 

267.5 
350.1 

431.6 

548.6 

—12.0 

+1.4 

—3.6 

+0.2 

+0.7 

+0.1 

+0.4 

—0.5 

—1.3 

—1.2 

+4.6 

+11.7 

—11.9 

—29.6 

—2.0 

+16.8 

+42.0 

70.9 

14.6 
7.1 

13.0 

23.7 

29.7 

34.9 
44.1 

57.9 
75.6 

102.4 
135.2 
164.0 

205.8 
250.7 

283.9 
325.6 

395.4 

59.7 

15.4 
4.0 

14.2 

25.2 

31.2 

36.8 

44.4 

58.3 
77.2 

106.0 

143.5 
179.0 

195.5 
228.1 
300.2 
352.4 
432.8 

—11.2 

+0.8 

—3.1 

+1.2 

+1.5 

+1.5 

+1.9 

+0.3 

+0.4 

+1.6 

+3.6 

+8.3 

+15.0 

—10.3 

—22.6 

+16.3 

+26.8 

+37.4 

16 
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between  1939-40  and  1940-45.  TJie  1940-45  rates 
for  these  ages  were  in  most  cases  lower  than  those 
for  1939-40  and  2000.  This  occurred  with  the  me¬ 
dium  mortality  assumptions  for  native  white  males 
at  ages  70-74  and  over,  for  foreign-born  white  and 
non  white  males  at  ages  75-79  and  over,  and  for 
white  and  nonwhite  females  at  ages  65-69  and  over. 
The  differences  between  the  1939^0  rates  and  the 
1940-45  rates  for  whites  are  small,  however,  and 
those  for  nonwhites  may  be  affected  in  important 
degree  by  the  incorrect  reporting  of  the  age  of 
elderly  nonwhite  persons.  In  these  few  cases  it  is 
assumed  in  this  revision  that  the  currently  estimated 
1940^5  rates  continue  unchanged.  At  other  ages 
the  trends  between  the  currently  estimated  1940-45 
rates  and  the  projected  rates  for  2000  which  are 
used  ip  this  revision  are  obtained  from  those  pre¬ 
viously  established,  the  divergences  found  for  1940- 
45  being  reduced  to  zero  by  2000.^^  The  resulting  cen¬ 
tral  death  rates  are  shown  in  table  10  and  figure  1.^* 
While  it  is  not  expected  that  the  actual  course  of 
mortality  in  the  future  will  follow  exactly  any  of  the 
assumed  trends,  it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  between 
the  high  and  the  low,  and  nearest  to  the  medium 
series. 


I21n  most  instances  the  relative  divergence  is  reduced  one-eleventh  in 
each  5-year  period  (there  being  12  such  periods  from  1940-45  to  1995-2000, 
inclusive).  Thus,  if  the  currently  estimated  rate  for  1940-45  is  11  percent 
higher  than  the  projected  rate,  the  revised  rates  ai’e  obtained  by  increasing 
the  previous  forecast  for  1945-50  by  10  percent,  for  1950-55' by  9  percent, 
etc.  In  a  few  ca.ses,  however,  the  convergence  is  accelerated  in  order  to 
avoid  a  rate  between  1940—45  and  2000  below  the  estimate  for  2000. 

ISThe  5-year  survival  rates  actually  used  in  the  computation  of  forecasts 
to  1975  are  given  in  appendix  table  A  for  each  5-year  period,  1945-50  to 
1970-75,  by  color,  nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


B.  FERTILITY  TRENDS,  1945—2000 
Past  fertility  trends  in  the  United  States 

Changes  in  fertility  have  been  larger  and  less 
regular  than  those  in  mortality  during  past  years, 
and  are  likely  to  be  so  in  the  future.  Although  it  is 
true  that  there  have  been  important  fluctuations  in 
the  death  rate  from  year  to  year  under  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  modern  civilization,  notably  because  of  epi¬ 
demics  or  war,  most  changes  have  been  gradual  de¬ 
creases  due  to  the  development  of  medical  and  sani¬ 
tary  science.  The  birth  rate,  in  contrast,  is  more 
directly  dependent  on  individual  behavior,  hence  it 
has  varied  more  widely  both  up  and  down.  Changing 
economic  and  social  conditions  not  only  affect  the 
opportunity  that  people  have  for  marrying  and  fox- 
raising  families,  but  also  influence  their  attitudes 
toward  assuming  such  responsibilities.  For  these  rea¬ 
sons  an  analysis  of  past  ti-ends  of  fertility,  while  aid¬ 
ing  in  the  formation  of  opinion  concerning  future 
developments,  must  be  supplemented  with  more  in¬ 
formation  on  underlying  causes  and  attitudes  than 
is  the  case  with  mortality. 

The  recording  of  births  in  the  United  States  de¬ 
veloped  less  rapidly  than  the  recording  of  deaths,  the 
national  birth  registration  area  being  formed  15 
years  after  the  death  registration  area  commenced 
to  function  on  a  yearly  basis.  Beginning  in  1915  with 
10  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  birth 
registration  area  grew  to  23  States  in  1920,  to  46  in 
1930,  and  became  Nation-wide  in  1933.  Since  birth 
data  have  been  available  for  the  entire  United  States 
for  such  a  short  time,  it  is  fortunate  that  another 
measure  of  fertility,  the  ratio  of  children  to  women, 
is  available  for  census  years'  as  far  back  as  1800.  In 


Tabu5:14.— CHILDREN  UNDER  5  YEARS  OF  AGE,  PER  1,000  WOMEN  20  TO  44  YEARS  OP  AGE,  BY  RACE  AND  NATIVITY 

OF  WOMAN,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES,  BY  DIVISIONS:  1800  TO  1940 

'■atioj.  aJl  ratios  have  been  adjusted  for  undcronumeration  of  children,  and  ail  except  those  for 
r?  been  standardized  indirectly  to  the  age  distribution  of  women  in  the  United  States  in  19.W.  The  number  of  enumerated  wMte  children 


YEAR 

j  TOTAL  WHITE 

Native 

white. 

United 

States 

Negro, 

United 

States 

United 

States 

New 

England 

Middle 

Atlantic 

East 

North 

Central 

West 

North 

Central 

South 

Atlantic 

East 

South 

Central 

West 

South 

Central 

Mountain 

Pacific 

i8oa . 1 . 

1810 . ; . 

1820 . 

1830. . 

1840 

1,342 

1,358 

1,295 

1,145 

1,085 

892 

905 

814 

780 

685 

666 

631 

604 

506 

419 

1,164 

1,111 

980 

828 

770 

636 

639 

564 

520 

456 

497 

505 

543 

467 

365 

1,334 
1,365  1 
1,244  ' 
1,044 
951 
776 
784 
702 
648 
563 
.567 
554 
562 

'  447 

337 

1,918 

1,777 

1,683 

1,473 

1,280 

1,037 

1,016 

892 

781 

668 

620 

576 

570 

482 

407 

1,402 

1,382 

1,330 

1,189 

1,162 

957 

940 

833 

879 

802 

802 

780 

720 

618 

480 

1,875 

1,794 

1,708 

1,530 

1,424 

1,115 

1,056 

922 

952 

873 

855 

836 

760 

680 

556 

1,915 

1,768 

1,685 

1,446 

1,122 

1,118 

1,012 

930 

797 

731 

650 

605 

520 

452 

1,446 

1,483 

1,369 

1,310 

1,061 

1,103 

953 

1,066 

994 

942 

861 

706 

586 

492 

. 

— 

1850 . 

1860 . 

1870 . i 

1880 . i 

1890 . ! 

1900 . 

1910 . . . 

1920 . 

1930 . . 

1940 . 

i  875 

1,054 
:  982 

j  892 

'  770 

742 
680 
686 
582 
546 

896 

1,035 

916 

808 

600 

532 

478 

447 

357 

358 

7!::::::::;;:::;;; 

594 

555 

499 

426 

1,087 

1,072 

997 

1,090 

930 

845 

736 

60S 

554 

513 

FERTILITY  TRENDS 


its  customary  form  this  ratio  shows  the  number  of 
children  under  5  per  1,000  women  of  childbearing 
age.  It  depends  primarily  on  the  births  in  the  5 
years  preceding  the  census  date,  but  is  affected  in 
minor  degree  by  child  mortality  during  that  period. 

Caution  must  be  exercised  in  the  use  and  interpre¬ 
tation  of  both  birth  rates  and  ratios  of  children  to 
women  because  of  the  underregistration  of  births 
and  underreporting  of  young  children.  Since  this 
matter  is  discussed  in  section  C  all  that  need  be  said 
here  is  that  the  fertility  rates  for  the  United  States 
and  its  subdivisions  which  are  presented  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  have  been  adjusted  for  underreporting. 

The  ratios  of  children  to  women  for  census  years 
from  1800  to  date  show  clearly  that  the  long-time- 
trend  of  fertility  in  the  United  States  has  been  down¬ 
ward  and  that  a  great  decrease  has  occurred.  In 
1800  there  were  approximately  1,342  children  under 
5  for  every  1,000  white  women  aged  20-44.  After 
1810  the  ratio  fell  rapidly,  reaching  1,085  in  1840, 
780  in  1880,  604  in  1920,  and  419  in  1940  (see  table 
14) .  The  1940  figure  is  less  than  half  of  that  for 
1860  and  less  than  one-third  of  that  for  1800.  A 
more  accurate  measure  of  fertility  should  show  a 
larger  decline,  for  during  the  140-year  period  there 
was  a  decrease  of  over  80  percent  in  infant  and  child 
mortality.  Ratios  of  children  to  women  can  be  com¬ 
puted  for  Negroes  from  1850  to  1940.  During  this 
period  the  fertility  of  Negro  women,  like  that  of 
white  women,  dropped  by  a  little  over  50  percent. 

A  much  more  accurate  idea  of  fertility  trends  since 
1920  is  given  by  age-specific  birth  rates,  that  is,  the 
number  of  births  per  thousand  women  aged  15-19, 
20-24,  and  so  on  up  to  45-49.  Rates  for  the  various 
age  groups  can  be  used  separately  or  can  be  com¬ 
bined  to  obtain  single  figures  showing  the  average 
number  of  births  per  100  women  living  through  the 
childbearing  period  and  the  average  number  of  fe¬ 
males  borne  by  such  women  (the  gross  reproduction 
rate) 

From  the  end  of  the  demobilization  after  World 
War  I  to  the  worst  year  of  the  depression,  there 
was  a  large  and  almost  uninterrupted  drop  in  the 
gross  reproduction  rate.  In  1921  the  rate  for  native 
white  women  in  the  birth  registration  area  was  155, 
but  by  1933  it  was  only  104,  a  decline  of  33  percent 
(see  table  15) .  From  1936  to  1943  the  long-time 

i^Addin^r  the  acre-specific  birth  rates  per  1.000  women  by  5-year  a5?e 
groups  and  dividing  by  2  gives  the  average  number  of  births  per  100 
women  living  through  the  childbearing  period  subject  to  those  rates. 
Multiplying  this  figure  by  the  percent  of  babies  that  are  girls  gives  the 
conventional  gross  reproduction  rate  per  100  women.  In  computing  both 
types  of  rates  it  is  assumed  that  the  women  who  die  before  the  end  of 
the  childbearing  period  have  the  same  age-specific  birth  rates  prior  to 
death  as  the  women  who  live  to  the  end  of  the  childbearing  period. 


downward  trend  was  not  followed,  for  the  rate  rose 
25  percent  and  the  1943  rate  of  130  was  the  highest 


Table  15.— Birth  Rates  by  Aoe  of  MotherV  per  100 

Women  Living  to  Age  50,  and  Gross  Reprodttction 
Rates,  for  Native  White  Women  in  the  United  States, 
1920  TO  1945,  AND  FOR  Nonwhite  Women,  1930  to  1945 

IStillbirths  are  excluded.  Births  in  the  registration  area  have  been  increased  to 
allow  for  incomplete  recording..  Births  outside  the  registration  area  (in  1920 
to  1932)  have  been  estimated  according  to  the  method  explained  by  Whelpton, 
P.  K.,  “Corrected  Birth  Rate  Tables  by  States,  1918-21,  1929-31 in  National 
Resources  Committee,  Population  Statistics,  2.  State  Data,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  1937  j 


BIBTH  bate!  fob  WOMEN  AGED - 

NATIVITY 

OF  WOMAN 
AND  YEAB 

15  to 
49 

^rears^ 

15  to 
19 

years* 

20  to 
24 

years 

25  to 
29 

years 

30  to 
34 

years 

35  to 
39 

years 

40  to 
44 

years 

45  to 
49 

NATIVE 

WHITE 

1920 

99 

55 

166 

160 

122 

85  ■ 

35 

5 

1091 

101 

59 

166 

164 

125 

87 

35 

5 

1922  . 

94 

54 

153 

155 

119 

80 

33 

4 

1Q9R 

94 

54 

152 

155 

120 

80 

32 

4 

1924 . 

94 

58 

154 

153 

120 

79 

32 

4 

91 

57 

148 

148 

116 

76 

31 

4 

1926  . 

88 

55 

144 

142 

112 

72 

29 

4 

1927 . 

86 

55 

144 

139 

109 

71 

28 

3 

199R 

81 

52 

138 

131 

101 

67 

26 

3 

1929 . 

77 

49 

133 

127 

94 

62 

24 

3 

1930  . 

78 

50 

136 

128 

95 

61 

24 

3 

1931 . - . 

74 

47 

129 

123 

89 

59 

23 

3 

1932  . 1 _ 

71 

45 

125 

119 

85 

56 

23 

3 

1933  . 

67 

42 

117 

113 

80 

53 

21 

2 

1934 . 

69 

44 

123 

117 

82 

52 

21 

1935 . 

68 

44 

123 

115 

79 

51 

20 

2 

1936  . 

67 

44 

124 

114 

77 

48 

18 

2 

1037 

68 

45 

128 

116 

78 

46 

17 

2 

1938 . ^ 

70 

47 

132 

120 

80 

46, 

17 

2 

1939 . 

68 

45 

127 

118 

80 

45 

16 

2 

1940 . 

70 

46 

131 

123 

82 

45 

15 

2 

1941 . 

74 

48 

142 

131 

85 

45  ' 

15 

2 

1942 . 

82 

53 

162 

147 

91 

47 

14  : 

1 

1943..: . 

85 

54 

160 

153 

99 

53 

15 

1 

1944 . 

79 

47 

146 

140 

98 

54 

16 

1 

1945 . 

76 

43 

133 

135 

100 

56 

16 

1 

NONWHITE 

1930 . 

99 

114 

165 

123 

100 

70 

29 

8 

1931  . 

92 

107 

155 

115 

93 

64 

27 

6 

1932 . 

94 

108 

159 

117 

94 

64 

28 

7 

1933 . 

90 

104 

155 

113 

90 

60 

26 

6 

1934 . 

93 

110 

1G4 

114 

92 

60 

26 

6 

1935 . : . 

91 

110 

160 

114 

85 

60 

25 

6 

1936..— . 

87 

107 

154 

111 

79 

57 

23 

5 

1937 . 

90 

116 

161 

113 

80 

57 

22 

5 

1938 . 

91 

120 

160 

114 

81 

57 

21 

4 

19.30 

90 

123 

160 

114 

80 

55 

19 

4 

1940 

92 

125 

168 

116 

83 

54 

21 

4 

1941 . . 

96 

132 

176 

119 

86 

56 

21 

3 

■\Qd9. 

99 

138 

184 

122 

88 

58 

20 

4 

1943 . 

103 

141 

191 

129 

92 

64 

21 

3 

1044 

101 

131 

187 

133 

95 

67 

21 

3 

1945 . 

100 

131 

179 

134 

94 

70 

20 

3 

Births 
per  100 
women 
living  to 
age  505 

Gross 

repro¬ 

duc¬ 

tion 

rate* 

314 

152 

320 

155 

299 

145 

298 

145 

300 

145 

290 

140 

279 

136 

274 

133 

259 

126 

246 

119 

249 

121 

236 

115 

228 

111 

214 

104 

220 

107 

217 

106 

214 

104 

216 

105 

222 

108  ■ 

216 

105 

222 

lOS 

234 

113 

259 

125 

268 

130 

251 

122 

242 

118 

303 

149 

284 

140 

288 

141 

277 

136 

286 

140 

280 

138 

268 

132 

277 

137 

279 

138 

278 

137 

285 

141 

297 

147 

306 

lol 

320 

158 

318 

15S 

316 

156 

iBirths  during  year  to  women  in  a  specified  age  group  per  1,000  midyear 
female  population  in  that  age  group. 

2Births  to  women  of  ail  ages  per  1,000  female  population  15  to  49  years 
of  age. 

Sincludes  births  to  women  under  15  years  of  age. 
includes  births  to  women  50  years  of  age  and  over. 

5It  is  assumed  that  (a)  the  age-specific  birth  rates  in  the  columns  to  the 
left  apply  to  a  cohort  throughout  the  life  span  and  (b)  no  women  die 
before  age  60.  The  figures  in  this  column  are  obtained  by  multiplying  by 
five  the  figures  in  the  seven  columns  to  the  left  (because  each  of  them  is 
for  a  5-year  age  group) ,  adding  the  products,  and  dividing  by  10.  * 

CThese  rates  are  obtained  by  multiplying  “births  per  100  women  living 
to  age  50“  by  the  percentage  of  girls  among  the  babies  of  native  white  or 
nonwhite  mothers  in  the  year  indicated. 
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since  1927.  From  1943  to  1945,  however,  a  decline 
occurred  again,  the  1944  rate  being  122  and  the  1945 
rate  118.^®^  On  the  basis  of  the  information  which  is 
available,  it  appears  that  the  variations  from  year  to 


iSThe  record-breaking  rise  in  the  number  of  births  during  the  last  half 
Of  1946  probably  will  raise  the  gross  reproduction  rate  of  native  white 
women  m  that  year  to  about  140,  or  approximately  to  its  size  in  1925. 
The  relative  increase  from  1945  to  1946  (estimated  at  19  percent)  is  the 
largest  annual  change  on  record.  (The  1946  rate  cannot  be  computed  accu¬ 
rately  until  births  during  1946  have  been  tabulated  by  color,  nativity,  and 
age  of  mother.  These  data  probably  will  not  be  available  until  Decem¬ 
ber,  1947.) 


year  of  the  gross  reproduction  rate  for  nonwhites 
usually  have  been  in  the  same  direction  as  those  for 
native  whites,  but  somewhat  smaller. 

Wide  differences  are  found  in  the  trends  of  the 
birth  rates  for  native  white  women  in  different  5- 
year  age  groups  within  the  childbearing  period.  Rates 
for  the  3  groups  of  younger  women  (aged  15-19,  20- 
24,  and  25—29)  have  fluctuated  the  most,  dropping 
about  30  percent  from  1921  to  1933  and  then  regain¬ 
ing  most  of  the  loss  by  climbing  28  to  37  percent  from 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  YEAR 


Total  Single 

women  women^ 


No 

child 


NATIVE  WHITE* 


EVER  MARRIED  WOMEN  WHO  HAD  BORNE^ - 


One  Two 

child  children 


Three  Four 

children  children 


Five  or 
six 

children 


Seven  to 
nine 
children 


Ten  or 
more 
children 


20  to  24  years: 

1910  . 

1,000 

1940  . 

Percent  change 

25  to  29  years: 

1910 . 

1,000 

1,000 

1940. . 

Percent  change 

30  to  34  years: 

1910. . 

1,000 

1,000 

1940 . 

Percent  change.. . 

35  to  39  years: 
i910. . 

oo 

1940. . 

Percent  change . 

40  to  44  years: 

1910 . 

1,000 

1,000 

1940 . 

Percent  chn.n]DfP 

45  to  49  years: 

1910. . 

1,000 

1,000 

roTO'. . 

Percent  change . 

50  to  54  years: 

1910. . 

1,000 

1,000 

1940- . 

Percent  change 

55  to  64  years: 

1910 . 

1,000 

1,000 

1940 . 

Percent  change 

NONWHITE* 

513 

118 

481 

191 

—6 

+62 

269 

127 

229 

210 

—15 

+65 

179 

115 

149 

176 

—17 

+53 

140 

102 

118 

153 

—16 

+50 

119 

96 

105 

140 

—12 

.  +46 

105 

90 

98 

142 

—7 

+58 

96 

85 

100 

145 

+4 

+71 

'84 

81 

103 

145 

+23 

+79 

184 

196 

+7 


185 

246 

+33 


153 

219 

+43 


125 

190 

+52 


112 

173 

+54 


103 

161 

+56 


92 

151 

+64 


86 

137 

+59 


114 

91 

—20 


168 

172 

+2 


159 

204 

+28 


1'39 

200 

+44 


128 

194 


-f52 


122 

182 

+49 


114 

172 

+51 


107 

158 

+48 


49  16 

30  8 

—39  —50 


116 

80 

—31 


73 
37 
— 49 


125 

113 

—10 


96 

63 

—34 


5 

3 

— 40 


120 

55 

—54 


4 

2 

-50 


120 

130 

+8 


98 

79 

—19 


144 
80 
— 44 


108 

42 

—61 


25 

8 

—68 


115 

133 

+16 


97 

88 

—9 


144 

94 

—35 


131 

55 

—58 


58 

18 

—69 


133 

+21 


100 

91 

—9 


152 

105 

—31 


142 

64 

—55 


76 

25 

—67- 


109 

131 

+20 


98 
92 
— 6 


160 

112 

—30 


159 

70 

—56 


86 

27 

—69 


106 

127 

+20 


99 

95 


165 

119 

—28 


173 

81 

—53 


99 
35 
— 65 


45  to  49  years: 

1910. . 

1940. . 

Percent  change. 

50  to  54  years: 

1910 . 

1940. . 

Percent  change. 


1,000 

1,000 


1,000 

1,000 


48 

51 

+6 


83 

203 

+145 


90 

138 

+53 


47 

49 

+4 


74 

168 

+127 


80 

124 

+55 


79 

131 

+66 


73 

106 

+45 


77 

124 

+61 


68 

117 

+72 


75 

85 

+13 


66 

100 

+52 


55  to  64  years: 

1910 . 

1940 . 


Percent  change . 


1,000 

1,000 


40 

46 

+15 


65 

152 

+134 


74 

113 

+53 


71 

125 

+76 


67 

110 

+64 


71 

99 

+39 


131 

126 


132 

140 

+6 


130 

148 

+14 


179 

98 

—4:5 


186 

107 

—42 


191 

119 

—38 


242 
61 
— 75 


269 

72 

—73 


290 

88 

—70 


^  iThe  question  as  to  number  of  children  ever  born  was  not  asked  of 
single  women  in  the  1940  census. 

2No  adjustment  has  been  made  for  understatement  of  the  number  of 
children  born  to  ever  married  (i.e.,  married,  widowed,  and  divorced) 
women  for  whom  this  question  was  answered.  It  is  assumed  that  ever 
married  women  for  whom  the  question  was  not  answered  were  distributed 
by  number  of  children  ever  born  like  other  ever  married  women  of  the 


same  age. 

3From  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Population— Diiferential  Fertility,  19U0  and 
19W— Women  by  Number  of  Children  Ever  Born,  Government  Printing 
Office,  Washington,  1945.  pp.  7  and  9. 

^From  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Population — Differential  Fertility,  1940  and 
1910— Fertility  for  States  and  Large  Cities,  Government  Printing  Office 
Washington.  1943,  pp,  7  and  10. 
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1933  to  1943.  From  1943  to  1945,  however,  declines 
of  11  to  19  percent  occurred.  At  ages  30-34  the 
changes  were  about  as  large  as  those  for  younger 
women  and  included  a  drop  of  over  38  percent  from 
1921  to  1936,  a  smaller  rise  (nearly  30  percent)  from 
1936  to  1943,  and  a  slight  increase  (1  percent)  from 
1943  to  1945.  Birth  rates  of  older  women  fell  farther 
and  until  a  more  recent  year.  At  ages  35-39  the  low 
point  reached  in  1940  was  barely  50  percent  of  the 
1921  rate,  and  only  one-fourth  of  the  loss  was  recov¬ 
ered  from  1940  to  1945.  At  ages  40-44  the  decline 
lasted  until  1942,  the  rate  in  that  year  was  barely 
40  percent  of  the.  1921  rate,  and  the  rise  from  1942 
to  1945  was  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  decline.  Fi¬ 
nally,  the  rate  for  women  aged  45-49  was  only  one- 
fifth  as  large  in  1945  as  in  1921,  and  the  decline  ap¬ 
parently  had  not  stopped.  In  general,  therefore,  the 
younger  the  age,  the  less  the  1945  rate  is  below  that 
for  1921  on  a  relative  basis.  Among  nonwhite  women 
similar  diiferences  are  found  since  1930  in  the  trends 
of  the  birth  rates  of  the  various  age  groups.^® 

Changes  in  the  distribution  of  families 
by  number  of  children 

Persons  familiar  with  population  trends  have 
known  for  many  decades  that  the  large  decline  in 
birth  rates  in  the  United  States  was  being  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  proportion 
of  families  with  m^y  children  and  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  proportion  with  few  or  none.  Only 
since  1943,  however,  has  there  been  accurate  in¬ 
formation  regarding  the  character  and  scope  of  these 
changes  in  the  Nation  as  a  whole.  In  that  year  the 
first  of  a  series  of  reports  showing  the  distribution 
of  ever  married  women  in  1910  and  1940  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  children  ever  born  to  them,  and  the  changes 
which  took  place  during  this  30-year  period,  was 
published  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.^'^  Among 
native  white  women  aged  45-49  (nearly  all  of  whom 
had  completed  their  families)  the  proportion  that 
had  borne  five  or  more  children  fell  almost  48  per¬ 
cent,  the  proportion  with  three  or  four  children 
changed  relatively  little,  and  the  proportion  with  no 
child,  or  with  one  or  two,  jumped  over  52  percent 

l^The  exceptionally  large  increase  in  births  in  the  last  half  of  1946  prob¬ 
ably  occurred  primarily  because  of  demobilization,  and  affected  age-specific 
birth  rates  for  women  under  30  in  greater  degree  than  those  for  women 
30  or  older.  The  extent  of  this  differential  cannot  be  determined  accurately 
until  early  in  1948. 

I'J’Bureau  of  the  Census,  Population — Differential  Fertility,  IHO  and  1910 
— Fertility  for  States  and  Large  Cities,  Government  Printing  Office,  Wash¬ 
ington,  19431  Po2iulation — Differential  Fertility,  19U0  and  1910 — Women  by 
Number  of  Children  Under  5  Years  Old,  Government  Printing  Office,  Wash¬ 
ington,  1945;  Population — Differential  Fertility,  19U0  and  1910 — Women  by 
Number  of  Children  Ever  Born,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
1945. 


(see  table  16).  Among  nonwhite  women  there  was 
little  change  in  the  proportion  that  had  borne  four, 
five,  or  six  children,  but  large  decreases  occurred  in 
the  proportion  with  seven  or  more  children,  and 
large  increases  in  the  proportion  with  three  or  fewer. 
Similar  changes  took  place  between  1910  and  1940 
among  women  aged  50—54  and  55—64  on  these  census 

dates.  " 

Comparisons  for  younger  women  are  of  interest, 
though  of  less  value  because  there  is  no  way  of  de¬ 
termining  the  number  of  children  borne  by  these 
women  after  the  years  in  question.  Such  compari¬ 
sons  show  changes  for  younger  women  like  those  for 
older  women,  namely,  a  large  increase  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  with  small  families  and  a  large  decrease  in 
the  proportion  with  large  families.  For  native  white 
^Qixien  the  proportion  married  but  childless  jumped 
between  46  and  65  percent  at  ages  under  45  from 
1910  to  1940  (see  table  16).  In  addition,  large  in¬ 
creases  (over  28  percent)  occurred  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  with  only  1  child  at  ages  25—44  and  with  2 
children  at  ages  30-44.  Important  decreases  are 
found  in  the  proportion  with  2  or  more  children  at 
ages  20-24,  with  3  or  more  children  at  ages  25-29, 
with  4  or  more  at  ages  30-39,  and  with  5  or  more 
at  ages  40-44. 

The  foregoing  shifts  in  the  distribution  of  families 
by  size  have  been  accompanied  by  corresponding 
shifts  in  birth  rates  by  order  of  child  in  the  family, 
ie.,  in  the  number  of  first  births,  of  second  births, 
etc.,  per  1,000  women  aged  15—49.  Rates  for  the 
higher  birth  orders  have  had  the  steepest  downward 
trend,  and  those  for  the  lower  orders  the  slightest 
downward  trend.  Near  one  extreme  for  native  white 
women  are  the  rates  for  eighth  or  higher  order 
births,  which  fell  from  6.8  in  1921  to  2.5  in  1942  and 
1945  (a  drop  of  63  percent),  and  in  only  2  years 
(1921  and  1943)  were  fractionally  higher  than  in 
the  preceding  year.^®  (See  table  17.)  At  the  other 
extreme  are  the  rates  for  first  births.  They  declined 
from  32.6  in  1921  to  22.2  in  1933,  their  drop  of  32 
percent  being  three-fourths  as  large  as  that  for 
eighth  and  higher  order  births  in  the  same  period. 
But  instead  of  continuing  to  fall  after  1933  they  be¬ 
gan  a  rise  which  carried  them  to  35.8  in  1942,  over 
60  percent  above  1933  and  nearly  10  percent  above 
1921.  From  1942  to  1945,  however,  there  was  another 
rapid  decline,  which  lowered  this  rate  to  26.9  and 
cancelled  two-thirds  of  the  1933-42  rise.  In  spite 
of  this  reversal  the  long-time  straight  line  trend  has 
been  slightly  upward.  Rates  for  intermediate  birth 

iSBirths  in  States  outside  the  registration  area  have  been  estimated  as 
noted  in  table  15. 
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orders  followed  intermediate  trends,  the  general 
relationship  being  the  higher  the  order,  the  longer 
and  larger  the  decline,  and  the  shorter  and  smaller 
the  subsequent  rise.  The  second  birth  rate  fell  from 
21.6  in  1923  to  15.6  in  1933  and  1935  (over  25  per¬ 
cent)  ,  rose  to  a  new  high  of  23.8  in  1943,  and  then 
receded  to  21.4  in  1945.  The  long-time  straight  line 
trend  was  slightly  downward.  For  third  births  the 
low  rate  of  9.0  in  1936-37  was  nearly  40  percent 
below  the  high  rate  of  14.7  in  1921,  and  less  than 
three-fifths  of  the  loss  was  recovered  by  1944.  The 
fourth  birth  rate  was  almost  halved  from  1921  to 
1939,  and  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  drop  was  re¬ 
gained  by  1944.  The  fifth  birth  rate  fell  nearly  55 
percent,  and  the  sixth  and  seventh  birth  rates  over 
60  percent,  from  1921  to  1942,  with  a  recovery  by 


Table  17.— Birth  Rates  by  Order  of  Birth,  for  Native  White 
Women  in  the  United  States,  1920  to  1945,  and  for 
Nonwhite  Women,  1930  TO  1945 

IB^ths  of  specified  order  per  1,000  female  population  15  to  40  vear«  ..f 

«  tlble^Sf  «er"born‘^ive%^“rn1ft/er“^^fhS 


COLOR  AND 
NATIVITY 
OF  WOMAN 
AND  YEAR 


NATIVE 

WHITE 

1920  . . . 

1921  . .  /  ■■ 

1922  . 

1923 

1924  _  _ 


192.x _ 

1926...... 

1027. . . 

1928 . 

1929. _ 


1930 _ 

1931-.- . 

1932  . 

1933  _ 

1934  . 


1935  . . 

1936  . . 

1937  _ 

1938  _ 

1939  _ 


1940... 


1941  _ 

1942  . . 

1943  _ 

1944  _ 

1945  _ 


NON¬ 

WHITE 


19.30.. ... 

1931.. _ 

1932.. „ 

1933.. _. 

1934 . 


1935  . . 

1936  _ 

1937„ 
1938.„ 


1939 _ 


1940.. 

1941.. 


1942. 

1943  . 

1944  . . . 

1945  . 


First 

births 


31.8 

32.6 

28.6 

27.8 

28.9 

28.0 

27.0 

27.0 

25.9 
25.0 

25.9 
24.6 

23.5 

22.2 

23.9 

25.1 

25.3 

26.4 

27.6 
26.8 

27.4 

30.4 

35.8 

32.8 

28.4 

26.9 


29.2 

26.5 
26.9 

25.4 
26.8 

27.0 

25.6 

26.9 

27.4 
27.0 

26.5 

27.9 
29.2 

29.4 

27.4 

26.9 


I 


I 


Second 

births 

Third 

births 

Fourth 

births 

Fifth 

births 

Sixth 

and 

seventh 

births 

Eighth 

and 

higher 

births 

21.2 

21.0 

21.4 

21.6 

20.9 

14.5 

14.7 

13.6 

13.8 
14.1 

9.9 

10.2 

9.4 

9.4 

9.3 

6.8 

6.9 

6.5 

6.5 
6.4 

8.3 

8.6 

7.9 

8.0 

7,8 

6.6 

6.8 

6.4 

6.4 

6.4 

20.2 

19.8 

19.2 

18.3 

13.6 
13.0 

12.6 
11,9 

9.0 

8.8 

8.6 

7.9 

6.2 

5.9 

5.8 

5.4 

7.5 

7.2 

7.0 

6.4 

6.1 

5.8 

5.7 

17.6 

11.2 

7.4 

5.0 

6.0 

4,9 

17.7 

17.0 

11,2 

10.6 

7.3 

6.9 

5.0 

4.6 

5.9 

5  6 

4.7 

16.5 

15.6 

10.3 

9.7 

6.7 

6.3 

4.5 

4.2 

5.4 

5.0 

4.3 

4  0 

15.9 

9.8 

6,3 

4.2 

4.9 

4.0 

15.6 

15.9 

9,3 

9.0 

6.0 

6.6 

3.9 

3.7 

4.6 

4.3 

3.8 

3  6 

16.3 

9.0 

5.5 

3.5 

4,1 

3  4 

17.3 

17.3 

9.2 

9.1 

5.4 

5.2 

3.5 

3.2 

4.0 

3.7 

3.2 

2.9 

18.4 

9.6 

6.3 

3.2 

3.6 

2.9 

19.2 

9.8 

5.4 

3.2 

3.4 

2*7 

21.4 

23.8 

30.5 

12.1 

6.5 

6.3 

3.2 

3.6 

3.3 

3.6 

2.5 

2.7 

22,3 

12.4 

6.4 

3,6 

3.6 

2  6 

21.4 

12.0 

6.3 

3.5 

3.5 

2[5 

17.6 

12.7 

9.8 

7.7 

10.5 

11.5 

16.6 

12.0 

9.4 

7.1 

10. 1 

io!8 

17.0 

12.2 

9.4 

7.1 

10.1 

ii!o 

16.3 

12.0 

9.2 

7.0 

9.7 

10  4 

16.6 

12.2 

9.4 

7.1 

9.8 

1o!9 

16.6 

11.9 

9.2 

6.9 

9.3 

10.1 

16.4 

11.4 

8.7 

6.6 

8.8 

9,5 

17.0 

11.9 

8.8 

6.7 

9.0 

9.7 

17.1 

12.2 

8.9 

6.7 

9.1 

9  5 

17.4 

12.1 

8.9 

6.6 

8.9 

9.3 

17.9 

12.8 

9.4 

6.9 

9.2 

9.6 

19.0 

13.3 

9.5 

7.2 

9.4 

9.7 

19.7 

13.8 

9.8 

7.3 

9.4 

9.6 

20.9 

14.4 

10.4 

7.6 

9.9 

10  1 

20.0 

14.7 

10.8 

7.9 

10.3 

10.3 

19.3 

13.9 

10.6 

8.1 

10.5 

10.8 

1944  of  one-ninth  or  less  in  each  case.  Rates  for  each 
order  were  lower  in  1945  than  in  1944.^" 

Trends  of  birth  rates  for  nonwhite  women  by 
order  of  child  can  be  determined  fairly  accurately 
since  1930.  They  resemble  in  a  general  way  those 
for  native  white  women,  but  the  depression  drop  and 
recovery  rise  were  smaller  and  the  diflferences  be¬ 
tween  the  trends  for  the  various  birth  orders  are  less 
marked.  For  first,  second,  and  third  births  the  low 
year  was  the  same  for  nonwhite  as  for  native  white 
women  (1933, 1933,  and  1936,  respectively),  but  for 
fourth  and  higher  order  births  the  rates  for  nonwhite 
women  reached  the  low  point  and  started  upward 
from  8  to  6  years  earlier  than  the  rates  for  native 
white  women.  Perhaps  the  most  important  difference 
is  the  smaller  decrease  from  1930-34  to  1940-44  in 
the  rates  for  fourth  and  higher  birth  orders  for  non¬ 
white  women  than  in  those  for  native  white  women. 
For  the  latter  the  1940^4  rates  were  below  those 
of  10  years  earlier  by  14  percent  for  fourth  births, 
25  percent  for  fifth  births,  35  percent  for  sixth  and 
seventh  births  (combined) ,  and  38  percent  for  eighth 
and  higher  order  births  (combined) .  But  for  non¬ 
white  women  there  were  increases  of  6  and  2  percent, 
respectively,  for  fourth  and  fifth  birth  rates,  and  de¬ 
clines  of  only  4  percent  for  sixth  and  seventh  birth 
rates  and  of  not  quite  10  percent  for  eighth  and 
higher  order  birth  rates.  Furthermore,  although  the 
rates  for  births  of  each  order  to  native  white  women 
declined  from  1944  to  1945,  those^for  fifth  and  higher 
order  births  to  nonwhite  women  rose  during  this 
period. 

Regional  differences  in  fertility 


Important  regional  differences  in  fertility  are 
known  to  have  existed  for  150  years  and  probably 
date  back  another  century  or  more.  In  1800  the  ratio 
of  children  to  white  women  was  highest  in  the  East 
North  Central  States  (1,918)  and  lowest  in  New 
England  (1,164).  (See  table  14.)  In  1940  it  was 
highest  in  the  East  South  Central  States  (556)  and 
lowest  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  States  (337).  At  both 
times  the  low  ratio  of  children  to  women  was  almost 
exactly  three-fifths  of  the  high. 

Age-specific  birth  rates  of  native  white  women  in 
the  various  divisions  can  be  computed  for  years  cen¬ 
tering  on  the  last  three  censuses.  Diiferences  in  these 
rates  resemble  in  general  those  in  the  ratios  of  chil¬ 
dren  to  women,  for  the  ranking  of  the  divisions  ac- 


11.  .  -  wiiLua  me  last  nait  of  ibak 

probably  raised  the  rates  for  each  order  of  birth  and  may  have  set  new 
high  marks  for  first,  second,  and  third  births.  The  tabulations  of  1946 
births  by  order  should  be  available  early  in  1948  and  will  be  of  unusual 
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cording  to  the  birth  rate  at  any  age  is  close  to  that 
according  to  the  broader  ratio.  Birth  rates  for  the 
years  in  question  were  highest  in  the  East  South 
Central  States  for  women  aged  15-19  and  30-49, 
and  in  these  States  or  the  Mountain  States  for  women 
in  their  twenties  (see  table  18).  At  the  other  ex¬ 
treme,  rates  were  lowest  in  the  New  England  and 
the  Middle  Atlantic  States  for  women  under  25,  and 
in  the  Pacific  States  for  those  aged  25-49.  On  a  rela¬ 
tive  basis  the  difference  between  the  highest  and 
lowest  regional  rate  was  large  (nearly  3  to  1)  at 
ages  15-19,  narrowed  to  less  than  2  to  1  at  ages 
25-29,  and  then  increased  to  a  maximum  (over  4  to 
1)  at  ages  45-49.^* 

20For  1939-41  the  percent  which  the  low  rate  is  of  the  high  rate  is  as 
follows:  New  England,  33  percent  of  East  South  Central  at  ages  15-19; 
Middle  Atlantic,  57  percent  of  Mountain  at  ages  20-24;  Pacific,  75  percent 
of  Mountain  at  ages  25-29;  Pacific.  63  percent  of  East  South  Central  at 
ages  30-34,  42  percent  at  ages  85-89,  28  percent  at  ages  40-44,  and  21 
percent  at  ages  45-49. 


T  VELE  18. — Birth  Rates  by  Age  of  Mother  and  Gross  Repro¬ 
duction  Rates,  FOR  NATnrE  White  Women  in  the  United 
States,  by  Divisions:  1918-21,  1929-31,  and  1939-41 

[See  notes  to  table  151 

1  BIRTH  BATE  FOR  WOMEN  AGED -  I 


When  the  characteristics  of  the  regions  are  con¬ 
sidered  it  is  obvious  that  relatively  high  fertility 
rates  have  been  associated  throughout  the  past  with 
rural  or  agricultural  areas,  and  relatively  low  fer¬ 
tility  rates  with  urban  or  industrial  areas.  The  tend¬ 
ency  has  been  for  the  more  urban  and  industrialized 
States  to  lead  in  the  decline  in  childbearing,  and  for 
the  more  rural  and  agricultural  States  to  follow  50 
to  80  years  later.  During  most  of  the  period  the 
Nation  has  been  from  30  to  50  years  behind  the  re¬ 
gion  with  lowest  fertility.  The  lag  has  narrowed 
during  recent  decades,  however,  for  the  gross  repro¬ 
duction  rate  of  112  for  the  Pacific  States  in  1918-21 
was  reached  by  the  Nation  in  1932,  only  about  12 
years  later.  If  similar  relations  hold  in  the  future, 
the  national  rate  will  decline  to  90  before  1960  (that 
is,  to  the  1939-41  rate  of  the  New  England  and  Mid¬ 
dle  Atlantic  States),  and  100  native  white  women 
living  to  age  50  will  have  only  185  children.  These 
figures  are  well  below  the  gross  reproduction  rate 
of  about  105  and  the  216  births  per  100  women  liv¬ 
ing  through  the  reprpductive  period  that  will  be 
required  to  maintain  a  stationary  population  with 
the  lower  death  rates  which  are  expected  during 
1950-60. 


DIVISION 
AND  YEAR 


15  to  20  to  25  to  30  to  35  to  40  to  45  to  duc- 
19  24  29  34  39  44  49  tion 

years  years  years  years  years  years  years  rate 


UNITED  STATES: 

1918-21 . 

1929-31 . . . 

1939^1 . 


New  England:  | 

1918-21.._ . 

1929-31 . . 

1939^1- — -- 

Middle  Atlantic : 

1918-21 . 

1929-31 . 

1939-41 . 


East  North  Central: 

1918-21...* . 

1929-31 _ 

1939-41 . 

West  North  Central : 

1918-21 . 

1929-31 . - . 

1939-41 . 

( 

South  Atlantic: 

1918-21 . 

1929-31 . 

1939-41 . 

East  South  Central ; 

1918-21 . 

1929-31- . 

1939-41- . 

West  South  Central : 

1918-21_ . 

1929-31 . 

1939-41 . 


Mountain: 

1918-21.. 

1929-31- 

1939-41.. 


Pacific: 

1918-21- 

1929-31- 

1939-41.. 


4  148 

3  118 

2  109 


4  148 

3  121 

2  112 


6  191 

4  141 

2  126 


8  I  206 

4  I  159 


6  173 

3  145 


Past  fertility  trends  in  other  countries 

A  marked  decline  of  fertility  is  not  peculiar  to 
the  United  States,  but  has  occurred  in  most  of  the 
countries  of  Western  civilization.  In  a  few  of  them 
birth  rates  began  to  decrease  early  in  the  nineteenth 
century;  in  several  more  the  decline  began  about 
1875;  in  nearly  all  of  them  rates  were  much  lower 
during  the  five  years  preceding  World  War  II  than 
during  those  before  World  War  I.  Accurate  figures 
are  not  available  for  all  countries  and  for  all  years, 
but  those  which  are  available  show  the  long-time 
downward  trend  in  unmistakable  terms. 

Gross  reproduction  rates  for  1871-75  have  been 
computed  for  Norway,  Sweden,  Finland,  England 
and  Wales,  France,  Germany,  and  Italy,  and  esti¬ 
mated  for  the  United  States.  At  that  time  the  rate 
for  France  was  relatively  low  (168),  and  rates  for 
the  other  countries  were  bunched  between  215  (Swe¬ 
den)  and  255  (Germany).  (See  table  19.)  Between 
1871-75  and  the  early  1920’s  substantial  declines 
occurred  in  the  rate  for  each  of  thefee  nations,  the 
largest  being  a  drop  of  over  50  percent  in  Germany 
(from  255  to  124)  and  the  smallest  slightly  over  20 
percent  in  Italy  (from  238  to  190) .  Even  in  France, 
where  the  rate  was  only  168  at  the  beginning  of 
this  period,  the  decrease  was  almost  30  percent. 
The  gross  reproduction  rates  computed  for  other 


FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Table  19.-GR0SS  REPRODUCTION  RATES  IN  SELECTED  COUNTRIES:  SPECIFIED  PERIODS  1871  TO  1939 

JB.rths  have  not  b^en  increased  to  allow  for  incomplete  recording  except  in  the  United  States.  Leaders  indicate  that  data’are  not  available] 


EARLY  YEARS 


SOON  AFTER  WORLD  WAR  ] 


SHORTLY  BEFORE  WORLD  WAR  II 


United  States* . 

Northern  and  western  Europe: . 

Norway . 

Sweden . . 

Finland..... . . 

Denmark . 

Netherlands . . 

England  and  Wales.... 

France . . 

Germany . . 

Czechoslovakia . 

Austria . 

Southern  and  eastern  Europe: . 

Portugal . 

Italy. . ^ . . . 

Hungary . \ . . 

Poland . . . . 

Bulgaria . 

Union  of  South  AfricaS . . 

Oceania: 

Australia . 

New  Zealand......*...”... . 

Japan . 


1871-75 

1900-1901 


t  '''  white  women  in  later  years.  The  rate 

101  1871  76  IS  a  rough  approximation. 

-White  women. 

Source;  The  rates  for  foreign  countries  are  from:  Kuczynski,  Robert  R., 
r/«  Measurement  of  PopnUtion  Growth;  Sidgwick  and  Jackson,  Ltd.. 
London,  193o,  pp.  122-124:  Statistinue  Generale  de  la  France,  Retwodiic- 


twn  Nette  en  Europe,  Imprimerie  Nationale,  Paris,  1941;  and  Population 
Index,  School  of  Public  Affairs,  Princeton  University,  and  Population 
Association  of  Aineiica,  Inc.,  vol  7,  No.  2.  April,  1941,  pp.  1,54-1.58  and 
vol.  11,  No.  2,  April,  1945,  pp.  152-156.  The  rates  for  the  United  States 
were  computed  by  the  Scripps  Foundation. 


nations  before  World  War  I  show  similar  changes. 
During  20  to  30  years  there  was  a  30  percent  drop 
in  Hungary,  one  of  21  percent  in  Bulgaria,  and  — 
largest  of  all  —  a  fall  of  over  60  percent  in  Austria. 

The  downward  trend  of  fertility  before  World 
War  I  continued  between  World  Wars  I  and  II  and 
affected  nations  with  low  birth  rates  as  well  as  high. 
Austria  had  one  of  the  low  gross  reproduction  rates 
in  the  1920’s  (97  in  1928)  ;  nevertheless,  the  1935-36 
rate  of  77  was  down  by  21  percent.  In  Sweden,  Fin¬ 
land,  Denmark,  England  and  Wales,  France,  Ger¬ 
many,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand  —  all  of  which 
had  relatively  low  rates  (between  115  and  150)  in 
the  early  1920’s  —  there  were  declines  of  10  to  30 
percent  by  the  late  1930’s. 

Most  of  the  countries  with  medium  gross  repro¬ 
duction  rates  (between  150  and  200)  in  the  early 
1920’s  had  lyger  percentage  declines.  In  Norway, 
Czechoslovakia,  Italy,  Hungary,  Poland,  and  the 
Union  of  South  Africa,  the  fall  was  between  20  and 
45  percent.  Portugal  is  an  exception  when  rates  for 
1930-31  and  1938-39  are  compared  (the  decrease 
was  less  than  12  percent),  but  might  not  be  if  the 
comparison  could  be  based  on  rates  for  years  around 
1925.  Countries  with  high  gross  reproduction  rates 
(200  or  more)  after  World  War  I  — Bulgaria  and 
Japan  had  large  declines  on  an  absolute  basis  (83 
and  45  points,  respectively)  and  relative  declines  of 
33  and  17  percent. 


In  most  of  the  nations  under  consideration  the 
long-time  trend  toward  small  families  would  have 
sufficed  by  itself  to  cause  low  birth  rates  during  the 
early  1930  s.  As  it  was,  however,  the  world-wide 
depression  forced  fertility  to  still  lower  levels  in 
many  cases,  and  the  economic  recovery  of  the  late 
1930  s  brought  some  rise.  In  Sweden  the  gross  repro¬ 
duction  rate  reached  a  low  of  82  in  1933-35,  then 
rose  to  90  in  1938—39.  In  Norway,  Denmark,  and 
New  Zealand  similar  trends  were  displayed.  In  Ger¬ 
many  the  larger  rise  from  80  in  1933  to  approxi¬ 
mately  110  in  1938-39  may  be  attributable  at  least  in 
part  to  the  various  measures  adopted  to  increase 
family  size. 

Accurate  information  as  to  fertility  trends  during 
World  War  II  is  available  for  relatively  few  foreign 
nations.  In  Portugal,  the  gross  reproduction  rate 
declined  from  166  in  1938-39  to  154  in  1940-41  (con¬ 
tinuing  the  past  trend),  but  in  Sweden  it  fluctuated 
between  88  and  92.  War  and  military  occupation 
caused  a  sharp  decline  from  1939  to  1941  in  Bel¬ 
gium  (103  to  80),  a  somewhat  smaller  decline  in 
France  (106  to  90),  and  only  a  little  change  in  the 
Netherlands  (129  to  126)  and  Denmark  (104  to  109) . 
From  1941  to  1942,  however,  the  rate  rose  substan¬ 
tially  in  France  (90  to  98)  and  in  Denmark  (109  to 
121).  In  other  countries  for  which  a  rate  has  been 
computed,  there  were  substantial  increases  from 
1939  to  1943,  namely,  in  the  United  Kingdom  (89 
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to  99),  Switzerland  (88  to  113),  Canada  (132  to 
155),  Australia  (i08  to  116),  and  New  Zealand  (115 
to  130) .  The  causes  of  these  increases  probably  are 
much  the  same  as  those  of  the  increase  in  the  United 
States  from  105  in  1939  to  130  in  1943,  which  will 
be  discussed  later. 

To  sum  up  the  experience  of  other  countries  hav¬ 
ing  Western  civilization  and  reliable  data,  a  long¬ 
time  downward  trend  in  fertility  has  been  the  almost 
universal  rule.  Upswings  have  occurred  but  rarely, 
and  have  been  relatively  small  and  of  short  duration. 
With  few  exceptions  they  have  been  limited  to  reac¬ 
tions  from  the  abnormally  low  birth  rates  caused 
by  World  War  I  or  by  the  great  depression  of  the 
early  1930’s.  Other  similar  reactions  are  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  in  some  countries  because  of  World  War  II. 

Causes  of  the  long-time  decrease  in  fertility  in  the  I 

United  States 

The  large  drop  in  birth  rates,  the  great  increase 
in  the  proportion  of  small  families,  and  the  cor¬ 
responding  decrease  in  the  proportion  of  large  fami¬ 
lies  during  past  decades  have  been  ascribed  by  vari¬ 
ous  people  to  one  or  more  of  the  following:  (1)  A 
less  favorable  marriage  rate,  (2)  a  rise  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  pregnancies  ending  in  a  miscarriage  or 
stillbirth,  (3)  the  greater  frequency  of  illegal  abor¬ 
tions,  (4)  an  increase  in  sterility  or  low  fecundity, 
and  (5)  an  increase  in  the  voluntary  limitation  6f 
family  size.  It  is  not  possible  to  summarize  here  all 
of  the  evidence  bearing  on  the  relative  importance  of 
each  of  these  factors  in  various  countries,  but  the 
conclusions  for  the  United  States  which  are  accepted 
by  most  students  of  the  problem,  and  the  main  sup¬ 
porting  arguments,  can  be  mentioned  briefly.  In 
general,  they  apply  to  most  of  the  other  countries 
as  well. 

A  less  favorable  marriage  rate  could  come  about 
because  of  a  decrease  in  the  proportion  of  persons 
who  marry  or  a  postponement  of  marriage  until 
later  years  of  life.  Census  data  indicate,  however, 
that  no  such  unfavorable  developments  occurred  in 
the  United  States  from  1890  to  1940.^^  (Seetable20.) 
During  this  period  there  was  a  substantial  increase 
in  the  proportion  married  among  native  white  males 
in  their  twenties  and  among  native  white  females 
under  30.  Smaller  increases  occurred  at  most  of  the 
other  ages.  In  short,  the  trend  during  these  decades 
w’as  toward  a  lower  average  age  at  first  marriage 
and  a  higher  proportion  of  persons  marrying  before 
middle  age.  Such  changes  tended  to  increase  birth 

211890  is  the  earliest  year  for  which  decennial  census  figures  on  .  the 
marital  status  of  the  population  are  available. 
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rates  rather  than  to  lower  them,  and  could  not  have 
helped  to  cause  the  40  percent  drop  which  occurred 
from  1890  to  1940.  Similar  statements  can  be  made 
for  nonwhite  women.  The  change  from  1890  to  1920 
in  the  marital  status  of  foreign-born  white  women 
tended  to  raise  their  birth  rates  somewhat,  and  those 
from  1920  to  1940  to  depress  them  slightly  below 
the  1890  figure.  From  1810  to  1890  the  proportion 
of  white  persons  marrying  might  have  decreased 
and  the  age  at  marriage  might  have  increased,  hut 
there  is  no  evidence  of  such  cha'hges.  Unless  they 
took  place  on  a  large  scale  they  could  not  have 
caused  more  than  a  small  part  of  the  50  percent 
reduction  in  the  fertility  rate  for  the  white  popula¬ 
tion  which  occurred  in  those  years. 

Table  20. — Proportion  of  Native  White  and  Nonwhite 
Persons  Who  Had  Ever  Married,  by  Age  and  Sex, 
FOR  the  United  States:  1890  to  1940 


ICompntecl  from  current  census  data] 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
SEX,  AND  YEAR 

ir>  to  19 
years 

20  to  24 
years 

25  to  29 
years 

30  to  34 
years 

35  to  44 
years 

NATIVE  white; 

1890 . 

0.5 

17.8 

54.0 

74.2 

85.6 

1900 .  . . --- 

1.0 

20 -.9 

53.4 

72.2 

83.3 

1910 . - . 

1.6 

24.2 

57.7 

74.2 

83.1 

1920 . 

2.1 

27.8 

60.7 

76.7 

84,1 

1930  . 

1.7 

28.0 

63.9 

79.7 

86.3 

1940 . 

1.6 

26.7 

63.7 

79.5 

86.4 

1890 . . . 

8.9 

46.4 

73.4 

83.9 

89.2 

1900 . . 

10.4 

46.4 

70.8 

81.8 

87.6 

1910 . 

10.9 

48.7 

73.1 

82.3 

87.1 

1920 . . . - 

11.7 

51.1 

74.0 

83.2 

87.1 

•  1930 . 

11.9 

52.3 

77,3 

85.7 

88.5 

1940 . 

10.9 

51.5 

76.8 

84.9 

88.9 

NONWHTTE 

Male: 

1890..... . 

0.9 

33.5 

66.8 

76.8 

84.3 

1900 . 

1.9 

34.0 

63.8 

75.4 

82.6 

1910 _ _ _ _ 

2.3 

38.8 

67.7 

78.4 

86.1 

1920... . . 

4.0 

44.0 

69.8 

78.8 

85.8 

1930 . 

3.6 

41.7 

68.5 

78.8 

85.7 

1940 . . - 

3.2 

39.6 

69.5 

78.7 

84.5 

Female: 

1890. . 

15.1 

61.9 

82.5 

88.4 

92.6 

1900-- . 

17.0 

60.6 

79.8 

87.4 

92.2 

1910 . 

18.4 

65.1 

83.0 

89.1 

93.0 

1920... . . 

21.2 

68.5 

84.5 

89.7 

93.1 

1930...  . . - 

21.9 

66.9 

84.4 

90.4 

93.8 

1940 . . . 

19.0 

62.8 

80.6 

87.4 

92.1 

The  second  factor  to  be  dismissed  as  unimportant 
is  an  increase  in  the  relative  frequency  of  miscar¬ 
riages  and  stillbirths.  Information  for  the  birth  reg¬ 
istration  area  shows  that  there  was  little  change  in 
the  ratio  of  stillbirths  to  live  births  from  1918  to 
1930,  and  a  substantial  decrease  rather  than  an  in¬ 
crease  from  1930  to  date.^^  Less  accurate  information 
is  available  regarding  miscarriages,  but  the  indica- 

22There  were  about  40  stillbirths  per  1,000  live  births  in  the  birth  regis¬ 
tration  area  in  1918  (the  first  year  for  which  these  data  are  available)  and 
nearly  38  in  the  same  States  in  1930.  In  the  United  States  as  a  whole  the 
ratio  was  approximately  39  per  1,000  in  1930  and  27  in  1945. 
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tions  are  that  the  advances  in  prenatal  care  which 
reduced  the  frequency  of  stillbirths  have  had  a  simi¬ 
lar  effect  on  miscarriages.^*  To  prove  the  unimpor¬ 
tance  of  miscarriages  and  stillbirths  in  causing  the 
long-time  decline  in  the  birth  rate,  however,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  establish  past  trends  but  only  to  look 
at  the  present  record.  Even  if  there  had  been  no 
stillbirths  in  1810,  an  increase  to  the  recent  ratio  of 
24  per  1,000  births  to  white  women  would  have 
caused  only  1  percent  of  the  decline  in  the  fertility 
rate  which  has  occurred  since  1810.*^  And  if  the  ratio 
of  miscarriages  to  live  births  had  been  zero  in  1810 
and  96  in  1945  (four  times  the  recent  stillbirth  ratio 
and  probably  too  high  an  estimate),  this  change 
could  have  accounted  for  only  4  percent  of  the  drop 
in  fertility. 

An  increase  in  the  frequency  of  illegal  abortions 
may  have  contributed  to  the  decline  of  the  birth 
rate.  There  is  trustworthy  evidence  of  numerous 
illegal  abortions  in  certain  atypical  urban  groups,*® 
but  the  rate  for  more  representative  groups  is  rela¬ 
tively  low,  for  example,  between  10  and  31  illegal 
abortions  per  1,000  pregnancies.?®  Much  less  is 
known  about  the  abortion  rate  of  any  important 
group  of  the  population  during  previous  decades, 
but  the  usual  assumption  is  that  it  was  lower.*’’  In 
view  of  the  low  rate  in  typical  city  groups  in  recent 
years,  however,  it  is  obvious  that  the  frequency  of 
illegal  abortions  could  not  have  risen  sufficiently  to 
account  for  more  than  a  small  part  of  the  large  de¬ 
cline  in  fertility  rates  from  1810  to  1945. 

Biological  change,  such  as  an  increase  in  the  inci¬ 
dence  of  complete  sterility  (the  lack  of  ability  to 
bear  even  one  child),  may  have  caused  part  of  the 
drop  of  fertility  rates.  Census  data  show  that  84.3 
percent  of  the  native  white  ever  married  women 

23The  term  miscarriage  is  used  here  to  denote  the  accidental  wastage 
which  occurs  too  early  in  pregmancy  to  be  reported  as  a  stillbirth.  In  most 
States  the  product  of  a  pregnancy  which  terminates  before  the  20th  week 
of  gestation  is  not  registered  as  a  stillbirth. 

2^The  birth  rate  per  1,000  white  women  aged  15-44  was  approximately 
274  in  1810  and  84  in  1945,  a  decline  of  190.  The  elimination  of  stillbirths 
would  have  increased  the  1945  birth  rate  (and  reduced  the  1810-1945 
decline)  by  2. 

25Studies  of  women  seeking  contraceptive  advice  from  various  clinics  or 
physicians  show  from  62  to  233  illegal  abortions  per  1,000  pregnancies 
occurring  prior  to  the  clinic  visit.  For  citations  of  these  studies  see  Stix, 
Regine  K..  and  Notestein,  Frank  W..  Controlled  Fertility,  Williams  & 
Wilkins  Co.,  Baltimore,  1940,  p,  78, 

26A  rate  of  between  10  and  19  illegal  abortions  per  1,000  pregnancies 
was  found  in  Indianapolis.  (See  Whelpton,  P.  K.,  “Frequency  of  Abortion. 
Its  Effects  on  the  Birth  Rates  and  Future  Population  of  America,”  in  The 
Abortion  Problem,  Williams  &  Wilkins  Co.,  Baltimore,  1944,  p.  19.)  A  rate 
of  31  per  1,000  was  found  in  New  York.  (See  Wiehl,  Dorothy  G.,  and 
Berry,  Katherine,  “Pregnancy  Wastage  in  New  York  City,”  The  Milbank 
Memorial  Fund  Quarterly,  vol.  XV,  No.  3,  July,  1937,  p.  237.) 

27it  is  possible,  however,  that  the  increase  in  family  planning  (to  be 
discussed  later)  has  decreased  the  proportion  of  women  seeking  an  illegal 
abortion  and  hence  that  the  abortion  rate  was  higher  formerly  than  in 
recent  years. 


aged  45-49  in  1940  were  reported  as  having  borne 
at  least  one  child,  and  15.7  percent  as  not  having 
borne  a  child.  In  1910  the  corresponding  percentages 
were  90.0  and  10.0.**  Allowing  for  the  underreport¬ 
ing  to  census  enumerators  of  children  ever  born 
reduces  the  percentage  with  no  live  birth  to  less 
than  13.0  in  1940  and  probably  to  8.0  or  less  in 
1910.**  Obviously  the  percentage  of  ever  married 
women  who  are  completely  sterile  (i.e.,  who  never 
can  have  a  child)  is  smaller  than  the  percentage 
who  do  not  bear  a  child,  for  some  of  the  latter  are 
childless  for  other  reasons  than  their  sterility.  It  is 
clear,  therefore,  that  even  though  complete  sterility 
may  have  increased  in  the  past  it  is  still  too  infre¬ 
quent  to  have  caused  more  than  a  minor  part  (5  to 
10  percent)  of  the  long-time  decline  in  fertility. 

Evidence  is  less  adequate  as  to  how  much  of  the 
long-time  decline  in  fertility  has  been  due  to  a  rise 
in  the  proportion  of  couples  with  low  fecundity  or 
partial  sterility,  that  is,  whose  capacity  for  child¬ 
bearing  is  subnormal  but  who  have  at  least  one  child. 
Little  is  known  as  to  the  size  of  this  group  at  present, 
but  there  are  indications  that  it  may  include  15  to 
25  percent  of  the  urban  white  couples  and  smaller 
proportions  of  other  couples.*®  Some  of  the  couples 
with  impaired  fecundity  have  all  the  children  they 
want;  it  is  the  spacing  rather  than  the  size  of  their 
families  which  is  affected  by  their  condition.  The 
other  couples  want  more  children  and  probably  would 
have  more  if  their  childbearing  capacity  were  nor¬ 
mal,  but  the  large  majority  of  those  who  have  been 
studied  would  have  only  one  or  two  additional  chil¬ 
dren  if  their  wishes  were  fulfilled.  In  consequence, 
even  if  low  fecundity  or  partial  sterility  could  be 
eliminated  the  gross  reproduction  rate  of  the  native 
white  population  probably  would  be  increased  by 
less  than  10  percent  and  certainly  by  less  than  20  per¬ 
cent.  Information  regarding  the  incidence  of  low 
fecundity  or  partial  sterility  in  earlier  years  is  almost 
entirely  lacking.  But  even  if  no  couples  were  so  af- 

SSBureau  of  the  Census,  Population-Differential  Fertility,  mo  and  1910 
—Fertility  for  States  and  Large  Cities,  Government  Printing  Office,  Wash¬ 
ington,  1943;  Population — Differential  Fertility,  19i0  and  1910 — Women  by 
Number  of  Children  Ever  Born,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
1945.^  No  child  had  been  borne  by  approximately  10.8  percent  of  the  ever 
married  foreign-born  white  women  aged  45-49  in  1940  and  by  8.3  percent 
of  those  aged  45-49  in  1910.  For  nonwhite  women  the  percentages  are  21.4 
and  8.7.  These  percentages  are  based  on  the  women  for  whom  the  number 
of  children  ever  born  was  reported. 

^^Unpublished  study  by  the  senior  author. 

30In  a  recent  study  of  native  white  Protestant  couples  in  Indianapolis, 
married  12  to  15  years,  the  wife  under  30  when  married,  and  both  couples 
having  completed  the  eighth  grade,  over  20  percent  were  found  to  be  of 
low  fecundity  or  partially  sterile,  i.c.,  they  had  one  or  more  children  but 
their  capacity  to  have  additional  children  was  either  low  or  completely 
destroyed.  See  Whelpton,  P.  K.,  and  Kiser,  Clyde  V..  “Social  and- Psycho¬ 
logical  Factors  Affecting  Fertility;  V.  The  Sampling  Plan,  Selection,  and 
the  Representativeness  of  Couples  in  the  Inflated  Sample,”  The  Milbank 
Memorial  Fund  Quarterly,  vol.  XXIV,  No.  1,  January,  1946,  p.  71 
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fected  in  1810,  this  condition  could  not  have  caused 
more  than  10  percent  of  the  decline  in  the  native 
white  birth  rate  which  has  taken  place  since  that 
year.  Less  is  known  about  the  effect  of  partial  ster¬ 
ility  or  low  fecundity  on  the  birth  rate  of  nonwhite 
couples,  but  there  are  some  indications  that  its  role 
may  have  been  slightly  more  important  in  this  group 
than  in  the  white  population. 

As  stated  above,  there  are  reasons  for  believing 
that  none  of  the  long-time  decline  of  the  birth  rate 
in  the  United  States  should  be  attributed  to  an  in¬ 
creasingly  unfavorable  pattern  of  marriage  or  to 
more  frequent  accidents  of  pregnancy,  and  only  a 
comparatively  small  part  at  most  to  a  relative  in¬ 
crease  in  illegal  abortions  or  to  a  biological  change 
in  the  fecundity  of  women.  The  comparative  unim¬ 
portance  of  these  factors  indicates  that  the  long- 
continued  and  general  reduction  of  the  birth  rate 
has  occurred  in  large  measure  because  of  more  wide¬ 
spread  and  effective  attempts  to  limit  family  size 
to  the  number  of  children  wanted.  Such  a  conclusion 
is  supported  directly  by  two  types  of  evidence.  First, 
there  is  known  to  have  been  a  very  large  increase 
in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  contraceptives,  and 
an  advance  in  the  efficacy  of  certain  of  the  materials. 
The  implications  of  these  changes  are  clear  and  need 
no  further  discussion. 

The  second  type  of  evidence  consists  of  the  results 
of  several  studies  of  human  fertility.  These  show  that 
control  is  practiced  widely,  and  with  considerable 
effect  on  family  size,  among  typical  as  well  as  atyp¬ 
ical  groups  of  the  population.®^  Pearl  studied  a  rela¬ 
tively  typical  group,  namely,  30,949  women  bearing 
a  child  during  1931-32  in  hospitals  in  or  near  large 
eastern  cities.^^  of  the  25,316  white  women  nearly 
43  percent  had  tried  to  restrict  family  size;  of  the 
5,633  Negro  women  over  16  percent  had  done  so. 
These  efforts  had  reduced  the  birth  rate  by  25  to  50 
percent  in  the  white  group  and  by  less  than  15  per¬ 
cent  in  the  colored  group.®® 

The  1,977  couples  covered  by  the  study,  ‘‘Social 

SlFor  evidence  regarding  the  effectiveness  of  the  attempts  to  control 
fertility  made  by  atypical  group  of  v/omen.  see  Stix,  Regine  K.,  and 
Notestein,  Frank  W.,  Controlled  Fertility^  Williams  &  Wilkins  Co.,  Balti¬ 
more,  1940;  and  Beebe,  Gilbert  W.,  Contraception  and  Fertility  in  the 
Southern  Appalachians,  National  Committee  on  Maternal  Health,  Williams 
&  Wilkins  Co.,  Baltimore,  1942. 

32Pearl,  Raymond,  The  Natural  History  of  Population,  Oxford  University 
Press,  New  York,  1939,  pp.  167-248  and  330-340.  No  Catholic  hospital 
was  included. 

33/bid.  The  reduction  was  50.8  percent  for  white  women  who  had  borne 
one  child  and  25.3  percent  for  those  who  had  borne  2  or  more.  For  Negro 
women  the  reductions  were  14.3  and  0.4  percent,  respectively  (p.  334). 
According  to  Pearl  “the  differences  between  whites  and  Negroes  in  the 
United  States  in  officially  recorded  birth-rates  are  to  be  attributed  pri¬ 
marily  to  differential  environmental  influences,  and  particularly  to  dif¬ 
ferences  in  the  prevalence  and  effectiveness  of  the  contraceptive  efforts 
actually  made  in  the  two  racial  groups”  (pp.  25  and  26). 


and  Psychological  Factors  Affecting  Fertility,”  in¬ 
cluded  nearly  all  the  couples  in  Indianapolis  in  cer¬ 
tain  color,  nativity,  age,  educational,  and  religious 
groups ;  hence  they  should  be  highly  typical  for  such 
groups  in  a  large  city.  Approximately  90  percent  of 
all  of  these  couples  had  tried  to  plan  the  number  and 
spacing  of  their  children,  and  only  10  percent  had 
not  tried.  Among  the  latter,  of  course,  are  many  of 
the  couples  who  found  that  they  were  sterile  or  of 
low  fecundity.  If  only  the  couples  whose  childbearing 
capacity  appeared  to  be  normal  during  most  of  their 
married  life  are  considered,  the  proportion  that  tried 
to  plan  fertility  rises  to  over  98  percent.  Classifying 
these  couples  according  to  the  success  of  their  efforts 
brings  out  important  differences  in  family  size.  Over 
40  percent  of  the  couples  had  “planned”  their  last 
child  or  had  “planned”  not  to  have  any  children ;  in 
this  group  there  were  146  births  per  100  couples. 
Over  30  percent  of  the  couples  had  not  “planned”  the 
last  child,  but  said  they  had  no  more  children  than 
they  wanted ;  in  this  group  there  were  199  births  per 
100  couples.  Finally,  about  25  percent  of  the  couples 
said  they  had  more  children  than  they  had  “planned” 
or  thought  they  ought  to  have ;  in  this  group  there 
were  296  births  per  100  couples.  In  contrast,  there 
were  approximately  700  births  per  100  couples  among 
the  few  couples  that  had  not  attempted  to  control 
family  size.  For  the  group  as  a  whole,  therefore,  the 
attempts  at  the  voluntary  limitation  of  family  size 
had  reduced  the  gross  reproduction  rate  to  less  than 
one-third  of  what  it  otherwise  would  have  been.*^ 

No  comparable  information  is  available  regarding 
the  proportion  of  couples  that  tried  to  plan  the  num¬ 
ber  and  spacing  of  their  children  during  the  decades 
prior  to  1930  nor  regarding  the  success  of  their  ef¬ 
forts.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  if  attempts  at 
family  control  had  been  as  widespread  and  efficacious 
in  the  United  States  during  the  nineteenth  century  as 
during  recent  years,  the  birth  rate  would  have  been 
much  lower  throughout  that  century  and  the  decline 
from  1810  to  1945  much  smaller. 

In  summary,  the  great  preponderance  of  evidence 
indicates  that  the  large  and  long-continued  decline  in 
fertility,  which  has  halved  the  proportion  of  families 
with  several  children  and  increased  the  proportion 
with  no  or  few  children,  has  been  due  primarily  to  a 
large  increase  in  the  voluntary  limitation  of  family 
size.  Other  factors,  such  as  an  increase  in  the  abor¬ 
tion  rate  or  in  the  incidence  of  partial  or  complete 
sterility,  probably  have  helped  to  lower  fertility,  but 
their  combined  effect  has  been  of  minor  importance. 

«^Whelpton,  P.  K.,  and  Kiser,  Clyde  V.,  “Social  and  Psychological  Fac¬ 
tors  Affecting  Fertility:  VI.  The  Planning  of  Fertility,”  The  MilbanJ: 
Memorial  Fund  Quarterly,  vol.  XXV,  No.  1,  January.  1947,  pp.  63-111. 
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Causes  of  the  short-time  changes  in  birth  rates 

Just  as  an  analysis  of  the  long-time  trend  of  fer¬ 
tility  in  the  past  is  helpful  in  forming  an  opinion 
regarding  the  long-time  future  trend,  so  is  an  analy¬ 
sis  of  year-to-year  fluctuations  about  the  long-time 
trend  helpful  in  estimating  the  probable  fertility  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  few  years.  Information  about  year-to- 
year  fluctuations  in  the  birth  rate  of  the  United 
States  begins  with  1910  but  is  scanty  for  the  1910-20 
period.  The  estimated  crude  birth  rate  (births  per 
1,000  persons)  increased  gradually  from  27.5  in  1910 
to  28.1  in  1914,  decreased  gradually  to  27.1  in  1918, 
dropped  over  7  percent  to  25.1  in  1919,  and  then 
jumped  over  6  percent  to  26.7  in  1920.^'^  Since  1920, 
birth  rates  by  age  of  mother  and  order  of  birth  of 
child  have  varied  widely  from  year  to  year,  as  was 
pointed  out  earlier  in  this  chapter. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  great  social  upheav¬ 
als,  such  as  World  Wars  I  and  II  and  the  depression 
of  the  1930's,  cause  substantial  short-time  fluctua¬ 
tions  in  the  birth  rate.  The  7  percent  drop  in  the 
crude  birth  rate  from  1918  to  1919  is  ascribed  usu¬ 
ally  to  the  absence  of  the  millions  of  men  who  were 
in  the  armed  forces  during  World  War  I.  Similarly, 
the  rise  of  over  6  percent  from  1919  to  1920  is  as¬ 
cribed  usually  to  demobilization.  As  pointed  out 
earlier,  birth  rates  fell  substantially  with  the  onset 
of  the  depression  and  rose  with  recovery.  During 
World  War  II,  like  World  War  I,  there  were  wide 
fluctuations,  but  in  this  case  they  were  upward  rather 
than  downward.  The  United  States  declared  war  on 
Germany  on  April  6,  1917 ;  the  1919  birth  rate  was 
over  8  percent  below  the  1917  rate.  War  with  Japan 
began  on  December  7,  1941;  the  1943  crude  birth 
rate  was  about  13  percent  above  that  for  1941,  and  the 
1944  rate  was  nearly  6  percent  above  it.  Evidently 
other  conditions  influencing  short-time  changes  were 
different  during  these  two  wars."®  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  birth  rate  was  depressed  during  World  War 
I  and  raised  during  World  War  II,  the  postwar  rise 
is  much  greater  for  the  latter  than  for  the  former. 
Part  of  the  explanation  may  be  the  longer  duration 
of  the  recent  war  and  the  much  larger  proportion  of 
men  in  the  armed  forces  on  foreign  soil. 

Before  discussing  other  causes  of  short-time  fluc¬ 
tuations  in  birth  rates  it  is  important  to  recall  the 
different  behavior  of  the  rates  for  the  younger  and 
the  older  women  of  childbearing  age,  and  of  the  rates 

35Thompson,  Warren  S.,  and  Whelpton,  P.  K.,  Population  Trends  in  the 
United  States,  McGraw-Hill  Book  Co.,  Inc.,  New  York,  1933,  p.  266. 

3GThere  is  evidence  indicating  that  the  influenza  epidemic  of  1918  de¬ 
pressed  the  1919  birth  rate  in  important  degree.  See  Hotelling,  Harold, 
and  Hotelling,  Floy,  “Causes  of  Birth  Rate  Fluctuations,”  Journal  of  the 
American  Statistical  Association,  vol.  26,  No.  174,  June,  1931,  pp.  145-146. 


for  the  lower  order  and  the  higher  order  births.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  25  years  for  which  data  are  available  rates 
for  the  younger  women  and  for  the  lower  order  births 
have  fluctuated  erratically,  rising  rapidly  at  some 
times  and  declining  rapidly  at  others.  In  contrast, 
rates  for  the  older  women  and  for  the  higher  order 
births  have  declined  fairly  steadily,  departing  com¬ 
paratively  little  from  the  long-time  trend.®^  For  this 
reason  the  discussion  of  short-time  fluctuations  will 
relate  especially  to  rates  for  younger  women  and 
lower  order  births. 

Because  an  important  proportion  of  couples  have 
their  first  child  a  year  or  so  after  marriage,  fluctua¬ 
tions  in  the  marriage  rate  should  cause  fluctuations 
a  year  later  in  the  rate  for  first  births.  And  because 
the  majority  of  brides  are  under  25  at  their  first  mar¬ 
riage,  birth  rates  for  women  under  25  should  be 
affected  more  than  those  for  older  women.  The  mar¬ 
riage  rate  has  varied  widely  during  recent  years,  the 
number  of  marriages  per  1,000  women  aged  17-29 
rising  to  104  in  1920,  declining  to  69  in  1932,  rising 
to  114  in  1942,  and  then  declining  to  94  in  1944.** 
(See  table  21.)  As  would  be  expected,  the  birth  rate 
of  native  white  women  aged  20-24  was  correspond¬ 
ingly  high  or  low  in  the  following  year  (166  in  1921, 
117  in  1933,  160  in  1943,  and  133  in  1945),  and  also 
the  rate  for  first  births  to  native  white  women  aged 
15-49  (32.6  in  1921,  22.2  in  1933,  32.8  in  1943,  and 
26.9  in  1945).  Correlation  analysis  shows  a  very 
close  relationship  (r  equals  .90)  between  the  mar¬ 
riage  rate  each  year  from  1919  to  1943  and  the  first 
birth  rate  one  year  later.  In  fact,  an  estimate  of  the 
first  birth  rate  for  native  white  women  in  each  year 
made  from  the  marriage  rate  of  the  preceding  year, 
based  on  the  relationship  for  the  25-year  period,  dif¬ 
fers  from  the  actual  rate  by  1.5  or  more  in  only  6  of 
the  25  years.  Even  for  1945  the  normal  first  birth 
rate  (28.2)  differs  from  the  actual  rate  (26.9)  by 
less  than  this  amount.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that 
year-to-year  changes  in  the  marriage  rate  during 
recent  years  have  been  a  very  important  cause  of 
changes  in  the  first  birth  rate  a  year  later. 

Fluctuations  in  the  marriage  rate  might  be  expect¬ 
ed  to  influence  strongly  the  rate  for  second  births 
two  or  three  years  later,  the  rate  for  third  births 
three  to  five  years  later,  and  so  on,  but  this  does  not 

37The  standard  deviation  of  the  actual  rates  from  the  straight  line  secu¬ 
lar  trend  for  the  period  1920-42,  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  average 
of  the  rates,  is  as  follows:  First  biiths  11.4,  second  births  9.4,  third  births 
7.1,  fourth  births  5.1,  fifth  births  3.9,  sixth  and  seventh  births  3.4,  and 
eighth  and  higher  order  births  3.6. 

38The  marriage  rate  rose  to  104  in  1945  and  is  expected  to  be  still  higher 
for  1946.  The  age  group  17-29  is  used  as  a  base  in  computing  the  marriage 
rate  because  it  contained  over  75  percent  of  all  the  women  marrying  in  the 
marriage  registration  area  in  1939  and  1940,  and  a  .substantially  higher 
percentage  of  the  women  marrying  for  the  first  time. 
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Table  21. — Marriage  Rates,  1919  to  1944,  and  Actual  and 
“Normal”  First  Birth  Rates  of  Native  White  Women 
One  Year  Later,  for  the  United  States 


VKAR 


Marmce 

rate' 


FIRST  BIRTH  BATE  OF  ,, 

NATIVE  WHITE  WOMEN  DEVIATION  OF  NORMAL 

ONE  YEAR  LATER  FROM  ACTUAL  RATE 


Actual^ 


“NormaV's 


Number 


19in . 

1920 . 

1921...: . 

1922  . 

1923  . 

3924 . 


95 

104 

94 
90 

95 
92 


31.8 

32.6 

28.6 

27.8 

28.9 
28.0 


28.5 

31.1 

28.2 
27.1 
28.8 
27.7 


—3.3 

—1.5 

—0.4 

—0.7 

—0.1 

—0.3 


Percent 


—10.4 

-^.6 

—1.4 

—2.5 

—0.3 

—1.1 


1925  . 

1926  . 

1927  . 

1928  . 

1929  . 


90 

90 

89 

86 

89 


27.0 

27.0 

25.9 

25.0 

25.9 


27.1 

27.1 

26.8 

26.0 

26.8 


+0.1 

+0.1 

+0.9 

+1.0 

+0.9 


+0.4 
+0.4 
+3 . 5 
+4.0 
+3.5 


1930.. . 

1931.. . 

1932.. . 

1933.. 

1934.. . 


80 

75 
69 

76 
90 


24.6 

23.5 

22.2 


25.1 


24.3 

22.9 

21.2 

23.2 

27.1 


—0.3 

—0.6 

—1.0 

—0.7 

+2.0 


—1.2 

—2.6 

-^.5 

—2.9 

+8.0 


3935 . 

1936  . 

1937  . 

1938  . 

1939  . 


90 
92 
96 
88 

91 


25.3 

26.4 
27.6 
26.8 

27.4 


27.1 

27.7 

28.8 
26.5 
27.4 


+1.8 

+1.3 

+1.2 

—0.3 


+7.1 

+4.9 

+4.3- 

—1.1 


1940  . 

1941  . 

1942  . 

1943  . 

1944  . 

1945  . 


102 

110 

114 

102 

04 

104 


30.4 

35.8 


32.8 

28.4 


26.9 


30.5 

32.7 

33.9 

30.5 

28.2 

31,1 


+0.1 

—3.1 

+1.1 

+2.1 

+1.3 


+0.3 

—8.7 

+3.4 

+7.4 

+4.8 


iThe  total  number  of  marriages  (as  estimated  by  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census)  per  1,000  women  17  to  29  years  of  age.  This  age  group  is  used  as 
a  base  because  it  contained  over  75  percent  of  all  the  women  marrying  in 
the  marriage  registration  area  in  1939  and  1940,  and  a  substantially  higher 
percent  of  the  women  marrying  for  the  first  time. 

2From  table  17.  '  _ 

SThe  "normal”  first  birth  rate  is  computed  on  the  basis  of  the  correlation 
between  the  marriage  rate  and  the  first  birth  rate  one  year  later  during 
the  1919-44  period.  The  correlation  coefficient  is  .90.  The  regression  equa¬ 
tion  is  Yc  =  2821  X  +  1.714. 


*Not  yet  available. 


appear  to  be  the  case.  Correlation  analysis  indicates 
that  the  closeness  of  the  relationship  between  the 
marriage  rate  in  a  given  year  and  birth  rates  by 
order  of  birth  in  the  appropriate  subsequent  year 
diminishes  rapidly  as  order  of  birth  increases.®*  It 
is  substantially  lower  for  second  births  than  for  first 
births,  for  third  births  than  for  second,  and  is  of 
little,  if  any,  significance  for  fifth  and  higher  order 
births. 

To  say  that  variations  in  the  marriage  rate  cause 
variations  in  the  birth  rate  a  year  later  raises  the 
question  as  to  what  causes  variations  in  the  marriage 
rate.  During  the  last  40  years  much  evidence  has 
been  accumulated  showing  that  the  marriage  rate  is 
affected  in  important  degree  by  business  cycles,  ris¬ 
ing  with  prosperity  and  declining  with  hard  times.^* 

SBThis  and  subsequent  statements  regarding  the  correlation  between 
birth  rates,  marriage  rates,  and  economic  conditions  are  based  (unless 
otherwise  specified)  on  a  study  being  made  by  the  Scripps  Foundation  for 
Research  in  Population  Problems  under  the  direction  of  the  senior  author 
of  this  report. 

‘OGalbraith,  Virginia  L.,  and  Thomas,  Dorothy  S.,  "Birth  Rates  and  the 
Interwar  Business  Cycles,”  Journal  of  the  American  Statistical  Association, 
vol.  36,  No.  216,  December,  1941,  pp.  465-476. 


The  reason  for  believing  that  the  relationship  is  one 
of  cause  and  effect  is  simple.  In  prosperous  years  un¬ 
employment  is  low,  wages,  salaries,  and  business 
earnings  are  high,  and  there  is  a  widespread  feel¬ 
ing  of  confidence  in  the  future.  The  consensus  of 
opinion  is  that  such  conditions  are  highly  favorable 
to  marriage.  War  and  other  factors  cause  changes 
in  the  marriage  rate,  of  course,  but  even  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate  they  appear  to  be  secondary  to  economic  changes 
in  most  years. 

Since  economic  conditions  affect  the  marriage  rate, 
which  in  turn  affects  the  first  birth  rate,  they  have 
an  indirect  effect  on  this  birth  rate.  In  addition,  they 
should  have  a  direct  effect  on  it  by  influencing  couples 
who  arrange  the  spacing  of  their  first  child.  Such 
couples  should  tend  to  plan  their  first  birth  when 
economic  conditions  are  good  and  to  postpone  it  when 
conditions  are  bad,  regardless  of  how  long  they  have 
been  married.  Since  attempts  to  arrange  the  spacing 
of  children  have  become  widespread  throughout  the 
population,  it  follows  that  the  direct  effect  of  eco¬ 
nomic  conditions  on  the  first  birth  rate  should  have 
increased  in  the  past  and  have  become  highly  impor¬ 
tant  in  recent  years.^^ 

At  present,  unfortunately,  there  is  little  basis  for 
ascertaining  to  what  extent  the  relationship  between 
economic  conditions  and  the  first  birth  rate  a  year 
later  is  direct  (through  the  planning  of  births)  and 
to  what  extent  it  is  indirect  (through  the  marriage 
rate) .  That  the  combined  relationship  is  close,  how¬ 
ever,  is  shown  conclusively  by  correlation  analysis.'*® 
It  is  true,  of  course,  that  a  high  correlation  coefficient 
does  not  prove  a  cause  and  effect  association,  but  in 
this  case  there  are  the  valid  reasons  just  mentioned 
for  believing  that  the  variations  of  the  first  birth 
rate  result  in  important  degree  from  prior  varia¬ 
tions  in  economic  conditions.  . 

Economic  conditions  should  have  a  direct  effect  on 
second  births  as  well  as  first,  for  couples  with  one 
child  who  try  to  arrange  the  spacing  of  their  second 
child  should  be  encouraged  to  plan  to  have  the  second 
during  periods  of  prosperity  and  to  postpone  it  dur¬ 
ing  periods  of  depression.  Because  the  proportion  of 
births  which  are  planned  probably  is  somewhat 

•^lAmong  the  couples  interviewed  in  the  study,  "Social  and  Psychological 
Factors  Affecting  Fertility,”  whose  ability  to  bear  children  appeared  to  be 
normal  during  most  of  their  married  life,  nearly  70  percent  had  tried  to 
plan  the  length  of  the  interval  between  marriage  and  the  first  child,  and 
over  49  percent  of  these  couples  (over  34  percent  of  the  entire  group)  had 
been  successful.  See  Whelpton,  P.  K.,  and  Kiser,  Clyde  V.,  "Social  and 
Psychological  Factors  Affecting  Fertility:  VI.  The  Planning  of  Fertility,” 
The  Milbanh  Memorial  Fund  Quarterly,  vol.  XXV,  No.  1,  January,  1947, 
pp.  70  and  73. 

^SGalbraith,  Virginia  L.,  and  Thomas,  Dorothy  S.,  op,  cit.  The  fluctua¬ 
tions  of  the  first  birth  rate  are  related  much  more  closely  to  those  of  eco¬ 
nomic  conditions  one  year  earlier  than  to  those  two  or  more  years  earlier 
(Scripps  Foundation  unpublished  data). 
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larger  for  second  than  for  first  births,  the  direct  ef¬ 
fect  of  economic  conditions  on  the  second  birth  rate 
should  exceed  that  on  the  first  birth  rate/®  The  in¬ 
direct  effect  of  economic  conditions  should  be  some¬ 
what  less  clear  for  second  than  for  first  births,  how¬ 
ever,  because  of  the  longer  time  interval  involved. 
Indirectly,  a  period  of  prosperity  should  tend  to  in¬ 
crease  the  first  birth  rate  a  year  or  so  later,  and  the 
second  birth  rate  ly^  to  21/2  years  after  the  first,  with 
a  total  lag  of  2%  to  81/2  years.  When  the  direct  and 
indirect  effects  are  considered  together,  an  important 
difference  is  evident  between  first  births  and  those  of 
higher  order.  The  first  births  of  a  given  year  are 
affected  both  directly  and  indirectly  by  the  economic 
conditions  of  the  previous  year,  but  the  second  births 
of  a  given  year  are  affected  directly  by  the  economic 
conditions  of  the  first  previous  year  and  indirectly 
by  those  of  the  second  or  third  previous  year.  Be¬ 
cause  these  years  may  differ  considerably  as  to  pros¬ 
perity  the  influence  of  one  may  offset  that  of  another. 

or  example,  the  second  birth  rate  of  a  given  year 
may  be  raised  directly  by  favorable  business  develop¬ 
ments  of  the  first  preceding  year,  but  depressed  in¬ 
directly  by  hard  times  a  year  or  two  earlier.  In  con¬ 
sequence,  the  direct  and  indirect  effect  combined 
(which  is  all  that  can  be  measured  statistically)  is 
significantly  smaller  for  second  than  for  first  births 
but  is  important  nonetheless.^'* 

As  birth  order  rises,  the  effect  of  economic  condi¬ 
tions  decreases  still  further.  There  is  a  tendency  for 
a  prosperous  year  to  cause  directly  a  high  third  birth 
rate  in  the  following  year  and  indirectly  (through 
the  marriage  rate)  a  high  third  birth  rate  from  three 
to  five  years  later,  and  for  a  depression  year  to  have 
the  opposite  effect.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
neither  relationship  is  as  close  for  third  as  for  sec¬ 
ond  births.*®  Fluctuations  in  economic  conditions  are 
less  important  in  causing  changes  in  the  fourth  birth 
rate  than  the  third,  and  probably  do  not  cause  signifi¬ 
cant  changes  in  the  rates  for  sixth  and  higher  order 
births. 

In  summary,  the  large  year-to-year  changes  since 
1920  in  birth  rates  for  younger  women  and  lower 
order  births  have  been  due  in  important  degree  to 


previous  changes  in  economic  conditions,  and  in  cer¬ 
tain  years  to  the  effects  of  World  Wars  I  and  II. 
Rates  for  higher  order  births  and  older  women  have 
been  affected  only  in  minor  degree  by  these  factors 
and  have  followed  closely  the  long-time  downward 
trend. 

Fertility  rates  in  future  years 

In  the  light  of  present  knowledge  one  may  reason- 
ably  conclude  that  the  factors  which  will  primarily 
determine  the  long-time  future  trend  of  fertility  will 
be  (1)  the  speed  with  which  the  pattern  of  effective 
family  planning  is  adopted  by  additional  groups  of 
the  population  and  (2)  the  number  of  children  that 
couples  decide  to  have.  Similarly,  the  most  reason¬ 
able  conclusion  regarding  causes  of  future  fluctua¬ 
tions  around  the  long-time  trend  is  that  changes  in 
economic  conditions  will  be  of  primary  importance. 
The  implications  of  these  conclusions  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed  briefly. 


The  long-time  trend 

The  extension  of  the  pattern  of  effective  family 
planning  the  first  of  the  factors  expected  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  long-time  future  trend— probably  wiU  con¬ 
tinue  at  a  fairly  rapid  pace.  Incident  upon  the  war, 
great  shifts  of  population  took  place  from  one  section 
of  the  United  States  to  another,  for  millions  of  men 
and  thousands  of  women  entered  the  armed  forces 
and  an  important  proportion  of  those  who  remained 
in  the  civilian  labor  force  changed  their  place  of 
work.  Moreover,  millions  of  women  and  girls  who 
might  never  have  sought  employment  in  time  of 
peace  took  jobs  in  offices,  stores,  and  factories.  These 
changes  have  tended  to  bring  people  with  a  regional 
or  family  background  of  high  fertility  into  contact 
with  those  having  a  background  of  low  fertility.  Such 
contacts  disseminate  more  widely  the  knowledge  of 
effective  measures  of  family  planning  and  the  point 
of  view  which  leads  to  their  use.  Experience  with 
similar  situations  in  the  past  has  shown  that  this  is 
much  more  likely  to  reduce  the  birth  rate  of  the  high 
fertility  group  than  to  increase  that  of  the  low  fer¬ 
tility  group.  In  consequence,  the  number  of  couples 
who  have  more  children  than  they  believe  they  ought 
to  have  will  become  smaller  and  smaller. 

With  fertility  coming  to  depend  more  and  more  on 
the  size  of  planned  families,  it  becomes  increasingly 
important  to  know  what  people  think  is  the  optimum 
number  of  children.  The  best  sources  of  information 
or  the  Nation  as  a  whole  are  the  surveys  made  by 
the  American  Institute  of  Public  Opinion  in  1941 
and  1945,  in  which  the  respondents  were  asked. 
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^‘What  do  you  consider  is  the  ideal  size  of  family  — 
a  husband,  a  wife,  and  how  many  children  ?’’  If  fam¬ 
ily  size  were  to  agree  with  the  1941  ideals,  couples 
with  two  children  would  be  most  numerous,  followed 
by  those  with  three  and  four  children.  Very  few 
couples  would  have  an  only  child,  and  only  a  small 
number  would  have  five  or  more  children  (see  table 
22).  Altogether  100  mothers  would  have  297  chil¬ 
dren.  Between  1941  and  1945  there  were  significant 
changes  in  opinions  regarding  ideal  family  size,  for 
the  later  survey  showed  a  substantially  smaller  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  favoring  2-child  families  and  a  cor¬ 
respondingly  larger  number  favoring  4-  or  5-child 
families.  If  people  were  to  live  up  to  these  opinions 
there  would  be  330  births  per  100  mothers  in  future 
years.  The  change  in  opinions  from  1941  to  1945  could 
mean  that  there  will  be  a  tendency  toward  larger 
families  in  the  future.  It  seems  more  probable,  how¬ 
ever,  that  it  reflects  the  psychology  and  economic 
conditions  of  the  war  and  that  a  survey  a  few  years 
later  will  elicit  replies  which  are  more  like  those  of 
1941  than  1945. 

Table  22. — Percent  Distribution  of  Women  21  to  34  Years 
OF  Age  by  Opinion  on  Ideal  Number  of  Children  in  a 
Family:  1941  and  1945 


(From  national  surveys  conducted  by  the  American  Institute  of  Public  Opinion] 


WOMEN  REPORTING  ON  IDEA!.  NUMBER  OP  CHILDREN  1 

Children 

YEAR 

per 

Six  or 

100 

Total 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five 

more 

mothers* 

women 

child 

children 

children 

children 

children 

children 

1941 

100 

1 

40 

32 

21 

3 

3 

297 

1945 

100 

1 

25 

.  33 

31 

7 

3 

330 

1  Computed  from  the  columns  to  the  left.  It  is  assumed  that  on  the 
average  7  children  were  reported  by  women  favoring  6  or  more. 


In  interpreting  opinions  as  to  ideal  family  size  it 
is  important  to  note  that  the  ideal  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  for  a  family  is  significantly  higher  than  the 
actual  number  in  recent  years  and  exceeds  in  larger 
degree  the  number  that  was  planned.  To  provide  the 
children  for  families  of  ideal  size  according  to  the 
1945  opinions,  namely,  330  per  100  mothers,  would 
require  birth  rates  as  high  as  those  of  1943  or  the 
years  before  1928.  In  fact,  the  birth  rates  of  most 
years  from  1928  to  1946  would  give  families  with 
fewer  children  than  the  ideal  number  according  to 
the  1941  opinions.  As  pointed  out  previously,  the 
actual  number  of  births  per  mother  averages  con¬ 
siderably  higher  than  the  number  that  would  be 
planned. 

Whether  opinions  will  favor  larger  or  smaller 
families  in  the  future  and  whether  the  number  of 
children  per  family  that  is  planned  will  continue  to 


be  so  much  smaller  than  the  number  thought  ideal, 
will  depend  very  directly  on  the  nature  of  the  post¬ 
war  world  and  on  the  kind  of  lives  that  people  desire 
and  are  able  to  lead.  The  success  with  which  solu¬ 
tions  are  found  for  the  international  problems  of 
security  and  the  domestic  problems  of  economic  ad¬ 
justment  may  be  expected  to  influence  the  willing¬ 
ness  of  people  to  undertake  the  responsibilities  of 
marriage  and  childbearing,  the  age  at  which  they 
marry,  and  the  number  of  children  they  plan  to  have. 
Thought  and  behavior  with  respect  to  reproduction 
will  be  still  further  affected  if  additional  services 
and  allowances  come  to  be  provided  for  families 
with  young  children. 

When  all  of  these  matters  are  taken  into  account, 
there  seems  to  be  little  justification  for  estimating 
the  future  trend  of  birth  rates  by  the  extrapolation 
of  any  curve  fitted  mathematically  to  the  rates  of 
earlier  years.  Many  mathematical  formulas  for  ex¬ 
trapolating  past  trends  in  rates  for  the  native  white 
population  would  give  values  for  the  year  2000  that 
seem  absurdly  low,  representing  fewer  than  one 
hundred  births  for  each  hundred  women  living 
through  the  childbearing  period.  Such  declines  would 
assume  a  large  increase  in  the  proportion  of  married 
couples  controlling  the  size  of  their  families  and  a 
marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  children  that  they 
decide  to  have.  The  result  would  be  that  the  couples 
with  no  children  or  with  only  one  would  outnumber 
those  with  two  or  more.  Such  a  situation  is  quite 
unlikely.  It  is  more  probable  that  the  proportion  of 
married  couples  wanting  two  or  three  children  will 
remain  sufficiently  high  to  prevent  such  large  de¬ 
clines  in  the  average  number  of  children  per  family 
and  to  maintain  an  average  of  at  least  150  births 
per  hundred  women  living  to  age  50.  This  figure  is 
the  low  fertility  assumption  for  the  end  of  this  cen¬ 
tury  in  both  the  present  and  the  preceding  reports. 
It  sets  the  gross  reproduction  rate  for  the  United 
States  at;  73  in  the  year  2000,  the  same  as  the  rate 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  in  1940,  but  below  the 
lowest  State  rate  in  that  year  (78  in  New  Jersey). 
Since  a  gross  reproduction  rate  of  103  to  105  will 
be  needed  to  maintain  a  stationary  population  with 
the  death  rates  expected  in  2000,  the  low  fertility 
assumption  would  bring  about  a  decreasing  popula¬ 
tion  unless  offset  by  immigration. 

At  the  other  extreme,  it  seems  unlikely  that  the 
causes  underlying  the  long-continued  decline  of  the 
birth  rate  will  undergo  any  radical  change.  At  best, 
then,  the  conditions  favoring  higher  birth  rates  can 
be  expected  to  do  no  more  than  offset  the  tendency 
tow^ard  further  decline.  In  effect  this  is  to  assume 
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that  the  anticipated  increases  in  the  proportion  of 
couples  controlling  the  size  of  their  families  will  be 
counterbalanced  by  increases  in  the  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  they  plan  to  have,  supplemented  perhaps  by 
improvements  in  the  treatment  of  low  fecundity  and 
sterility.  The  high  fertility  assumption,  made  on 
these  grounds,  is  that  the  gross  reproduction  rate  of 
the  native  white  population  will  fluctuate  around  the 
1935-44  value  of  approximately  112.  Since  this  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  replacement  level  of  reproduction,  the  high 
fertility  assumption  provides  for  a  continued  nat¬ 
ural  increase  of  the  population. 

The  high  and  low  assumptions  are  designed  as 
extreme  values;  it  is  more  probable  that  the  long¬ 
time  future  trend  of  fertility  will  be  somewhere 
between  these  extremes.  The  medium  assumption  is 
that  there  will  be  a  moderate  increase  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  married  couples  restricting  the  size  of  their 
families  and  little  change  in  the  number  of  children 
that  they  decide  to  have.  Under  these  conditions 
birth  rates  will  continue  to  decrease  during  the  next 
60  years,  but  the  speed  of  decline  will  be  retarded 
substantially.  According  to  the  medium  assumption 
for  the  year  2000,  100  native  white  women  living 
through  the  childbearing  period  will  bear  190  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  gross  reproduction  rate  will  be  ap¬ 
proximately  92.  This  would  bring  the  fertility  of 
native  whites  throughout  the  Nation  to  the  1939-41 
level  in  the  New  England  States,  or  to  a  point  well 
below  that  required  for  the  maintenance  of  a  sta¬ 
tionary  population.  In  consequence,  the  medium  as 
well  as  the  low  fertility  assumptions  lead  eventually 
to  a  decreasing  population  unless  offset  by  sufficient 
immigration  from  abroad. 


These  future  trends  in  the  average  fertility  of 
native  white  women  are  assumed  to  be  accompanied 
by  changes  in  birth  rates  by  order  of  birth  and  by 
age  of  mother.  The  low  fertility  assumptions  antici¬ 
pate  that  by  the  year  2000  there  will  have  been  a 
very  large  decline  (over  75  percent)  in  the  number 
of  fourth  and  higher  order  births  per  1,000  native 
white  women  living  to  age  50,  a  small  decline  (about 
10  percent)  in  the  number  of  first  births,  and  inter¬ 
mediate  declines  for  the  other  birth  orders  (see  table 
23).  The  relative  decrease  in  birth  rates  by  age  is 
37  percent  for  native  white  women  15-19,  declines 
to  22  percent  at  ages  25-29,  and  then  rises  to  76 
percent  at  ages  40-44  (see  table  24).  The  high  fer¬ 
tility  assumptions  are  predicated  on  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  1935-44  gross  reproduction  rate,  with 
decreases  of  rates  for  higher  order  births  and  for 
births  to  women  in  the  latter  part  of  the  child¬ 
bearing  period  which  are  offset  by  increases  of  rates 
for  lower  order  births  and  for  births  to  younger 
women.  They  envisage  declines  of  between  40  and  90 
percent  in  the  number  of  sixth  and  higher  order 
births  per  1,000  native  white  women  living  to  age 
50,  and  increases  of  between  10  and  40  percent  in 
the  number  of  second,  third,  and  fourth  births.  Rates 
for  women  35  to  44  fall  between  13  and  33  percent 
while  those  for  women  20  to  29  rise  between  3  and 
7  percent.  Intermediate  changes  are  assumed  to 
occur  if  fertility  follows  the  medium  trend.  All  as¬ 
sumptions,  therefore,  anticipate  that  in  the  future 
as  in  the  past  there  will  be  a  decline  in  the  rates 
for  fifth  and  higher  order  births  and  a  concentration 
of  reproduction  in  the  first  half  of  the  childbear¬ 
ing  period. 


Table  23.— BIRTHS  PER  1,000  NATIVE  WHITE  WOMEN  LIVING  TO  AGE  50,  BY  ORDER  OF  BIRTH,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  AVERAGE  RATES',  1935-44,  AND  PROJECTED  RATES,  1960,  1975,  AND  2000 

[It  is  assumed  for  1935-44  that  the  women  who  live  to  age  50  have  at  ages  15-19,  20-24,  etc.,  the  birth  rates  by  order  of  birth  of  native  white  women  of  those 

ages  in  1935-44.  Similar  assumptions  are  made  for  1960,  1975,  and  2000] 


YEAR  AND  ASSUMPTION 

All 

births 

Mrst 

births 

Second 

births 

Third 

births 

Fourth 

births 

Fifth 

births 

Sixth 

births 

Seventh 

births 

Eighth 

and 

higher 

births 

Average,  1935-44.__  . 

2, 314 

854 

580 

320 

187 

118 

80 

56 

119 

High  assumptions: 

I960. . . . . . . . . 

2,314 

826 

638 

407 

202 

104 

57 

32 

49 

1975._  . . . . 

2,314 

829 

656 

427 

203 

97 

48 

24 

29 

2000..„„  . . . 

2,314 

830 

665 

439 

205 

93 

44 

19 

19 

Percent  change,  1935-44  to  2000 . 

— 3 

+15 

+37 

+10 

— ^21 

—45 

—66 

Medium  assumptions: 

— 84 

I960.. 

2,064 

789 

573 

331 

169 

87 

46 

26 

42 

1975  . 

1,972 

795 

557 

323 

151 

72 

33 

17 

25 

2000._  . 

1,905 

800 

545 

318 

136 

60 

23 

11 

13 

Percent  change,  1935-44  to  2000 . 

—18 

— 6 

— 6 

— 1 

— 27 

^9 

—71 

—80 

Low  assumptions: 

— ay 

1960 

1,801 

768 

525 

279 

111 

57 

26 

15 

20 

1975 . . . . . 

1,608 

770 

490 

242 

70 

24 

6 

2 

3 

2000 . . . 

1,500 

770 

455 

212 

45 

12 

2 

1 

1 

Percent  cbanee,  1935-44  to  2000 . 

—35 

—10 

—22 

—34 

—76 

'  —90 

—98 

—98 

—99 
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BIRTHS  PER 
1,000  WOMEN 


Figube  3. — ^Birth  Rates  by  Age  or  Mother,  for  Native  White 
Women  in  the  United  States,  1920  to  1945;  Projected 
Rates,  1950  to  2000 


Table  24. — Birth  Rates  by  Age  of  Mother  and  Gross  Repro- 
DTJcnoN  Rates,  for  Native  White  Women  in  the  United 
States:  Average  Rates,  1935—44,  and  Projected  Rates. 
1960,  1975,  AND  2000 


YEAR  AND 
ASSUMPTION 

BIRTH  RATE*  FOR  WOMEN  AGED - 

15  to 
19 

years 

20  to 
24 

years 

25  to 
29 

years 

30  to 
34 

years 

35  to 
39 

years 

40  to 
44 

years 

repro¬ 

duction 

rate 

Averaee.  1935-44* _ 

47 

138 

128 

85 

48 

16 

112 

High  assumptions: 

1960 _ 

47 

144 

131 

85 

44 

13 

113 

1976 . .  , 

47 

147 

132 

84 

42 

11 

113 

2000 _ ,,,, 

47 

148 

132 

84 

42 

11 

113 

Percent  change,  1935-44 

to  2000 _ 

+7 

+3 

—13 

+1 

Medium  assumptions  r 

1960. . 

42 

129 

120 

72 

38 

11 

100 

1975 _ 

40 

127 

118 

67 

32 

9 

96 

2000 _ 

39 

125 

117 

64 

29 

7 

92 

Percent  change,  1935-44 

to  2000. . . . . 

1  ^19 

—9 

—8 

_ 25 

1  Q 

Low  assumptions: 

— S)/ 

lo 

1960 . 

36 

114 

110 

59 

30 

10 

87 

1975 . 

32 

108 

103 

50 

21 

6 

78 

2000 . 

30 

104 

100 

45 

16 

4 

73 

Percent  change,  1935-44 

to  2000.... . 

—37 

—24 

_ 22 

—47 

—67 

—76 

_ QC 

— iSO 

1  Births  to  women  in  a  specified  age  group  per  1,000  female  population 
in  that  age  group, 

2From  table  15. 


The  high,  medium,  and  low  rates  having  been 
determined  for  each  age  level  in  2000,  rates  for  the 
years  between  1950  and  2000  were  obtained  by  inter¬ 
polation  along  a  smoothed  curve.  In  nearly  all  cases 
it  was  assumed  that  the  changes  from  year  to  year 
would  gradually  become  smaller,  so  that  the  trend 
lines  would  be  nearly  horizontal  after  2000.  The 
resulting  trends  of  rates  for  each  birth  order  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  three  assumptions  are  shown  in  figure 
2,  and  those  of  rates  for  each  age  group  in  figure  3. 
The  long-time  trend  in  the  ratio  of  children  to  women 
is  shown  in  figure  4. 

The  future  fertility  trends  assumed  for  foreign- 
born  white  women  and  nonwhite  women  are  based 
on  those  for  native  white  women.  Since  1920  the 
birth  rates  of  foreign-bom  white  women  have  been 
decreasing  faster  than  those  of  native  white  women ; 
it  is  expected  that  the  forces  narrowing  the  differ¬ 
ential  in  the  past  will  continue  to  operate  in  the 
future.  Birth  rates  of  nonwhite  women  declined  more 
rapidly  than  those  of  native  white  women  from  1905- 
09  to  1915-19  and  less  rapidly  from  1925-29  to 
1930-34,  then  rose  less  rapidly  from  1930-34  to 
1940-44.  Since  the  limitation  of  family  size  is  as 
yet  much  less  general  among  nonwhite  than  among 
native  white  women,  there  is  more  prospect  for  its 
extension  in  the  nonwhite  group.  The  result  would 
be  a  larger  decrease  in  the  birth  rates  of  the  non¬ 
white  population  than  in  the  rates  of  the  native 
whites.  Under  the  medium  assumption  the  relative 
excess  of  the  birth  rates  of  foreign-born  white  and 
nonwhite  women  over  those  of  native  white  women 
is  reduced  by  five-eighths  between  1940  and  2000. 
Under  the  high  assumptions  the  percentage  differ- 
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Figure  4. — ^Children  Under  5  Years  op  Age  per  1,000  White 
Women  20  to  44  Years  op  Age,  for  the  United  States, 
1800  TO  1945;  Projected  Ratios  for  Native  White  Wo¬ 
men,  1950  TO  1975 

ential  is  reduced  by  one-half ;  under  the  low  assump¬ 
tions  it  is  reduced  by  three-fourths.^® 

Short-time  fluctuations 

The  foregoing  discussion  of  long-time  future 
trends  in  fertility  is  taken  with  minor  changes  from 
the  previous  report,  for  the  events  since  its  prepara¬ 
tion  in  1942  give  no  adequate  basis  for  improving  it 
significantly.  In  contrast,  the  short-term  outlook  for 
birth  rates  during  1945-50  is  different  from  what  it 
was  at  that  time.  A  high  degree  of  economic  pros¬ 
perity  plus  war  psychology  resulted  in  a  substan¬ 
tially  larger  number  of  births  during  1942-45  than 
was  expected  when  the  previous  report  was  pre¬ 
pared.  Similarly,  unless  this  period  of  prosperity 
comes  to  a  more  sudden  end  and  is  followed  by  a 
worse  depression  than  most  economists  and  business 
leaders  predict,  there  will  be  more  births  during 
1945-50  than  were  indicated  by  the  long-time  trends 
set  up  in  1942.  According  to  those  trends  the  number 
of  births  during  the  5-year  period  beginning  July  1, 
1945,  would  be  between  12,500,000  and  13,800,000, 
with  13,100,000  as  a  medium  estimate.  On  the  basis 

“♦SThe  birth  rates  actually  used  in  the  computation  of  forecasts  of  births 
to  1975  are  shown  in  appendix  table  B  for  each  5-year  period*  1950-56  to 
1970-75,  by  color,  nativity,  and  age  of  woman. 
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of  the  information  available  in  October,  1945,  how¬ 
ever,  it  seems  more  likely  that  births  during  the 
current  5-year  period  will  amount  to  between 
13,000,000  and  14,000,000,  with  13,500,000  as  a 
medium  estimate.^'' 

It  may  be  argued  that  if  fertility  rates  fluctuate 
above  the  long-time  trend  during  1945-50  because  of 
prosperity,  they  will  fluctuate  below  the  trend  at  a 
later  date  during  a  depression.  Although  this  view¬ 
point  may  be  correct  in  theory,  it  can  scarcely  be 
followed  in  making  estimates  of  future  population 
because  of  the  conflicting  opinions  and  the  lack  of 
information  as  to  the  probable  fluctuations  'of  eco¬ 
nomic  conditions  around  their  long-time  trend  after 
1950. 

Because  birth  rates  are  much  more  variable  and 
more  subject  to  individual  control  than  death  rates, 
the  actual  birth  rates  of  future  years  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  depart  more  widely  from  the  medium  as¬ 
sumptions  than  the  actual  death  rates.  But  because 
the  range  between  the  high  and  low  assumptions  of 
this  report  is  much  larger  for  birth  rates  than  for 
death  rates,  the  probability  that  the  actual  rates  will 
fall  between  these  extremes  after  1950  may  be  about 
as  great  for  one  as  the  other. 

47The  spectacular  rise  in  the  number  of  births  and  the  crude  birth  rate  from 
June  to  December,  1946,  makes  these  estimates  appear  too  low  in  March, 
1947.  Approximately  2,000,000  births  occurred  in  the  6  months  from  July 
to  December,  1946,  compared  with  2,900,000  in  the  preceding  12  months. 
The  record-breaking  number  of  marriage  licenses  issued  in  May  and 
June,  1946,  and  the  relatively  Targe  number  in  the  preceding  and  fol¬ 
lowing  months,  indicate  that  births  in  the  fir^  half  of  1947  may  outnumber 
those  in  the  last  half  of  1946  and  that  births  during  the  twelve  months  end¬ 
ing  June  30,  1947,  may  exceed  4,000,000.  The  total  for  the  2  years  ending  on 
the  latter  date  may  be  close  to  7,000,000,  which  would  surpass  the  2-year 
record  before  the  war  (about  5,800,000  births  in  1920-21)  by  approximately 
1,200,000,  or  20  percent. 

The  much  larger  than  normal  seasonal  decline  from  June  to  December, 
1946,  in  marriage  licenses  issued,  and  the  abrupt  decline  from  December, 
1946,  to  February,  1947,  in  the  crude  birth  rate  (adjusted  for  seasonal 
variation),  probably  presage  a  reversal  of  the  1946  upswing.  How  severe 
it  will  be  will  depend  in  important  degree  on  the  extent  to  which  the 
record-breaking  jump  of  the  crude  birth  rate  in  the  last  half  of  1946  was 
due  to  a  jump  in  the  rates  for  first  and  second  births  as  compared  with 
many  of  which  would  have  occurred  at  an  earlier  or  later  date  except  for 
the  war,  probably  would  mean'  that  a  very  large  drop  in  the  crude 
birth  rate  should  be  expected  within  the  next  few  years.  In  contrast,  a 
large  rise  for  third  or  higher  order  births  probably  would  mean  that  the 
downward  trend  in  size  of  family  has  been  checked  and  that  the  decline 
the  rates 'for  higher  order  births.  A  large  rise  for  first  and  second  births, 
of  the  crude  birth  rate  from  the  present  peak  should  be  moderate.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  information  regarding  the  number  of  first,  second,  and  higher 
order  births  in  1946  probably  will  not  be  available  until  some  time  in  1948. 

As  mentioned  above,  approximately  7,000,000  births  will  occur  from 
July,  1945,  to  June,  1947.  If  the  average  annual  number  of  births  from 
July,  1947,  to  June,  1950,  is  about  the  same  as  during  1933-86  (2,860,000), 
the  total  for  the  5-year  period  will  be  about  14,000,000.  If  the  three  years 
resemble  1940-41  (with  an  average  of  2,630,000),  the  6-year  total  will  be 
about  15,000,000.  Finally,  if  1947-50  are  like  1942-46  (about  3,090,000  births 
per  year) ,  there  will  be  over  16,000,000  births  in  the  current  6-year  period. 
On  the  basis  of  the  information  available  in  March,  1947,  these  seem  to 
represent  reasonable  low,  medium,  and  high  estimates. 

It  was  not  feasible  to  revise  all  of  the  series  of  forecasts  to  take  account 
of  the  unexpectedly  large  postwar  rise  in  the  number  of  births  without 
delaying  unduly  the  publication  of  this  report.  Instead,  an  additional  series 
was  computed,  assuming  15,000,000  births  during  1946-60,  high  fertility 
trends  during  1960-76,  and  low  mortality  trends  during  1946-76. 


34 


FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


It  is  realized  that  it  may  be  desirable  in  some 
instances  to  ascertain  the  effect  on  future  population 
growth  of  birth  rate  trends  other  than  the  high, 
medium,  or  low  assumptions  used  in  this  report.  It 
is  believed  that  this  can  be  done  with  sufficient  accu¬ 
racy  for  most  purposes  by  narrowing  or  widening 
the  differences  between  the  results  based  on  these 
three  series. 

C.  COMPLETENESS  OF  ENUMERATION 
AND  REGISTRATION 

In  addition  to  having  fertility  and  mortality  as¬ 
sumptions  for  the  future  years  in  question,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  the  number  of  persons  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex  in  a  recent  year  on  which  to 
base  the  forecasts.  The  most  recent  census  is  obvi¬ 
ously  an  excellent  source  of  such  information.  As 
mentioned  in  section  B,  however,  there  is  a  tendency 
in  the  United  States  as  in  other  countries  for  the 
persons  seen  by  the  census  enumerators  to  fail  to 
report  a  substantial  number  of  children  under  5 
years  of  age.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  to  allow  for 
the  children  not  counted  in  1940  before  making  cur¬ 
rent  postcensal  estimates  and  projecting  these  esti¬ 
mates  into  the  future.  With  the  information  now 
available,  the  best  procedure  for  doing  so  is  to:  (a) 
Record  the  number  of  births  registered  during  the 
5  years  ending  on  the  census  date,  (b)  record  the 
number  of  deaths  of  these  children  which  occurred 
prior  to  the  census  date,  (c)  correct  the  data  in  ‘‘a’' 
and  “b”  for  incomplete  reporting,  (d)  deduct  the 
adjusted  deaths  from  the  adjusted  births,  and  (e) 
compare  the  remainder  with  the  number  of  children 
under  5  enumerated  in  the  census. 

According  to  a  study  made  by  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  94  percent  of  the  white  births  and  82  per¬ 
cent  of  the  nonwhite  births  which  occurred  from 
December  1,  19S9,  to  March  31,  1940,  were  regis¬ 
tered.^®  These  percentages  are  not  uniform  through¬ 
out  the  Nation;  on  the  contrary  they  vary  widely. 
For  example,  1  percent  or  less  of  the  white  births 
were  unrecorded  in  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  and 
Minnesota,  but  over  15  percent  in  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  Arkansas.  Larger  variations 
are  found  in  the  recording  of  nonwhite  births,  less 
than  3  percent  having  been  omitted  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Minnesota,  and  Dela¬ 
ware  during  the  test  period,  but  more  than  30  percent 
in  Arkansas,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and 
Arizona.  Although  the  information  on  these  matters 


"Bureau  of  the  Census,  “Studies  in  Completeness  of  Birth  Registration. 
Part  I.  Completeness  of  Birth  Registration,  United  States,  December  1,  1939 
to  March  31,  1940,”  Vital  Statistics-Special  Reports,  vol.  17,  No.  18,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  April  20,  1943. 


for  years  before  1940  is  mostly  indirect,  it  shows 
fairly  conclusively  that  the  longer  a  State  has  been 
in  the  birth  registration  area,  the  more  completely 
its  births  are  recorded.  Less  is  known  about  the 
proportion  of  deaths  of  children  under  5  years  of 
age  that  are  not  reported,  but  there  are  reasons  for 
believing  that  registration  has  been  more  complete 
for  deaths  than  births  and  that  it  also  has  improved 
during  recent  years. 

In  the  present  report  it  is  assumed  that  9-3.6  per¬ 
cent  of  the  white  births  and  81.6  percent  of  the  non¬ 
white  births  occurring  from  April  1,  1935,  to 
March  31,  1940,  were  registered,  and  that  96.8  per¬ 
cent  of  the  white  deaths  and  90.8  percent  of  the  non- 
white  deaths  of  these  children  were  registered."  The 
number  of  native  white  children  under  5  on  April  1, 
1940,  computed  from  birth  and  death  statistics  ad¬ 
justed  as  noted  above,  exceeds  the  number  enumer¬ 
ated  in  the  census  by  7.1  percent  for  boys  and  6.5 
percent  for  girls.  The  corresponding  percentages  for 
nonwhite  children  are  19.0  for  boys  and  16.9  for 
girls.  In  other  words,  it  is  assumed  that  93.4  per¬ 
cent  of  the  total  number  of  native  white  boys  under 
5  on  April  1,  1940,  were  reported  in  the  census,  93.9 
percent  of  the  native  white  girls,  84.0  percent  of  the 
nonwhite  boys,  and  85.5  percent  of  the  nonwhite  girls. 

There  are  two  important  reasons  for  believing 
that  the  completeness  of  birth  registration  improved 
from  1940  to  1944.  The  first  is  based  on  the  wartime 
regulations  which  forced  millions  of  workers  to 
prove  that  they  were  native-born  in  order  to  hold  the 
jobs  they  desired.  It  is  believed  that  this  stimulated 
these  people,  and  others  as  well,  to  make  sure  that 
the  births  of  their  children  were  recorded.  The  sec¬ 
ond,  and  probably  more  important,  factor  is  the 
rapid  increase  in  the  proportion  of  births  occurring 
in  hospitals  and  other  institutions,  from  55.8  percent 
in  1940  to  75.6  percent  in  1944.°“  Since  the  registra¬ 
tion  test  of  1940  showed  that  recording  was  much 
more  complete  for  babies  born  in  institutions  (98.5 
percent)  than  for  those  born  elsewhere  (86.1  per¬ 
cent)  ,  this  change  in  itself  would  increase  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  white  births  registered  from  94.0  to  96.0 
percent  and  that  of  nonwhite  births  from  81.3  to 
82.7  percent.®^  These  are  the  percentages  used  in 
this  report. 

The  population  of  the  United  States  on  July  1, 
1945,  has  been  estimated  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Cen- 

^^The  percent  of  deaths  not  registered  in  these  and  other  years  is 
assumed  to  be  half  the  percent  of  births  not  registered. 

SOU.  S.  Public  Health  Service,  National  Ofhce  of  Vital  Statistics,  "Esti¬ 
mated  Completeness  of  Birth  Registration,  United  States.  1935  to  1944,” 
Vital  Statistics-Special  Reports,  vol.  23,  No.  10,  Washington.  D.  C.,  Sep¬ 
tember  30.  1946, 
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sus  from  the  population  enumerated  on  April  1, 
1940,  adjusted  for  the  underenumeration  of  children, 
and  from  statistics  of  births,  deaths,  and  the  move¬ 
ment  of  aliens  and  citizens  across  our  boundaries 
between  the  dates  mentioned.  This  procedure  gives 
a  population  estimate  for  July  1,  1945,  which  is 
comparable  with  the  1940  census  if  the  latter  is  | 
adjusted  for  underenumeration.  For  many  purposes, 
however,  it  is  desirable  to  compare  the  1945  popu¬ 
lation  figures  with  the  census  figures  as  enumerated 
in  1940  and  earlier  years ;  hence  removal  of  the  ad¬ 
justment  from  the  1945  figures  is  advisable.  To 
accomplish  this,  the  Bureau  assumed  that,  as  there 
was  an  improvement  in  the  completeness  of  birth 
registration  between  1940  and  1945,  there  would 
also  have  been  a  more  complete  enumeration  of  chil¬ 
dren  under  5  in  1945  than  in  1940  if  a  census  had 
been  taken  in  the  later  year.  Specifically,  figures  for 
July  1,  1945,  which  are  believed  to  be  comparable 
with  the  1940  census,  were  obtained  by  assuming 
that  94.7  percent  of  the  white  boys,  95.0  percent  of 
the  white  girls,  86.6  percent  of  the  nonwhite  boys, 
and  87.8  percent  of  the  nonwhite  girls  under  5 
would  have  been  reported  if  there  had  been  a  cen¬ 
sus  in  1945.^2 

Two  estimates  of  the  number  of  children  under  5 
years  of  age  are  given  in  each  table  of  future  popula¬ 
tion  (tables  I  to  VII,  inclusive) .  The  larger  numbers, 
given  at  the  bottom  of  each  table,  represent  the  esti¬ 
mated  total  numbers  of  children  under  5  ‘‘adjusted 
for  census  underenumeration  of  children.’’  The 
smaller  numbers,  included  in  the  body  of  each  table, 
are  the  estimated  numbers  of  children  under  5  that 
would  be  counted  in  a  census  according  to  the  per¬ 
centages  for  1945  (mentioned  above).  It  is  these 
figures  and  the  accompanying  population  totals  that 
should  be  compared  with  census  data  for  1940  and 
earlier  years. 

There  is  evidence  that  the  1940  census,  like  those 
of  other  years  and  other  countries,  contains  certain 
other  discrepancies.  For  example,  it  appears  that  an 
appreciable  number  of  young  men  aged  18  to  25  or 
thereabouts  were  omitted  from  the  census  because 
they  were  “on  the  move”  at  the  time  of  the  enumera¬ 
tion.  Since  there  is  little  basis  for  estimating  the 
size  of  this  group,  no  adjustment  has  been  made  for 
it  in  this  report.  It  may  also  be  that  the  1940  census 
figures  for  the  population  in  the  older  ages  are 
somewhat  in  error,  a  significant  proportion  of  the 
persons  immediately  under  65  having  been  reported 
to  the  enumerators  as  65  or  older.  An  adequate  basis 

52These  percentages  give  the  same  number  of  ‘‘unreported**  children 
under  6  in  1945  as  in  1940. 


for  estimating  these  errors  precisely  is  not  available ; 
hence  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  correct  all  the 
census  figures  in  these  age  groups.  Since  such  age 
biases  appear  to  be  somewhat  marked  for  nonwhites, 
however,  the  nonwhite  population  55  years  old  and 
over  as  enumerated  was  redistributed  in  such  a  way 
as  to  increase  the  number  55-64  by  8  percent,  de¬ 
crease  the  number  65-74  by  14  percent,  and  increase 
the  number  75  and  older  by  7  percent. 

D.  IMMIGRATION  AND  FUTURE 
POPULATION  GROWTH 

Immigration  to  the  United  States  in  past  decades 
made  an  important  contribution  to  population 
growth  and  influenced  significantly  the  color,  nativ¬ 
ity,  age,  and  sex  composition  of  the  population.^®  It  is 
estimated  that  over  25  percent  of  the  gain  in  the 
white  population  during  each  decade  from  1840  to 
1910  came  from  the  excess  of  persons  entering  the 
United  States  over  those  departing.®^  During  the 
1880’s  and  1900’s  immigration  accounted  for  over 
40  percent  of  the  increase  in  the  white  population, 
and  as  late  as  the  1920’s  for  over  20  percent. 

From  1915  to  1920  the  amount  of  immigration 
was  small  in  comparison  with  prior  years  because  of 
conditions  brought  about  by  World  War  I,  but  the 
influx  in  the  postwar  years  probably  would  have 
approached  or  exceeded  that  of  the  prewar  period 
if  a  system  of  restrictions  had  not  been  adopted  in 
1921.  As  it  was,  however.  Congressional  action  set 
the  maximum  number  of  immigrants  admissible 
from  quota  countries  at  approximately  357,000  dur¬ 
ing  the  fiscal  years  ending  in  1922-24  and  reduced  it 
to  164,667  during  the  fiscal  years  ending  in  1925-29 
and  to  153,714  after  June,  1929.  Since  the  summer 
of  1930  immigration  has  been  restricted  still  further 
by  various  regulations  affecting  the  issuance  of  visas. 
As  a  result,  the  number  of  immigrant  aliens  ad¬ 
mitted  in  the  fiscal  years  1931-45  averaged  only 
46,000  annually,  and  in  some  of  these  years  the 
number  of  alien  emigrants  exceeded  the  number  of 
immigrants.*® 

Whether  domestic  opinion  in  the  United  States 
and  international  conditions  will  permit  a  substantial 
amount  of  immigration  during  the  next  few  decades 

eSThe  total  influence  of  immigrants  on  the  composition  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  is  very  difficult  to  measure,  hut  some  idea  of  the  direct  or  immediate 
influence  may  he  had  from  comparison  of  the  total  population  with  the 
native  population  in  1940.  For  example,  the  total  population  was  10.2  per¬ 
cent  nonwhite,  and  the  native  population  11.1  percent  nonwhite.  The 
former  had  100.7  males  per  100  females  and  the  latter  99.7.  Finally,  the 
median  age  of  all  persons  was  29.0  years,  and  of  natives  26.7. 

54Thompson,  Warren  S.,  and  Whelpton,  P.  K.,  Population  Trends  in  the 
United  States,  Recent  Social  Trends  Monographs.  McGraw-Hill  Book  Co., 
Inc.,  New  York,  1933,  p.  303. 

sSThese  years  are  1932,  1933,  1934,  and  1935. 
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remains  to  be  seen.  It  seems  safe  to  assume  that 
there  will  be  large  numbers  of  persons  desirous  of 
taking  residence  in  this  country  and  that  certain 
^  groups  in  the  United  States  will  favor  a  relaxation 
of  the  restrictions  on  admissions.  In  the  light  of  the 
policy  developments  of  the  last  25  years  it  seems 
more  probable  that  immigration  will  either  be  neg¬ 
ligible  or  continue  on  a  small  scale  than  that  it  will 
increase  substantially.  In  consequence,  the  basic 
series  of  population  projections  for  future  years  are 
made  on  the  assumption  of  no  net  immigration. 
Public  sentiment  can  change  rapidly,  however,  and 
a  majority  may  soon  favor  the  resumption  of  immi¬ 
gration  up  to  the  quota  limits  or  even  on  a  larger 
scale.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  to  illustrate  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  such  developments  on  the  growth  and  com¬ 
position  of  the  population  during  future  years. 

The  method  utilized  consists  of  showing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  white  persons  that  would  be  added  to  the 
population  if  those  entering  the  United  States  dur¬ 
ing  each  5-year  period  exceeded  those  departing  by 
500,000,  by  1,000,000,  or  by  1,500, 000.®«  The  first 
figure  (500,000  in  5  years)  would  represent  a  net 
movement  to  the  United  States  somewhat  smaller 
than  that  of  civilians  (aliens  and  citizens)  from 

5«To  simplify  the  computations  without  affecting  the  results  appreciably, 
two  assumptions  have  been  made:  (1)  All  immigrants  and  emigrants  will 
^  white  persons.  The  latter  constituted  99  percent  of  net  alien  arrivals 
during  1920-29  and  probably  will  constitute  an  equally  large  proportion 
in  the  future.  (2)  All  immigration  will  occur  on  the  last  day  of  each 
^year  period.  This  assumption  makes  it  possible  to  ignore  the  small  num¬ 
ber  of  births  and  deaths  among  immigrants  during  the  5-year  period  in 
which  they  anrive.  The  size  of  the  foreign-born  population  at  the  end  of 
a  6-year  period  is  the  same  with  the  net  arrival  of  500,000  immigrants 
on  the  last  day  as  with  the  net  arrival  of  a  slightly  larger  number  (to 
allow  for  deaths)  distributed  evenly  throughout  the  period.  The  latter 
would  give  a  slightly  larger  native  population,  however. 


July  1,  1940,  to  July  1,  1945.  It  is  the  number  that 
would  be  admitted  from  the  quota  nations  if  ap¬ 
proximately  two-thirds  of  the  quotas  were  filled  and 
no  emigration  occurred.  The  second  figure  (1,000,000 
in  5  years)  could  occur  through  the  complete  use  of 
present  quotas  and  the  admission  of  about  230,000 
immigrants  from  nonquota  nations.  The  third  amount 
(1,500,000  in  5  years)  would  require  a  larger  num¬ 
ber  of  nonquota  immigrants,  an  increase  in  the  quo¬ 
tas,  or  both.  It  would  mean  a  return  of  immigration 
almost  to  the  scale  of  1924-28. 

The  net  immigrants  of  each  future  5-year  period 
are  assumed  to  have  on  arrival  the  sex  and  age  dis¬ 
tribution  of  those  of  the  period  1925-29,  the  most 
recent  years  for  which  there  was  any  considerable 
volume  of  “normal”  immigration  (see  table  25).  A 
net  emigration  of  males,  is  assumed  for  the  age 
groups  40-44  and  45-49  because  an  outward  move¬ 
ment  occurred  at  these  ages  in  1925-29,  the  period 
on  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  is  based. 

The  birth  rates  and  death  rates  applied  to  the  new 
immigrants  after  the  5-year  period  of  their  arrival 
are  those  for  the  foreigrn-born  white  population 
which  came  earlier.  The  American-born  children  of 
foreign-born  persons  are  assumed  to  be  subject  to 
the  birth  rates  and  death  rates  of  the  older  native 
white  stock.  Any  marked  changes  in  immigration 
policy  leading  to  the  entry  of  large  numbers  of  aliens 
having  birth  rates  and  death  rates  different  in  the 
future  from  those  of  the  foreign  bom  now  in  this 
country  would,  of  course,  make  necessary  a  revision 
of  these  calculations. 

The  additions  to  the  population  of  future  years 


Tabm:  25.— assumed  DISTRIBUTION  BY  AGE  AND  SEX  OF  SPECIFIED  NET  NUMBERS  OF  WHITE  IMMIGRANTS  IN 

A  5- YEAR  PERIOD 


[Based  on  the  age  and  sex  distribution 


of  the  excess  of  white  immigrant  aliens  over  white  emigrant  aliens  during  1925-29.  The  distributions 
at  the  end  of  the  5-year  period  of  entry] 


are  assumed  to  apply 


AGE 


500,000 


All  agee^: _ 

Under  5  years _ 

5  to  9  years _ 

10  to  14  years _ 

15  to  19  years _ 

20  to  24  years _ 

25  to  29  years _ 

30  to  34  years _ 

35  to  39  years _ 

40  to  44  years _ 


Total 


500,000 


9,600 

22,800 

35,400 

64.200 
148,700 
119,400 

55,700 

17.200 
5,100 


45  to  49  years _ 

50  to  54  years _ 

55  to  59  years _ 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years _ 

70  to  74  years _ 

75  to  79  years _ 

80  to  84  years _ 

85  to  89  years _ 


5,300 

5,700 

4,400 

2,800 

1,500 

900 

500 

400 

400 


Male 


275,000 


5.600 

13.900 

21.400 

38.100 

94.100 

73.400 

30.900 

2.600 
—4,600 

—1,600 

600 

400 

200 


Female 


225,000  1 


4,000 

8.900 
14,000 
26,100 

54.600 
46,000 
24,800 

14.600 
9,700 

6.900 
5,100 
4,000 

2.600 
1,500 

900 

500 

400 

400 


Total 


,000,000 


19.200 

45.600 
70,800 

128.400 

297.400 
238,800 

111.400 

34.400 

10.200 

10.600 

11.400 
8,800 
5,600 
3,000 
1,800 
1,000 

800 

800 


1,000,000 


Male 


550,000 


11,200 

27.800 

42.800 
76,200 

188,200 

146,800 

61.800 

5.200 
—9,200 

—3,200 

1.200 
800 
400 


Female 


450,000  I  1 


8,000 

17.800 
28,000 

52.200 
109,200 

92,000 

49,600 

29.200 
19,400 

13.800 

10.200 
8,000 
5,200 
3,000 
1,800 
1,000 

800 

800 


Total 


,500,000 


28,800 

68,400 

106,200 

192,600 

446.100 
358,200 

167.100 
51,600 
15,300 

15,900 

17,100 

13,200 

8,400 

4.500 
2,700 

1.500 
1,200 
1,200 


1,500.000 


Male 


825,000 


16,800 

41.700 
64,200 

114.300 

282.300 

220,200 

92.700 

7.800 
—13,800 

—4,800 

1.800 

1,200 

600 


Female 


675,000 


12,000 

26.700 
42,000 

78.300 
163,800 
138,000 

74,400 

43,800 

29,100 

20.700 

15.300 

12,000 

7,800 

4.500 
2,700 

1.500 
1,200 
1,200 
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that  would  result  from  immigration  of  the  type  de¬ 
scribed  are  shown  in  table  26.  For  example,  if  mor¬ 
tality  and  fertility  should  follow  the  medium  assump¬ 
tions,  the  net  immigration  of  500,000  persons  during 
each  5-year  period  would  increase  the  1950  popula¬ 
tion  (adjusted  for  underenumeration)  by  500,000, 
the  1960  population  by  1,709,000,  and  the  1975  popu¬ 
lation  by  3,745,000.  Similarly,  if  mortality  should 
follow  the  low  assumptions  and  fertility  the  high 
assumptions,  the  net  arrival  of  500,000  persons  per 
5  years  would  increase  the  1960  population  by  1,735,- 
000  and  the  1975  population  by  3,899,000.  Because 
a  high  proportion  of  the  immigrants  arrive  as  young 
adults,  the  number  of  children  they  have  is  substan¬ 
tially  larger  than  their  losses  by  death  for  several 
years  after  they  enter  the  United  States.  For  thib 
reason  the  net  arrival  of  500,000  immigrants  during 
each  of  the  six  5-year  periods  from  1945-50  to  1970- 
75  would  give  a  net  total  of  3,000,000  newcomers  by 
1975,  but  with  medium  fertility  and  mortality  rates 
would  add  3,745,000  persons  to  the  population  in 
that  year.®'' 

At  the  risk  of  repeating,  it  should  be  emphasized 
again  that  there  is  little  basis  for  forecasting  the 

c^Appendix  table  C  sdves  detailed  figures  by  nativity,  age.  and  sex,  for 
each  fifth  year,  1950  to  1975,  according  to  the  same  combination  of 
assumptions. 

Table  26. — ^Additions  to  the  Population  op  the  United  States 
Which  Would  Result  From  Selected  Amounts  op  Net 
Immigration  op  White  Persons  in  Each  5- year  Period 
Apter  July  1,  1945,  According  to  Various  Assumptions 
op  Fertility  and  Mortality;  1950  to  1975 


[No  allowance  has  been  made  for  births  and  deaths  to  immigrants  in  the  5-year 
period  of  entry.  Figures  are  based  on  population  forecasts  adjusted  for  census 
imderenximeration  of  children! 


YEAR  AND 
ASSUMPTION 

500,000 

1,000,000 

1,500,000 

Num¬ 

ber 

(in 

thou¬ 

sands) 

Percent 

of 

popula¬ 

tion 

with 

immi¬ 

gration 

Num¬ 

ber 

(in 

thou¬ 

sands) 

Percent 

of 

popula¬ 

tion 

with 

immi¬ 

gration 

Num¬ 

ber 

(in 

thou¬ 

sands) 

Percent 

of 

popula¬ 

tion 

with 

immi¬ 

gration 

MEDIUM 

FERTILITY, 

MEDIUM 

MORTALITY 

1950 . 

500 

0.3 

1,000 

0.7 

1,500 

1.0 

1955 . 

1,076 

0.7 

2,151 

1.4 

3,227 

2.1 

1960 . 

1,709 

1.1 

3,417 

2.2 

5,126 

3.2 

1965 . . 

2,374 

1.5 

4,748 

2.9 

7,121 

4.3 

1970 _ _ 

3,053 

1.9 

6,105 

3.7 

9,158 

5.4 

1975.... _  _ _ 

13,745 

2.2 

7,489 

4.4 

11,234 

6.4 

HIGH  FERTILITY,* 

LOW  MORTALITY 

1950.._ . 

500 

0.3 

1,000 

0.7 

1,500 

1.0 

1955 . 

1,084 

0.7 

2,167 

1.4 

3.251 

2,1 

1960 . 

1,735 

1.1 

3,470 

2.1 

5,205 

3.2 

1965 . 

2,430 

1.4 

4,860 

2.9 

7,290 

4.2 

1970... . 

3.150 

1.8 

6,300 

3.5 

9,449 

5.2 

1976 . 

13,899 

2.1 

7,799 

4.2 

11,698 

6.2 

iThe  corresponding  figures,  based  on  population  forecasts  comparable 
with  census  figures  for  1940  and  earlier  years,  are  8,732,000  and  3,884,000. 
sPercents  based  on  forecasts  assuming  15,000,000  births  during  1946-60. 


Nation’s  immigration  policy  accurately  and  in  detail. 
The  function  of  the  material  in  tables  25  and  26  is  to 
illustrate  what  would  happen  with  certain  amounts 
of  immigration  and  to  provide  a  means  by  which 
those  who  wish  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  other 
amounts  of  immigration  may  do  so  conveniently. 

E.  ANNUAL  FORECASTS,  1946-49 

Since  there  is  a  wide  interest  in  population  pro¬ 
jections  for  each  year  in  the  immediate  future, 
annual  forecasts  by  color,  age,  and  sex,  for  the  period 
1945-50  were  prepared,  according  to  assumptions  of 
medium  fertility,  medium  mortality,  and  no  immi¬ 
gration  after  July  1,  1945.  Similar  forecasts  were 
not  prepared  on  the  basis  of  high  or  low  fertility 
and  mortality  assumptions  because  of  the  slight  dif¬ 
ferences  between  these  estimated  trends  before  1950. 

The  easiest  method  of  obtaining  annual  estimates 
for  1945-50  is  to  make  simple  mathematical  inter¬ 
polations  between  the  1945  estimates  by  5-year  age 
groups  and  the  1950  projections  for  the  correspond¬ 
ing  groups.  Projecting  estimates  for  each  single  year 
of  age  in  1945  with  the  aid  of  single-year-of-age  life 
table  survival  rates  involves  much  more  work,  but 
was  believed  to  be  justified  because  of  the  'more 
realistic  and  consistent  forecasts  which  would  be  ob¬ 
tained.  The  results  for  single  years  of  age  can  then 
be  combined  into  any  desired  age  groups  at  annual 
intervals.  This  method  takes  account  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  distribution  within  5-year  age  groups  in  1945 
and  of  the  expected  fluctuations  in  the  annual  num¬ 
ber  of  births  during  the  period  1945-50. 

Accordingly,  one-year  survival  rates  for  single 
years  of  age  were  computed  from  the  1939-41  United 
States  life  table  (the  most  recent  life  table  from 
which  such  survival  rates  could  be  conveniently  ob¬ 
tained)  and  applied  successively  to  the  1945  popu¬ 
lation  to  obtain  annual  estimates  for  the  cohorts 
that  would  be  5  and  over  in  1950.  For  the  cohorts 
that  would  be  under  5  in  1950,  projections  of  births 
from  July  1  to  June  30  for  each  year  from  1945  to 
1950  were  used  as  a  starting  point,  and  survivors 
were  estimated  as  for  the  older  cohorts.  These  esti¬ 
mates  of  births  in  each  year  from  1945  to  1950  were 
made  at  the  same  time  as  those  for  the  5-year  period 
as  a  whole.  (See  chapter  II,  section  B,  “Fertility 
Trends,”  p.  33)  In  preparing  them  consideration  was 
given  not  only  to  past  and  prospective  changes  in 
birth  rates  by  age  of  mother  and  order  of  birth,  but 
also  to  expected  postwar  developments  with  respect 
to  the  return  of  servicemen,  the  level  of  economic 
activity,  and  the  marriage  rate. 

Because  of  differences  in  the  death  rates  used  it 
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was  not  expected  that  the  year-by-year  projections 
would  give  results  for  1950  which  would  agree  ex¬ 
actly  with  the  forecasts  made  by  5-year  time  periods. 
In  the  first  place,  the  projected  5-year  death  rates 
allow  for  improvement  in  mortality  between  1940 
and  1950;  secondly,  they  contain  an  adjustment  for 
underregistration  of  deaths  while  the  1939-41  rates 
do  not;  and  finally,  life  table  values  for  5-year  age 
groups  do  not  take  account  of  the  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  distribution  within  such  age  groups  of  the 
currently  estimated  population  and  the  life  table 
population. 

In  general,  the  differences  in  1950  between  the 
5-year  sums  of  forecasts  for  single  years  of  age  and 
the  forecasts  for  5-year  age  groups  projected  directly 
from  1945  were  not  large.  The  maximum  numerical 
difference  was  in  the  group  under  5  (this  would  be 
expected  because  improvements  assumed  in  mor¬ 
tality  were  largest  here) ,  but  the  relative  difference 
was  less  than  2  percent.  Differences  between  the  two 
sets  of  estimates  at  ages  between  5  and  70  were  0.4 
percent  or  less  for  white  males  and  females  and  2.0 
percent  or  less  for  nonwhite  males  and  females.  In 
some  of  the  age  groups  over  70  the  relative  differ¬ 
ences.  were  somewhat  larger,  but  the  numbers  of 
persons  involved  were  comparatively  small. 

The  next  step  was  to  adjust  the  annual  estimates 
so  as  to  bring  them  into  agreement  with  the  1950 
forecasts.  The  differences  between  the  two  series  in 
1950  were  projected  backward  by  cohorts  and  re¬ 
duced  by  proportions  gradually  approaching  zero  in 
1945.  In  those  cases  where  the  single-year  forecasts 
gave  fewer  people  in  1950  than  the  5-year  forecasts, 
the  proportions  of  the  1950  differences  prorated 
among  the  estimates  of  survivors  in  the  same  cohort 
for  the  years  1946  to  1949  were  as  follows :  10  per¬ 
cent  in  1946,  25  percent  in  1947,  45  percent  in  1948, 
and  70  percent  in  1949.  For  example,  the  5-year 


series  showed  4,964,000  white  males  aged  30-34  in 
1950  and  the  annual  series  4,953,000,  a  difference 
of  11,000;  70  percent  of  this  amount  was  prorated 
among  the  survivors  29-33  in  1949,  45  percent  among 
the  survivors  28-32  in  1948,  and  so  on.  In  those 
cases  where  the  single-year  forecasts  gave  more 
people  in  1950  than  the  5-year  forecasts  —  which 
occurred  in  most  of  the  ages  over  65  — the  estimates 
of  survivors  in  a  given  cohort  in  prior  years  were 
reduced  by  prorating  to  these  years  proportions  of 
the  1950  differences  similar  to  those  mentioned 
above,  and  subtracting  the  amounts  so  obtained  from 
the  original  estimates  of  survivors. 

The  procedure  for  adjusting  the  cohorts  born  be¬ 
tween  1945  and  1950,  and  under  5  in  1950,  was 
similar  to  that  used  in  adjusting  the  older  age 
groups,  but  allowed  for  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
years  over  which  the  discrepancy  between  the  two 
sets  of  estimates  in  1950  had  been  accumulating  — 
from  year  of  birth  to  1950  — differed  for  each  cohort. 
(For  example,  children  who  had  their  fourth  birth¬ 
day  between  July  1,  1949,  and  June  30,  1950,  had 
been  exposed  to  the  risk  of  death  more  than  four 
years,  whereas  those  born  in  that  period  had  been 
exposed  to  the  risk  of  death  less  than  one  year.) 
Hence,  proportions  of  the  1950  difference,  varying 
for  each  single  year  of  age  and  each  estimate  year, 
were  used.  As  a  check  on  the  reasonableness  of  the 
results,  within  the  framework  of  the  mortality  as¬ 
sumptions,  the  one-year  death  rates  for  each  esti¬ 
mate  year  implicit  in  the  adjusted  forecasts  were 
computed.  These  rates  appeared  sufficiently  consist¬ 
ent  from  year  to  year  and  age  to  age  to  warrant 
confidence  in  the  procedure  followed. 

As  a  final  step,  the  adjusted  single-year-of-age 
frequencies  for  each  year,  1946  to  1949,  were  com¬ 
bined  into  the  desired  5-year  age  groups. 


CHAPTER  III 

INDICATED  POPULATION  CHANGES 


A.  GROWTH  OF  TOTAL  POPULATION 

The  population  of  continental  United  States  has 
been  growing  more  and  more  slowly  since  1860.  The 
average  annual  rate  of  increase,  which  was  between 
2.8  and  3.1  percent  for  the  decades  from  1790  to 
1860,  fell  to  approximately  2.0  percent  around  1900, 
and  was  slightly  below  0.7  percent  during  the  de¬ 
pression  years  1930-35  (see  table  27  and  figure  5). 
Economic  recovery  and  the  wartime  baby  boom 
brought  a  rise  in  the  rate  to  1.12  percent  during 
1940^5.  During  1945-46  the  increase  amounted  to 
1.17  percent;  the  jump  in  the  number  of  births  in 

Table  27. — Total  Population  op  the  United  States,  1900  to 
1945,  Forecasts  According  to  Assumptions  op  Medium 
Fertility  and  Mortality  and  No  Immigration,  1946  to 
2000,  AND  Average  Annual  Increase,  1900-1905  to  1995- 
2000 


[Estimates  and  forecasts  are  comparable  with  census  figures  for  1940  and  earlier 
years,  no  adjustment  having  been  made  for  census  underenumeration  of 
young  children] 


Population 
(in  thousands) 

average  annual  increase 

SINCE  PRECEDING  DATE* 

DATE 

Number 
(in  thousands) 

Percent* 

CENSUS  OR  ESTIMATE 

IQOO  (JnriR  1) 

75,995 

83,820 

1,539 

1.93 

1910  (Apr.  15) _ 

91.972 

1,701 

1.94 

(Jiily  1)' 

100,549 

1,647 

1.71 

1920  (Jan.  1^ _ _ 

105,711 

1,147 

1,11 

T9^5(jnTy1) . 

115,832 

1,840 

1.66 

1930  (Apr.  1) .  . . 

122,775 

1,462 

1.23 

1935  (July  1) _ _ 

127,250 

852 

0.68 

jgin  (Apr  1)  _ 

131,669 

930 

0.72 

1945  (July  1)*. _ _ 

“  139,621 

1,515 

1.12 

FORECAST* 

194R5  . . 

140,840 

1,219 

0.87 

142,186 

143,329 

144,457 

1,346 

0.95 

1948 _ 

1,143 

0.80 

1Q4Q  _  _ 

1,128 

0.78 

IQRn  _ 

145,460 

1,003 

876 

0.69 

_ 

149,840 

V  0.59 

1960 . . 

153,375 

707 

0.47 

1965 _ 

156,692 

663 

.  0.43 

1970  _  _  _ 

159,847 

631 

0.40 

1Q7.fi  _ _ 

162,337 

498 

0.31 

IQRO 

163,877 

164,532 

308 

0.19 

IpRK 

131 

0.08 

1990  _ _ 

164,585 

11 

0.01 

19QB  _ 

164,177 

~82 

—0.05 

^00  _ 

163,312 

—173 

—0.11 

lA  minus  sign  (  —  )  denotes  decrease. 

2 Average  annual  increase  divided  by  population  at  middle  of  period. 

3A  revised  estimate  of  the  population  on  July  1,  1945,  prepared  after  these 
forecasts  had  been  completed,  is  139,586,000.  (See  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
“Estimated  Population  of  the  United  States,  for  Selected  Dates:  April  1, 
1940,  to  July  1,  1946,”  Population — Special  Reports,  Series  P-47,  No.  1, 
March  8,  1947.) 

-iJuly  1  of  calendar  year. 

8A  current  estimate  of  the  population  on  July  1,  1946,  is  141,229,000, 
which  represents  an  increase  during  1945-46  of  1,643,000,  or  1.17  percent. 
Ibid, 

^Estimates  made  in  March,  1947,  indicate  a  population  of  about  143,900,- 
000  on  July  1,  1947,  and  an  increase  of  about  2,700,000,  or  nearly  two 
percent,  over  July  1,  1946. 


the  last  half  of  1946  probably  will  raise  it  to  nearly 
two  percent  during  1946-47.  A  sharp  decrease  is 
expected  in  the  next  year  or  two.  (See  table  I  for 
forecasts  by  color,  age,  and  sex  in  each  year,  1946  to 
1950,  according  to  the  assumptions  of  medium  fer¬ 
tility,  medium  mortality,  and  no  immigration  or  emi¬ 
gration  after  July  1,  1945.) 

Although  the  trend  of  the  rate  of  increase  .was 
downward  from  1860  to  1980,  the  average  number  of 
persons  added  annually  to  the  population  continued 
to  rise  until  1920-25,  when  the  high  mark  of  1,840,- 
000  was  reached.  By  1930-35,  however,  immigration 
restrictions,  lower  birth  rates,  and  a  less  favorable 
age  composition  had  lowered  the  average  annual 
gain  to  about  850,000— less  than  half  the  amount  of 
10  years  earlier  and  close  to  the  amount  for  the  dec¬ 
ade  preceding  1860.  Recovery  from  the  depression, 
and  the  war,  by  raising  the  birth  rate,  lifted  the 
average  annual  population  increase  to  a  secondary 
peak  of  1,515,000  persons  during  1940-45.  Whether 
this  will  be  exceeded  during  1945-50  remains  to  be 
seen.  As  of  March,  1947,  however,  it  appears  prob¬ 
able  that  the  average  annual  gain  for  the  current 
period  will  be  between  1,293,000  and  1,673,000.  The 
first  is  the  forecast  according  to  the  high  fertility 
and  low  mortality  assumptions  (with  14,000,000 
births  during  1945-50)  and  no  immigration;  the  sec¬ 
ond  includes  allowances  for  1,000,000  additional 
births  and  for  the  net  immigration  of  1,000,000  per¬ 
sons  during  the  period. 

The  outlook  after  1950  is  for  a  continuation  of  the 
long-time  decline  in  population  growth,  both  in  abso¬ 
lute  numbers  and  rate.  Moreover,  there  is  a  strong 
possibility  that  within  a  few  decades  the  population 
will  reach  its  maximum  size  and  will  begin  to  de¬ 
crease  unless  heavy  immigration  is  resumed.  If  fer¬ 
tility  and  mortality  rates  should  follow  the  medium 
assumptions  and  no  immigration  occur,  the  popula¬ 
tion  would  grow  from  139,621,000  in  1945  to  about 
153  million  in  1960  and  to  162  million  in  1975,  but 
the  average  annual  rate  of  increase  would  decline 
from  1.12  percent  during  1940-45  to  0.47  percent 
during  1955-60  and  to  0.31  percent  during  1970-75. 
(See  table  27  and  figure  5.  The  forecasts  of  popula¬ 
tion  in  each  fifth  year  from  1950  to  1975,  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex,  are  shown  in  table  II ;  similar 
figures  for  1980  to  2000  are  given  in  appendix  table 
D.)  Before  the  end  of  this  century  the  favorable 
age  composition  carried  over  from  the  earlier  period 
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POPULATION 

(MILLIONS) 


(Forecasts  assume  no  migration  after  July  1,  1945) 

Fiotoe  5.— total  population  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1900  TO  1945;  FORECASTS,  1950  TO  2000 


of  higher  birth  rates  would  have  spent  its  influence, 
and  a  decline  of  numbers  would  be  anticipated. 

Divergent  trends  of  total  population  are  given  by 
the  alternative  assumptions  of  fertility  and  mortal¬ 
ity.  The  assumptions  of  low  fertility,  high  mortal¬ 
ity,  and  no  immigration  would  cause  growth  to  slow 
up  rapidly,  would  bring  the  population  to  a  peak  of 
less  than  152  million  in  1970  or  1971,  and  subse¬ 
quently  would  lead  it  to  shrink  in  size  (see  table  28 
and  figure  5).  On  this  basis  the  total  increase  from 
1945  to  1975  would  be  less  than  12  million,  or  below 
that  during  any  single  decade  between  1880  and  1930. 
At  the  other  extreme,  if  fertility  should  follow  the 


high  assumptions,  with  15,000,000  births  during 
1945-50,  and  mortality  the  low  assumptions  (with¬ 
out  immigration),  the  Nation  would  have  over  177 
million  inhabitants  in  1975.  Growth  would  be  well 
maintained,  for  the  average  annual  increase  of  near¬ 
ly  1,300,000  during  1970—75  would  be  approximately 
two-fifths  larger  than  that  during  the  last  prewar 
period  (1935-40),  and  the  average  annual  rate  of 
grovrth  in  1970-75  (0.74  percent)  would  be  slightly 
above  the  1935-40  rate.  On  this  basis  the  population 
would  pass  the  200  million  mark  before  1995  and 
would  continue  to  increase  for  several  decades  there¬ 
after.  (The  results  for  these  assumptions  are  shown 
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Table  28.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  TOTAL  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  ACCORDING  TO  VARIOUS  ASSUMP- 
TIONS'OF  FERTILITY,  MORTALITY,  AND  IMMIGRATION,  1950  TO  1975,  AND  AVERAGE  ANNUAL  INCREASE, 
1945-50  TO  1970-75 


IForecasts  are  comparable  with  census  figures  for  1940  and  earlier  years,  no  adjustment  having  been  made  for  census  underenumeration  of  young  ehildrenl 


HIGH  FERTILITY,  LOW  MORTALITY 

YEAR  OR  PERIOD 

Low 

fertility, 

high 

mortality, 

no 

immigration 

NET  IMMIGRATION  PER  5  YEARS^ 
OF - 

14,000,000 

births, 

1945-50, 

15,000,000  births,  1945-50 

Net 

immigration 
per  5  years^ 
of  1,000,000 

None 

500,000 

1,000,000 

1,500,000 

no 

immigration 

No 

immigration 

FORECAST  (IN  THOUSANDS) 

1950 . 

144,922 

145,460 

i 

145,959 

146,458 

146,957 

146,087 

146,987 

147,986 

147,990 

.  149,840 

150,911 

151,982 

153,053 

152,017 

152,970 

155,126 

162.011 

IftfiO 

149,827 

153,375 

155,075 

156,775 

158,475 

157,609 

158,559 

lQfi.6 

151,047 

156,692 

159,055 

161,418 

163,781 

163,446 

164,434 

169,270 

1970  . 

151,627 

159,847 

162,888 

165,929 

168,970 

169,612 

170,845 

177,304 

177,118 

1975 . . ^ 

151,090 

162,337 

166,069 

169,801 

173,533 

175,750 

185,071 

AVERAGE  ANNUAL 
INCREASES 

NUMBER  (in  thousands) 

1,673 

1045-.6n 

1,060 

1,168 

1,268 

1,367 

1,467 

1,293 

1,473 

614 

876 

990 

1,105 

1,219 

1,084 

1,186 

1,197 

1,428 

367 

707 

833 

959 

1,118 

1,118 

1,377 

IQRrt-fi.'; 

244 

663 

796 

929 

1,061 

1,167 

1,175 

1,282 

1,452 

116 

631 

767 

902 

1,038 

1,233 

1,570 

1970-75 . 

—107 

498 

636 

774 

913 

1,228 

1,292 

1,591 

percent’ 

1Q4.6-.60 

0.75 

0.82 

0.89 

0.96 

1.02 

0.91 

1.03 

K 

1.16 

1950-55 . 

0.42 

0.59 

0.67 

0.74 

0.81 

0.80 

0.80 

0.94 

1955-60 . 

0.25 

0.47 

0.54 

0.62 

0.70 

0.72 

0.72 

0.87 

0.16 

0.43 

0.51 

0.58 

0.66 

0.73 

0.73 

0.88 

1965-70 . 

0.08 

0.40 

0.48 

0.55 

0.62 

0.74 

0.76 

0.91 

1970-75 . 

—0.07 

0.31 

0.39 

0.46 

0.53 

0.71 

0.74 

0.88 

^Excess  of  persons  entering  the  United  States  over  those  departing  in 
each  6-year  period. 

2A  minus  sign  (  —  )  denotes  decrease. 


^Average  annual  amount  of  increase  divided  by  population  at  middle  of 
period. 


in  detail  in  tables  IV  and  VI;  similar  no-immigration 
forecasts  assuming  high  fertility,  with  14,000,000 
births  during  1945-50,  and  low  mortality  are  shown 
in  table  V.) 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  prospect  of  an  eventual 
cessation  of  population  growth  in  the  United  States 
is  inherent  in  the  present  age  structure  of  the  popu¬ 
lation,  for  the  large  proportion  of  persons  in  the 
middle  range  of  years  is  favorable  temporarily  to  an 
excess  of  births  over  deaths.  But  unless  fertility 
rates  are  higher  in  the  future  than  they  were  during 
the  1930’s,  the  balance  will  tip  in  the  opposite  direc¬ 
tion,  for  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  proportion 
of  elderly  people  in  the  population  which  will  lead  to 
an  excess  of  deaths  over  births. 

The  forecasts  mentioned  above  include  no  allow¬ 
ance  for  immigration.  The  effect  of  a  net  inflow  of 
certain  numbers  of  foreign-born  whites  is  shown  in 
table  28.  Thus,  if  fertility  and  mortality  follow  the 
medium  trends  and  if  the  number  of  persons  enter¬ 
ing  the  United  States  in  each  future  5-year  period 
exceeds  the  number  departing  by  500,000,  the  popu¬ 
lation  will  amount  to  166  million  in  1975,  nearly  4 
million  more  than  if  no  immigration  occurred.  (See 


table  28.  The  forecasts  of  population  according  to 
these  assumptions  for  each  fifth  year  from  1950  to 
1975,  by  color,  nativity,  age,  and  sex,  are  shown  in 
table  III.)  Similarly,  the  net  arrival  of  1,000,000 
persons  in  each  5-year  period  would  give  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  nearly  170  million  in  1975,  more  than  7  mil¬ 
lion  above  the  forecast  on  the  assumption  of  no  im¬ 
migration.  Finally,  if  the  excess  of  newcomers  were 
allowed  to  rise  to  1,500,000  every  5  years  and  if 
fertility  and  mortality  follow  the  medium  trends,  the 
population  in  1975  would  exceed  173  million  and  be 
more  than  11  million  above  the  no-immigration  fore¬ 
cast. 

The  highest  forecast  shown  is  based  on  the  as¬ 
sumptions  that  fertility  will  follow  the  high  trends 
and  mortality  the  low,  and  that  net  immigration  will 
amount  to  1,000,000  every  5  years.  Under  these  con¬ 
ditions  the  population  would  reach  185  million  in 
1975  and  would  continue  to  increase  indefinitely. 
(The  results  are  shown  in  detail  in  table  VII.)  The 
average  annual  growth  in  1970-75  would  amount  to 
almost  1,600,000,  which  would  exceed  that  of  most 
past  years.  The  average  annual  rate  of  growth,  how¬ 
ever,  would  be  about  0.88,  which  would  be  less  than 
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that  of  most  past  years  except  the  1930’s.i 

Allowing  for  the  net  immigration  of  500,000  to 

I, 500,000  persons  in  each  5-year  period  does  not  alter 
greatly  the  shape  of  the  curves  of  the  projected 
population,  though  obviously  it  gives  higher  totals 
and  postpones  the  date  of  the  maximum  population. 
With  medium  fertility  and  mortality  the  smaller 
movement  of  foreigners  would  be  almost  sufficient 
to  prevent  a  downward  turn  of  total  numbers  before 
the  end  of  this  century.  With  low  fertility  and  high 
mortality  this  immigration  stream  would  keep  the 
population  growing  until  1975,  but  not  beyond.  Even 
if  the  stream  were  swelled  to  2,500,000  persons  every 
5  years,  the  assumptions  of  low  fertility  and  high 
mortality  would  cause  a  decrease  in  total  numbers, 
starting  before  1990.  The  results  would  be  different, 
of  course,  if  the  fertility  pattern  of  the  new  immi¬ 
grants  varied  widely  from  that  of  the  present  for¬ 
eign-born  population. 

The  present  forecasts  indicate  a  slightly  larger 
population  in  future  years  than  did  those  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  report.  Most  of  the  change  is  due  to  the  war¬ 
time  baby  boom,  which  resulted  in  nearly  13,150,000 
children  under  5  on  July  1,  1945,  instead  of  the 

II, 930,000  that  were  expected  when  the  earlier  fore¬ 
casts  were  made.  The  difference  between  the  two  sets 
of  projections  increases  slowly  in  the  future  as  these 
extra  babies  grow  up  and  have  babies  of  their  own. 
In  1975  the  revised  forecasts  (without  immigration) 
exceed  the  previous  series  by  over  3,600,000  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  medium  fertility  and  mortality  assump¬ 
tions,  and  by  slightly  larger  or  smaller  amounts  ac¬ 
cording  to  other  fertility  and  mortality  assumptions. 

The  fact  that  the  growth  of  population  from  July, 
1945,  to  March,  1947,  has  been  close  to  the  assump¬ 
tions  of  high  fertility  (with  15,000,000  births  dur¬ 
ing  1945-50),  low  mortality,  and  the  net  immigra¬ 
tion  of  1,000,000  persons  per  5  years  may  lead  some 
readers  to  conclude  that  this  combination  of  assump¬ 
tions  is  the  best  guide  to  the  future.  They  should 
remember,  however,  that  population  growth  was  ex¬ 
tremely  large  during  1920-23  (shortly  after  World 
War  I) ,  but  that  it  dropped  rapidly  from  over  2,000,- 
000  in  1923  to  less  than  750,000  in  1932.  It  is  true 
that  demographic  developments  during  1941-46  have 
not  followed  exactly  the  same  course  as  during  1916- 
21,  two  of  the  notable  exceptions  being  the  higher 
wartime  than  prewar  fertility  during  World  War  II 
(the  opposite  of  the  World  War  I  relationship)  and 
the  larger  rise  in  births  after  the  recent  war  than 

^The  effect  of  other  amounts  of  immigration  on  the  population  of  future 
years  can  be  obtained  easily  by  increasing  the  number  of  persons  accord* 
ing  to  the  fertility  and  mortality  trends  without  immigration  (shown  in 
table  28),  by  multiples  of  the  amounts  shown  in  table  26. 


after  the  earlier  one.  But  both  of  these  differences 
may  well  presage  a  still  larger  drop  in  growth  from 
1947  to  1956  than  the  fall  of  nearly  65  percent  which 
occurred  from  1923  to  1932. 

For  reasons  indicated  in  the  “Mortality”  and  “Fer¬ 
tility”  sections  of  chapter  II,  it  is  believed  that  the 
medium  assumptions  are  better  than  the  high  or  low 
assumptions  as  guides  to  events  for  the  1945-75 
period  as  a  whole.  In  view  of  the  national  immigra¬ 
tion  policy  developed  in  past  years  the  best  guess  as 
to  the  future  inward  movement  appears  to  be  that  it 
will  average  between  500,000  and  1,000,000  persons 
per  5  years.  Although  in  March,  1947,  it  may  appear 
that  the  eighth  (right-hand)  column  of  table  28  con¬ 
tains  the  best  forecasts  for  1945-50,  it  is  believed 
that  those  in  the  third  and  fourth  columns  will  prove 
to  be  more  accurate  for  growth  during  1950-55  and 
subsequent  years. 

B.  COLOR  AND  NATIVITY 

The  proportion  of  white  persons  in  the  population 
showed  a  small  increase  from  1850  to  1940 ;  in  the 
latter  year  white  persons  constituted  89.8  percent  of 
the  total  as  compared  with  84.3  percent  in  1850.  Al¬ 
though  the  proportion  of  nonwhites  changed  by  the 
same  absolute  amount  (declining  from  16.7  to  10.2 
percent),  the  relative  change  was  large  (a  drop  of 
over  one-third) .  Between  1940  and  1945,  in  contrast, 
the  proportion  of  white  persons  decreased  slightly 
(0.2  percent)  and  that  of  nonwhites  increased  cor¬ 
respondingly.  The  next  thirty  years  will  see  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  downward  trend  for  whites  unless 
the  volume  of  immigration  is  much  larger  than  antici¬ 
pated.  If  there  is  little  or  no  net  movement  to  the 
United  States,  the  proportion  of  white  persons  in  the 
Nation’s  population  will  decrease  frofii  89.6  percent 
in  1945  to  between  88.4  (low  fertility  and  high  mor¬ 
tality)  and  87.6  (high  fertility  and  low  mortality)  in 
1975  (see  table  29).  Even  if  net  immigration  should 
amount  to  1,500,000  every  five  years,  white  persons 
would  constitute  88.8  percent  of  the  population  in 
1975  (medium  fertility  and  mortality),  as  compared 
with  89.6  percent  in  1945. 

Much  larger  relative  changes  are  to  be  expected  in 
the  nativity  composition  of  the  white  population  dur¬ 
ing  coming  decades.  With  no  immigration  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  persons  who  are  native  white  would  rise 
from  82.2  percent  in  1945  to  between  85.9  (high  fer¬ 
tility  and  low  mortality)  and  86.7  (low  fertility  and 
high  mortality)  in  1975,  and  the  proportion  who  are 
foreign-born  white  would  decline  from  7.3  to  1.7.  If 
there  is  a  net  immigration  of  500,000  persons  per  5 
years,  and  the  medium  fertility  and  mortality  trends 
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are  followed,  the  proportion  of  foreign-born  whites 


in  the  population  will  decrease  to  about  3.3  percent  in 
1975,  or  less  than  half  as  much  as  in  1945.  To  main¬ 
tain  the  1945  proportion  of  this  group  would  require 
the  net  movement  to  the  United  States  of  nearly 
1,800,000  persons  every  5  years. 

The  number  of  nonwhite  persons  will  increase 
steadily  from  1945  to  1976  with  any  of  the  fertility 
and  mortality  assumptions,  for  the  forecasts  indicate 
a  growth  during  these  30  years  of  over  2,900,000 
with  low  fertility  and  high  mortality,  over  4,900,000 
with  medium  fertility  and  mortality,  and  over  7,100,- 
000  with  high  fertility  and  low  mortality.  Whether 
the  white  population  continues  to  increase  in  num¬ 
bers  up  to  1975,  however,  depends  on  the  assump¬ 
tions.  With  low  fertility,  high  mortality,  and  no 
immigration  a  high  point  of  about  134,500,000  would 
be  reached  between  1965  and  1970,  and  by  1975  a 
decrease  to  133,600,000  would  have  occurred.  With 
medium  fertility  and  mortality  and  no  immigration 
there  would  be  an  increase  of  nearly  17,800,000  from 
1945  to  1975,  and  with  high  fertility  and  low  mor¬ 
tality  an  increase  of  about  29  or  30  million.  In  either 
of  these  cases  there  would  be  additional  gains  after 
1975.  Immigration,  of  course,  would  add  to  the  white 
population,  the  medium  forecasts  for  1975  rising  by 
nearly  3,750,000  with  the  net  immigration  of  500,000 
persons  per  5  years,  and  by  nearly  7,500,000  if  the 
stream  of  immigrants  amounts  to  1,000,000  (see 
table  26).  The  gains  would  be  still  larger  if  these 
movements  occurred  with  high  fertility  and  low  mor¬ 
tality. 

The  ratio  of  the  native  white  to  the  nonwhite  group 
in  the  absence  of  immigration  will  depend  on  whether 
their  respective  fertility  and  mortality  trends  con¬ 
verge  or  diverge,  and  on  how  rapidly  the  convergence 
or  divergence  occurs.  For  reasons  explained  in  the 
sections  on  mortality  and  fertility  trends  in  this  re¬ 
port,  convergence  is  relatively  slow  in  the  high 
assumptions  and  relatively  rapid  in  the  low  assump¬ 
tions.  Because  nonwhite  fertility  and  mortality  rates 
exceed  those  of  native  whites  the  convergence  of  fer¬ 
tility  rates  tends  to  slow  down  the  decrease  in  the 
ratio  of  native  white  to  nonwhite  persons,  and  the 
convergence  of  mortality  rates  to  accelerate  it.  In 
consequence,  the  ratio  would  scarcely  decline  at  all 
by  1975  if  the  present  fertility  and  mortality  differ¬ 
entials  between  native  whites  and  nonwhites  were  to 
continue,  and  would  decline  more  rapidly  with  the 
high  fertility,  low  mortality  trends  than  with  the  low 
fertility,  high  mortality  trends. 

Foreign-born  white  persons  constituted  a  rela¬ 
tively  high  proportion  of  the  population  —  above  14 
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percent  —  most  of  the  time  from  1870  to  1915.  Since 
the  latter  year  the  relative  size  of  the  group  has  been 
cut  almost  in  half,  for  in  1940  8.7  percent  of 
the  population  was  foreign-born  white  and  in 
1945  only  7.3  percent.  The  number  of  foreign-born 
whites  continued  to  rise  after  1915,  and  probably 
reached  a  maximum  (over  14,000,000)  between  1925 
and  1930.  The  decline  which  began  at  that  time  re¬ 
duced  the  group  to  11,419,000  in  1940  and  to' about 
10,250,000  in  1945.  If  no  immigration  were  to  occur 
in  the  future,  this  downward  trend  would  be  accel¬ 
erated  ;  by  1975  the  foreign-born  white  group  would 
be  reduced  to  between  2,580,000  and  3,000,000  persons 
(depending  on  the  mortality  assumptions)  and  would 
constitute  only  about  1.7  percent  of  the  total  popu¬ 
lation  (see  table  29).  But  since  it  is  almost  certain 
that  there  will  be  some  net  immigration,  these  num¬ 
bers  and  proportions  should  be  thought  of  as  repre¬ 
senting  minimum  values.  With  medium  fertility  and 
mortality  trends  the  net  arrival  of  500,000  white 
immigrants  in  each  5  years  would  increase  the  for¬ 
eign-born  white  group  in  1975  from  approximately 
2,680,000  to  5,560,000,  or  from  1.7  to  3.3  percent  of 
the  total  population.  If  the  newcomers  amounted  to 
1,000,000  every  5  years  the  group  would  number 
8,430,000  in  1975  and  would  compose  5.0  percent  of 
the  population;  if  they  amounted  to  1,500,000  the 
corresponding  figures  would  be  11,300,000  and  6.5 
percent.  Low  mortality  trends,  of  course,  would  in¬ 
crease  the  numbers  of  newcomers  surviving  to  1975 
and  later  years. 

C.  THE  SEX  RATIO 

Accompanying  the  slowing  up  of  population 
growth  will  be  a  continuation  of  the  decline  in  the 
sex  ratio,  that  is,  in  the  number  of  males  per  hun¬ 
dred  females.  In  the  census  years  from  1880  to  1910 
there  were  between  103.6  and  106.0  males  per  100 
females,  for  the  excess  of  males  among  babies  and 
immigrants  had  more  than  offset  the  effect  of  the 
lower  mortality  rates  of  females.  The  highest  sex 
ratio  (106.0)  is  that  of  1910,  when  the  excess  of 
males  amounted  to  nearly  2,700,000  for  the  total 
population  and  to  over  1,700,000  for  foreign-bom 
whites.  Primarily  Isecause  of  the  decrease  in  im¬ 
migration,  the  sex  ratio  declined  gradually  from 
106.0  in  1910  to  100.0  in  1944,  and  to  about  99-7  in 
1945 — ^the  first  time  in  our  history  that  it  was  below 
100.0  (see  table  30).  In  that  year  females  outnum¬ 
bered  males  by  over  200,000  in  spite  of  an  excess.of 
over  400,000  males  among  the  foreign-born  whites. 

The  outlook  for  1945-75  is  that  the  sex  ratio  will 
be  slightly  below  the  1945  figure  and  that  females 
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FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Table  29.— POPULATION  BY  COLOR  AND  NATIVITY,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1900  TO  1945,  AND  FORECASTS 

1950  TO  1975 

[Estimates  for  1946  and  forecasts  are  comparaWe  with  census  figrures  for  194  0  and  earlier  years,  no  adjustment  having  been  made  for  eensoa  under- 

enumeration  of  young  children] 


will  outnumber  males  to  a  greater  extent  than  at  the  sex  ratio  will  be  depressed  to  98.2  in  1965  and 
present.  Under  the  medium  assumptions  of  fertility  1970,  for  two  reasons.  First,  the  foreign-born  white 
and  mortality,  and  with  little  or  no  immigration,  population  will  decrease  in  numbers  and  will  be  con- 


indicated  population  changes 


Table  30. — Sex  Ratios  by  Color  and  Nativity,  for  the  United 
States,  1900  to  1945,  and  Forecasts,  1950  to  1975 

[Males  per  100  females.  Ratios  computed  without  adjustment  for  census 
undereniuneration  of  young  children] 


WHITE 

Non¬ 

white 

YEAH  ANB  ASSUMPTION 

classes 

Total 

Native 

Foreign- 

born 

CENSUS  OR  CURRENT 
ESTIMATE 

1000  _ 

104.4 

104.9 

102.8 

117.4 

101.0 

1010  .  _ 

106.0 

106.6 

102.7 

129,2 

101.3 

1920^_  . . 

104.0 

104.4 

101.7 

121.7 

100.9 

1930..  . . . - _ 

102.5 

102.9 

101.1 

116.8 

99.1 

1940 . . 

100.7 

101.2 

100.1 

111.1 

96.7 

104M 

99.7 

100.0 

99.3 

108.6 

96.5 

FORECAST 

MEDIUM  FERTnJTY, 
MEDIUM  MORTALITY 

No  Immigration 

10SO 

99.1 

99.4 
99.0 
98.6 

98.5 

98.4 

98.5 

99.0 

105.5 

96.2 

lOBR 

98.6 

98.8 

102.2 

98.0 

lOfiO 

98.3 

98.6 

98.5 

96.0 

98.2 

98.6 

94.6 

96.1 

1070 

98.2 

98,6 

90.6 

96.4 

1075 _  .  _ 

98.3 

98.7 

86.7 

96.7 

500,000  Net  Immigration 
Per  5  Years 

10.50 

99.2 

99.5 

99.1 

98.9 

98.8 

98.8 

99.0 

99.0 

106.3 

98.2 

10.55 

98.8 

98.8 

104.4 

96.0 

lOfiO 

98.6 

98.7 

102.9 

96.0 

1965  . . . . 

98.5 

98.6 

102.3 

96.1 

1070 

98.6 

98,7 

102.8 

96.4 

1975 . . 

98.7 

98.8 

105.1 

96.7 

LOW  FERTILITY, 

HIGH  MORTALITY, 

NO  IMMIGRATION  | 

10.50  ' 

99.0 

99.4 

98.8 
98.3 

97.9 
97.7 

97.5 

99.0 

105.4 

96.1 

10,5.5 

98.5 

98.6 

101.8 

95.8 

lOfiO  . 

98.0 

98.3 

97.9 

95.7 

10fi.5 

97.7 

98.1 

93.6 

95.7 

1070 

97.5 

97.9 

89.1 

95.8 

1075 

97.3 

97.8 

84.7 

96.0 

HIGH  FERTILITY 

(14,000.000  BIRTHS,  1945-50), 

LOW  MORTALITY,  ! 

NO  IBfMIGRATION 

19.50  ^ 

99.2 

99.5 

99.2 

99.0 

99.1 

99.2 
99.5 

99.1 

105.7 

96.2 

10.5.5-' 

98.8 

99.0 

102.7 

96.1 

lOfiO 

98.7 

99.0 

99,7 

96.2 

100.5 

98.8 

99.2 

96.5 

96.5 

1970 . . . 

99.0 

99.4 

93.1 

96.8 

107.5 _ _ 

99,3 

99.7 

89.7 

97.2 

HIGH  FERTILITY 

(15,000,000  BIRTHS,  1945-50), 

LOW  MORTALITY 

No  Immigration 

1950 . 

99.2 

99.5 

99.2 
99.1 
99.1 

99.3 

99.6 

99.1 

105.7 

96.2 

10.5.5 

98.9 

99.0 

102.7 

96,2 

lOfifl  , 

98.8 

99.0 

99.7 

96.3 

1965 _ _ 

98.8 

99,2 

96.5 

96.5 

1070 

99.0 

99.5 

93.1 

96,9 

197.5 

99.3 

99,8 

89.7 

97.3 

1,000,000  Net  Immigration 
Per  5  Years 

1950. 

99.3 

99.7 

99.1 

107.2 

96.2 

10.5.5  _ 

99.2 

99.5 

99.0 

106.6 

96.2 

1900 

99.2 

99,5 

99.7 

99.1 

106.7 

96.3 

IQfi.5 

99.3 

99.2 

107.5 

96.5 

1070 

99,7 

100.0 

99.5 

109.1 

96.9 

197.5 

100.1 

100.5 

99.8 

111.8 

97.3 

iThese  figures  diflTer  slightly  from  the  revised  estimates  published  in 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  “Estimated  Population  of  the  United  States,  by  Age, 
Color,  and  Sex;  1940  to  1946,”  Population — Special  Reports,  Series  P-47,  No. 
3,  April  3.  1947. 

centrated  in  the  older  ages ;  hence  the  present  excess 
of  over  400,000  males  in  this  group  will  be  changed 
to  a  deficit  of  over  180,000  by  1970.  Second,  children 
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and  youths  will  constitute  a  decreasing  proportion  of 
the  native  white  and  the  nonwhite  groups,  and  middle 
aged  and  elderly  persons  an  increasing  proportion.* 
As  shown  in  table  31,  the  sex  ratio  of  native  whites 
is  substantially  higher  at  the  younger  ages  than  at 
the  older  ages,  the  maximum  in  the  last  census 
(1940)  being  103.8  for  children  under  5  and  the 
minimum  62.0  for  persons  95  and  older.  A  different 
situation  is  found  in  the  nonwhite  population;  but, 
because  native  whites  now  outnumber  nonwhites  by 
nearly  8  to  1,  the  latter  have  correspondingly  little 
influence  on  the  composition  of  the  total  population. 
The  aging  of  the  population,  therefore,  will  in  itself 
lower  the  sex  ratio. 

After  1970  a  slight  rise  in  the  sex  ratio  will  occur 
under  the  medium  assumptions  of  fertility  and  mor¬ 
tality  (and  with  no  immigration).  By  that  time  the 
effect  of  the  heavy  immigration  of  past  decades  will 
have  been  exhausted,  and  the  tendency  of  age  changes 
to  lower  the  ratio  will  be  more  than  balanced  by  the 
larger  declines  which  are  anticipated  for  the  death 
rates  of  males  than  for  those  of  females.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  the  latter  influence  may  be  illustrated 
by  comparing  the  1940-44  situation  with  that  ex¬ 
pected  in  1970-75.  With  death  rates  of  native  white 
males  and  females  as  they  were  in  1940-44,  the 
normal  sex  ratio  of  106.0  at  birth  would  be  reduced 
to  100.0  by  about  age  50.  In  contrast,  the  projected 
death  rates  for  1970-75  would  give  a  surplus  of 
males  up  to  about  age  56. 

If  fertility  follows  the  high  trends  and  mortality 
the  low,  and  little  or  no  immigration  occurs,  the 
decrease  in  the  sex  ratio  will  be  smaller  than  that 
mentioned  above,  the  low  point  (98.7  or  98.8)  will 
be  reached  about  1960,  and  the  trend  thereafter  will 
be  slightly  upward,  to  99.3  in  1975.  In  contrast,  with 
low  fertility,  high  mortality,  and  no  immigration 
the  sex  ratio  will  decline  to  97.3  in  1975  and  to  still 
lower  figures  in  later  years. 

Extensive  immigration  will  tend  to  raise  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  males  in  the  total  population  if  the  selec¬ 
tive  factors  in  international  migration  continue  to 
operate  as  in  the  past.  Exceedingly  heavy  immigra¬ 
tion,  however,  would  be  required  in  order  to  increase 
the  sex  ratio  significantly.  Even  if  arrivals  exceeded 
departures  by  1,500,000  every  5  years,  the  sex  ratio 
of  the  entire  population  in  1975  would  be  99.6  under 
the  medium  fertility  and  mortality  assumptions, 
slightly  less  than  the  ratio  of  99.7  in  1945.  Higher 
sex  ratios  would  be  maintained  with  high  fertility 
and  low  mortality  trends,  and  1,000,000  net  arrivals 

2See  section  D  of  chapter  III  for  a  discussion  of  changres  in  age  com¬ 
position.  * 
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Table  31.  SEX  RATIOS  BY  AGE,  FOR  THE  TOTAL,  NATIVE  WHITE,  AND  NONWHITE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  1910,  1930,  AND  1945,  AND  FORECASTS  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS  OF  MEDIUM  FERTILITY 
AND  MORTALITY  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION,  1960  AND  1975 


[Males  per  100  females] 


AGE 

ALL.  CLASSES 

NATIVE  WHITE 

NONWHITE 

1910 

1930 

1945J 

1960 

1975 

1910 

1930 

1945 

1960 

1975 

1910 

1930 

1945» 

I960 

1975 

All  ages^ . 

Under  5  years^ . 

5  to  9  years.„_ . 

10  to  14  years.  . . 

15  to  19  years . . 

20  to  24  years . . 

25  to  29  years _ ! 

30  to  34  years . . 

35  to  39  years.  . . 

40  to  44  years . . i 

45  to  49  years . . 

50  to  54  years._ . 

55  to  59  years . . 

60  to  64  years.  . . 

65  to  69  years.. . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over 

106.0 

102.5 

99.7 

98.3 

98.3 

102.7 

101.1 

99.3 

98.6 

98.7 

101.3 

99.1 

96.5 

96.0 

96.7 

102.5 
101.8 
102.1 

99.8 

102.3 

107.8 

110.3 

111.2 

112.6 

113.8 

117.8 

114.6 

109.7 

105.9 

101.7 
94.0 

103.0 

102.5 
102.2 

99.4 

96.4 

97.7 
100.1 

103.3 

107.3 
10S.9 
110.1 

109.3 

107.3 
104.8 

103.5 

91.8 

104.0 

103.7 

102.8 
102.4 

95.6 

95.1 

95.8 

97.6 
98.3 

100.0 

101.8 

103.6 

101.8 

97.2 
92.5 

85.9 

104.2 
104.5 

104.3 

104.1 

103.3 

102.2 
101.7 

97.7 

93.9 

94.1 
94.6 
93.4 

91.9 

90.2 
88.0 
78. 1 

104.4 

,104.7 

104.6 
104.4 

104.2 
103.9 

103.6 

102.6 

101.3 

100.3 
95.4 

90.2 
87.9 

85.3 

80.4 
71.7 

102.9 

102.3 

102.4 
100.0 

98.1 

100.3 

102.4 

104.7 
105.6 

108.8 
112.0 

110.9 

106.9 
102.3 

99.5 

91.5 

103.5 
103.0 

102.6 

100.5 

97.6 

97.7 

98.7 

100.2 

101.5 
102.9 

104.8 

104.9 

103.6 
100.8 
100.4 

90.1 

104.5 

104.2 

103.4 

102.8 

99.0 

96.1 

97.3 

98.6 
98.9 
99.0 
98.8 

97.7 

95.4 

92.5 

88.8 

82.6 

104.9 

105.1 
104.8 
104.5 

103.7 

102.7 

102.1 

98.1 
94.9 
95.4 

95.6 
93.8 

90.7 
87.0 

82.2 
73.1 

105.0 

105.3 
105.2 
105.0 

104.7 

104.4 
104.0 

103.0 

101.7 
100.6 

95.7 
91.0 

88.7 
85.5 

79.8 
69.3 

99.3 

98.8 
100,4 

93.1 

90.8 
96.0 

104.1 

106.8 

107.3 

113.6 

128.3 
127.0 

123.2 
123.9  ! 

106.7  ' 
91.9 ; 

99.0 

98.9 

99.5 

92.2 

88.4 
91.0 
95.8 

95.5 
101.2 

109.1 

126.3 

133.1 
125.8 

117.4 

108.1 

90.6 

100.0 

100.7 

99.1 
99.3 
94.5 
86.9 

88.1 

92.2 

91.2 
97,8 

100.8 
106.9 
112.5 
108.2 
105.8 

85.1 

100.2 

101.3 

100.9 

101.2 

100.6 

98.8 
98.5 

93.2 
85.4 

86.2 

89.3 
87.1 
92.7 

94.4 
97.0 

80.9 

100.5 

101.7 

101.5 
101.4 
101.2 

100.7 

100.6 

99.7 

97.7 

97.1 

91.1 

82.8 
82.9 

84.6 

80.6 

71.2 

iSee  footnote  to  table  30. 

SRatios  computed  without  adjustment  for  the  census  underenumeration  of  young  children. 


every  5  years,  for  under  these  conditions  the  current 
decline  would  stop  at  about  99.2  between  1955  and 
1960,  and  by  1975  the  ratio  would  rise  to  about  100. 

Changes  in  the  sex  ratio  of  the  various  age  groups 
will  differ  significantly.  At  ages  under  20  the  sex 
ratio  has  been  increasing  slowly  in  recent  years  (see 
table  31),  chiefly  because  the  decline  in  the  infant 
death  rate  has  retarded  the  decrease  in  the  excess  of 
males  during  the  first  year  of  life.  This  factor  is 
exjiected  to  continue  to  operate  in  the  future,  and 
to  be  reinforced  by  the  more  rapid  decline  of  the 
death  rates  of  boy  babies  than  of  girl  babies.  As  a 
result,  from  1945  to  1975  the  projected  sex  ratio, 
according  to  the  medium  assumptions  of  fertility 
and  mortality  (and  with  no  immigration) ,  rises  from 
104.0  to  104.4  at  ages  0-4  and  from  103.7  to  104.7 
at  ages  5-9.  As  time  passes,  additional  age  groups 
will  be  affected,  which  fact  explains  part  of  the  ex¬ 
pected  increase  of  the  sex  ratio  at  ages  15-19  from 
102.4  in  1945  to  104.4  in  1975.  Because  the  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  death  rates  of  males  and  females 
are  reduced  the  most  in  the  low  mortality  assump¬ 
tions  and  the  least  in  the  high  mortality  assumptions, 
slightly  larger  increases  than  those  just  cited  in  the 
sex  ratio  at  ages  under  20  will  occur  if  the  low  mor¬ 
tality  trends  are  followed,  and  slightly  smaller  in¬ 
creases  if  the  high  trends  are  followed. 

The- larger  gains  from  1945  to  1975  in  the  sex 
ratio  at  ages  20-44  than  at  younger  ages.  Which  are 
shown  by  the  forecasts,  are  difficult  to  explain,  for 
only  a  small  part  could  result  from  the  narrowing 
of  the  difference  between  male  and  female  death 


rates.  One  cause  may  be  the  greater  difficulty  of 
enumerating  men  than  women  in  the' twenties,  for 
at  these  ages  an  important  number  of  men  are  “on 
the  move”  in  the  United  States  and  are  never  re¬ 
ported  to  enumerators.  For  this  reason  the  sex  ratios 
at  these  ages  which  are  shown  for  past  years  may 
be  slightly  too  low,  but  those  computed  for  future 
years  (based  on  the  number  of  persons  surviving 
from  younger  ages)  would  not  have  such  a  bias. 
Another  factor  may  concern  the  young  men  who 
leave  the  United  States  for  a  few  months  or  years 
because  of  business  and  other  reasons.  Their  ab¬ 
sence  lowers  the  sex  ratio  for  past  years;  no  allow¬ 
ance  for  such  absentees  has  been  made  in  the  fore¬ 
casts  in  future  years. 

The  total  population  had  an  excess  of  males  at 
ages  45-64  in  1945  chiefly  because  of  the  heavy  im¬ 
migration  before  and  after  'World  War  I.  In  1975 
these  age  groups  will  contain  a  much  smaller  num¬ 
ber  of  foreign-born  persons  and  will  have  a  sex  ratio 
which  is  several  points  lower.  Among  persons  aged 
55-59,  for  example,  the  3.6  percent  excess  of  males 
in  1945  will  change  by  1975  to  a  deficit  of  8.4  with 
low  mortality,  9.8  with  medium  mortality,  and  11.3 
with  high  mortality  (assuming  no  immigration). 
If  immigration  occurs  and  if  the  age  and  sex  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  newcomers  is  like  that  of  those  who 
arrived  during  1925-29  (shown  in  table  25) ,  these 
deficits  will  be  slightly  larger,  for  women  tend  to 
come  at  an  older  age  than  men. 

After  age  50  death  rates  are  high,  increase  greatly 
with  rising  age,  and  reduce  the  male  population 
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Table  32. — Median  Age  by  Color  and  Nativity,  for  the 
United  States,  1900  to  1945,  and  Forecasts,  1950  to  1975 

{Computed  on  the  basis  of  age  distributions  without  adjustment  for  census 
underenumeration  of  young  children] 


All 

classes 

W'HITE 

YKAB  AND  ASSUMPTION 

Total 

Native 

Foreign- 

born 

white 

CENSUS  OR  CURRENT 
ESTIMATE 

1900 . 

22.9 

24.1 

23.4 

24.5 

25.6 
26.9 
29.5 
30.3 

20.2 

38.5 

19.7 

21.1 

22.4 

23.5 

25.2 

25.3 

iQin  .  .. 

21.4 

37.2 

1920  . . . 

22.4 

40.0 

1930 . 

26.5 

23.7 

43.9 

1940  . 

26.9 

51.0 

1045^  _ 

29.7 

28.0 

54.1 

FORECAST 

MEDIUM  FERTILITY, 
MEDIUM  MOKTALITY 

No  Immigration 

1950  . 

30.5 

31.6 

32.7 
33.3 
33.5 
34.1 

31.2 

32.3 

33.4 
34.2 

34.4 
,34.8 

29.2 

57.2 

25.6 

26.2 

26.5 

27.0 

27.9 

29;l 

1955  . 

30.6 

60.3 

lor.n 

31.9 

63.0 

1965  . 

32.9 

65.6 

1970  . 

33.5 

68.0 

1  Q7r, 

34.3 

70.3 

500,000  Net  Immigralon 
Per  5  Years 

1950  . . 

30.5 

31.5 

32.5 
33.1 
33.4 
34.0 

31.1 

32.2 

33.2 
34.0 

34.2 
34.7 

29.2 

56.3 

25.6 

26.2 

26.5 

27.0 

27.9 

29.1 

1955 . 

30.6 

58.1 

I960 . : . 

31.9 

59.3 

1965 . 

32.8 

59.7 

1970  .  . 

33.3 

57.6 

107=, 

34.1 

52.0 

LOW  FERTILITY, 

HIGH  MORTAI.ITY, 

NO  IMMIGRATION 

1950  . 

.30.6 

31.0 

33.2 

34.2 
34.8 
35.6 

31.2 

32.6 
34.0 
35.1 

35.7 
36.5 

29.2 

57.2 

25  7 

1955  . 

30.9 

60.3 

26.5 
27.1 
27.9 
29.0 

30.6 

1960  . 

32.5 

63.0 

_ _ 

33.8 

65.6 

lQ7n 

34.7 

68.0 

1975 . . . 

35.8 

70.4 

HIGH  FERTILITY 

(14,000,000  BIRTHS,  1945-50), 

LOW  MORTALITY, 

NO  IMMIGRATION 

IQnD  _ 

30.5 

31.4 
32.2 

32.5 
32.5 
32.9 

31.1 

32.1 
33.0 
33.5 
33.5 
33.7 

29.1 

57.3 

25.6 

1055  .  -  . 

30.4 

60.4 

25.9 

1960  . 

31.5 

63.3 

26.0 

1965  . 

32.1 

66.0 

26.3 

1970  . 

32.4 

68.5 

27.0 

1975  . 

33.1 

70.8 

27.6 

HIGH  FERTILITY 

(15,000,000  BIRTHS,  1945-50), 

LOW  MORTALITY 

No-  Immigration 

1950 . 

30.3, 

31.2 
32.0 

32.3 

80.9 

28.9 

57.3 

25.3 

1955 . 

31.9 

30.2 

60.4 

25,7 

I960  . 

32.8 

31.3 

63.3 

25.8 

1965  . 

33.3 

31.9 

66.0 

26.0 

1970  _ 

32.2 

32.6 

33.2 

32.2 

68.5 

26.7 

107  _ 

33.4 

32.8 

70.8 

27.5 

1,000,000  Net  Immigration 
Per  5  Years 

1950  . 

30.1 

30.8 

28.9 

55.5 

25-.  3 

1955  ^  . 

31.0 

31.6 

30.1 

56.1 

25.7 

I960 . ; . 

31.7 

32.5 

31.1 

55.9 

25.8 

lOfiK  _ 

32.0 

32.9 

31.6 

52.9 

26.0 

1970 . 

32.1 

32.9 

31.8 

46.8 

26.7 

1975  . 

32.5 

33.2 

32.4 

44.7 

27.5 

much  more  rapidly  than  the  female  population.  As 
a  result  the  sex  ratio  tends  to  decrease  accordingly. 
For  example,  in  the  cohort  aged  35-39  in  1945  there 
were  97.6  males  per  100  females.  Fifteen  years  later 
(at  ages  50-54  in  1960)  the  expected  ratio  with  me¬ 


dium  mortality  (if  no  immigration  occurs)  is  94.6, 
or  only  3.0  lower.  In  contrast,  the  sex  ratio  of  the 
cohort  aged  50-54  in  1945  was  101.8,  but  when  this 
group  reaches  ages  65-69  in  1960  the  sex  ratio  is 
expected  to  be  90.2,  a  drop  of  11.6. 

D.  AGE  COMPOSITION 

Of  more  immediate  significance  than  the  fore¬ 
going  population  trends  are  the  future  changes  in 
the  age  structure  of  the  population.  As  compared  to 
many  other  countries,  the  United  States  has  long 
had  a  relatively  youthful  population  with  a  high 
fraction  of  its  inhabitants  in  the  younger  employ¬ 
able  ages.  Here  as  elsewhere,  however,  the  age  com¬ 
position  of  the  population  has  been  undergoing  modi¬ 
fication  for  many  decades,  the  proportion  in  the 
younger  age  groups  decreasing  and  the  proportion 
in  the  older  age  groups  increasing.  The  trend  toward 
an  older  population  is  shown  clearly  by  the  rise  in 
the  median  age  of  the  population,  the  central  age 
above  and  below  which  there  are  equal  numbers  of 
people.  In  1800  half  of  the  entire  population  of  the 
United  States  was  16  years  of  age  or  younger.  A 
century  later  the  median  age  had  risen  to  almost  23 
years,  and  by  1945  it  had  reached  a  new  high  of 
29.7  (see  table  32  and  fig.  6). 

(Forecasts  assume  no  migration  after  July  1,  1945) 
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Figure  6. — Median  Age  of  the  Population  of  the  United 
States,  1800  to  1945;  Forecasts,  1950  to  1975 

The  shift  toward  the  older  ages  has  been  brought 
about  primarily  in  three  ways.  By  far  the  most 
important  is  the  decline  of  nearly  70  percent  in  the 
birth  rate  which  occurred  almost  without  interrup¬ 
tion  from  1810  to  1940.  Had  the  1810  birth  rate  been 
maintained  while  death  rates  and  immigration  fol¬ 
lowed  their  actual  courses  from  1810  to  date,  not 
only  would  the  population  have  been  much  larger 
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than  it  is,  but  the  average  age  would  have  been 
much  lower.  Second,  the  falling  olf  of  immigration 
has  contributed  significantly  to  the  aging  of  the 
population  during  recent  decades.  Relatively  few 
young  adults  have  entered  the  United  States  since 
1930,  while  the  large  numbers  that  arrived  earlier 
have  been  moving  up  into  the  older  ages.  Third  in 
importance  during  recent  decades  (but  second  in 
earlier  decades)  is  the  lowering  of  the  death  rates 
of  children  and  young  adults,  which  has  enabled 
a  larger  proportion  of  the  population  to  live  past 
middle  age.  Since  these  three  factors  presumably 
will  continue  to  operate  for  some  time  to  come,  the 
outlook  is  for  a  continuation  of  the  trend  toward  an 
older  population. 

The  rate  at  which  this  process  of  aging  of  the 
population  will  go  on  depends  on  future  birth  rates, 
death  rates,  and  immigration.  The  medium  assump¬ 
tions  for  fertility  and  mortality  with  no  allowance 
for  immigration  indicate  a  median  age  of  34.1  in 
1975.  The  high  level  of  fertility  in  combination  with 
low  mortality  would  reduce  this  figure  to  32.9  years 
or  less,  whereas  the  low  level  of  fertility  with  high 
mortality  would  raise  it  to  35.6.  Immigration  of  the 
type  that  occurred  in  past  years  would  slow  up  the 
aging  process  slightly.  For  example,  the  net  arrival 
every  5  years  of  500,000  persons  having  the  age 
distribution  shown  in  table  25  would  lower  the  me¬ 
dian  age  in  1975  by  0.1  year  (from  34.1  to  34.0, 
assuming  medium  trends  of  fertility  and  mortality) . 
If  the  net  incoming  group  were  three  times  as  large 
the  median  age  in  1975  would  be  lower  by  0.3  year 
than  with  no  immigration. 

Children  tmder  5  years  of  age 

As  implied  above,  the  increase  in  the  median  age 
of  the  population  has  been  accompanied  by  a  decline 
in  the  proportion  of  the  population  in  the  younger 
age  groups  and  a  rise  in  the  proportion  in  the  older 
age  groups.  In  1850  children  Under  5  years  of  age 
constituted  15.1  percent  of  the  enumerated  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States.  This  proportion  declined 
gradually  to  12.1  percent  in  1900,  to  9.3  percent  in 
1930,  and  to  8.0  percent  in  1940  (see  table  33  and 
figure  7).  In  1945  the  number  of  children  under  5 
(nearly  13,150,000)  ®  was  larger  than  in  any  prior 
year,  but  the  group  made  up  only  9.4  percent  of  the 
population,  slightly  more  than  in  1930. 


SAllowing  for  census  underenumeration  would  increase  this  amount 
about  860,000. 


Figure  7. — Population  by  Broad  Age  Groups,  for  the  United 
States,  1870  to  1945;  Forecasts,  1950  to  1975 


(Forecasts  assume  no  migration  after  July  1,  1945) 
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Table  33.— POPULATION  BY  BROAD  AGE  GROUPS,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1900  TO  1945,  AND  FORECASTS, 

1950  TO  1975 


[Estimates  for  1945  and  forecasts  are  comparable  with  census  figures  for  1940  and  earlier  years,  no  adjustment  having  been  made  for  census  underenumeration  of 

young  children] 


POPUL.ATION  (in  thousands) 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

YEAR  AND  ASSUMPTION 

All 

agesi 

Under 

5  years 

5  to  19 
years 

20  to  44 
years 

45  to  64 
years 

65  years 
and  over 

All 

ages 

Under 

5  years 

5  to  19 
years 

20  to  44 
years 

45  to  64 
years 

65  years 
and  over 

CENSUS  OR  CURRENT 

ESTIMATE 

19002 . 

75,995 

9,171 

24,510 

28,632 

10,400 

3,080 

100.0 

12.1 

32.3 

37,8 

13.7 

4.1 

19102 . . . 

91,972 

10,631 

27,931 

35,867 

13,424 

3,950 

100.0 

11.6 

30.4 

39.1 

14.6 

4.3 

19202.._ . 

105,711 

11,573 

31,470 

40,556 

17,030 

4,933 

100.0 

n.o 

29.8 

38.4 

16.1 

4.7 

19302 . 

122,775 

131,669 

11,444 

36,165 

47,023 

21,415 

6,634 

88,964 

100.0 

9.3 

29.5 

38.3 

17.5 

5.4 

1Q40 

10,542 

34,764 

51,260 

*26,140 

100.0 

8.0 

26.4 

38.9 

19.9 

6.8 

1945« . . . 

139,621 

13,147 

33.648 

54,186 

28,530 

10,110 

100.0 

9.4 

24.1 

38.8 

20.4 

7.2 

FORECAST 

MEDIUM  FERTILITY, 

BfBDIUM  MORTALITY 

No  Immigration 

1950 _ _ 

145,460 

12,141 

35,787 

55,671 

30,666 

11,193 

100.0 

8.3 

24.6 

38.3 

2\.l 

7.7 

1955 . . . 

149,840 

11,112 

37,937 

55,642 

32,565 

12,583 

100.0 

7.4 

25.3 

37.1 

21.7 

8.4 

1960 . . 

153,375 

10,717 

38,358 

55,645 

34,676 

13,978 

100.0 

7.0 

25.0 

36.3 

22.6 

9.1 

1965 . -  . 

156,692 

10,948 

35,852 

57,867 

36,869 

15,157 

100.0 

7.0 

22.9 

36.9 

23.5 

9.7 

1970 . 

159,847 

11,235 

34,640 

68,521 

39,080 

16,370 

ItoO.O 

7.0 

21.7 

36.6 

24.4 

10.2 

1975 . .  . . 

162,337 

11,039 

34,804 

58,671 

40,178 

17,646 

100.0 

6.8 

21,4 

36.1 

24.7 

10.9 

500,000  Net  Immigration 

Per  5  Years 

1950 . . . 

145,959 

12,150 

35,910 

56,018 

30,685 

11,197 

100.0 

8.3 

24.6 

38.4 

21.0 

7.7 

1955 . 

150,911 

11,199 

10,866 

38,127 

56.390 

32,603 

12,592 

100.0 

7.4 

25.3 

37.4 

21.6 

8.3 

1960 . - . 

155,075 

38,662 

56,808 

34,746 

13,993 

100.0 

7.0 

24.9 

36.6 

22.4 

9.0 

1965 . 

159,055 

162,888 

11,137 

36,311 

59,411 

37,015 

15,181 

100.0 

7.0 

22.8 

37.4 

23.3 

9,5 

1970 . 

11,447 

35,288 

60,336 

39,411 

16,404 

100.0 

7.0 

21.7 

37.0 

24.2 

10.1 

1975 . 

166,069 

11,278 

35,682 

60,697 

40,821 

17.690 

100.0 

6.8 

21.4 

36.5 

24.6 

10.7 

LOW  FERTILITY,  HIGH  MORTALITY, 
NO  IMMIGRATION 

1950 . . . 

144,922 

11,691 

35,779 

55,660 

30,610 

11,182 

100.0 

8.1 

24.7 

38.4 

21.1 

7.7 

1955 . 

147,990 

10,029 

37,441 

65,602 

32,378 

12,539 

100.0 

6.8 

25.3 

37.6 

21.9 

8.5 

1960 . : . . . . 

149,827 

9,414 

9,364 

36,699 

55,562 

34,280 

13,871 

100.0 

6.3 

24.5 

37.1 

22.9 

9.3 

1965 . 

151.047 

32,803 

57,715 

36,220 

14,944 

100.0 

6.2 

21.7 

38.2 

24.0 

9.9 

1970 . 

151,627 

9,255 

30,384 

57,815 

38,183 

15,991 

100.0 

6.1 

20.0 

38.1 

25. 2 

10.5 

1975 . 

151,090 

8,648 

29,585 

66,746 

39,055 

17,055 

100.0 

5.7 

19.6 

37.6 

25.8 

11.3 

HIGH  FERTILITY  (14,000,000  BIRTHS, 

1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY, 

NO  IMMIGRATION 

IQ'iO 

146.087 

152,017 

12,591 

35,790 

38,420 

55,686 

'55,687 

30,721 

32,753 

11,298 

12,911 

100.0 

100.0 

8.6 

8.1 

24.5 

25.3 

38.1 

36.6 

21.0 

21.5 

7  7 

1955 . 

12,246  i 

8.5 

1960 . 

157,609 

12,110  1 

40,048 

55,731 

35,077 

14,644 

100.0 

7.7 

25.4 

35.4 

22.3 

9.8 

1965 . . . . 

163,446 

12,620  i 

39,022 

58.008 

37,533 

16,260 

100.0 

7.7 

23.9 

35.5 

23.0 

9.9 

1970 . 

169,612 

13,287 

39,119 

59,189 

40,023 

17,994 

100.0 

7.8 

23.1 

34.9 

23.6 

10.6 

1975 . 

175,750 

13,683 

40,274 

60.591 

41,365 

19,837 

100.0 

7.8 

22.9 

34.5 

23.5 

11.3 

HIGH  FERTILITY  (15,000,000  BIRTHS, 

1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY 

No  Immigration 

1950 . . . 

146,987 

13,491 

35,790 

55,686 

30,721 

11,298 

100.0 

9.2 

24.3 

37,9 

20.9 

7.7 

1955 . 

152,970 

12,246 

39,373 

55,687 

32,753 

12,911 

100.0 

8.0 

25.7 

36.4 

21.4 

8.4 

196a . 

158,559 

12,110 

40,998 

55,731 

35,077 

14,644 

100.0 

7.6 

25.9 

35.1 

22.1 

9.2 

1965 . . . 

164,434 

12,661 

39,969 

58,008 

37,633 

16,260 

100.0 

7.7 

24.3 

35.3 

22.8 

»^9.9 

1970 . . . 

170,845 

177,304 

13,534 

39,163 

60,132 

40,023 

17,994 

100.0 

7.9 

22.9 

35.2 

23.4 

10.5 

1975 . .  . . 

1,000,000  Net  Immigration 

13,993 

40,580 

61,529 

41,365 

19,837 

100.0 

7.9 

22.9 

34.7 

23.3 

11.2 

Per  5  Years 

1950 . . . 

147,986 

13,509 

36,034 

'  56.378 

30,757 

11,306 

100.0 

9.1 

24.3 

38.1 

20.8 

7.6 

1955 . . . 

155,126 

12,435 

39,752 

57,183 

32,829 

12,928 

100.0 

8.0 

25.6 

36.9 

21.2 

8.3 

1960 . 

162,011 

12,441 

41,621 

58,059 

35,216 

14,675 

100.0 

7.7 

25.7 

35.8 

21.7 

9.1 

1965 . . 

169,270 

13,089 

40,939 

61,101 

37,831 

16,310 

100.0 

7.7 

24.2 

36.1 

22.3 

9.6 

1970 . . . 

177,118 

14,025 

40,562 

63,773 

40,694 

18,065 

100.0 

7,9 

22.9 

36.0 

23.0 

10.2 

1975 _ : . . 

185,071 

14,562 

42,296 

65,609 

42,670 

19,935 

100.0 

7.9 

22.9 

35.5 

23.1 

10.8 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence 
are  not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  fiprui’es  shown  by  age  groups. 

2persons  whose  age  was  not  reported  are  included  in  the  total  for  all 
ages  but  not  in  the  age  distribution:  in  computing  the  percent  distribution 


by  age  they  were  excluded  from  the  total. 

3Ad justed  for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
^See  footnote  to  table  30. 
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Under  the  medium  assumptions  of  fertility  and 
mortality  (and  with  no  immigration)  children  un¬ 
der  5  would  increase  in  numbers  from  1945  to  1947, 
decrease  from  1947  to  1955,  and  then  be  almost  sta¬ 
tionary  fi^om  1955  to  1975  —  slightly  above  or 
below  11,000,000.  As  a  proportion  of  the  total  popu¬ 
lation  they  would  decline  from  9.4  percent  in  1945 
to  7.4  percent  in  1955,  and  to  6.8  percent  in  1975  (see 
figure  8) .  For  white  children  the  decreases  would  be 
slightly  larger;  for  nonwhite  children  there  would 
be  little  change  in  absolute  numbers  and  slightly 
smaller  decreases  in  percentages.  The  net  immigra¬ 
tion  of  500,000  persons  each  five  years  would  in¬ 
crease  the  number  of  children  by  amounts  varying 
from  9,000  in  1950  to  239,000  in  1975,  but  would 
not  change  appreciably  their  relative  importance  in 
the  population. 

With  hig:h  fertility  (15,000,000  births  during  1945- 
50),  low  mortality,  and  the  net  immigration  of 
1,000,000  persons  per  5  years,  the  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  under  5  would  rise  to  about  1949,  decline  until 
about  1957,  but  then  rise  to  a  new  high  of  nearly 
14,560,000  by  1975.  With  low  fertility  and  high  mor¬ 
tality,  however,  this  group  would  fall  more  than 
one-third  both  in  absolute  numbers  and  on  a  rela¬ 
tive  basis  between  1947  and  1975. 

Children  and  youths  aged  5  to  19 

The  maximum  number  of  persons  in  the  group 
aged  5-19  prior  to  World  War  II  was  somewhat 
over  36,200,000  in  1932;  by  1945  the  number  had 
decreased  to  about  33,650,000  (see  table  33  and 
fig.  7) .  In  proportion  to  the  total  population  the  high¬ 
est  figure  on  record  (approximately  40  percent)  was 
attained  in  the  early  1800's,  after  which  there  was 
a  decline  to  24  percent  in  1945.  The  chief  explana¬ 
tion,  of  course,  is  the  drop  in  fertility  rates. 

Because  of  the  rise  in  the  annual  number  of  births 
from  1933  to  1946  the  number  of  children  and  youths 
aged  5-19  will  increase  from  1945  to  1955  or  later. 
With  medium  fertility  and  mortality  trends  (and  no 
immigration)  there  would  be  a  rise  to  over  38,350,- 
000  in  1960 — more  than  2,000,000  above  the  prewar 
record.  At  about  that  time,  however,  a  decline  would 
begin  which  would  reduce  the  group  to  fewer  than 
35,000,000  by  1970,  or  approximately  to  its  size  in 
1940.  Net  immigration  of  500,000  per  5  years  would 
make  the  increase  from  1945  to  1960  larger  by  over 
300,000  and  the  decline  to  1970  smaller  by  about  the 
same  amount.  With  high  fertility  (15,000,000  births, 
1945-50),  low  mortality,  and  the  net  arrival  of 
1,000,000  persons,  the  5-19  age  group  would  increase 
fairly  steadily  to  about  42,300,000  in  1975,  nearly 


9,000,000  more  than  in  1945,  but  fewer  than  would 
be  expected  in  later  years.  In  contrast,  low  fertility, 
high  mortality,  and  no  immigration  would  bring 
about  a  decrease  in  the  group  soon  after  1955,  and 
by  1975  it  would  contain  fewer  than  80,000,000 
people. 

On  a  relative  basis  the  age  group  5-19  will  decline 
with  any  of  the  fertility,  mortality,  and  immigration 
trends  which  are  expected.  By  1975  the  group  prob¬ 
ably  will  include  between  19  and  23  percent  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  24  percent  in  1945. 

The  working  ages  —  20  to  64 

Changes  from  1945  to  1975  in  the  number  of  per¬ 
sons  in  the  working  ages  (20-64)  will  depend 
primarily  on  changes  in  mortality  and  in  immigra¬ 
tion,  for  the  great  majority  of  these  persons  are  now 
living.  The  group  has  grown  rapidly  in  the  past  and 
will  continue  to  grow  in  the  future,  though  at  a 
slower  pace.  It  included  over  39,000,000  people  in 
1900  and  nearly  83,000,000 — more  than  twice  as 
many — in  1945  (see  table  33  and  fig.  7) .  If  there  is 
no  immigration  between  1945  and  1975  the  group  will 
contain  between  96,000,000  and  108,000,000  persons 
(depending  on  mortality  rates),  a  gain  of  between 
13,000,000  and  20,000,000,  or  of  16  to  24  percent. 
The  net  immigration  of  500,000  foreigners  each  5 
years  from  1945  to  1975  would  add  about  2,700,000 
to  the  number  of  persons  aged  20-64  in  1975  (as¬ 
suming  medium  trends  of  fertility  and  mortality), 
if  the  immigrants  have  the  same  age  distribution  as 
those  of  1925-29. 

The  major  share  of  the  increase  during  the  next 
30  years  in  the  number  of  persons  aged  20-64  will 
occur  among  those  over  45  rather  than  under.  In 
the  absence  of  immigration  the  45-64  portion  prob¬ 
ably  will  outgain  its  younger  rivals  by  almost  2  to  1 
or  better,  the  increases  with  the  low  mortality,  high 
fertility  trend  (15,000,000  births,  1945-50)  being 
nearly  7,500,000  and  13,000,000,  respectively,  and 
those  with  the  high  mortality,  low  fertility  trend  be¬ 
ing  approximately  2,500,000  and  10,500,000.  The  net 
arrival  of  500,000  foreigners  each  5  years  would 
narrow  the  differential  somewhat ;  with  medium  fer¬ 
tility  and  mortality  a  movement  about  5  times  as 
large  would  be  necessary  to  keep  the  gains  equal. 

On  a  proportional  basis  the  20-44  age  group  prob¬ 
ably  will  become  somewhat  smaller  in  the  future, 
containing  between  34  and  38  percent  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  in  1975  as  compared  with  38.8  percent  in  1945. 
The  45-64  age  group,  in  contrast,  is  almost  certain  to 
include  a  larger  proportion  of  the  future  population 
— probably  23  to  26  percent  in  1975  as  compared 
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with  20.4  percent  in  1945.  Low  fertility,  high  mor¬ 
tality,  and  much  immigration  would  help  to  main¬ 
tain  the  relative  status  quo  of  the  younger  adults 
during  the  next  30  years;  the  opposite  conditions 
would  help  maintain  that  of  the  older  adults. 

The  elders  —  aged  65  and  over 

The  number  of  persons  65  and  older  has  risen 
steadily  in  the  past,  being  approximately  1,150,000 
in  1870,  slightly  over  3  million  in  1900,  and  over  10 
million  in  1945  (see  table  33  and  fig.  7).  The  trend 
from  1945  to  1975  will  depend  entirely  on  the  course 
of  mortality  and  immigration  during  these  years. 
On  the  assumptions  of  medium  mortality  and  no  im¬ 
migration  the  number  of  elders  may  be  expected  to 
exceed  17,600,000  in  1975.  The  low  mortality  as¬ 
sumptions  raise  the  forecast  for  1975  to  almost  20 
million,  and  the  high  mortality  assumptions  lower  it 
to  a  scant  17  million. 
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The  proportion  of  the  population  aged  65  and  over 
has  not  risen  as  rapidly  as  the  number  of  persons  in 
the  group ;  nevertheless  its  rate  of  increase  has  been 
high.  The  1945  proportion  (7.2  percent)  is  more 
than  twice  that  of  1880  and  li/s  times  that  of  as 
recent  a  year  as  1930.  A  substantial  rise  in  future 
years  is  indicated  by  the  forecasts,  the  1975  per¬ 
centage  being  10.9  for  the  medium  fertility,  medium 
mortality  assumptions  and  about  11.3  both  for  the 
low  fertility,  high  mortality  assumptions,  and  for  the 
high  fertility,  low  mortality  assumptions  (in  each 
case  without  immigration) .  (See  fig.  8.)  The  arrival 
during  the  next  30  years  of  many  immigrants  of  the 
usual  ages  would  add  relatively  few  persons  to  the 
age  group  65  and  over  in  1975,  but  by  increasing  the 
numbers  in  younger  groups  would  tend  to  lower  the 
proportion  of  elders  in  the  population. 
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MEDIUM  FERTILITY 
MEDIUM  MORTALITY 
NO  IMMIGRATION 
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LOW  FERTILITY 
HIGH  mortality 
NO  IMMIGRATION 
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NO  IMMIGRATION 
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CHAPTER  IV 


IMPLICATIONS  OF  THE  EXPECTED  TRENDS  IN 
POPULATION  GROWTH  AND  COMPOSITION 


The  changes  in  the  growth  and  composition  of  the 
population  which  are  to  be  anticipated  in  the  United 
States  before  1975  have  been  described  in  some 
detail  in  the  preceding  chapter.  The  three  most  im¬ 
portant  may  be  summarized  briefly  as  (a)  a  de¬ 
crease  in  the  amount  and  rate  of  population  growth, 
and  perhaps  eventually  a  stationary  or  diminishing 
population,  (b)  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
persons  in  the  older  age  groups,  and  (c)  either  a 
small  increase  or  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  youths,  but  with  erratic  fluctuations  at 
certain  ages.  These  changes  will  have  numerous  and 
varied  effects  on  our  economic,  social,  and  political 
life.  WHiether  they  will  tend  to  raise  or  lower  the 
opei’ating  efflciency  of  our  Nation  is  likely  to  depend 
in  important  degree  on  how  well  they  are  under¬ 
stood  by  leaders  in  private  and  public  undei'takings, 
and  on  how  carefully  they  are  taken  into  account  in 
making  plans  for  the  future.  In  the  past  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  rapid  growth  was  unthinkingly  taken  for 
granted.  During  recent  years  there  has  developed 
an  interest  in  knowing  more  about  the  conditions 
influencing  and  influenced  by  population  growth  and 
composition — an  interest  which  augurs  well  for  the 
future. 

It  is  not  possible  here  to  list  all  the  important 
ways  in  which  the  expected  demographic  develop¬ 
ments  will  influence  events  in  the  United  States,  to 
say  nothing  of  describing  their  consequences  accu¬ 
rately.  If  several  nations  had  already  undergone 
population  changes  like  those  expected  here,  if  at 
the  same  time  other  conditions  had  resembled  those 
expected  here,  and  if  the  effects  of  the  population 
changes  in  these  other  countries  had  been  similar 
in  each  case,  it  would  be  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  effects  in  the  United  States  would  follow  much 
the  same  pattern.  Unfortunately  for  the  present 
discussion,  there  is  no  such  experience  to  draw  on, 
since  no  nation  with  other  characteristics  like  ours 
has  undergone  similar  demographic  developments  in 
the  past.  Instead,  reliance  must  be  placed  on  induc¬ 
tive  reasoning  based  on  the  facts  and  relationships 
which  are  known.  Most  informed  people  who  at¬ 
tempt  such  an  analysis  will  come  to  similar  conclu¬ 
sions  as  to  several  important  effects  that  certain 
past  population  events  will  have  during  the  next 


few  years.  These  can  be  discussed  with  assurance 
and  will  be  considered  first.  Attention  will  be  given 
afterward  to  some  of  the  less  tangible  effects  of 
demographic  changes,  about  which  opinions  will 
differ  more  widely.  Because  of  their  broad  im¬ 
plications  they  need  careful  consideration  well  in 
advance  of  their  occurrence  by  persons  responsible 
for  policy-making  in  industry,  government,  and 
other  walks  of  life. 

A.  THE  EFFECT  OF  PAST  CHANGES  IN  THE 
NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS 

On  school  enrollment’^ 

One  of  the  most  obvious  illustrations  of  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  population  trends  on  other  matters  is  the 
effect  on  the  educational  system  of  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  annual  number  of 
births  during  the  last  20  years.  The  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  between  the  ages  of  5%  and  6%  years  (the 
year  of  age  during  which  a  large  majority  of  chil¬ 
dren  enter  the  first  grade)  was  only  about  2,100,000 
in  September,  1939,  and  was  smaller  than  in  any 
other  recent  September  because  the  number  of  births 
in  1933  was  smaller  than  in  any  year  since  1905  or 
thereabouts.  By  September,  1946,  the  prospective 
number  of  new  first  graders  had  increased  to  about 
2,400,000  (nearly  15  percent  over  the  1939  figure) 
because  of  the  rise  in  the  number  of  births  from 
1933  to  1940.  Each  autumn  from  1947  to  1949  will 
see  additional  increases  in  the  number  of  children 
ready  to  enter  grammar  school.  In  1949  the  group 
will  be  560,000  larger  in  absolute  numbers  than  it 
was  in  1946  and  nearly  25  percent  larger  on  a  rela¬ 
tive  basis.  In  September,  1950  and  1951,  there  prob¬ 
ably  will  be  somewhat  fewer  prospective  entrants 
for  the  first  grade  than  in  1949,  but  in  1952  the 
group  will  reach  the  record-breaking  number  of 
nearly  3,300,000.  This  number  is  more  than  500,000 

^The  numbers  of  persons  referred  to  in  this  discussion  are  estimated  from 
births  in  the  United  States,  hence  they  exclude  the  foreign  bom.  In  1940 
foreign-born  persons  amounted  to  only  0.6  percent  of  all  persons  under  20 
years  of  age  and  to  only  0.6  percent  of  the  persons  of  these  ages  who 
were  attending  school. 
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above  that  for  1951  and  nearly  900,000  above  that 
for  1946,  and  represents  a  relative  increase  of  over 
36  percent  in  only  6  years  (see  table  34) . 


Table  34. — Estimated  Number  of  Native-Born  Persons  of 
Specified  Ages  in  the  United  States,  September  1,  1940 
TO  1946,  AND  Forecasts,  1947  to  1964 


[Estimated  from  births  in  the  United  StatesJ 


YEAH 

5H  to  6H 
years 

11%  to  12% 
years 

14%  to  15% 
years 

17%  to  18% 
years 

1940 . 

2,194,000 

2,382,000 

2,529,000 

2,476,000 

1941 _ 

2,181,000 

2,306.000 

2,478,000 

2,507,000 

1942 . 

2,171,000 

2,351,000 

2,458,000 

2,571,000 

1943 . 

2,231,000 

2,246,000 

2,375,000 

2,517,000 

1944 . 

2,335,000 

2,203,000 

2,298,000 

2,467,000 

1945 _ 

2,312,000 

2,095,000 

2,343,000 

2,447,000 

1946 . 

2,407,000 

2,182,000 

2,239,000 

2,364,000 

1947 . 

2,551,000 

2,169,000 

2,196,000 

2,288,000 

1948 . 

2,843,000 

2,160,000 

2,089,000 

2,333,000 

1949 . 

2,963,000 

2,220,000 

2,175,000 

2.230,000 

1950 . 

2,817,000 

2,323,000 

2,163,000 

2,187,000 

1951 . 

2,755,000 

2,300,000 

2,153,000  1 

2,080,000 

1952 . 

3,291,000 

2,395,000 

2,213,000 

2,166,000 

2,538,000 

2,317,000 

2,154,000 

1954 . 

2,829,000 

2,294,000 

2,145io00 

1955 

2,949,000 

2,389,000 

2 , 205 , 000 

1956  . 

2,804,000 

2,532,000 

2 , 308 , 000 

19.57 

2,743,000 

2,822,000 

2 , 285 , 000 

1958 . 

3,276,000 

2,942,000 

2,381 ,000 

1959.._ . 

2,797,000 

2,523,000 

1960 . 

2,736,000 

2,813,000 

1961 . 

3,268,000 

2,932,000 

1962 . 

2,788,000 

1963 . 

2,728,000 

1964  ... 

3,259,000 

Since  a  large  majority  of  youngsters  spend  only 
one  year  in  a  grade  and  most  of  those  who  fail  to 
be  promoted  do  so  only  once,  the  above-mentioned 
changes  in  the  number  of  children  of  first-grade  age 
will  cause  changes  in  those  of  the  age  for  higher 
grades  an  appropriate  number  of  years  later.  Thus, 
the  prospective  number  of  new  fourth  graders  will 
be  higher  than  that  of  the  preceding  year  in  each 
September  from  1949  to  1952,  will  decline  slightly 
in  1953  and  1954,  and  will  jump  to  a  new  high  in 
1955.  There  will  be  about  3,280,000  in  this  group  in 
1955  compared  with  about  2,225,000  in  1946.  Young¬ 
sters  who  are  eleven  and  two-thirds  to  twelve  and 
two-thirds  years  old  (the  common  age  for  entering 
the  seventh  grade,  or  the  first  year  of  junior  high 
school)  will  be  increasingly  numerous  in  each  au¬ 
tumn  from  1948  until  1955,  and  will  exceed  the  pre¬ 
vious  record  in  1958  or  thereabouts.  For  this  age 
group  the  gain  from  1946  to  1958  will  be  nearly 
1,100,000,  or  over  50  percent! 

Variations  in  school  enrollment  at  higher  grades 
have  been  affected  by  changes  in  the  proportion  of 
youths  attending  school  as  well  as  by  changes  in 
their  numbers;  both  should  have  an  influence  in  the 
future.  Because  of  past  fluctuations  in  births,  the 
number  of  boys  and  girls  of  the  common  age  for 


entering  the  tenth  grade,  or  the  first  year  of  senior 
high  school  (14%  to  15%),  decreased  from  about 
2,530,000  in  September,  1940,  to  about  2,240,000  in 
1946,  and  will  continue  downward  to  about  2,090,- 
000  in  1948.  During  the  13  years  thereafter,  how¬ 
ever,  the  trend  will  be  reversed,  so  that  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1961,  there  will  be  nearly  3,270,000  in  the  group 
if  death  rates  decline  somewhat,  as  is  expected.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  almost  1,200,000,  or  over 
55  percent.  If  in  addition  to  this  increase  in  popula¬ 
tion  there  is  a  continuation  of  the  past  upward  trend 
in  the  proportion  of  youngsters  entering  senior  high 
school,  faculty  and  facilities  will  need  to  be  ex¬ 
panded  on  a  still  larger  scale. 

College  enrollment  has  depended  in  important  de¬ 
gree  on  changes  in  the  proportion  of  youths  going 
to  college;  nevertheless,  changes  in  the  number  of 
youths  of  college  age  should  not  be  ignored.  The 
present  record  enrollments  of  colleges,  due  to  the 
war  and  particularly  to  the  veterans’  education  pro¬ 
gram,  may  begin  to  decrease  in  1950  (or  there¬ 
abouts)  as  the  effect  of  these  factors  diminishes. 
Shortly  afterward  (in  1951)  the  number  of  persons 
of  usual  college  entrance  age  (17%  to  18%)  will 
commence  an  increase  which  (barring  another  war 
or  other  catastrophe)  will  last  until  1964,  amount 
to  nearly  1,200,000,  and  enlarge  the  group  by  nearly 
57  percent. 

It  is  clear  that  the  demographic  changes  outlined 
above  will  create  serious  problems  for  school  ad¬ 
ministrators,  particularly  for  those  responsible  for 
the  lower  primary  grades.  How  can  they  obtain  the 
additional  teachers  and  classroom  space  which  will 
be  needed?  Should  temporary  quarters  be  rented, 
present  buildings  enlarged,  or  new  buildings 
erected?  For  the  faculty  of  teacher  training  institu¬ 
tions  the  immediate  question  is  whether  to  encour¬ 
age  a  larger  than  average  proportion  of  the  students 
who  will  graduate  in  1948  to  1955  (the  freshmen 
beginning  a  4-year  course  up  to  1951)  to  prepare 
for  teaching  in  the  lower  elementary  grades.  Later 
on,  should  more  than  the  normal  percentage  of  those 
graduating  be  encouraged  to  prepare  for  high  school 
teaching?  Answers  to  such  questions  could  be  given 
with  more  assurance  if  changes  in  human  fertility 
after  1946  could  be  anticipated  accurately.  If  the 
number  of  births  were  to  remain  at  the  high  level 
of  the  5  years  1942-46,  first  grade  enrollment  would 
remain  at  the  high  level  of  1948-52,  seventh  grade 
enrollment  at  the  high  level  of  1954-58,  etc.  For  rea¬ 
sons  brought  out  in  the  discussion  of  fertility  trends 
(chapter  II,  section  B),  however,  it  seems  much 
more  likely  that  the  number  of  births  will  begin  a 
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short-time  but  substantial  decline  sometime  in  1947 
or  1948,  and  during  1950-55  will  average  10  to  30 
percent  below  the  1942-46  plateau.  Plans  for  a  25 
percent  increase  from  1946  to  1949  in  the  number  of 
children  of  first-grade  age  must  be  made  rather 
soon,  before  there  will  be  much  information  as  to 
whether  this  large  gain  will  be  temporary  or  pro¬ 
longed.  Before  1954,  when  the  high  fertility  of 
1942-46  begins  to  affect  junior  high  school  enroll¬ 
ment,  boards  of  education  and  school  superintend¬ 
ents  will  know  the  changes  in  births  from  1946  to 
1953,  and  whether  they  need  to  plan  for  a  short  or 
long-time  expansion. 

The  foregoing  discussion  is  from  a  Nation-wide 
point  of  view.  Because  the  increase  in  births  from 
1933  to  1941  was  not  distributed  evenly  over  the 
Nation,  the  rise  in  the  number  of  locally  born  6-year 
olds  from  1939  to  1947  has  been  larger  in  some  school 
districts  than  in  others.  Furthermore,  internal  migra¬ 
tion  has  caused  a  net  movement  of  children  into  some 
areas  with  a  large  increase  in  births  but  a  net  move¬ 
ment  of  children  out  of  some  areas  with  a  small  in¬ 
crease  in  births.  Changes  in  the  geographic  distribu¬ 
tion  of  population  within  the  United  States  are  out¬ 
side  the  scope  of  this  report,  but  obviously  they  are  of 
more  immediate  importance  to  local  school  admini¬ 
strators  than  are  trends  in  over-all  national  growth. 

On  the  number  of  persons  entering  the  labor  market 

A  recent  study  by  Durand^  shows  that  18  was  the 
average  age  at  which  men  joined  the  labor  force 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  1930’s  and  that  approx¬ 
imately  70  percent  did  so  between  their  sixteenth 
and  twentieth  birthdays.  For  many  youths  entrance 
before  attaining  age  18  means  part-time  participa¬ 
tion  before  schooling  is  completed;  hence  the  cor¬ 
responding  ages  for  full  participation  would  be 
somewhat  older.  Less  is  known  about  the  age  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  women  joining  the  labor  force  for 
the  first  time  in  any  year,  but  in  peacetime  it  prob¬ 
ably  does  not  differ  greatly  from  that  of  men.  From 
1942  to  1945  the  war  obscured  the  influence  of  demo¬ 
graphic  factors  on  the  number  of  persons  entering 
the  civilian  labor  force  and  on  the  age  of  those  enter¬ 
ing,  for  many  women  (especially  among  those  25  to 
50)  took  jobs  for  the  first  time  who  would  never  have 
done  so  if  no  war  had  occurred,  and  large  numbers 
of  men  who  would  normally  have  joined  the  civilian 
labor  force  became  members  of  the  armed  forces. 


^Durand,  John  D.,  The  Labor  Force  in  the  United  States,  1890  to  1960  (to 
be  published  in  1948  under  the  auspices  of  the  Scripps  Foundation  for  Re¬ 
search  in  Population  Problems). 
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From  1945  to  1947  demobilization  obscured  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  demographic  factors  on  the  propensity 
of  persons  to  enter  the  civilian  labor  market  for  the 
first  time  and  on  certain  of  the  characteristics  pf  the 
entrants,  for  it  increased  their  number  greatly  and 
raised  their  average  age  by  a  few  years.  The  veterans' 
education  program  will  prolong  these  influences  un¬ 
til  1949  or  later;  nevertheless,  the  effect  of  popula¬ 
tion  changes  should  not  be  ignored. 

Because  of  past  changes  in  the  number  of  births, 
the  number  of  youths  of  the  normal  age  for  enter¬ 
ing  the  civilian  labor  force  began  to  decrease  in 
about  1940  and  will  reach  a  low  point  in  about  1961. 
If  the  number  of  veterans  who  are  re-entering  after 
completing  their  education  or  training  program  also 
decreases  after  1949  or  1950,  as  is  possible,  the  total 
number  of  youths  and  young  adults  becoming  avail¬ 
able  for  employment  will  decline  at  a  relatively 
rapid  rate  for  a  year  or  two.  From  1951  to  1958, 
however,  the  demographic  factor  will  work  in  the 
opposite  direction.  During  this  time  there  should 
be  a  gradual  increase  (totaling  nearly  300,000,  or 
14  percent)  in  the  number  of  youngsters  seeking 
employment  for  the  first  time,  and  between  1958 
and  1964  a  sharp  increase  (totaling  over  800,000, 
or  nearly  37  percent) .  What  will  happen  thereafter 
depends  primarily  on  the  number  of  births  in  1947 
and  later  years,  and  in  minor  degree  on  the  amount 
of  immigration. 

Changes  from  year  to  year  in  the  number  of 
youths  entering  the  labor  market  are  not  merely  of 
esoteric  interest  but  are  of  practical  importance. 
These  young  men  and  women  are  the  beginners  in 
the  occupational  field;  in  general  they  start  at  the 
low  paid  jobs  from  which  they  are  commonly  pro¬ 
moted  as  they  are  trained  and  gain  experience.  Some 
industries  depend  on  such  beginners  more  than  oth¬ 
ers,  especially  in  certain  departments.  These  will 
need  to  plan  for  substitutes  during  1951-54  while 
the  supply  is  short;  later  on,  when  the  number  is 
rising,  they  can  rely  in  increasing  degree  on  such 
workers  and  can  raise  their  standards  for  selection. 
In-service  training  and  apprentice  programs  will  be 
affected  similarly.  It  is  probable  that  they  should  be 
expanded  in  the  near  future  to  protect  against  the 
expected  small  size  of  the  potential  supply  of  new 
workers  during  the  early  1950’s. 

On  the  number  of  marriages 

Another  important  event  in  the  lives  of  most  peo¬ 
ple  —  marriage  —  also  will  vary  in  numbers  during 
future  years  because  of  past  changes  in  the  number 
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of  births.  Men  commonly  marry  for  the  first  time  at 
ages  20-25  and  women  at  ages  18-23.  One  of  the  rea¬ 
sons  for  the  record-breaking  number  of  marriages 
in  the  United  States  during  1940-46  is  that  there 
were  more  men  aged  20-25  and  women  aged  18-23 
in  these  years  than  at  any  time  previously.  Unless 
there  is  a  large  amount  of  immigration  during  the 
next  10  years,  the  number  of  men  and  women  in 
these  age  groups  will  continue  the  decline  already 
begun  and  by  1956  will  be  about  12  percent  below 
the  1947  figure.  The  number  of  first  marriages  will 
tend  to  be  depressed  in  similar  degree  —  a  change 
which  will  in  turn  reduce  the  potential  demand  for 
engagement  rings,  wedding  presents,  household  fur¬ 
niture,  and  other  things  related  to  marriages.  After 
1956  there  should  be  another  increase  of  population 
at  the  ages  with  high  marriage  rates,  and  the  group 
should  set  a  new  record  in  1966  or  thereabouts,  more 
than  30  percent  above  the  expected  low  of  1956 
and  more  than  14  percent  above  the  1947  figure. 
There  should  be  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
number  of  marriages  during  these  years,  which 
should  tend  to  expand  substantially  the  volume  of 
business  of  concerns  supplying  goods  and  services 
used  by  newly  married  couples. 

Although  the  number  of  marriages  will  vary  be¬ 
cause  of  these  population  changes,  it  will  be  in¬ 
fluenced  by  other  factors  in  impoi-tant  degree.  It 
probably  will  not  vary  as  closely  with  population 
changes  as  will  school  enrollment,  and  perhaps  not 
as  closely  as  the  number  of  persons  first  entering 
the  labor  market.  Evidence  is  available  to  show  that 
variations  in  business  conditions  from  ye*ar  to  year 
are  an  important  cause  of  fluctuations  in  the  mar¬ 
riage  rate,  prosperity  encouraging  marriage  and  de¬ 
pression  discouraging  it.  In  addition,  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  divorces  tends  to  cause  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  marriages  because  a  high  propor¬ 
tion  of  divorced  persons  remarry.  Nevertheless, 
changes  in  the  number  of  persons  aged  18  to  25 
should  continue  to  be  the  chief  factor  determining 
the  trend  line  around  which  the  number  of  mar¬ 
riages  fluctuates  year  by  year. 

The  past  changes  in  the  number  of  births  may 
have  some  effect  in  the  future  on  the  tendency  to 
marry  and  on  the  age  difference  between  husband 
and  wife.  Because  of  the  decrease  in  births  from  1924 
to  1933  and  the  increase  from  1933  to  1946  the  ratio 
of  men  aged  20-25  to  women  aged  18-23  will  be 
relatively  high  from  1947  to  1952  and  relatively  low 
from  1957  to  1968  or  later.  In  consequence,  from 
1947  until  1952  single  men  20-25  will  have  a  rela¬ 
tively  large  number  of  single  women  18-23  from 


whom  to  choose  a  bride.  This  may  tend  to  raise  the 
proportion  of  the  former  who  marry,  or  lower  the 
proportion  of  the  latter  who  do  so.  From  1957  to 
1968  these  tendencies  will  be  reversed.  Such  changes 
in  the  propensity  to  marry  may  be  offset  by  changes 
in  the  proportion  of  bachelors  selecting  a  bride  2  to 
4  years  younger  as  compared  with  one  of  some  other 
age,  but  probably  will  not  be  completely  offset  be¬ 
cause  such  a  social  custom  tends  to  be  stable.^ 

At  ages  beyond  40  the  opportunities  for  spin¬ 
sters  and  widows  to  marry  probably  will  become  less 
favorable  in  the  future,  and  those  for  bachelors  and 
widowers  more  favorable.  For  reasons  explained  in 
chapter  III,  section  C,  the  sex  ratio  at  ages  40-49 
is  expected  to  decline  from  1945  to  1960  and  the 
ratio  at  ages  50  and  over  to  decline  from  1945  to 
1970  or  1975.  As  women  come  to  outnumber  men 
at  these  ages  instead  of  being  outnumbered  by  them, 
the  likelihood  of  finding  a  spouse  will  be  affected 
accordingly. 

On  the  number  of  families  and  the  housing  situation 

The  expected  changes  in  the  number  of  persons 
joining  the  labor  force  and  in  the  number  of  mar¬ 
riages  will  have  an  impact  on  the  demand  for  hous¬ 
ing,  for  it  is  at  the  time  of  these  events  in  particu¬ 
lar  that  the  younger  generation  leaves  the  parental 
roof  and  establishes  families  in  its  tum.^  Because 
buildings  are  relatively  permanent  the  number  of 
new  families  is  not  the  demographic  factor  of  pri¬ 
mary  importance  in  the  housing  situation,  but 
rather  the  net  change  in  the  number  of  families 
(the  new  families  minus  those  disbanded).  The 
number  of  persons  of  the  age  to  form  new  families 
in  a  given  year  depends  primarily  on  the  annual 
number  of  births  18  to  25  years  earlier,  but  the 
number  of  persons  of  the  age  at  which  established 
families  come  to  an  end  depends  primarily  on  the 
number  of  births  many  years  earlier. 

Although  fertility  rates  were  much  lower  18-25 
years  ago  than  58-65  years  ago,  the  number  of 


sin  the  married  population  of  the  United  States  the  difference  between 
the  median  age  of  husbands  and  wives  was  5.1  years  in  1890  and  declined 
gradually  to  4.1  years  in  1940.  See  Adams,  Stuart  N.,  “Trends  in  Age  at 
Marriage,”  The  Ohio  Valley  Soeiologiat,  vol.  XVII,  No.  3,  February,  1947, 
p.  3. 

"*The  term  “family”  as  used  here  is  defined  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
1940  census.  A  (private)  family  comprises  a  family  head  and  all  other 
persons  in  the  home  who  are  related  to  the  head  by  blood,  marriage,  or 
adoption,  and  who  live  together  and  share  common  housekeeping  arrange¬ 
ments.  A  person  living  alone  or  without  other  related  family  members  is 
counted  as  a  one-person  family.  Institutions,  hotels,  large  rooming  houses, 
and  other  “quasi-households”  are  not  considered  to  be  families.  See  Bureau 
of  the  Census,  “Estimates  of  Number  of  Families  in  the  United  States: 
1940  to  1960,”  Population — Special  Reports,  Series  P-46,  No.  4,  June  1, 1946. 
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births  was  much  larger  during  the  more  recent  pe¬ 
riod  because  the  number  of  women  of  childbearing 
age  had  more  than  doubled  from  1882-89  to  1922-29. 
The  difference  between  the  number  of  persons  aged 
18-25  and  the  number  aged  58-65  in  1947  is  still 
larger  than  the  difference  in  births,  because  of  the 
higher  mortality  rates  of  the  older  people  at  each 
age  of  life  and  the  longer  time  for  death  to  take 
its  toll.  In  consequence,  even  though  demographic 
developments  may  reduce  the  potential  number  of 
newly  established  families  during  the  next  few 
years,  this  group  will  outnumber  those  broken  by 
death  or  other  causes  for  several  decades  to  come. 
From  1947  to  1955  population  changes  are  expected 
to  cause  a  downward  trend  in  the  number  of  new 
families,  but  an  increase  from  39,100,000  to  about 
42,900,000  in  the  total  number  of  families  (about 
(10  percent).  (See  table  35.)  From  1955  to  1967.or 
later,  they  should  cause  an  upward  trend  in  the 
number  of  families  formed  annually,  reversing  the 
situation  during  the  preceding  decade.  In  conse¬ 
quence,  the  total  number  of  families  may  rise  at  a 
higher  rate  during  that  period. 


Table  35. — Estimated  Number  of  Families  ix  the  United 
States,  July  1,  1940  to  1945,  and  Forecasts,  1946  to  1960 


MEDIl^I 

ESTIMATE 

YEAR 

Number  of 
families 

Increase  since 
preceding 
year 

High 

estimate 

Low 

estimate 

1940 . 

35,125,000 

35,850,000 

35,125,000 

35,875,000 

35,125,000 

35,825,000 

1941 . 

725,000 

1942. . . . 

36,450,000 

600,000 

36,600,000 

36,400,000 

194.3 . 

36,875,000 

425,000 

37,200,000 

36,750,000 

1944 . . 

37,100,000 

.225,000 

37,500,000 

36,875,000 

194.5 . . . 

37,500,000 

400,000 

37,975,000 

37,150,000 

1946 . 

38,175,000 

675,000 

38,775,000 

37,650,000 

1947 . 

39,100,000 

925,000 

39,825,000 

38,325,000 

1948 . 

.  40,025,000 

925,000 

40,675,000 

39,050,000 

1949 . . . . . 

40,525,000 

500,000 

41,225,000 

39,575,000 

1950 . 

40,900,000 

375,000 

41,750,000 

39,825,000 

1955 . 

42,925,000 

44,775,000 

1405,000 

44,625,000 

41,475,000 

1960 . . . 

1370,000 

47,425,000 

42,775,000 

lAnnual  average  for  the  preceding  5-year  period. 

Source:  Bureau  of  the  Census,  ‘‘Estimates  of  Number  of  Families  in  the 
United  States:  1940  to  1960,”  Population — Special  Reports,  Series  P-46, 
No.  4,  June  1,  1946. 

It  is  obvious,  of  course,  that  the  actual  demand 
for  housing  units  in  various  communities  is  affected 
by  many  factors  other  than  Nation-wide  trends  in 
the  size  and  age  of  the  population.  Economic  condi¬ 
tions,  for  example,  have  an  important  influence  not 
only  on  the  marriage  rate  (which  in  turn  in¬ 
fluences  the  formation  of  new  families),  but  also 
on  the  propensity  of  families  to  share  housing  units. 
It  is  equally  obvious,  however,  that  Nation-wide  pop¬ 
ulation  developments  should  not  be  overlooked  by 


public  officials  responsible  for  federal  or  State  hous¬ 
ing  programs,  nor  by  executives  of  business  con¬ 
cerns  which  are  producing  or  distributing  materials 
or  supplies  for  residential  construction  over  a  Ipge 
area.  And  even  though  in  many  localities  the  hous¬ 
ing  situation  has  been  affected  much  more  by  the 
movement  of  people  into  or  out  of  the  locality  than 
by  the  national  rate  of  population  growth,  the  lat¬ 
ter  should  not  be  ignored  by  persons  primarily  con¬ 
cerned  with  local  housing,  for  the  frequency  of  rapid 
local  growth  probably  will  tend  to  diminish  and  that 
of  rapid  local  loss  to  rise  with  the  decrease  in  na¬ 
tional  growth.^ 

B.  IMPLICATIONS  OF  DIMINISHING 
POPULATION  GROWTH 

The  foregoing  effects  of  demographic  changes  on 
national  life  are  fairly  certain  and  simple;  hence 
they  can  be  discussed  with  relative  assurance.  Other 
effects  which  may  be  even  more  important*  in  the 
long  run  are  more  uncertain  and  complicated ;  con¬ 
sequently,  there  will  be  wider  differences  in  opin¬ 
ions  as  to  the  likelihood  of  their  occurrence  and  as 
to  the  severity  of  the  problems  they  will  create.  The 
more  thought  and  study  that  are  given  to  them,  how¬ 
ever,  the  greater  the  probability  that  they  will  be 
understood  and  that  steps  can  be  taken  to  benefit 
from  the  favorable  changes  and  minimize  those 
working  in  the  opposite  direction. 

Prosperity  and  the  level  of  living 

During  recent  years  a  beginning  has  been  made 
in  evaluating  the  probable  effect  on  our  national 
economy  of  a  decreasing  rate  and  amount  of  popu¬ 
lation  growth,  and  eventually  of  a  decreasing  popu¬ 
lation.  Because  large  population  gains  and  a  rela¬ 
tively  high  but  usually  rising  level  of  living  have 
gone  hand  in  hand  in  the  United  States  during  past 
decades,  many  people  apparently  have  thought  that 
the  former  was  an  important  cause  of  the  latter  and 
that  if  the  number  of  people  were  to  increase  slowly, 
or  not  at  all,  the  level  of  living  would  be  quite  likely 
to  cease  to  rise  or  begin  to  fall.  This  opinion,  of 
course,  gives  too  little  credit  for  our  present  well¬ 
being  to  our  vast  acreage  of  good  farm  land,  our 
huge  mineral  resources,  the  ability  of  our  people  to 
use  this  natural  wealth  intelligently,  and  the  fact 
that  we  are  not  greatly  overpopulated  as  are  India 
and  China. 

Perhaps  because  of  our  relatively  recent  pioneer 
background  we  have  greatly  esteemed  the  booster 

®See  below,  p.  66. 
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spirit,  one  of  the  aspects  of  which  has  been  the  feel¬ 
ing  that  the  best  population  is  the  one  which  is  the 
largest  and  has  the  most  rapid  rate  of  growth.  For 
years  the  attention  of  the  public  has  been  called  to 
the  high  prices  paid  for  desirable  property  in  boom¬ 
ing  cities ;  in  contrast,  little  has  been  said  until  rela¬ 
tively  recently  about  the  slump  in  values  in  resi¬ 
dential  areas  which  formerly  were  desirable  but 
which  have  been  blighted  in  part  because  of  the 
shifts  caused  by  population  growth,  nor  about  the 
social  and  economic  problems  developing  in  these 
blighted  areas.  It  is  true  that  the  many  new  apart¬ 
ment  houses,  office  buildings,  and  other  structures 
of  rapidly  growing  cities  look  better  and  are  more 
efficient  than*  the  older  ones  of  cities  with  a  slowly 
growing  or  decreasing  population.  But  there  is  a 
price  to  be  paid  for  such  advantages,  namely,  the 
shortened  life  of  the  structures  which  occupied  the 
land  previously.  Demolition  and  reconstruction  cer¬ 
tainly  are  desirable  eventually  from  a  cost  stand¬ 
point,  but  may  be  forced  too  far  ahead  of  time  by 
rapid  population  growth  and  be  done  when  modern¬ 
ization  would  otherwise  be  more  efficient. 

The  economists  who  have  written  in  recent  years 
about  the  problems  which  will  be  caused  by  smaller 
gains  (or  by  decreases)  in  population  have  been  con¬ 
cerned  especially  with  what  will  happen  to  the  op¬ 
portunities  for  employment  and  for  the  investment 
of  savings,  because  of  the  close  relation  between 
these  opportunities  and  national  well-being.  When 
the  number  of  persons  is  rising  rapidly  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  prepare  for  the  increase.  Houses  and  apart¬ 
ments  must  be  built ;  streets  must  be  paved ;  power, 
light,  water,  and  sewer  systems  must  be  extended ; 
existing  factories,  stores,  and  other  business  struc¬ 
tures  must  be  enlarged  or  new  ones  erected;  and 
much  machinery  must  be  manufactured.  These  ac¬ 
tivities  and  the  many  others  which  are  needed  to 
meet  the  expansion  of  demand  caused  by  the  addi¬ 
tional  consumers  have  a  twofold  and  extremely  im¬ 
portant  series  of  effects  on  the  national  economy. 
First,  by  requiring  large  investments  of  funds,  they 
help  to  maintain  interest  rates,  encourage  savings, 
and  facilitate  the  accumulation  of  wealth.  Second, 
by  furnishing  jobs  for  a  large  number  of  people, 
they  tend  to  keep  unemployment  at  a  minimum  and 
to  maintain  average  per  capita  earnings  and  ability 
to  consume.  The  result  is  the  maintenance  of  high 
levels  of  employment,  production,  and  prosperity. 

If  the  foregoing  relationships  exist  in  fact,  as 
economists  and  business  leaders  believe,  a  rapid  dim¬ 
inution  of  population  growth  would  tend  to  lessen 


correspondingly  the  increase  that  otherwise  would 
occur  in  all  of  the  activities  normally  carried  on  to 
provide  for  additional  people.  There  would  be  a 
shrinkage  in  the  demand  for  additional  funds  to 
finance  these  undertakings,  which  would  curtail  the 
expansion  of  investment  opportunities,  reduce  inter¬ 
est  rates,  and  pile  up  idle  funds.  Fewer  additional 
workers  would  be  needed  in  the  industries  making 
things  required  because  of  population  growth,  espe¬ 
cially  in  residential,  commercial,  and  industrial  con¬ 
struction,  and  in  machinery  manufacturing.  The 
slackening  of  employment  opportunities  in  such  in¬ 
dustries  would  tend  to  lower  wages  in  others  as 
well;  hence  both  directly  and  indirectly  it  would 
reduce  the  aggregate  income  of  consumers.  This,  in 
turn,  would  reduce  the  demand  for  consumer  goods 
and  throw  out  of  work  some  of  the  persons  produc¬ 
ing  them.  Once  such  a  cycle  of  events  w^as  started  it 
could  throw  the  national  economy  into  a  downward 
spiral  and  bring  on  a  depression  as  bad  as  (or  woi’se 
than)  that  of  the  1930’s.  In  fact,  it  is  possible  that 
the  decrease  in  average  annual  population  growth 
from  about  1,870,000  during  1920-24  to  1,490,000 
during  1925-29  and  to  920,000  during  1930-32  was 
partially  responsible  for  the  severity  of  the  last  de¬ 
pression,  and  that  the  slow  rise  in  average  annual 
growth  from  790,000  during  1933  to  920,000  during 
1935-39  was  partially  responsible  for  the  slow  re¬ 
covery  from  that  depression. 

To  show  that  a  sudden  change  from  recent  rates 
of  population  growth  to  a  stationary  or  decreasing 
population  could  play  an  important  role  in  bringing 
on  a  serious  depression  does  not  imply  that  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  recent  rates  of  growth  would  insure 
the  continuation  of  prosperity.  On  the  contrary, 
there  are  at  least  two  important  reasons*  for  expect¬ 
ing  that  business  cycles  would  continue  to  occur 
even  under  such  conditions.  The  first  is  that  they 
occurred  during  the  nineteenth  century  when  rates 
of  population  growth  were  much  higher  than  they 
have  been,  in  recent  decades.  The  second  and  more 
important  is  that  conclusive  knowledge  is  not  avail¬ 
able  as  yet  regarding  the  exact  causes  of  these 
cycles ;  hence  opinions  differ  widely  as  to  how  they 
may  be  controlled,  and  the  regulatory  mechanisms 
which  have  been  established  may  be  inadequate.  The 
attempt  here  is  merely  to  show  why  the  expected 
population  changes  may  tend  to  a  greater  extent 
than  those  in  the  past  to  shorten  future  periods  of 
recovery  and  prosperity,  and  to  lengthen  periods  of 
decline  and  depression. 
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Better  customers  versus  more  customers 

Realizing  that  demographic  trends  may  have 
harmful  tendencies  in  the  economy  should  not  lead 
to  a  pessimistic  attitude  regarding  the  future,  but 
instead  should  stimulate  the  consideration  of  means 
of  offsetting  them.  It  is  possible,  of  course,  that 
other  conditions  could  change  in  sufficient  degree  to 
more  than  balance  the  influence  of  the  population 
factor.  One  proposal  to  this  end  is  based  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  if  a  smaller  part  of  the  Nation’s  produc¬ 
tive  plant  and  labor  force  is  to  be  required  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  things  needed  for  additional  people,  more 
of  it  ought  to  be  used  to  produce  the  things  needed 
for  the  people  already  present.  In  simpler  language, 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  new  customers  can  be 
offset  if  each  old  customer  increases  his  purchases 
sufficiently.  This  is  by  no  means  a  revolutionary 
suggestion.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  believed  widely 
that  decreases  or  insufficient  increases  in  the  per 
capita  purchasing  power  of  the  bulk  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  have  led  to  depressions  in  the  past  and  that  in¬ 
creases  in  this  power  are  necessary  for  continued 
prosperity.  Demographic  analysis  simply  gives  addi¬ 
tional  reasons  for  efforts  to  secure  such  increases. 

The  problem  is  highly  pertinent  in  1947  even 
though  the  demand  for  so  many  things  exceeds  the 
supply,  for  progress  from  year  to  year  in  raising 
the  ability  to  buy  of  the  average  person  has  been 
slow  in  the  past,  and  the  productive  capacity  of  our 
economy  is  so  great  that  the  present  postwar  short¬ 
ages  can  be  reduced  rapidly.  The  information  avail¬ 
able  in  the  spring  of  1947  indicates  that  the  con¬ 
struction  industry  and  other  industries  which  pro¬ 
vide  things  needed  for  additional  people  are  likely 
to  operate  at  full  capacity  until  after  1948.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  period,  before  the  backlog  of  orders  is  wiped 
out  and  these  industries  must  curtail  their  activities 
to  the  point  required  merely  for  meeting  current  de¬ 
mands,  is  the  time  for  considering  how  to  meet  the 
problems  which  will  arise  later. 

According  to  traditional  laissez-faire  economics, 
the  demographic  developments  will  tend  to  set  in 
operation  certain  processes  that  will  help  to  solve 
the  problems  which  they  raise.  The  theory  involved 
is  that  the  things  which  are  produced  jointly  by  the 
three  factors  of  production  —  natural  resources, 
labor,  and  capital  —  tend  to  be  divided  among  these 
factors  in  accordance  with  their  relative  scarcity. 
If  labor  is  relatively  plentiful  compared  with  natural 
resources  and  capital,  its  share  tends  to  be  small ;  if 
it  is  relatively  scarce,  its  share  tends  to  be  large.  The 
slowing  up  of  population  growth  has  already  re¬ 


tarded  the  growth  of  the  labor  force  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so  in  the  future.  This  fact  should  tend 
to  increase  the  share  of  the  joint  product  going  to 
labor  and  hence  to  each  member  of  the  labor  force. 
Since  the  percentage  of  the  population  in  the  labor 
force  is  expected  to  remain  almost  the  same  from 
1950  to  1960  (or  later)  as  it  was  in  1940,  the  de¬ 
creasing  growth  of  the  labor  force  should  mean  a 
rise  in  the  per  capita  income  of  that  large  proportion 
of  the  population  dependent  primarily  on  wages  and 
salaries^ — in  other  words,  of  a  large  majority  of 
consumers  and  a  still  larger  proportion  of  those  who 
need  to  be  made  better  customers. 

Entire  dependence  need  not  be  placed,  however, 
on  the  automatic  operation  of  so-called  economic 
laws.  Most  leaders  in  business  and  government 
realize  already  that  the  continuance  of  national 
prosperity  depends  on  adequate  per  capita  ability 
to  buy  among  the  masses,  not  merely  among  the 
well-to-do,  and  would  be  willing  to  advocate  a  course 
of  action  which  would  maintain  or  raise  this  capac¬ 
ity  to  consume.  The  first  difficulty  is  that  (as  men¬ 
tioned  above)  opinions  differ  as  to  the  best  means  of 
achieving  the  desired  goal  and  conclusive  evidence 
is  lacking  to  show  which  of  the  procedures  advocated 
are  more  nearly  correct.  Much  thought  and  effort 
are  being  devoted  to  such  questions,  however,  and 
should  bring  results  in  time. 

A  second  difficulty  is  .that  an  action  which  vrould 
help  to  raise  per  capita  consuming  power  may  be 
expensive  and  even  harmful  to  the  person  who  de¬ 
cides  whether  it  should  be  taken.  For  example,  the 
man  in  charge  of  a  family-controlled  corporation 
may  know  that  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  the 
corporation’s  income  going  to  its  employees  instead 
of  to  its  stockholders,  or  a  decrease  in  the  prices  of 
its  products  which  would  reduce  dividends  (but  not 
wages) ,  would  benefit  the  national  economy.  He  may 
decide  not  to  make  such  a  change,  however,  in  part 
because  he  and  his  stockholders  would  shoulder  most 
of  the  costs,  but  would  receive  only  an  infinitesimal 
part  of  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  from  the 
rise  in  ability  to  buy  among  the  masses.  Moreover, 
the  contemplated  change  in  wages  or  prices  might 
start  a  fight  within  the  industry  which  would  be  dis¬ 
astrous  to  the  corporation  in  question.  Although  in¬ 
dustry-wide  bargaining  between  management  and 
labor  has  some  objectionable  features,  it  should  in¬ 
crease  the  extent  to  which  business  leaders  who  ap¬ 
preciate  the  need  for  raising  purchasing  power  by 
appropriate  wage  increases  and  price  reductions  can 
work  toward  that  goal  without  weakening  the  com¬ 
petitive  position  of  their  own  companies  in  the  in- 
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dustry.  The  more  industries  in  which  this  can  be 
done,  the  greater  the  likelihood  that  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  main  body  of  consumers  can  be  raised 
sufficiently  to  offset  the  decline  in  the  additions 
to  consumer  purchasing  power  which  will  result 
from  the  expected  diminution  of  population  increase. 

A  more  fundamental,  but  less  well-known,  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  may  be  good  for  the  economic  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  individual  but  bad  for  that  of  the  Nation 
relates  to  that  often-praised  characteristic,  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  save.  The  more  a  person  saves  the  stronger 
his  financial  position  becomes ;  it  is  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  that  any  other  relationship  between  amount 
saved  and  financial  security  could  be  possible.  None¬ 
theless,  the  study  of  business  cycles  indicates 
strongly  that  the  aggregate  savings  of  all  of  the 
corporations,  partnerships,  and  individuals  in  the 
Nation  may  become  so  large  as  to  be  responsible  in 
important  degree  for  ending  a  period  of  prosperity 
and  bringing  on  a  depression.  Perhaps  the  appro¬ 
priate  analogy  is  that  aggregate  oversaving  may  in¬ 
jure  the  Nation's  economic  health,  just  as  over¬ 
saving  by  a  miser  may  weaken  his  body  and  distort 
his  mind.  Large  savings  by  corporations  and  in¬ 
dividuals  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  Nation 
during  most  of  the  past,  especially  when  population 
was  growing  rapidly  and  spreading  into  frontier 
areas  and  there  was  need  for  a  large  amount  of  in¬ 
vestment  funds  to  develop  mines,  extend  railroads, 
and  build  factories,  barns,  and  homes.  As  with  many 
other  things,  how^ever,  an  oversupply  may  be  harm¬ 
ful,  Evidence  is  being  accumulated  to  support  the 
belief  that  the  presence  of  large  amounts  of  idle 
funds  awaiting  investment  is  detrimental  to  the 
economy  and  that  such  a  situation  ought  to  be  pre¬ 
vented.  The  procedures  suggested  include  reducing 
savings,  increasing  the  opportunities  for  private  in¬ 
vestment  by  increasing  the  purchasing  power  of 
consumers,  and  increasing  the  amount  invested  by 
the  Government  in  such  things  as  roads,  airports, 
and  slum  eradication  projects. 

Because  the  reduction  of  population  growth  and 
the  control  of  business  cycles  may  make  it  desirable 
for  aggregate  national  savings  to  be  smaller  than 
formerly  does  not  mean  that  the  large  majority  of 
people  should  save  less  than  they  have  in  the  past. 
Hansen  has  estimated  that  if  high  income  levels 
(like  those  of  the  1920's)  and  the  accompanying 
propensity  to  save  should  prevail  after  World  War 
II,  the  savings  of  corporations,  unincorporated  busi¬ 
nesses,  and  individual  entrepreneurs  would  consti¬ 
tute  about  60  percent  of  the  gross  amount  saved  in 


the  United  States,  and  the  savings  of  other  persons 
the  remaining  40  percent.®  Much  of  the  latter  would 
come  from  the  relatively  small  proportion  of  per¬ 
sons  with  incomes  of  $5,000  or  more ;  hence  the  sav¬ 
ings  of  the  great  mass  of  the  population  would  con¬ 
stitute  a  relatively  small  proportion  of  the  national 
total.  In  consequence,  if  a  reduction  of  aggregate 
savings  in  the  United  States  should  become  desir¬ 
able  to  help  prevent  depressions  and  counterbalance 
some  of  the  effects  of  diminishing  population 
growth,  it  should  involve  corporations,  partnerships, 
and  individual  entrepreneurs  primarily,  and  should 
be  achieved  by  increasing  dividends,  raising  wages, 
or  reducing  prices.  Increasing  dividends  probably 
would  be  the  least  effective  of  these  three  pro¬ 
cedures  because  the  large  proportion  of  dividend 
payments  are  made  to  that  small  proportion  of  the 
population  with  incomes  above  $5,000  which  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  a  major  portion  of  individual  savings. 
Raising  wages  or  lowering  prices  would  have  the 
advantage  of  increasing  the  ability  to  buy  of  the 
bulk  of  the  population,  and  thus  would  stimulate 
the  demand  for  goods  and  the  need  for  industrial 
expansion.  The  latter  would  enlarge  the  opportunity 
for  the  investment  of  capital,  and  hence  would  in¬ 
crease  the  aggregate  amount  of  savings  desirable 
for  national  prosperity.  In  short,  if  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Nation's  economy  total  savings  for  invest¬ 
ment  ought  to  be  reduced,  success  in  beginning  this 
reduction  should  lessen  the  curtailment  of  savings 
needed. 

It  is  possible,  of  course,  that  an  attempt  to  reduce 
business  savings  by  increasing  the  purchasing  power 
of  consumers  would  lead  to  increased  personal  sav¬ 
ings  by  too  many  individuals.  It  is  also  possible  that 
such  a  tendency  would  be  more  than  offset  by  in¬ 
fluences  working  in  the  opposite  direction.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  one  of  the  most  important  reasons  for  sav¬ 
ing  among  the  bulk  of  the  population  is  protection 
against  accidents,  sickness,  and  old  age.  As  medical 
and  hospital  insurance  plans  and  the  social  security 
program  are  extended  and  strengthened,  these  mo¬ 
tives  may  be  less  compelling.  Moreover,  according 
to  economic  theory  the  conditions  which  would  make 
desirable  a  reduction  of  aggregate  national  savings 
would  also  lower  interest  rates  and  perhaps  reduce 
the  propensity  to  save.  The  net  effect  may  be  that 
the.  ratio  of  spending  to  earnings  will  rise  and  that 
thereby  each  customer  will  tend  to  become  a  better 
customer. 


^Hansen,  Alvin  H.,  “Postwar  Employment  Outlook,"  in  Harris.  Seymour 
(Ed,),  Economic  Reconstruction,  McGraw-Hill  Book  Co,,  Inc.,  New  York, 
1945,  p.  19; 
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Whether  corporations  and  businessmen  will  be 
able  to  bring  about  without  governmental  assistance 
the  adjustments  that  will  be  called  for  by  the  dim¬ 
inution  of  population  growth  remains  to  be  seen. 
Meanwhile,  the  opinion  seems  to  be  general  that 
until  they  prove  their  ability  to  do  so  the  various 
branches  of  federal,  State,  and  local  government 
should  be  prepared  to  take  supplementary  action. 
Specific  proposals  center  on  public  works  which 
would  bolster  the  construction  industry,  for  such 
undertakings  are  particularly  appropriate  to  gov¬ 
ernment  and  this  industry  is  one  of  the  first  to  need 
help  as  a  depression  approaches  or  as  population 
growth  dwindles.  It  may  be  of  great  value  to  pre¬ 
pare  plans  for  public  buildings,  express  highways, 
airports,  slum  eradication,  flood  prevention,  and 
similar  projects  during  conning  months  and  have 
them  ready  for  action  when  the  postwar  building 
boom  and  high  birth  rate  come  to  an  end,  as  they 
very  probably  will  within  a  few  years.'^ 

Slow  improvement  adequate 

The  problem  of  raising  the  purchasing  power  of 
the  masses  in  sufficient  degree  to  compensate  for 
the  deceleration  of  population  growth  appears  less 
formidable  when  it  is  realized  that  only  a  small  rela¬ 
tive  change  will  be  needed.  Few  people,  if  any,  be¬ 
lieve  that  from  1900  to  1915  the  population  was 
growing  so  slowly  as  to  handicap  national  economy 
and  exert  a  depressing  influence  on  the  level  of  liv¬ 
ing.  During  those  years  the  rate  of  growth  aver¬ 
aged  less  than  1.9  percent  per  year;  from  1950  to 
1975  it  is  expected  to  average  approximately  0.5 
percent  (with  medium  fertility  and  mortality  trends, 
and  the  net  immigration  of  500,000  persons  per  5 
years).  On  this  basis  an  average  annual  gain  of 
only  1.4  percent  in  per  capita  ability  to  buy  should 
compensate  for  the  effect  on  the  Nation's  prosperity 
of  the  diminishing  rate  of  population  growth.  More¬ 
over,  during  the  first  part  of  the  1950-75  period  a 
smaller  improvement  will  suffice.  Later,  when  a 
more  rapid  gain  may  be  needed,  it  may  be  achieved 

7For  a  more  detailed  analysis  of  the  relation  of  employment,  consump¬ 
tion,  and  investment  to  business  cycles,  and  of  the  effect  of  diminishing: 
population  growth  on  these  matters,  see:  Clark,  Colin,  The  Conditions  of 
Economic  Progress,  MacMillan  and  Company,  London^  1940.  Habeler,  Gott¬ 
fried,  Prosperity  and  Depression,  United  Nations,  Lake  Success,  New  York, 
1946.  Hansen,  Alvin  H.,  Fiscal  Policy  and  Business  Cycles,  W.  W.  Nor¬ 
ton,  New  York,  1941.  Hansen,  Alvin  H.,  Economic  Policy  and  Full  Em¬ 
ployment,  McGraw-Hill,  New  York,  1947.  Hayes,  H.  Gordon.  Spending, 
Saving,  and  Employment,  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  New  York,  1945.  Schumpeter, 
Joseph  A.,  Business  Cycles,  McGraw-Hill,  New  York,  1939.  Spongier, 
Joseph  J.,  “Population  and  Per  Capita  Income,”  The  Annals  of  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  January,  1945,  pp.  182-192. 
Spengler,  Joseph  J.,  “Population  Movements  and  Economic  Equilibrium 
in  the  United  States,”  The  Journal  of  Political  Economy,  vol.  XLVIII, 
No,  2,  April,  1940,  pp.  153-182. 


with  no  greater  effort  because  additional  experi¬ 
ence  will  be  available  as  to  how  to  do  so.  There  is 
also  the  possibility  that  as  time  passes  and  more  is 
learned  about  economic  relationships  other  ways 
than  making  most  people  better  customers  will  be 
found  for  maintaining  prosperity  without  large  ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  number  of  customers. 

Less  violent  business  cycles 

Although  a  reduction  in  population  increase  may 
make  certain  problems  more  critical,  it  may  miti¬ 
gate  others.  As  pointed  out  above,  the  construction 
industries  are  more  important  in  a  population  grow¬ 
ing  rapidly  than  in  one  growing  slowly ;  hence  they 
can  exert  a  greater  influence  on  national  economy 
in  the  former  situation.  Because  these  industries  are 
noted  for  their  wide  cyclical  swings  a  decrease  in 
their  importance  should  tend  to  reduce  the  violence 
of  business  cycles.  It  may  be  thought  that  if  persons 
were  made  better  customers  in  order  to  .offset  the 
relative  contraction  of  the  construction  industries 
there  would  be  an  expansion  of  the  luxury  or  semi¬ 
luxury  industries,  and  that  the  disadvantages  of  this 
expansion  would  outweigh  the  advantages  gained 
by  reducing  the  importance  of  the  construction  in¬ 
dustries.  It  is  true,  of  course,  that  the  demand  for 
semiluxury  and  luxury  goods  fluctuates  more  than 
the  demand  for  necessities  and  that  a  rise  in  the 
relative  importance  of  the  former  in  our  economy 
could  tend  to  unsettle  it.  What  is  likely  to  prevent 
such  a  development  is  the  fact  that  so  many  of  the 
necessities  of  today  are  the  semiluxuries  of  yester¬ 
day  and  the  luxuries  of  an  earlier  time,  and  that 
such  a  relationship  may  be  expected  to  continue. 

Maintaining  population  growth  through  immigration 

In  the  foregoing  discussion  it  was  assumed  that 
population  growth  would  slacken  as  indicated  in 
chapter  III ;  hence  attention  was  focused  on  how  to 
meet  the  problems  which  would  arise  in  conse¬ 
quence.  Another  approach  is  to  consider  how  growth 
could  be  maintained  at  the  rate  of  recent  decades 
and  what  the  results  would  be.  It  is  almost  certain 
that  if  the  present  restrictions  on  immigration  were 
modified  in  sufficient  degree  the  slowing  up  of  popu¬ 
lation  growth  could  be  postponed  for  several  decades 
at  least.  The  chief  question  is  whether  the  difficulties 
which  would  be  created  or  intensified  by  such  action 
would  be  less  serious  than  those  which  would  be 
removed  or  reduced  by  delaying  the  approach  of 
a  stationary  or  decreasing  population.  The  problems 
of  social  and  economic  assimilation  associated  with 
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large  amounts  of  immigration  led  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  present  immigration  program.  They 
have  been  discussed  at  length  in  many  articles  and 
books,  and  need  not  be  considered  here.  In  contrast, 
little  thought  has  been  given  to  the  questions  of  how 
the  Nation^s  present  population  compares  in  num¬ 
bers  with  its  optimum  population  and  whether  addi¬ 
tional  growth  will  take  the  Nation  toward  or  away 
from  this  optimum. 

The  economic  optimum  population 

The  number  of  people  that  is  most  desirable  for 
the  Nation  can  be  considered  from  several  stand¬ 
points.  A  religious  fanatic  might  base  his  judgment 
entirely  on  the  number  of  potential  worshippers  and 
say  that  the  largest  population  is  the  best.  A  mili¬ 
tary  man  might  have  thought  a  few  centuries  ago 
that  a  population  had  the  best  size  if  it  could  furnish 
a  sufficient  number  of  soldiers  to  overawe  its  enemies 
in  peacetime  and  assure  victory  if  war  occurred. 
Now,  however,  he  would  undoubtedly  consider  not 
only  the  number  of  soldiers  but  also  the  number  of 
atom  bombs  and  other  war  materiel  that  could  be 
produced.  In  strict  biological  terms,  the  optimum 
population  is  the  largest  that  can  be  supported  with 
the  existing  environment.  If  a  population  exceeds 
the  biological  optimum,  it  will  be  weakened  by  star¬ 
vation  and  other  ills  until  it  falls  to  (or  below)  that 
number;  if  it  is  below  the  biological  optimum,  it 
will  breed  up  to  it  (in  the  absence  of  reproductive 
controls).  The  economic  optimum  population  of  a 
nation  in  a  given  year  is  usually  thought  of  as  the 
number  of  people  which  permits  the  maximum  pro¬ 
duction  of  economic  goods  and  services  per  capita 
with  natural  resources  and  human  ability  to  use 
them  as  they  are  in  that  year.  If  the  actual  popula¬ 
tion  were  larger  or  smaller  than  the  optimum  popu¬ 
lation,  its  level  of  living  would  tend  in  consequence 
to  be  depressed  in  economic  terms. 

Attention  will  be  focused  here  on  the  economic 
optimum  because  of  its  great  significance.  With  our 
civilization  a  population  that  is  well  off  in  economic 
terms  is  likely  to  rate  high  as  to  health,  physical  fit¬ 
ness,  and  longevity.  Because  of  its  high  per  capita 
productivity  a  population  at  the  economic  optimum 
is  likely  to  be  able  to  support  the  arts  and  to  have 
the  leisure  to  enjoy  them.  Moreover,  a  population 
that  rates  high  from  an  economic  standpoint  also 
rates  high  from  a  military  standpoint.  While  no 
reputable  economist  or  demographer  has  said  exactly 
how  many  million  persons  constitute  the  economic 
optimum  population  of  the  United  States,  the  con¬ 


sensus  of  those  who  have  studied  the  problem  is  that 
the  number  is  at  least  several  million  less  than  the 
present  population ;  it  may  be  as  low  as  100,000,- 
000.®  The  reasons  for  such  a  belief  can  only  be 
summarized  here. 

As  far  as  agriculture,  forestry,  and  mining  are 
concerned,  the  acres  of  land  and  number  of  deposits 
which  are  needed  for  our  present  population  exceed 
those  that  would  be  needed  if  our  population  were 
smaller.  Some  of  the  acres  and  deposits  now  needed 
are  of  much  lower  grade  than  others,  and  not  only 
yield  a  much  smaller  return  per  unit  of  capital  and 
labor  under  present  technology  but  would  do  so 
under  the  technology  foreseeable  during  the  next 
few  decades.  In  consequence,  the  return  per  unit  of 
labor  and  capital  in  agriculture,  forestry,  and  min¬ 
ing  tends  to  be  substantially  lower  with  a  population 
of  the  present  size  than  it  would  be  with  one  of 
much  smaller  size. 

The  optimum  size  of  population  for  each  of  the 
manufacturing  industries  is  one  that  provides  a 
market  for  the  goods  which  can  be  made  in  a  factory 
of  the  most  efficient  size.  For  scarcely  any  of  the 
important  products  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  is  the  present  population  too  small  to  utilize 
the  goods  of  one  such  factory.  On  the  contrary,  dur¬ 
ing  recent  decades  the  number  of  people  has  been 
sufficiently  large  to  consume  all  of  the  vast  majority 
of  products  that  could  be  made  in  scores  or  hundreds 
of  factories,  each  of  them  large  enough  for  maxi¬ 
mum  efficiency.  In  other  words,  if  the  population 
were  substantially  larger  than  it  is  at  present,  the 
manufacturing  industries  would  not  for  that  reason 
be  appreciably  more  efficient;  if  it  were  substan¬ 
tially  smaller,  the  manufacturing  industries  would 
not  for  that  reason  be  appreciably  less  efficient.  With¬ 
in  wide  limits  above  and  below  the  present  numbers 
the  distribution  of  the  population  is  more  important 
to  manufacturing  than  its  size. 

A  third  type  of  situation  is  represented  by  trans¬ 
portation  and  communication.  The  population  in 
some  areas  is  so  large  that  the  efficiency  of  portions 
of  these  industries  is  reduced  thereby,  for  example, 
that  of  the  trucking  industry  in  New  York  City, 
but  for  the  Nation  as  a  whole  the  opposite  is  true. 
Thus,  although  double-tracked  railroads  can  haul 
much  more  traffic  per  unit  of  investment  than  those 
with  a  single  track,  the  majority  of  lines  are  single- 
tracked  because  that  is  adequate  for  their  present 
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business.  If  the  population  were  sufficiently  larger, 
many  more  could  be  double-tracked  and  be  much 
more  efficient.  Similar  statements  can  be  made  about 
highways,  telephone  and  telegraph  systems,  and 
most  of  the  other  transportation  and  communication 
industries.  Airlines  may  be  one  of  those  least  af¬ 
fected  because  a  relatively  high  proportion  of  their 
costs  vary  directly  with  the  number  of  planes. 

The  efficiency  of  most  of  the  other  industries — 
construction,  trade,  finance,  insurance,  real  estate, 
and  services — depends  less  on  the  size  of  the  Na¬ 
tion’s  population  than  on  how  it  is  distributed,  for 
an  important  proportion  of  the  activities  of  these 
industries  are  on  a  local  scale.  A  high  proportion 
of  doctors  and  contractors,  banks  and  stores,  are 
situated  in  areas  with  a  population  sufficiently  large 
for  them  to  function  efficiently,  but  some,  of  course, 
are  in  places  which  are  too  small.  In  trying  to 
draw  a  line  between  the  two  groups,  however,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  wide  differences  in  size 
of  community  may  be  accompanied  by  small  differ¬ 
ences  in  net  unit  costs.  Thus,  although  the  city’s 
large  department  store  may  pay  the  salesclerks  and 
supervisors  less  per  dollar  of  goods  sold  than  the 
town’s  comparatively  small  shop,  the  total  cost  of 
doing  business  may  be  as  high  for  the  former  as  for 
the  latter  because  of  differences  in  the  opposite 
direction  for  other  factors,  particularly  rent.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  at  present  a  large  majority  of 
our  people  live  in  communities  with  a  sufficient  pop¬ 
ulation  to  permit  the  trade  and  service  industries 
to  operate  at,  or  very  close  to,  maximum  efficiency. 
A  larger  national  population  presumably  would  have 
a  somewhat  higher  proportion  in  such  communities, 
and  a  smaller  population  a  somewhat  lower  propor¬ 
tion.  The  resulting  differences  in  the  efficiency  of 
the  industries  in  question  probably  would  be  be¬ 
tween  those  for  manufacturing  and  those  for  trans¬ 
portation  and  communication,  but  much  closer  to 
the  former  than  the  latter. 

The  crucial  question,  therefore,  is  whether  the 
substantially  lower  efficiency  of  agriculture,  for¬ 
estry,  and  mining  in  a  population  several  million 
larger  than  the  present  population  would  be  offset 
by  the  slightly  higher  efficiency  of  a  few  of  the 
manufacturing,  trade,  and  service  industries,  plus 
the  substantially  higher  efficiency  of  the  transpor¬ 
tation  and  communication  industries  and  some  of 
the  trade  and  service  industries.  The  answer  appears 
to  be  in  the  negative.  In  1940  nearly  9,500,000  per¬ 
sons  were  engaged  in  agriculture,  forestry,  and 
mining  (where  output  per  worker  would  tend  to  be 
lower  with  a  larger  population),  and  barely  3,100,- 


000  were  engaged  in  transportation  and  communi¬ 
cation  (where  output  per  worker  would  tend  to  be 
higher  with  a  larger  population).  The  latter  group 
would  be  increased  somewhat  by  an  appropriate 
allowance  for  the  workers  in  the  branches  of  the 
trade  and  service  industries  which  would  be  made 
more  efficient  by  a  larger  population,  but  would  still 
be  smaller  than  the  former.  To  use  the  economists’ 
terms,  a  substantially  larger  population  would  be 
less  advantageous  to  the  industries  which  are  now 
in  the  stage  of  increasing  returns  with  reference  to' 
population  than  it  would  be  disadvantageous  to  the 
industries  which  are  now  in  the  stage  of  decreas¬ 
ing  returns.  Conversely,  a  population  substantially 
smaller  than  the  present  would  be  less  disadvan¬ 
tageous  to  the  former  industries  than  advantageous 
to  the  latter.  In  short,  it  is  becoming  realized  that 
the  population  of  the  United  States,  like  that  of  most 
western  European  nations,  has  exceeded  the  eco¬ 
nomic  optimum  for  many  years,  though  opinions 
still  differ  widely  as  to  the  size  of  the  excess.  Fur¬ 
ther  population  increase,  of  course,  will  make  the 
excess  still  larger. 

To  say  that  a  smaller  population  would  have  cer¬ 
tain  economic  advantages  compared  with  the  pres¬ 
ent  population  does  not  mean ,  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  have  a  rapid  decline  to  that  level.  As 
pointed  out  earlier,  a  rapid  reduction  of  growth 
would  bring  serious  problems;  a  decrease  in  popu¬ 
lation  would  make  them  critical.  The  ideal  situation 
would  seem  to  be  for  growth  to  diminish  gradually 
so  that  the  economy  could  become  adjusted  to  the 
process,  and  for  the  population  to  reach  its  maxi¬ 
mum  size  at  a  level  which  would  not  be  so  far  above 
the  economic  optimum  as  to  depress  per  capita  out¬ 
put  and  standards  of  living  too  severely. 

Granting  that  the  present  population  exceeds  the 
economic  optimum  does  not  mean  admitting  that 
the  larger  population  expected  in  1975  will  not  have 
a  level  of  living  superior  to  that  of  today.  This  im¬ 
provement  is  expected  by  almost  everyone.  If  it 
occurs,  however,  it  will  be  in  spite  of  the  population 
growth  in  the  interim  and  because  of  such  things 
as  scientific  discoveries,  technological  advances,  and 
greater  knowledge  of  ways  to  make  our  economy 
work  effectively.  Nevertheless,  the  fact  that  the 
United  States  now  has  a  population  well  in  excess 
of  the  economic  optimum  does  raise  questions  that 
should  be  considered  carefully  in  connection  with 
any  program,  such  as  a  large  increase  in  immigra¬ 
tion,  which  may  be  advocated  because  it  would 
maintain  a  relatively  high  rate  of  population 
grovdh. 
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Conservation  of  natural  resources 

t 

A  gradual  slackening  of  population  growth  should 
be  welcomed  by  conservationists  because  it  will  help 
to  lessen  the  reduction  of  soil  fertility  and  the  rate 
of  exhaustion  of  nonreplaceable  natural  resources. 
Although  the  United  States  is  more  abundantly  sup¬ 
plied  with  fertile  soils  and  rich  mineral  deposits 
than  most  nations,  it  probably  has  been  more  prodi¬ 
gal  in  their  use.  Sheet  erosion  has  lowered  the  pro- 
■  ductive  capacity  of  millions  of  acres  of  cropland; 
failure  to  prevent  gullying  has  had  more  serious  im¬ 
mediate  effects  on  a  smaller  area.  Poor  soil  manage¬ 
ment  has  been  the  main  cause,  of  course,  but  the 
demand  of  a  growing  population  for  more  food  and 
fiber  has  probably  been  harmful  rather  than  bene¬ 
ficial.  It  is  estimated  that  a  continuation  of  recent 
consumption  rates  would  exhaust  the  known  high- 
grade  deposits  of  iron  ore  in  25-30  years,  of  zinc 
in  20-25  years,  of  copper  in  14-16  years,  and  of 
lead  in  12-14  years.  Medium-grade  deposits  will  last 
longer,  but  not  indefinitely,  and  will  be  more  expen¬ 
sive  to  use.  As  time  passes  it  is  almost  certain  that 
additional  reserves  will '  be  discovered  and  that 
science  will  provide  substitutes,  but  there  is  no 
assurance  that  they  will  be  equally  cheap.  A  slowing 
up  of  population  growth,  therefore,  should  be  help¬ 
ful  to  the  next  generation  by  allowing  it  to  in¬ 
herit  more  natural  resources — an  inheritance  which 
should  partially  compensate  for  the  huge  national 
debt  that  will  also  be  passed  on. 

Slower  growth  of  cities 

The  majority  of  persons,  of  course,  have  a  much 
more  immediate  interest  in  the  future  growth  of 
population  in  one  or  two  communities  than  in  the 
Nation  as  a  whole.  City  officials  want  to  know  how 
many  more  people  must  be  provided  with  water  and 
sewer  facilities,  and  how  soon.  Utility  executives 
have  the  same  questions  with  regard  to  electricity, 
gas,  telephones,  and  local  transportation.  In  most 
other  businesses  catering  to  the  home  area  the  local 
population  factor  is  less  important  and  the  competi¬ 
tive  position  of  the  individual  company  more  im¬ 
portant;  nevertheless,  the  former  usually  deserves 
some  attention.  Because  this  report  deals  with  the 
demography  of  the  Nation  as  a  whole,  only  the 
general  effects  on  localities  can  be  discussed  here. 

It  is  obvious  that  as  population  growth  decreases 
in  the  entire  Nation  it  should  decrease  also  in  most 
parts  of  the  Nation.  The  decline  in  the  rate  of  nat¬ 
ural  increase  probably  will  be  largest  in  rural  areas, 
which  have  had  a  high  rate  in  the  past  and  which 


have  sent  large  numbers  of  migrants  to  rapidly 
growing  towns  and  cities.  Changes  in  the  location 
of  industry  and  hence  in  regional  and  local  employ¬ 
ment  opportunities  will  continue  to  cause  shifts  in 
population,  but  whether  they  will  still  be  predomi¬ 
nantly  from  areas  of  relatively  high  natural  in¬ 
crease  to  those  of  relatively  low  natural  increase 
remains  to  be  seen.  With  a  smaller  surplus  of  rui’al 
people,  the  population  growth  of  other  communi¬ 
ties  will  depend  in  increasing  degree  on  their  oavu 
excess  of  births  or  on  their  attracting  migrants  from 
one  another.  The  former  will  mean  a  general  reduc¬ 
tion  in  rates  of  growth ;  the  latter  will  permit  some 
high  rates,  but  will  mean  that  actual  decreases  are 
occurring  in  some,  of  the  places  furnishing  the 
migrants. 

Plans  for  community  expansion  will  need  to  be 
scrutinized  more  carefully  in  the  future  than  in 
the  past,  for  there  will  no  longer  be  the  same  assur¬ 
ance  of  a  continued  growth.  There  will  be  less  justi¬ 
fication  for  public  officials  to  construct  permanent 
or  semipermanent  facilities,  such  as  schools,  water 
supplies,  and  sewer  systems,  in  excess  of  the  needs 
of  the  next  few  years.  The  slowing  up  of  national 
population  growth  may  make  additional  expansion 
unnecessary,  or  may  postpone  the  need  so  long  that 
the  carrying  charges  during  the  interim  will  be 
excessively  heavy.  Taxpayers  should  realize  that  the 
per  capita  burden  of  long-term  indebtedness  will  not 
be  lightened  as  rapidly  as  in  the  past  by  an  increase 
in  their  numbers.  Public  utility  executives,  too,  will 
have  the  prospect  of  a  more  nearly  constant  number 
of  customers,  but  in  the  case  of  electricity,  at  least, 
are  more  likely  to  see  a  substantial  rise  in  per  capita 
consumption.  Other  industries  catering  to  the  local 
market  also  will  become  more  dependent  for  expan¬ 
sion  on  better  customers  than  on  additional  cus¬ 
tomers. 

Urban  and  suburban  land  in  most  areas  will  be 
likely  to  have  a  less  rapid  upward  trend  in  real  value 
in  the  future  than  the  past  because  in  important 
degree  this  value  will  come  to  depend  more  on  the 
number  of  people  currently  in  the  area  and  less  on 
the  expected  increase  in  population.  In  fact,  since 
a  tendency  to  over-capitalize  anticipated  future 
growth  has  been  widespread,  declines  in  land  values 
may  occur  in  many  communities  when  it  is  realized 
that  local  growth  will  not  live  up  to  previous  expec¬ 
tations.  The  next  30  years  should  see  a  smaller  rise 
in  farm  land  values  with  a  slowly  increasing  popu¬ 
lation  than  with  one  rapidly  growing,  because  the 
ratio  of  people  to  acres  plays  an  important  role  in 
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setting  those  values  and  the  rise  in  this  ratio  will 
be  retarded. 

Improving  population  quality 

The  slowing  up  of  population  growth  may  have  a 
tendency  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  population  in 
certain  respects,  or  at  least  to  retard  further  retro¬ 
gression.  Much  concern  has  been  aroused  in  recent 
years  over  the  relatively  small  families  of  persons 
with  high  school  or  college  education,  or  with 
medium  or  higher  incomes,  as  compared  with  the 
relatively  large  families  of  persons  with  only  grade 
school  education,  or  with  low  incomes.  Although  the 
supporting  evidence  is  rather  scanty  and  not  com¬ 
pletely  convincing,  the  general  opinion  is  that  the 
children  of  the  former  are  more  intelligent  and  able 
than  those  of  the  latter,  and  hence  that  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  fertility  tend  to  cause  the  stock  to  deterio¬ 
rate  biologically.  That  the  fertility  differentials  are 
undesirable  from  an  environmental  standpoint  is  sel¬ 
dom  questioned.  Plenty  of  evidence  is  available  to 
show  that  as  a  rule  the  children  of  parents  with 
little  education  and  low  incomes  grow  up  in  sur¬ 
roundings  which  are  not  favorable  to  health,  educa¬ 
tion,  moral  training,  and  other  desirable  character¬ 
istics,  and  in  consequence  that  they  grow  up  to  be 
less  useful  citizens  than  the  children  of  parents  with 
medium  or  higher  education  and  income. 

As  pointed  out  in  section  B,  ‘‘Fertility  Trends,”  of 
chapter  II,  the  long-time  downward  trend  in  family 
size  during  past  decades  occurred  primarily  because 
of  attempts  to  space  children  and  avoid  having  more 
than  were  wanted.  In  general,  these  began  and  were 
most  successful  in  the  relatively  prosperous  and 
well-educated  groups,  and  spread  slowly  from  them 
to  others.  Recent  studies  show  that  a  large  majority 
of  the  present  couples  try  to  plan  their  families,  and 
that  it  is  in  the  under-educated  and  low-income 
groups  that  such  efforts  are  least  frequent  and  suc¬ 
cessful.  Fortunately  for  society,  the  infiltration 
process  does  not  appear  to  have  stopped.  There  are 
reasons  for  believing  that  attempts  to  space  children 
will  become  more  common  and  effective  in  the  un¬ 
derprivileged  groups,  and  that  in  consequence  the 
future  will  see  a  lessening  of  fertility  differentials 
between  socio-economic  groups  and  of  their  unfa¬ 
vorable  results.  The  situation  will  be  still  further 
improved  if  families  that  live  in  superior  surround¬ 
ings,  and  that  are  of  superior  biological  stock,  decide 
to  have  more  children  than  other  families. 

In  summary,  except  to  persons  who  overvalue  size 
and  would  like  the  population  of  the  United  States 


to  be  as  large  as  that  of  India  or  China,  a  gradual 
slowing  up  of  our  rate  of  growth  should  appear 
desirable.  It  should  postpone  the  time  when  natural 
resources  will  be  exhausted,  contribute  to  economic 
stability,  and  lessen  the  likelihood  of  deterioration 
of  the  quality  of  the  population.  Unless  our  economy 
has  lost  its  power  of  adaptability,  this  demographic 
change  should  help  to  raise  our  level  of  living,  for 
in  the  long  run  the  less  that  must  be  produced  each 
year  to  provide  for  the  expected  increase  in  popula¬ 
tion,  the  more  it  should  be  possible  to  produce  each 
year  for  current  consumption  by  the  people  already 
present. 

C.  IMPLICATIONS  OF  THE  AGING  OF  THE 
POPULATION 

The  future  changes  in  the  age  distribution  of  our 
people,  like  the  diminution  of  population  growth, 
will  have  highly  significant  repercussions,  some  of 
which  are  simple  and  others  extremely  difficult  to 
evaluate.  The  45  to  55  percent  increase  expected  be¬ 
tween  1945  and  1975  in  the  proportion  of  persons 
65  or  older  in  the  population,  and  the  15  to  40  per¬ 
cent  decrease  expected  in  the  proportion  of  children 
under  five,  should  bring  important  changes  in  the 
demand  for  certain  kinds  of  consumer  goods  and 
services.  Having  7,000,000  to  10,000,000  more  elders 
may  not  affect  greatly  the  consumption  of  many 
basic  types  of  articles,  for  relatively  few  are  used 
primarily  by  these  people.  The  change  in  quantity 
demand  should  be  large,  however,  for  the  things 
which  are  bought  chiefly  for  oldsters — ^canes,  tou¬ 
pees,  hearing  aids,  etc.  The  list  of  things  used  pri¬ 
marily  by  children  is  much  longer,  including  nursing 
equipment,  diapers,  toys,  skates,  and  bicycles ;  hence 
the  expected  decrease  or  small  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  children  will  be  felt  much  more  widely. 

Although  the  50  percent  rise  in  the  proportion  of 
elders  may  not  have  much  effect  on  the  over-all  de- 
,  mand  for  most  types  of  goods  consumed  by  adults, 

I  it  may  affect  the  styling  of  these  items.  The  tastes 
of  most  people  are  believed  to  become  more  conserv¬ 
ative  with  age;  hence  clothing  manufacturers  may 
find  a  relative  decrease  in  the  demand  for  their  more 
extreme  styles.  The  proportion  of  “stouts”  and 
“large  sizes”  among  suits  and  other  garments  should 
rise  slowly  since  waist  lines  and  hips  tend  to  thicken 
with  age.  Other  physiological  changes  which  accom¬ 
pany  age  may  tend  to  support  a  movement  for  lower 
hem  lines  and  to  expand  the  demand  for  the  rejuve¬ 
nating  aids  of  the  cosmetic  industry. 
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Housing 

The  effect  of  age  changes  on  housing  and  institu¬ 
tional  facilities  may  be  more  important  than  their 
effect  on  the  potential  demand  for  consumer  goods. 
The  decrease  in  the  proportion  of  children  in  the 
population  and  the  larger  drop  in  the  proportion  of 
families  having  several  children  have  reduced  the 
demand  for  detached  houses,  especially  for  large 
houses,  and  increased  the  demand  for  apartments.® 
The  increase  in  the  proportion  of  persons  past  50 
also  has  tended  to  stimulate  the  demand  for  apart¬ 
ments.  Both  of  these  influences  undoubtedly  will 
continue  to  operate  in  the  future.  Couples  who  are 
middle-aged  are  less  likely  than  younger  couples  to 
have  small  children  living  with  them,  and  hence  are 
less  likely  to  need  the  yard  that  usually  goes  with 
a  detached  house  but  not  with  an  apartment.  As 
they  grow  older  they  are  less  able  to  do  the  addi¬ 
tional  work  usually  entailed  by  the  extra  rooms  and 
the  independent  heating  system  of  a  house.  For 
couples  no  longer  tied  down  by  children,  anxious  to 
avoid  part  of  the  cold  weather  and  with  the  money 
to  take  a  winter  vacation,  the  ease  with  which  an 
apartment  can  be  left  at  that  season  may  be  of  great 
signiflcance.  A  small  apartment  in  a  building  with 
restaurant  and  cleaning  services  may  have  special 
appeal  to  such  people. 

Estimates  are  not  available  as  yet  of  probable 
future  changes  in  the  number  of  families  composed 
entirely  of  persons  middle-aged  or  older,  but  the 
trends  may  be  judged  roughly  from  the  population 
by  age.  Between  1945  and  1975  the  number  of  per¬ 
sons  aged  20-44  is  expected  to  increase  between  5 
and  20  percent,  the  number  of  persons  aged  45-64 
between  35  and  50  pei'cent,  and  the  number  65  and 
ovei'  between  70  and  100  percent.  It  seems  reason¬ 
able,  therefore,  to  expect  that  during  this  period 
the  rate  of  increase  of  families  composed  solely  of 
persons  45  or  older  will  be  at  least  twice  as  large 
as  tha,t  for  families  with  younger  persons.  At  pres¬ 
ent  a  large  majority  of  the  families  with  no  child 
under  18  and  either  (1)  a  male  head  55  or  older 
with  wife  present,  (2)  a  male  head  45  or  older  of 
other  marital  status,  or  (3)  a  female  head  45  or 
older,  include  no  person  under  45  years  of  age.  In 
1940  thei-e  was  only  about  one  such  family  for  every 
two  others ;  by  1975  there  are  likely  to  be  more  than 
two  such  families  for  every  three  others. 

^^The  cauF.e  and  effect  relationship  in  this  connection  probably  is  not  en¬ 
tirely  one  way,  for  the  low  proportion  of  dwelling  units  with  three  or  more 
bedrooms  among  those  constructed  in  recent  years  probably  has  had  a  tend¬ 
ency  to  restrict  family  size. 


Hospitals  and  homes  for  the  aged 

Attention  was  called  earlier  to  some  of  the  prob¬ 
able  effects  on  the  school  system  of  the  changes  to  be 
expected  in  the  number  of  children.  The  rapid  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  and  proportion  of  elderly 
people  will  bring  corresponding  problems  for  the 
institutions  and  organizations  dealing  with  this 
portion  of  the  population.  In  the  past  elderly  people 
have  customarily  been  cared  for  by  their  relatives 
— usually  their  grovm-up  children.  With  the  de¬ 
crease  in  size  of  family  there  have  been  fewer  chil¬ 
dren  to  do  the  work  involved  in  such  care  and  share 
the  financial  burden.  Furthermore,  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  children  has  restricted  the  range  of 
choice  as  to  which  ones  the  elders  should  live  with. 
Because  doubling  involves  problems  of  adjustment 
this  has  lessened  the  probability  of  establishing  sat¬ 
isfactory  relationships  and  increased  the  likelihood 
of  personality  disturbances  among  parents  and  off¬ 
spring.  The  demographic  factor  has  reenforced  other 
trends  (such  as  the  improvement  in  health  and  in 
economic  conditions)  which  have  tended  to  prolong 
the  independent  life  of  persons  past  middle  age.  A 
continuation  of  this  latter  trend  should  be  helpful 
to  both  generations. 

The  increase  in  the  pi’oportion  of  elderly  people 
has  already  been  sufficiently  large  to  make  persons 
engaged  in  medical  and  public  health  activities  re¬ 
alize  that  the  diseases  and  infirmities  of  later  life 
present  some  of  our  most  serious  health  problems. 
As  time  passes  they  will  merit  a  greater  share  of  the 
effort  of  practicing  physicians  and  medical  research 
institutions;  the  need  for  geriatricians  will  increase 
much  more  rapidly  than  that  for  pediatricians.  At 
younger  ages  acute  illnesses  predominate  but  recov¬ 
ery  is  usually  speedy,  whereas  at  older  ages  chronic 
and  organic  diseases  are  much  more  common  and 
recovery  is  slow.  In  consequence,  the  aging  of  the 
population  means  that  hospitals  will  need  to  plan 
for  changes  in  the  demand  for  their  services — ^not 
much  increase  or  decrease  in  maternity  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  wards,  but  a  large  rise  in  the  potential  num¬ 
ber  of  elderly  patients. 

Rates  charged  by  group  insurance  plans  which 
provide  medical  and  hospital  services  may  need  to 
be  raised  slowly  as  the  average  age  of  the  covered 
population  goes  up,  for  older  people  are  sick  more 
often  than  young  adults  and  need  a  longer  period 
for  convalescence,  both  of  which  will  increase  costs. 
Fortunately,  however,  further  improvements  in, 
medicine  and  public  health  may  counterbalance  the 
effect  of  rising  age  in  this  connection. 
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Since  many  elderly  patients  come  to  a  point  in 
their  recovery  where  they  need  a  long  period  of 
rest  and  care  with  a  minimum  of  medical  treatment, 
institutions  providing  such  services  should  probably 
be  expanded  substantially.  Unlike  the  large  hos¬ 
pitals,  which  usually  are  located  relatively  close  to 
city  centers,  these  rest  homes  might  well  be  devel¬ 
oped  in  suburbs  or  in  resort  areas. 

The  restrictions  on  immigration  plus  the  less  fa¬ 
vorable  mortality  of  men  are  expected  to  bring  a 
substantial  decrease  in  the  ratio  of  men  to  women 
in  the  older  ages  during  coming  decades.  In  1945 
there  were  about  86  men  75  or  older  per  100  women 
of  that  age;  by  1975  there  are  likely  to  be  less  than 
72  per  100.  This  tendency  for  the  sex  ratio  to  de¬ 
crease  needs  to  be  taken  into  account  in  planning 
institutions  for  the  aged. 

Social  security 

Even  though  advances  in  medicine  and  public 
health  improve  the  physical  condition  of  elderly 
people,  the  great  increase  in  their  numbers  seems 
sure  to  mean  a  substantial  increase  in  those  physi¬ 
cally  unable  to  care  for  themselves  throughout  the 
latter  part  of  their  lifetime.  Whether  this  means  a 
corresponding  increase  in  publicly  supported  “homes 
for  the  aged”  depends  in  important  degree  on  the 
development  of  the  social  security  program.  Since 
the  trend  seems  to  be  in  the  direction  of  greater 
coverage  and  larger  benefits,  a  decreasing  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  pei-manently  incapacitated  older  people 
may  need  to  be  cared  for  in  public  institutions.  If 
so,  there  will  need  to  be  a  large  expansion  in  private 
facilities  for  those  who  can  afford  to  pay  for  them. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  65  or  older 
from  about  10,100,000  in  1945  to  between  17,000,- 
000  and  20,000,000  in  1975  will  increase  correspond¬ 
ingly  the  load  on  the  social  security  program.  From 
1940  to  1945  approximately  440,000  men  were 
reaching  “retirement”  age  (65)  each  year;  from 
1970  to  1975  there  will  be  between  660,000  and 
760,000,  an  increase  of  50  to  75  percent.  The  change 
in  the  ratio  of  prospective  pensioners  to  producers 
may  be  even  more  significant.  In  1945  there  were 
12.2  men  of  “retirement”  age  (65  or  older)  per  100 
men  of  “working”  age  (20  to  64)  ;  by  1975  the  ratio, 
will  rise  to  between  15  and  18.  Since  the  coverage 
of  the  “old  age  and  survivors  insurance”  program 
probably  will  be  broadened  in  the  future,  the  respon¬ 
sibilities  of  this  part  of  the  social  security  system 
will  expand  even  more  rapidly. 

Changes  during  the  next  few  decades  in  the  ratio 


of  women  65  or  older  to  women  20-64  will  be  larger 
than  those  for  men,  for  reasons  mentioned  above. 
They  probably  will  have  a  different  impact  on  the 
social  security  program,  however,  because  a  smaller 
proportion  of  women  than  of  men  are  covered  di¬ 
rectly  by  the  retirement  program.  Instead,  a  large 
number  of  women  begin  to  receive  benefits  because 
of  the  death  of  the  husband.  Progress  in  lowering 
death  rates  at  middle  and  older  ages  will  postpone 
widowhood,  lengthen  the  period  during  which  re¬ 
tired  men  receive  benefits,  and  shorten  the  period 
during  which  widows  receive  them. 

Although  the  above-mentioned  developments  will 
pose  serious  problems,  they  should  be  viewed  in 
their  proper  perspective  rather  than  exaggerated. 
The  increase  in  the  ratio  of  “elders”  (65  or  older) 
to  producers  (20-64)  will  be  almost  or  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  a  decrease  in  the  ratio  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  youths  (under  20)  to  producers,  for  per¬ 
sons  aged  20-64  should  constitute  between  58  and 
63  percent  of  the  population  in  1975  as  compared 
with  58.8  percent  in  1940  and  59.2  percent  in  1945. 
In  other  words,  the  ratio  of  all  dependents  to  pro¬ 
ducers  is  more  likely  to  decline  slightly  than  to  rise. 
Since  consumer  goods  on  the  whole  are  produced  a 
relatively  short  time  before  they  are  utilized,  the 
task  of  providing  for  other  persons  should  not  be 
more  onerous  for  persons  of  working  age  in  1975 
than  before  World  War  II,  as  far  as  these  age 
changes  in  the  population  are  concerned. 

With  regard  to  the  fiscal  problems  of  social 
security,  it  should  be  realized  more  generally  that 
if  the  “old  age  and  survivors  insurance”  program 
is  to  continue  to  be  supported  by  pay-roll  deductions 
and  employers’  contributions,  the  rising  ratio  of 
elders  to  producers  will  necessitate  the  accumulation 
of  large  reserves,  or  an  increase  in  the  withholding 
rate.  The  former  means  forced  savings  by  “cov¬ 
ered”  workers  and  employers,  deposited  in  the 
United  States  Treasury.  As  brought  out  earlier,  the 
slowing  up  of  population  growth  should  reduce  the 
need  for  inve.stment  funds,  and  so  should  make  such 
savings  less  desirable  than  formerly  and  make  the 
“pay  as  you  go”  plan  more  advantageous. 

The  productivity  of  the  labor  force 

Although  the  proportion  of  persons  in  the  work¬ 
ing  ages  (20-64)  is  more  likely  to  increase  slightly 
than  to  decrease,  the  resulting  tendency  to  raise  the 
productive  power  of  the  Nation  may  be  offset  by 
changes  in  age  distribution  within  this  group.  In 
1945  there  were  about  53  persons  aged  45-64  per 
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100  aged  20-44;  by  1975  the  ratio  probably  will  be 
between  65  and  69  per  100.  How  much  this  rise  in 
the  proportion  of  older  workers  will  lower  the  aver¬ 
age  efficiency  of  the  labor  force  remains  to  be  seen. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  older  workers  in  general 
lack  the  endurance,  dexterity,  and  adaptability  of 
younger  workers,  and  that  the  latter  lack  the  relia¬ 
bility  and  experience  of  the  former.  Although  the 
net  advantage  at  present  may  lie  with  youth  in  the 
majority  of  occupations,  an  increase  in  labor-saving 
devices  and  in  automatic  controls  may  reduce  or 
eliminate  it  in  the  future.  Whether  this  happens 
may  depend  in  important  degree  on  whether  the 
problem  is  recognized  and  adequate  steps  are  taken 
to  meet  it  in  connection  with  personnel  policies, 
adult  training  programs,  and  other  activities. 

In  the  future  as  in  the  past,  discovery  and  in¬ 
vention  should  lead  to  the  establishment  of  new 
industries  and  to  the  need  for  new  skills  in  others. 
Although  exact  figures  are  not  available  there  are 
indications  that  an  important  proportion  of  the 
workers  required  under  such  conditions  have  been 
obtained  from  the  young  people  cun’ently  joining 
the  labor  force.  As  the  latter  group  becomes  rela¬ 
tively  smaller  in  the  future,  more  persons  will  have 
to  be  taken  from  other  industries.  On  the  whole  they 
will  be  older  persons  who  may  have  acquired  certain 
skills,  but  who  may  have  to  break  established  habits 
as  well  as  fonn  new  ones,  and  hence  may  require 
a  longer  and  more  carefully  planned  training  period. 

As  the  slowing  up  of  population  growth  dimin¬ 
ishes  the  growth  of  the  labor  force  and  raises  the 
ratio  of  workers  past  45  to  those  ydunger,  it  will 
become  increasingly  difficult  to  keep  promotion 
channels  open.  In  the  past  large  increases  in  the 
number  of  new  workers  year  after  year  were  ac¬ 
companied  by  correspondingly  large  relative  in¬ 
creases  in  supervisory  and  management  jobs  all  the 
way  to  the  top.  With  a  low  ratio  of  older  to  younger 
workers,  seniority  could  be  given  much  weight  in 
filling  these  better  jobs;  nevertheless,  an  important 
proportion  of  them  could  still  be  filled  by  younger 
workers.  In  the  future  the  labor  force  will  be  ex¬ 
panding  less  rapidly  (which  should  reduce  the  rate 
of  increase  in  the  number  of  better  jobs),  and  the 
ratio  of  older  to  younger  workers  will  rise.  Giving 
the  same  weight  as  formerly  to  seniority  in  filling 
these  jobs  will  then  leave  few  of  them  for  younger 
workers.  Unless  more  consideration  is  given  to 
ability  and  less  to  seniority  in  connection  with  pro¬ 
motions,  the  capable  younger  men  may  feel  thwarted 
and  may  develop  a  defeatist  attitude  which  will  have 
serious  repercussions  on  the  rank  and  file.  An  im¬ 


portant  part  of  the  support  for  the  American  way 
of  life  stems  from  the  belief  that  an  able  man  can 
rise  to  the  top.  Serious  consequences  could  arise  if 
youth  should  come  to  feel  that  the  channel  was 
severely  clogged  by  age. 

The  decline  in  size  of  family  which  has  occuri-ed 
and  is  expected  to  continue  in  the  future  should  tend 
to  increase  the  proportion  of  women  in  the  labor 
force  at  most  ages,  for  it  lessens  the  years  during 
which  they  are  needed  at  home  to  care  for  their 
children.  For  some  it  will  mean  that  they  can  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  longer,  as  the  starting  of  the  family 
is  postponed.  For  a  larger  number,  however,  it 
means  that  childbearing  and  rearing  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  at  a  younger  age  than  formerly.  The  women 
in  this  group  who  worked  previously  can  return  to 
the  labor  force  earlier,  and  those  without  previous 
work  experience  need  not  wait  as  long  as  formerly 
to  join  the  labor  force  for  the  first  time.  These 
trends  probably  will  have  a  tendency  to  raise  the 
efficiency  of  the  feminine  portion  of  the  labor  force, 
but  the  change  probably  will  not  be  large.  They  are 
certain  to  tend  to  raise  the  proportion  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  in  the  labor  force,  but  this  influence  may  be 
offset  in  varying  degree  by  changes  in  the  desire 
for  employment  and  in  other  nondemographic  fac¬ 
tors. 

“Progress” 

The  increasing  proportion  of  middle-aged  and 
older  persons  in  the  population  as  a  whole  is  likely 
to  be  accompanied  by  corresponding  changes  in  the 
age  composition  of  various  occupational  and.  func¬ 
tional  groups.  In  the  future  as  in  the  past  it  is 
probable  that  the  rise  in  the  average  age  of  voters 
will  mean  a  rise  in  the  average  age  of  public  officials. 
Less  is  known  about  changes  in  the  age  of  stock¬ 
holders,  directors,  and  officials  of  corporations,  but 
presumably  the  same ,  principle  holds  here  also. 
Viffiether  this  will  mean  a  slowing  up  of  progress 
remains  to  be  seen.  A  majority  of  younger  people 
probably  think  that  those  who  are  older  are  too 
conservative  and  too  slow  to  learn  and  change,  and 
hence  that  they  tend  to  delay  progress.  According  to 
this  line  of  reasoning  the  rapidity  of  technological 
advance  in  the  past  is  due  in  important  degree  to 
the  relative  youth  of  our  business  leaders,  which 
made  them  willing  to  scrap  expensive  machines  and 
plant  layouts  if  new  developments  offered  a  chance 
to  cut  production  costs.  Had  our  leaders  been  older, 
as  in  France,  they  say,  our  progress  would  have 
been  slower,  as  it  has  been  there.  Older  people,  in 
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contrast,  probably  think  that  younger  ones  are  too 
unstable  and  inexperienced,  change  too  rapidly,  and 
make  progress  cost  more  than  it  should.  Few  if  any 
international  comparisons  can  be  cited  to  support 
their  point  of  view,  but  there  are  many  illustrations 
within  the  United  States. 

Conclusive  evidence  concerning  the  relation  be¬ 
tween  the  age  distribution  of  the  population  and  its 
leaders  on  the  one  hand,  and  political,  social,  and 
economic  progress  on  the  other,  is  not  available  now, 
and  may  never  be.  However,  psychological  research 
has  proved  fairly  definitely  that  learning  ability  in 
general  reaches  its  peak  at  about  age  20,  declines 
extremely  slowly  to  about  age  50,  and  then  begins 
an  accelerating  downward  trend.  After  age  70  the 
ability  of  the  average  person  to  learn  things  not 
related  to  his  past  experience  is  very  low.  From 
this  standpoint,  therefore,  the  changes  in  age  distri¬ 
bution  will  be  detrimental.  But  while  general  learn¬ 
ing  ability  varies  as  mentioned,  “ability  to  learn 
certain  tasks  of  a  highly  complex  nature  resting 
upon  [previously  acquired]  basic  skills  or  knowledge 
grov/s  until  a  point  well  beyond  the  age  of  20  years. 
Ability  to  exercise  sound  business  judgment  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  into  middle  age  and  is,  in  fact,  one 
of  the  last  abilities  to  be  lost  in  old  age.”^“  These 
latter  relationships  will  help  to  reduce  the  unfavor¬ 
able  effect  of  the  expected  age  changes  on  the  gen¬ 
eral  ability  to  learn. 

Another  mitigating  factor  is  that  the  amount 
learned  does  not  depend  entirely  on  ability  to  learn; 
habits  and  the  desire  to  learn  are  important  too. 
Although  exact  information  is  lacking  as  to  how 
these  qualities  vary  with  age,  there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  habits  and  desires  of  most  people  are  more 
favorable  to  learning  when  they  are  young  adults 
than  when  they  are  middle-aged  or  older.  The  hope¬ 
ful  element  in  the  situation  is  that  these  qualities  are 
subject  to  human  control  in  much  greater  degree 
than  ability  to  learn.  During  the  next  30  years  it 
should  be  possible  to  change  the  attitudes  of  many 
people  toward  continuing  to  learn,  and  to  expand 
and  broaden  adult  educational  programs  in  sufficient 
degree  to  more  than  offset  the  adverse  effect  of  the 
rising  average  age  of  the  population  on  its  general 
learning  ability. 

Unless  something  is  accomplished  along  the  fore¬ 
going  lines,  an  increase  in  the  average  age  of  politi¬ 
cal  and  business  leaders,  and  especially  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  them  past  65,  probably  will  mean  a  less 
efficient  world.  Scientific  discoveries  and  other 

lOR-ach.  Floyd  L.,  Psuchologu  and  Life,  Scott,  Foresman  &  Company,  1941, 
p.  S29. 


developments  which  constantly  occur  call  currently 
for  new  learning  on  the  part  of  public  and  private 
policy-makers  if  their  decisions  are  not  to  deterio¬ 
rate  in  quality.  This  learning  becomes  progressively 
harder  after  50 ;  hence  older  persons  tend  increas¬ 
ingly  to  react  to  current  problems  on  the  basis  of 
knowledge  and  experience  acquired  in  the  more  dis¬ 
tant  past  rather  than  on  what  should  have  been 
acquired  more  recently.  In  order  to  prevent  such 
unfavorable  results  even  though  the  period  of  learn¬ 
ing  is  prolonged  through  some  sort  of  adult  educa¬ 
tional  program,  it  may  be  advisable  for  middle-aged 
and  older  people,  as  they  become  more  numerous  in 
the  population,  to  refrain  from  increasing  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of  their  group  in  positions  of  power. 

The  increase  in  the  proportion  of  persons  middle- 
aged  or  older  may  mean  greater  support  for  the 
cultural  aspects  of  life.  Young  adults  tend  to  be 
busy  establishing  themselves  in  a  business  or  pro¬ 
fession,  raising  a  family,  and  having  a  good  time. 
As  they  grow  older  they  tend  to  place  more  value 
on  leisure  and  become  more  reflective,  perhaps  be¬ 
cause  the  inner  driving  force  is  weaker  or  their 
ideas  as  to  the  goal  of  life  have  changed.  Some  of 
those  who  have  made  a  secure  place  for  themselves 
become  generous  patrons  and  supporters  of  the  arts 
and  sciences.  • 

The  foregoing  list  of  probable  effects  of  slower 
growth  and  increasing  age  is  obviously  far  from 
complete.  It  will  have  served  its  major  purpose, 
however,  if  it  calls  attention  to  the  types  of  changes 
to  be  expected  and  their  influences,  and  stimulates 
thinking  about  them  and  also  about  what  can  be 
done  to  meet  them.  If  our  business,  political,  and 
cultural  leaders  perform  their  function  in  this  field 
and  the  general  public  is  adequately  advised  as  to 
the  trend  of  events,  the  demographic  future  may  be 
faced  with  confidence. 

D.  A  PRONATAL  PROGRAM? 

In  Canada  and  most  of  the  Western  European 
nations,  the  long-time  decline  of  the  birth  rate  and 
the  slowing  up  of  population  growth  have  led  to  the 
adoption  of  governmental  programs  designed  to  re¬ 
verse,  or  at  least  to  check,  these  trends.  In  one  of 
these  nations  (France)  the  population  had  de¬ 
creased  in  various' years  before  the  program  was 
adopted.  In  several  of  them  {e.g.,  Sweden)  there 
had  been  no  such  decrease,  but  birth  rates  by  age 
of  mother  were  so  low  that  their  continuation  would 
mean  the  beginning  of  a  decrease  within  a  few 
years  and  an  increasingly  rapid  decline  thereafter. 
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In  others  {e,g,y  Italy)  it  was  a  continuation  of  the 
downward  trend  of  fertility  that  was  feared.  The 
programs  adopted  have  been  of  two  general  types : 
(1)  The  provision  of  services  paid  by  public  funds 
{e.g.y  school  lunches,  dental  and  medical  care  for 
mothers  and  children,  lower  rents  for  large  families) 
and  (2)  the  payment  of  money  to  families  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  number  of  their  children. 

From  1941  to  1946  birth  rates  by  age  of  mother  in 
the  United  States  were  well  above  the  limits  neces¬ 
sary  to  maintain  a  stationary  population.  In  fact, 
if  the  birth  and  death  rates  at  each  age  were  to 
continue  indefinitely  as  they  were  during  these  six 
years,  the  rate  of  population  increase  would  stabilize 
at  about  6.7  percent  per  decade,  somewhat  less  than 
the  actual  rate  of  7.2  during  the  1930^s.  Partly  for 
this  reason  there  has  been  little  talk  during  recent 
years  of  the  need  for  a  pronatal  program  in  the 
United  States.  But  when  the  birth  rate  slumps  from 
the  postwar  peak,  as  it  is  expected  to  do  after  1947, 
there  is  quite  likely  to  be  a  great  increase  in  popular 
interest  in  the  plans  developed  by  Canada,  Sweden, 


and  other  nations,  and  a  demand  by  more  and  more 
people  that  something  be  done  in  the  United  States, 
In  such  a  situation  it  will  be  especially  desirable 
to  have  an  informed  public  opinion  with  regard  to 
probable  demographic  trends  and  their  implications. 
Careful  thought  should  be  given  to  the  advantages 
and  disadvantages  of  various  rates  of  growth.  If 
fertility  rates  become  so  low  and  families  so  small 
that  population  growth  will  dwindle  rapidly  and  a 
decrease  begin  in  a  relatively  few  years,  the  conse¬ 
quences  will  be  serious  to  the  Nation  and  its  people. 
Under  such  conditions  support  should  be  rallied  to 
a  program  designed  to  raise  fertility  rates  and  en¬ 
large  families.  On  the  other  hand,  if  fertility  rates 
and  children  per  family  continue  to  be  adequate  to 
prevent  population  growth  from  slowing  up  too 
rapidly,  the  strongest  pronatal  program  needed 
from  an  economic  standpoint  would  be  one  designed 
to  check  further  declines  in  fertility  and  family  size 
in  the  immediate  future,  and  later  to  bring  them 
up  to  the  replacement  level  if  they  are  below  it. 


DETAILED  TABLES 
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Table  I.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS  OF  MEDIUM 
FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES: 
JULY  1  OF  EACH  YEAR,  1946  TO  1950 


COLOR,  ACK,  AND  PKX 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)^ 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


ALL  CLASSES 
Total,  all  a^res . 


Under  5  years.,,_, 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years . 

20  to  24  years _ 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years...... 

40  to  44 
45  to  49 
50  to  54 
55  to  59 
60  to  64 
65  to  69 
70  to  74 
75  years 

14  years  and  over. 

21  years  and  over. 


years . 

years . 

years.— . 

years . 

years._ . 

years . 

years . 

and  over.. 


Median  age  (years) . 

Adjusted  for  census  under¬ 
enumeration  of  children 


All  ages . 

Under  5  years — 


Male,  all  ages... 


Under  5  years..._ . 

5  to  9  years._ . 

10  to  14  years..._ . 

15  to  19  years . 

20  to  24  years . . 

25  to  29  yeara . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years..._ . 

40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years . 

60  to  54  years..,.. . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years _ 

70  to  74  years _ 

75  years  and  over.. 


14  years  and  over . 

21  vears  and  over . 


Median  age  (years).. 


Adjusted  for  census  under¬ 
enumeration  of  children 

.Ml  ages.. 


Under  5  years.... 


Female,  all  ages.. 


Under  5  years . 

5  to  9  years..._ . 

lO  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years  ... . 

20  to  24  years.-.- . 

25  to  29  years...- . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . 


40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years.: . 

50  to  54  years.. . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years.  . . 

75  years  and  over — 

14  years  and  over _ 

21  years  and  over _ 

Median  age  (yeans).. 


enumeration  of  children 


All  aces . 

Under  5  years . 


19402 

(Census) 

1945s 

1946S 

1917 

1948 

1949 

1950 

131,669 

139,621 

140,840 

142,186 

143,329 

144,457 

145,460 

10,542 

13,147 

13,268 

13,346 

12,856 

12,538 

12,141 

10,685 

11,347 

11,627 

12,095 

12,864 

13,401 

13,894 

11,746 

10,649 

10,615 

10,654 

10,857 

11,126 

11,301 

12,334 

11,652 

11,456 

11,212 

10,937 

10,694 

10,692 

11,588 

12,158 

12,125 

12,040 

11,909 

11,742  • 

11,555 

11,097 

11,470 

11,598 

11,755 

11,904 

12,001 

12,030 

10,242 

11,007 

11,079 

11,123 

11,163 

11,227 

11,329 

9,545 

10,151 

10,288 

10,439 

10,591 

10,724 

10,829 

8,788 

9,401 

9,501 

9,597 

9,694 

9,803 

9,928 

,  8,255 

8,551 

8,639 

8,749 

8.869 

8,989 

9,103 

7,257 

7,884 

7,941 

7,982 

8,020 

8,071 

8,145 

5,868 

6,789 

6,926 

7,049 

7,157 

7,250 

7,329 

4,760 

5,306 

5,457 

5,621 

5,787 

5,946 

6,089 

3,748 

4,071 

4,142 

4,216 

4,296 

4,395 

4,511 

2,561 

2,962 

3,012 

3,055 

3,093 

3,135 

3,184 

2,655 

3,077 

3,165 

3,253 

3,333 

3,416 

3,498 

101,103 

106,698 

107,477 

108,165 

108,802 

109,535 

110,308 

83,997 

90,411 

91,480 

92,508 

93,485 

94,425 

95,304 

29.0 

29.7 

29.9 

30.0 

30.2 

30.3 

30.5 

.  132,532 

140,484 

1^1,710 

143,062 

144,176 

145,280 

146,259 

11,404 

14,009 

14,138 

14,222 

13,702 

13,360 

12,941 

66,062 

69,695 

70,260 

70,890 

71,416 

71,935 

72,396 

5 , 355 

6,702 

6,764 

6,804 

6 , 553 

6,389 

6,190 

5.419 

5,777 

5,920 

6,167 

6,563 

6,839 

7,095 

5,952 

5,399 

5 , 387 

5,407 

5,516 

5,659 

5,751 

6,180 

5,895 

5,805 

5,683 

5,542 

5,416 

6,365 

5,692 

6,035 

6,042 

6,025 

5,983 

5,919 

5,842 

5  451 

5,590 

5,665 

5,762 

5,857 

5,927 

5,963 

5  070 

5,385 

fi,408 

5,418 

5,428 

5,457 

5,512 

4,746 

5,014 

5,071 

5,133 

5,195 

5.248 

5,287 

4  419 

4,661 

4,704 

4,746 

4,788 

4,835 

4,888 

4 , 209 

4,275 

4,304 

4,344 

4,392 

4,440 

4,488 

3,753 

3,977 

3,900 

3,996 

4,000 

4,011 

4,034 

3,025 

3,455 

3,509 

3,554 

3,590 

3,620 

3,644 

•2,413 

2,677 

2,749 

2,827 

2,904 

2,974 

3,033 

1 , 869 

2,006 

2,040 

2,075 

2,112 

2,159 

2,214 

1,265 

1,423 

1,444 

1,461 

1,475 

1,493 

1,514 

1,244 

1,422 

1,457 

1,490 

1,518 

1 , 548 

1,577 

..  50,5.54 

52,943 

.53,277 

53,563 

53,822 

54,135 

54,474 

42,005 

44,714 

45,180 

45,631 

46,062 

46,479 

46,867 

29.1 

29.5 

29.6 

29.7 

29.7 

29.8 

30.0 

-  66 , 51 8 

70,152 

70.721 

71,354 

71 , 834 

72,372 

72,819 

5,811 

7,158 

7,225 

7,268 

7,001 

6,826 

6,613 

-  65,608 

69,926 

70,580 

71,296 

71,914 

72,522 

73,061 

5,187 

6,445 

6, -"03 

6 , 542 

6,303 

6,148 

5,951 

5  296 

5,570 

5,707 

5.929 

6,300 

6,561 

6,799 

5,794 

5,250 

5,228 

5,247 

5,341 

5,467 

.5,551 

6 , 1 53 

5,756 

5 , 6.50 

5 , 529 

5,396 

5,278 

5,228 

5 .  SQ.5 

6,122 

6 , 083 

6,016 

5,927 

5,822 

5,713 

5,646 

5 , 880 

5,933 

5,993 

6,046 

6,074 

6,067 

5,172 

5,621 

'  5,671 

5,705 

5,735 

5,770 

5,817 

4,800 

5.137 

5,217 

5,. 306 

5,395 

5,476 

5 , 542 

4,369 

4,730 

4,797 

4,851 

4,906 

4,968 

5,040 

4,046 

4,277 

4,335 

4,404 

4,477 

4,549 

4,615 

3,  ,504 

3,907 

3,951 

3,987 

4.020 

4.060 

4,111 

2.843 

3,334 

3,417 

3,495 

3,567 

3,630 

3,685 

2.3-17 

2,629 

2,707 

.2,794 

2,884 

2,972 

3,056 

l]s7Q 

2,065 

2,102 

2,141 

2,184 

2,2.36 

2,298 

1,296 

1,539 

1 , 569 

1 , 594 

1,618 

1,643 

1,670 

1,411 

1 , 655 

1,709 

1 , 763 

1,815 

1 , 868 

1,921 

50,549 

53,755 

54 , 200 

54,602 

54,980 

65,401 

55,835 

...  41,992 

45,697 

46 , 300 

46,877 

47,424 

47,946 

48,437 

29.0 

29.9 

30.2 

30.3 

30.6 

30.8 

31.1 

...  66,014 

70,332 

70,990 

71,708 

72,312 

72,908 

73,440 

.  .1  5,. 593 

6,S5J 

6,913 

6,954 

6,701 

6,534 

6,327 

1940 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

19,50 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100  0 

100.0 

100.0 

300  0 

8.0 

9.4 

9.4 

9.4 

9.0 

8.7 

8.3 

8.1 

8.1 

8.3 

8.5 

9.0 

9.3 

9.6 

8.9 

7.6 

7.5 

7.5 

7.6 

7.7 

7.8 

9.4 

8.3 

8.1 

7.9 

7.6 

7.4 

7.3 

8.8 

8.7 

8.6 

8.5 

8.3 

8.1 

7.9 

8.4 

8.2 

8.2 

8.3 

8.3 

8.3 

.8.3 

7.8 

7.9 

7.9 

7.8 

7.8 

7.8 

7.8 

7.2 

7.3 

7.3 

7.3 

7.4 

7.4 

7.4 

6.7 

6.7 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

6.8 

6.8 

6.3 

.  6.1 

6.1 

6.2 

6.2 

6.2 

6.3 

5.5 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

4.5 

4.9 

4.9 

5.0 

5.0 

5.0 

5.0 

3.6 

3.8 

3.9 

4.0 

4.0 

4. 1 

4.2 

2.8 

2.9 

2.9 

3.0 

3.0 

3.0 

3.1 

1.9 

2.1 

2.1 

2.1 

2.2 

2.2 

2.0 

2.2 

2.2 

2.3 

2.3 

2.4 

2.4 

76.8 

76.4 

76.3 

76.1 

75.9 

75.8 

75.8 

63.8 

64.8 

65.0 

65.1 

65.2 

65. 4 

65 . 5 

100.0 

100  0 

100.0 

100.0 

100  0 

100  0 

100.0 

8.1 

9.6 

9.6 

9.6 

9.2 

8.9 

•  8.6 

8.2 

8.3 

8.4 

8.7 

9.2 

9.5 

9.8 

9.0 

7.7 

7.7 

7.6 

7,7 

7.9 

7.9 

9.4 

8.5 

8.3 

8.0 

7.8 

7.5 

7.4 

8.6 

8.7 

8.6 

8.5 

8.4 

8.2 

8.1 

8.3 

8.0 

8.1 

8.1 

8.2 

8.2 

8.2 

7.7 

7.7 

7.7 

7.6 

7.6 

7.6 

7.6 

7.2 

7.2 

'7.2 

7.2 

7.3 

7.3 

7.3 

6.7 

6.7 

6.7 

6.7 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

6.4 

6.1 

6.1 

6.1 

6.1 

8.2 

6.2 

5.7 

5.7 

5.7 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

4.6 

5.0 

5.0 

5,0 

5.0 

5.0 

5.0 

,  3.7 

3.8 

3.9 

4.0 

4.1 

4.1 

4.2 

2.8 

2.9 

2.9 

2.9 

3.0 

3.0 

3.1 

1.9 

2.0 

2.1 

2.1 

2.1 

2.1 

2.1 

1.9 

2.0 

2.1 

2.1 

2.1 

2.2 

2.2 

76.5 

76.0 

75.8 

75.6 

75.4 

75.3 

75.2 

63.6 

64.2 

64.3 

64.4 

64.5 

64.6 

64.7 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

7.9 

9.2 

9.2 

9.2 

8.8 

8.5 

8.1 

8.0 

8.0 

8.1 

8.3 

8.8 

9.0 

9.3 

8.8 

7.5 

7,4 

7.4 

7.4 

7.5 

7.6 

9.4 

8.2 

8.0 

7.8 

7.5 

7.3 

7.2 

9.0 

8.8 

8.6 

8.4 

8.2 

8.0 

7.S 

8.6 

8.4 

8.4 

8.4 

8.4 

8.4 

•  S.3 

7.9 

8.0 

8.0 

8.0 

8.0 

8.0 

8.0 

7.3 

7.3 

7.4 

7.4 

7.5 

7.6 

7.6 

6.7 

6.8 

6.8 

6.8 

6.8 

6.9 

6.9 

6.2 

6.1 

6.1 

6.2 

6.2 

6.3 

6.3 

5.3 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

4.3 

4.S 

4.8 

4.9 

5.0 

5.0 

5.0 

3.6 

3.S 

3.8 

3.9 

4.0 

4.1 

4.2 

2.9 

3.0 

3.0 

3.0 

3.0 

3.1 

3.1 

2.0 

2.2 

2.2 

2.2 

2.2 

2.3 

2.3 

2.2 

2.4 

2.4 

2.5 

2.5 

•2.6 

2.6 

77.0 

76.9 

76.8 

76.6 

76.5 

76.4 

76.4 

64.0 

65.4 

65.6 

65.7 

65.9 

66.1 

66.3 

. 

. 

ipublished  totals  were  obtained  by  roundin.g  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
age,  and  sex. 

2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 

^Revised  estimates  of  the  population  by  color.  a.ge,  and  sex,  for  July  1, 
1945.  and  current  estimates  for  July  1,  1945.  prepared  after  these  forecasts 
had  been  completed,  have  been  published  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in 


“Estimated  Population  of  the  United  States,  by  Age,  Color,  and  Sex:  1940  to 
1946,"  Population — Special  Reports,  Series  P-47,  No.  3,  April  3,  1947.  The 
revised  figures  for  1945  differ  only  sli.ghtly  from  those  shovrn  above.  The 
estimates  of  total  ponulatlon  for  1945  and  1946  published  in  the  release  are, 
respectively,  139,586,000  and  141.229.000. 

'^An  estimate  made  in  March,  1947,  indicates  a  population  of  about 
143,900,000  on  July  1,  1947. 
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Table  I.- 


FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS  OF  MEDIUM 

mortality  and  no  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1,  1915,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES' 
JULY  1  OF  EACH  YEAR,  1916  TO  1950-Continued  uiNiii^u  blAl ES. 


COUOR,  AGE,  AND  SEX 


WHITE 

Total,  all  a"Rs . 

Under  5  years . 

o  to  9  years._ . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years . . . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . 

40  to  44  years . . . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years . . 

60  to  64  .years. . . 

65  to  69  years . . 

70  to  74  year.s . 

75  years  and  over . . 

14  years  and  over.. . 

21  years  and  oyer . 

Median  age  (years) . 

Adjusted  for  census  under- 
enumeration  of  children 

All  ages . ' . . 

Under  5  years . 

Male,  all  ages . 

Under  5  years . 

5  to  9  years. . . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years. . . 

20  to  24  years . . . 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . . . 

35  to  39  3'ears . 

40  to  44  years . . . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years._ . 

65  to  69  yeans . . 

70  to  74  years . . . 

75  j^ears  and  over . 

14  years  and  over . . . 

21  j’ears  and  over . 

Median  age  (years) . 

Adjusted  for  census  under- 
enumeration  of  children 

All  ages . 

Under  5  j'ears . I""'"'' 

Female,  all  ages . 

Under  5  j^ears . 

5  to  9  3'ears . 

10  to  14  j'ears . 

15  to  19  .vears . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  31  .vears . 

35  to  39  years . 

40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  .years . ^ 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years.„ . 

60  to  64  j’ears . 

65  -to  69  j^ears . 

70  to  74  j-ears . 

75  years  and  over . 

14  j'-ear.s  and  over . 

21  i’ear.s  and  over . 

Median  ago  (years) . 

Adjusl<“d  f£>r  roijsus  under- 
cmimt-ra’inn  of  children 

All  acres . 

Under  5  years . . 


POPULATl 

ON  (in  thousands)  1 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

19403 

(Census) 

19453 

1946* 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1910 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

118,215 

125,053 

126,095 

127,246 

128,220 

129,176 

130,017 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100  0 

100.0 

9,230 

9,329 

10,353 

10,984 

10,340 

9,904 

9,206 

8,517 

7,936 

7,533 

6,680 

5,427 

4,417 

3,499 

2,4G1 

2,480 

91,428 
76 , 244 

29.5 

11,533 

9,815 

9,295 

10,275 

10,814 

10,248 

9,846 

9,154 

8,426 

7,757 

7,234 

6,288 

4,935 

3,797 

2,778 

2,859 

96,300 

81,993 

30.3 

11,642 

10,055 

9,238 

10,089 

10,773 

10,362 

9,909 

9,275 

8,529 
7,822 
7,280 
6,414 
5,078 
'  3 , 864 

2,824 
2,941 

97,035 

82.951 

30.4 

11,711 
10,461 
9,257 
9 , 8:54 
10,684 
10,499 
9,953 
9,400 

8,636 

7,902 

7,311 

6,524 

5,233 

3,936 

2,863 

3,022 

97,628 

83,868 

30.6 

11,251 
11',  163 
9,417 
9,594 
10,552 
10,626 

9.994 
9.521 

8,748 

7.995 
7,339 
6,620 
5,391 
4,014 
2,899 
3,097 

98,173 

84,738 

30.8 

10,966 

11,639 

9,638 

9,362 

10,387 

10,706 

10,055 

9,628 

8,864 

8,094 

7,377 

6,701 

5,540 

4,109 

2,939 

3,174 

98,796 

85,567 

30.9 

10,620 
12,069 
.  9,778 
9,252 
10,206 
10,722 
10,147 
9,715 

'8,983 

8,197 

7,432 

6,768 

5,672 

4,219 

2,985 

3,250 

99,443 
86 , 337 

31.2 

7.8 

7.9 
8.8 

9.3 

8.7 

8.4 

7.8 
7.2 

6.7 

6.4 

5.7 

4.6 

3.7 
3.0 
2.0 
2.1 

77.3 

64.5 

9.2 

7.8 
7.4 

8.2 
8.6 
8.2 

7.9 

7.3 

6.7 
6.2 

5.8 
5.0 

3.9 
3.0 
2.2 

2.3 

77.1 

65.6 

9.2 
8.0 

7.3 
8.0 
8.5 
8.2 
7.9 

7.4 

6.8 
6.2 
,  5,8 

5.1 
4.0 

3.1 

2.2 
2.3 

77.0 

65.8 

9.2 

8.2 

7.3 

7.7 

8.4 

5.3 

7.8 

7.4 

6.8 
6.2 
5.7 

5. 1 

4.1 

3.1 

2.2 

2.4 

76.7 
6.5 . 9 

8.8 

8.7 

7.3 
7.5 
8.2 

8.3 

7.8 

7.4 

6.8 
6.2 
5.7 

5.2 

4.2 
3.1 

2.3 

2.4 

76.6 

66.1 

8.5 
9.0 

7.5 

7.2 
S.O 

8.3 

7.8 

7.5 

6.9 

6.3 
5.7 

5.2 

4.3 

3.2 

2.3 

2.5 

76.5 

66.2 

8.2 

9.3 
7. 5 

7.1 
7.9 

8.2 
7.8 

7.5 

6.6 

6.3 
5.7 

5.2 

4.4 

3.2 

2.3 

2.5 

76.5 

65.4 

118.841 

Q  856 

125,680 

126,728 

127,882 

128,831 

11,862 

129,769 

130,594 

11,558 

11,197 

59,449 

62,540 

63,021 

63,558 

64,004 

64,442 

64.826 

100.0 

100.0 

100  0 

100.0 

100.0 

100  0 

100.0 

4,701 
4,745 
5,259 
5,516 
5,114 
4,892 
4,. 573 
4,254 

3,995 

3,843 

3,452 

2,790 

2,232 

1 , 737 
1,183 
1,162 

45,823 

3S, 198 

29.5 

5,895 

5,008 

4,725 

5,210 

5,382 

5,022 

4,842 

4,536 

4.196 
3,882 
3,651 

3.196 
2,481 
1,864 
1,320 
1,322 

47,903 

40,628 

30.0 

5,952 

5,132 

4,699 

5,124 

5,381 

5,087 

4,863 

4,587 

4,241 
3,903 
3,660 
3,247 
2,550 
1,896 
i  1,347 
1,353 

48,191 

41,047 

30.1 

5,987 

5,346 

4,709 

5,006 

5,357 

5,169 

4,875 

4,640 

4,288 

3,934 

3,661 

3,287 

2,624 

1,929 

1 , 363 
1,384 

48,436 

41,449 

30.2 

5,7^2 

5,708 

4,795 

4,873 

5,311 

5,248 

4,888 

4,690 

4,336 

3,972 

3,662 

3,320 

2,698 

1,965 

1,377 

1,410 

48.656 

41 , 833 

30.3 

5,605 

5,953 

4,912 

4,754 

5,246 

5,304 

4,915 

4,734 

4,386 

4,015 

3,668 

3,345 

2,764 

2,009 

1,393 

1,437 

48,918 

42,200 

30.5 

5,430 

6,177 

4,987 

4,698 

5,170 

5,329 

4,964 

4,767 

4,436 

4,059 

3,684 

3,365 

2,820 

2,061 

1,413 

1 , 464 

49,108 

42,5.39 

30.6 

7.9 

8.0 

8.8 

9.3 

8.6 

8.2 

7.7 
7.2 

6.7 
6.5 

5.8 

4.7 

3.8 

2.9 
2.0 
2.0 

77.1 

64.3 

9.4 

8.0 

7.6 

8.3 

8.6 
8.0 

7.7 

7.3 

6.7 
6.2 

5.8 

5.1 
4.0 
3.0 

2.1 
2.1 

76.6 

65.0 

9.4 
8.1 

7.5 
8.1 

8.5 
8.1 

7.7 
7.3 

6.7 
6.2 

5.8 
5.2 
4.0 
3.0 
2.1 
2.1 

76.5 
65 . 1 

9.4 

8.4 

7.4 
7.9 

8.4 
8.1 

7.7 
7.3 

6.7 
6.2 

5.8 
5.2 

4.1 
3.0 

2.1 
2.2 

76.2 

65.2 

9.0 

8.9 

7.5 

7.6 

8.3 
8.2 

7.6 

7.3 

6.8 

6.2 

5.7 

5.2 

4.2 

3.1 

2.2 
2.2 

76.0 

65,4 

8.7 

9.2 
7.6 
7.4 
8.1 

8.2 

7.6 
7.3 

6.8 
6.2 

5.7 

5.2 

4.3 

3.1 

2.2 
2.2 

75.0 

65.5 

8.4 

9.5 
7.7 
7.?: 
8.0 
8.2 

7.7 
7.4 

6.8 

6.3 
5.7 

5.2 

4.4 

3.2 

2.2 
2.. 3 

75.9 

65.6 

59,781 

5  034 

62,872 

A  OOT 

63,. 3,57 
6,287 

63,896 

6,324 

64,328 

64,758 

65,132 

5,737 

O  f 

6,076 

5,922 

58,766 

62,513 

63,074 

63,688 

64,216 

64,734 

65,191 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100  0 

100.0 

4,528 

4,584 

5,094 

5,448 

5,227 

5,012 

4,633 

4 , 262 

3,94J 

3 , 690 
3,229 
2,637 
2,184 
1,762 
1,217 
1,318 

45 , 605 

38,046 

29.5 

5,630 

4,806 

4,570 

5,065 

5,431 

5,226 

5,004 

4,618 

4,220 

3,875 

3,583 

3,092 

2,454 

1,933 

1,449 

1,537 

48,457 

41,364 

30.5 

5,691 

4,923 

4 ,  ,539 
4,905 
5,392 
5,275 
5,046 
4,688 

4,288 

3,918 

3,620 

3,167 

2,528 

1,969 

1,477 

1,587 

48,844 

41,904 

30.7 

5,724 
5,115 
4,548 
4,848 
5,. 327 
5,331 
5,077 
4,700 

4,349 

3,968 

3,650 

3,237 

2,609 

2,007 

1 , 500 
1,638 

49,192 

42,419 

30.9 

5,499 

5,455 

4,622 

4,722 

5,241 

5,378 

5,106 

4,830 

4,412 

4.022 

3,677 

3,300 

2,693 

2,050 

1 , 522 
1,687 

49,518 

42,906 

31.2 

5,360 

5,686 

4,726 

4,608 

5,140 

5,402 

5,1.39' 

4,894 

.  4,478 
4,079 
3,708 
3,3.55 
2,775 
2,100 
1,545 
1,737 

40,878 

43,368 

31.4 

5,189 

5,892 

4,792 

4,555 

5,036 

5,393 

5,183 

4,948 

4,547 

4,138 

3,747 

3,402 

2,852 

2,158 

1,571 

1,786 

50,245 

43,799 

31.7  . 

7.7 

7.8 

8.7 

9.3 

8.9 
8-5 

7.9 

7.3 

6.7 

6.3 

5. 5 

4.5 
-  3.7 

3.0 

2.1 

2.2 

77.6 

64.7 

9.0 

7.7 

7.3 
8.1 

8.7 

8.4 
8.0 

7.4 

6.5 
0.2 

5.7 

4.9 

3.9 

3. 1 
2.3 

2.5 

77.  h 
66.2 

9.0 

7.8 

7.2 

7.9 
8.5 

8.4 
8.0 

7.4 

6.8 

6.2 
5.7 
5.0 
4.0 
3.1 
2.3 

2.5 

77.4 

66.4 

9.0 

8.0 

7.1 

7.6 
8.4 

8.4 
8.0 

7.5 

6.8 

6.2 

5.7 

5.1 

4. 1 

3.2 
2.4 

2.6 

77.2 

60.6 

8.6 

8.0 

7.2 

7.4 

8.2 

8.4 
8.0 

7.5 

6.9 

6.3 
5.7 

5.1 

4.2 

3.2 

2.4 

2.6 

77.1 

66.8 

8.3 
8.8 

7.3 

7.1 
7.9 

8.3 

7.9 

7.6 

6.9 

6.3 

5.7 
0.2 

4.3 

3.2 

2.4 

2.7 

77.0 

67.0 

8.0 

9.0 

7.3 
7.0 

7. 7 

8.3 
8.0 

7.6 

7.0 

6.3 

5.7 

5.2 

4.4 

3.3 

2.4 

2.7 

77.1 

67.2 

59 , OGO 
4,822 

62 , XOS 
5,933 

63,371 

63 , 987 

64,, 503 

05,011 

65,462 

.  5,988 

6 , 023 

5,786 

5,637 

5,460 

. L 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
age,  and  sex. 

2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 

^Revised  estimates  of  the  population  by  color,  age,  and  sex,  for  July  1, 
1945,  and  current  estimates  for  July  1,  1946,  prepared  after  these  forecasts 


had  been  completed,  have  been  published  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in 
“Estimated  Population  of  the  United  States,  by  Age,  Color,  and  Sex:  1940  to 
1946,”  Population — Special  Reports,  Series  P-47,  No.  3,  April  3,  1947.  The 
levised  figures  for  1945  difter  onlj'  slig'htly  from  those  shown  above.  The 
estimates  of  total  population  for  1945  and  1946'  published  in  the  release  are. 
respectively,  139,586,000  and  141,229.000. 
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MEDIUM  FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY,  NO  IMMIGRATION 


Table  I— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOB,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS  OF  MEDIUM 
FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES: 
JULY  1  OF  EACH  YEAR,  1946  TO  1950— Continued 


COLOR,  AGE,  AND  BEX 

POPULATION  (in  thousands)' 

^  PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

1940* 

(Census) 

1945» 

1946* 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1940 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

NONWHITE 

Total,  all  ages . 

13,454 

14,568 

14,745 

14,941 

15,110 

15,281 

15,443 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Tinder  .6  yfiara . 

1,312 

1,613 

1,625 

1,636 

1,605 

1,672 

1,621 

9.8 

11.1 

11.0 

10.9 

10.6 

10.3 

9.9 

5  to  0  years _ 

1,356 

1,533 

1,572 

1,634 

1,701 

1,761 

1,825 

10.1 

10.5 

10.7 

10.9 

11.3 

11.5 

11.8 

10  to  14  years. . . 

1,393 

1,354 

1,377 

1,398 

1,440 

1,488 

1,523 

10.4 

9.3 

.9.3 

9.4 

9.5 

9.7 

9.9 

15  to  19  yearB._  . 

1,369 

1,377 

1,367 

1,358 

1,343 

1,332 

1,340 

10.2 

9.4 

9.3 

9.1 

8.9 

8.7 

8.7 

20  to  24  years..— . 

1,248 

1,344 

1,351 

1,356 

1,357 

1,355 

1,349 

9.3 

9.2 

9.2 

9.1 

9.0 

8.9 

8.7 

25  to  29  years...  . . 

1,192 

1,221 

1,236 

1,256 

1,277 

1,295 

1,308 

8.9 

8.4 

8.4 

8.4 

8.5 

8.5 

8.5 

30  to  34  years  .  ..  ._  _ 

1,036 

1,161 

1,170 

1,171 

1,170 

1,172 

1,182 

7.7 

8.0 

7.9 

7.8 

7.7 

7.7 

7.7 

35  to  39  years.- . 

1,029 

998 

1,013 

1,039 

1,070 

1,096 

1,114 

7.6 

6.8 

6,9 

7.0 

7.1 

7.2 

7.2 

40  to  44  years . . 

852 

975 

973 

960 

946 

939 

944 

6.3 

6.7 

6.6 

6.4 

6.3 

6.1 

6.1 

45  to  49  years  _ 

722 

794 

818 

846 

874 

895 

906 

5.4 

5.5 

5.5 

5.7 

5.8 

5.9 

5.9 

50  to  54  years . . 

577 

650 

661 

671 

681 

695 

713 

4.3 

4.6 

4.6 

4.5 

4.5 

4.5 

4.6 

55  to  59  years.  _ 

441 

501 

512 

525 

537 

650 

562 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.5 

3.6 

3.6 

3.6 

60  to  64  years...- . 

343 

371 

379 

387 

396 

406 

417 

2.5 

2.5 

2.6 

2.6 

2.6 

2.7 

2.7 

65  to  69  years . . 

249 

274 

278 

281 

282 

286 

292 

1.8 

1.9 

1.9 

1.9 

1.9 

1.9 

1.9 

70  to  74  years . . 

160 

184 

188 

192 

194 

197 

199 

1.2 

1.3 

1.3 

1.3 

1.3 

1.3 

1,3 

76  years  and  over. _ . 

175 

218 

225 

231 

236 

242 

248 

1.3 

1.5 

1.5 

1.5 

1.6 

1.6 

1.6 

14  years  and  over . . 

9,675 

10,338 

10,442 

10,537 

10,629 

10,739 

10,866 

71.9 

71,0 

70.8 

70.5 

70.3 

70.3 

70.4 

21  years  and  over _ 

7,753 

8,418 

8,529 

8,640 

8,747 

8,857 

8,967 

57.6 

57.8 

67.8 

57.8 

57.9 

58.0 

68.1 

25  2 

25.3 

25  3 

25.4 

25.4 

25.5 

25.6 

Adjusted  for  census  under- 

enumeration  of  children 

13,691 

14,804 

14,983 

15,180 

15,345 

15,511 

15,665 

1  548 

13^ 

1  Sfi.'l 

1^875 

i;839 

1^802 

1,744 

Male,  all  ages. . . 

6,613 

7,155 

7,238 

7,332 

7,412 

7,493 

7,570 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100  0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years.  . . 

653 

807 

813 

817 

801 

784 

760 

9.9 

11.3 

11.2 

11.1 

10.8 

10.5 

10.0 

5  to  9  years . . 

674 

769 

788 

821 

855 

886 

918 

10.2 

10.7 

10.9 

11.2 

11.5 

11.8 

12.1 

10  to  14  years . . . 

693 

674 

687 

698 

721 

747 

764 

10.5 

9.4 

9.5 

9.5 

9.7 

10.0 

10.1 

15  to  19  years. _ ^ . 

664 

686 

682 

677 

669 

663 

667 

10.0 

9.6 

9.4 

9.2 

9.0 

8.8 

8.8 

20  to  24  years.— . 

579 

653 

661 

667 

671 

673 

672 

8.8 

9.1 

9.1 

9.1 

9.1 

9.0 

8.9 

25  to  29  years. . . 

559 

568 

578 

593 

609 

623 

634 

8.4 

7.9 

8.0 

8.1 

8.2 

8.3 

8.4 

30  to  34  years. . . 

497 

544 

545 

543 

540 

641 

548 

7.5 

7.6 

7.5 

7.4 

7.3 

7.2 

7.2 

35  to  39  years.— . 

491 

479 

484 

494 

505 

514 

520 

7.4 

6.7 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

6.9 

40  to  44  years,— . 

424 

465 

463 

458 

452 

450 

451 

6.4 

6.5 

6.4 

6.2 

6.1 

6.0 

6.0 

45  to  49  yeara . . 

367 

393 

401 

410 

419 

426 

429 

5.5 

5.5 

5.6 

5.6 

5.7 

5.7 

5.7' 

50  to  54  years. _ 

301 

326 

330 

334 

338 

343 

349 

4.6 

4.6 

4.6 

4.6 

4.6 

4.6 

4.6 

55  to  59  years . . 

235 

259 

262 

267 

271 

275 

279 

3.6 

3.6 

3.6 

3.6 

3.7 

3.7 

3.7 

60  to  64  years. . . 

180 

197 

200 

203 

206 

209 

213 

2.7 

2.7 

2,8 

2.8 

2.8 

2.8 

2.8 

65  to  69  years . . 

132 

142 

145 

146 

147 

150 

152 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

70  to  74  years.  -  . . 

81 

95 

97 

98 

98 

99 

100 

1.2 

1.3 

1,3 

1.3 

1.3 

1.3 

1.3 

75  years  and  over . 

82 

100 

103 

106 

108 

111 

113 

1.2 

1.4 

1.4 

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

1.5 

14  years  and  over . 

4,731 

5,040 

5,086 

5,127 

6,166 

5,216 

5,276 

71.5 

70.4 

70.3 

69.9 

69.7 

69.6 

69.7 

21  years  and  over . 

3,807 

4,085 

4,133 

4,182 

4,229 

4,279 

4,329 

57.6 

57.1 

57.1 

57.0 

57.1 

57.1 

57.2 

Median  age  fyears) 

25.4 

24.9 

24,9 

24.9 

24.9 

25.0 

25.0 

Adjusted  for  census  under¬ 

enumeration  of  children 

All  ages 

6,737 

7,280 

7,364 

7,458 

7,535 

7,614 

7,687 

Under  5  years 

778 

931 

938 

943 

925 

905 

877 

Female,  all  ages....^ . 

6,841 

7,413 

7,506 

7,608 

7,698 

7,788 

7,873 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . . 

659 

807 

813 

818 

804 

788 

762 

9.6 

10.9 

10.8 

10.8 

10.4 

^  10.1 

9.7 

6  to  9  years . . 

681 

763 

784 

813 

846 

876 

907 

10.0 

10.3 

10.4 

10.7 

11.0 

11.2 

11.5 

10  to  14  years. _ _ _ 

700 

680 

689 

700 

719 

741 

759 

JO.  2 

9.2 

9.2 

9.2 

9.3 

9.5 

9.6 

15  to  19  years . . 

705 

691 

685 

681 

674 

669 

673 

10.3 

9.3 

9.1 

8.9 

8.8 

8.6 

8.5 

20  to  24  years. . . 

669 

691 

.690 

689 

686 

682 

677 

9.8 

9.3 

9.2 

9.1 

8.9 

8.8 

8.6 

25  to  29  years . . 

634 

654 

658 

663 

668 

672 

674 

9.3 

8.8 

8.8 

8.7 

8.7 

8,6 

8.6 

30  to  34  years . . 

539 

617 

625 

628 

629 

631 

634 

7.9 

8.3 

8.3 

8.3 

8.2 

8.1 

8,1 

35  to  39  years _ 

537 

519 

529 

546 

565 

582 

594 

7.9 

7.Q 

7.0 

7.2 

7.3 

7.5 

7.5 

40  to  44  vears.  _ 

428 

510 

510 

502 

494 

490 

493 

6.3 

6.9 

6.8 

6.6 

6.4 

6.3 

6.3 

45  to  49  years . , 

356 

401 

417 

436 

455 

469 

477 

5.2 

5.4 

5.6 

5.7 

5.9 

6.0 

6.1 

50  to  54  years . . 

276 

324 

331 

337 

343 

352 

364 

4.0 

4.4 

4.4 

4.4 

4.5 

4.5 

4.6 

55  to  59  years.  _ 

206 

242 

250 

258 

267 

275 

282 

3.0 

3.3 

3.3 

3,4 

3.5 

3. 5 

3.6 

60  to  64  years _ _  , 

162 

175 

179 

185 

190 

197 

203 

2.4 

2.4 

2,4 

2.4 

2.5 

2.5 

2.6 

65  to  69  years _ 

117 

131 

133 

134 

135 

136 

140 

1.7 

1.8 

1,8 

1,8 

1.7 

1 .8 

1.8 

70  to  74  years . . 

79 

89 

92 

94 

96 

97 

98 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.3 

75  years  and  over . . 

93 

118 

121 

126 

128 

131 

135 

1.4 

1.6 

1.6 

3.6 

1.7 

1.7 

1.7 

14  years  and  over . 

4,944 

5,299 

6,356 

6,410 

6,462 

5,523 

5,589 

72.3 

71.5 

71.4 

71.1 

71.0 

70.9 

71.0 

21  years  and  over . 

3,946 

4,333 

4,396 

4,458 

4,518 

4,678 

4,638 

57.7 

58.4 

58.6 

58.6 

58.7 

58.8 

58.9 

^dedian  ave  Tyeaml 

25.1 

25.6 

25,7 

25.8 

25.9 

26.0 

26.2 

. 

Adjusted  for  census  under¬ 

enumeration  of  children 

All  ages 

6,963 

7  525 

7  619 

7,722 

7,809 

7,897 

7,978 

_  _ 

Under  5  years 

770 

’918 

’925 

932 

915 

897 

1  867 

1 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  roundinsr  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figrures  shown  by  color, 
asre.  and  sex. 

®The  fisrures  for  the  population  66  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 

^Revised  estimates  of  the  population  by  color,  age,  and  sex,  for  July  1, 
1945,  and  current  estimates  for  July  1,  1946,  prepared  after  these  forecasts 


had  been  completed,  have  been  published  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in 
^'Estimated  Population  of  the  United  States,  by  Age,  Color,  and  Sex:  1940  to 
1946,”  Population — Special  Reports,  Series  P-47,  No.  3,  April  8,  1947.  The 
revised  figures  for  1946  differ  only  slightly  from  those  shown  above.  The 
estimates  of  total  population  for  1945  and  1946  published  in  the  release  are, 
respectively,  189,586,000  and  141,229,000, 
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FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Table  II.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  MEDIUM  FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1, 1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1950  TO  1975 


(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

AGE, AND  SEX 

POPUL.4TION  (in  thousands)! 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

19402 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

ALL  CLASSES 

Total,  all  ages . 

131,669 

139,621 

145,460 

149,840 

153,375 

156,692 

159,847 

162,337 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100  0 

Under  5  years . . ^ . 

10,542 

13,147 

12,141 

11,112 

10,717 

10,948 

11,235 

11,039 

8.0 

9.4 

8.3 

7.4 

7.0 

7.0 

7.0 

6.8 

5  to  9  years _ ; . 

10,685 

11,347 

13,894 

12,844 

11,766 

11,361 

11,614 

11,919 

8.1 

8.1 

9.6 

8.6 

7.7 

7.3 

7.3 

7.3 

10  to  14  years . . 

11,746 

10,649 

11,301 

13,846 

12,804 

11,735 

n,333 

11,589 

8.9 

7.6 

7.8 

9.2 

8.3 

7.5 

7.1 

7.1 

15  to  19  years. . 

12,334 

11,652 

10,592 

11,247 

13,788 

12,756 

11,693 

11,296 

9.4 

8.3 

7.3 

7.5 

9.0 

8.1 

7.3 

7,0 

20  to  24  years . 

11,588 

12,158 

11,555 

10,514 

11,173 

13,705 

12,686 

11,632 

8.8 

8.7 

7.9 

7.0 

7.3 

8.7 

7.9 

7.2 

25  to  20  years..— . ; . 

11,097 

11,470 

12,030 

11,448 

10,426 

11,087 

13,607 

12,602 

8.4 

8.2 

8.3 

7.6 

6.8 

7.1 

8.5 

7.8 

30  to  34  years . 

10,242 

11,007 

11,329 

11,898 

11,334 

10,330 

10,992 

13,500 

7.8 

7.9 

7.8 

7.9 

7.4 

6.6 

6.9 

8.3 

35  to  39  years . . . . 

9,645 

10,151 

10,829 

11,167 

11,744 

11,197 

10,214 

10,875 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

7.6 

7,7 

7.1 

6.4 

6.7 

40  to  44  years.  . 

. 8,788 

9,401 

9,928 

10,615 

10,968 

11,548 

11,022 

10,062 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

7.1 

7.2 

7.4 

6.9 

6.2 

45  to  49  years- . 

8,255 

8,551 

9,103 

9,658 

10,359 

10,728 

11,309 

10,802 

6.3 

6.1 

6.3 

6.4 

6.8 

6.8 

7.1 

6.7 

50  to  54  years _ _ - . 

7,257 

7,884 

8,145 

8,708 

9,282 

9,988 

10,366 

10,941 

5,5 

5.6 

5.6 

5.8 

6.1 

6.4 

6.5 

6.7 

55  to  59  years . 

5,868 

6,789 

7,329 

7,605 

8,168 

8,750 

9,440 

9,817 

4.5 

4.9 

5.0 

5.1 

6.3 

5.6 

5.9 

6.0 

60  to  64  years . 

4,760 

5,306 

6,089 

6,594 

6,867 

7,403 

7,965 

8,618 

3.6 

3.8 

4.2 

4.4 

4. '5 

4.7 

o.O 

5.3 

65  to  69  years . 

3,748 

4,071 

4,511 

5,194 

5,645 

5,897 

6,371 

6,871 

2.8 

2.9 

3.1 

3.5 

3.7 

3.8 

4.0 

4.2 

70  to  74  years . . : - 

2,561 

2,962 

3,184 

3,532 

4,072 

4,435 

4,640 

5,019 

1.9 

2.1 

2.2 

2.4 

2.7 

2.8 

2.9 

3.1 

75  years  and  over . 

2,655 

3,077 

3,498 

3,857 

4,261 

4,825 

5,359 

5,756 

2.0 

2.2 

2.4 

2.6 

2,8 

3.1 

3.4 

3.5 

101 , 103 

106  698 

110,308 

114,650 

120,776 

12.5  06.5 

127  939 

130  07.'^ 

76.8 

76.4 

75.8 

76.5 

78.7 

79.8 

80.1 

Median  age  (years) . 

29.0 

29.7 

30.5 

31.6 

32.7 

33.3 

'33,5 

34.1 

Adjusted  for  census  under- 

enumeration  of  children 

All  ages.. _  .  . . 

132,532 

140,484 

146,259 

150,576 

154,093 

157,430 

160,604 

163,082.. 

Under  5  years. . . . . 

11,404 

14,009 

12,941 

11 ; 848 

li;435 

11 ',687 

11,992 

11/783 

Male,  all  ages — . 

66,062 

69,695 

72,396 

74,409 

76,047 

77,631 

79,189 

80,464 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years— . . 

5,355 

6,702 

6,190 

5,668 

5,469 

5,588 

5,736 

5.637 

8.1 

9.6 

8.6 

7.6 

7.2 

.7.2 

7.2 

7.0 

5  to  9  years..— . 

5,419 

5,777 

7,095 

6,560 

6,013 

5,809 

5,940 

6,098 

8.2 

8.3 

9.8 

8.8 

7.9 

7.5 

7.5 

7.6 

10  to  14  years . . 

5,952 

5,399 

5,761 

7,067- 

6,537 

5,996 

5,793 

5,926 

9.0 

7.7 

7.9 

9.5 

8.6 

7.7 

7.3 

7.4 

15  to  19  years . . 

6,180 

5,895 

5,365 

5,718 

7,032 

6,507 

5,971 

5,770 

9.4 

8.5 

7.4 

7.7 

9.2 

8.4 

7.5 

7.2 

20  to  24  years . . . 

5,692 

6,035 

6,842 

5,322 

5,677 

6,985 

6,468 

5,936 

8.6 

8.7 

8.1 

7.2 

7.5 

9.0 

8.2 

7.4 

25  to  29  years . . 

5,451 

5,590 

5,963 

5,780 

5,270 

5,627 

6,929 

6,421 

8.3 

8.0 

8.2 

7.8 

6.9 

7.2 

8.8 

8.0 

30  to  34  years. . . 

6,070 

5,385 

6,512 

5,889 

5,715 

5,216 

5,573 

6,868 

7.7 

7.7 

7.6 

7.9 

7.5 

6.7 

7.0 

8.5 

35  to  39  years.__ . 

4,746 

5,014 

5,287 

5,422 

5,802 

5.637 

5,150 

5,506 

7.2 

7.2 

7.3 

7.3 

7.6 

7.3 

6.5 

6.8 

40  to  44  yeara . . 

4,419 

4,661 

4,888 

5,167 

5,312 

5,692 

5,537 

5.062 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

7.0 

7.3 

7.0 

6.3 

46  to  49  years —  . . 

4,209 

4,275' 

4,488 

4,732 

5,021 

5,175 

5,554 

5,408 

6.4 

6.1 

6.2 

6.4 

6.6 

6.7 

7.0 

6.7 

50  to  54  years . . 

3,753 

3,977 

4,034 

4,258 

4,513 

4,808 

4,969 

5,341 

5.7 

5.7 

5.6 

5.7 

5.9 

6.2 

6.3 

6.6 

55  to  59  years . . 

3,025 

3,455 

3,644 

3,716 

3,945 

4.206 

4,495 

4,657 

4.6 

5.0 

5.0 

5.0 

5.2 

5.4 

5.7 

5.8 

60  to  64  years . . . 

2,413 

2,677 

3,033 

3,211 

3,288 

3,507 

3,757 

4,030 

3.7 

3.8 

4.2 

4.3 

4.3 

4.5 

4.7 

5.0 

65  to  69  years.- . 

1,869 

2,006 

2,214 

2,519 

2,677 

2,752 

2,944 

3,162 

2,8 

2.9 

3.1 

3.4 

3,5 

3.5 

3.7 

3.9 

70  to  74  years. . . 

1,265 

1,423 

1,514 

1.672 

1,906 

2,030 

2,089 

2,237 

1,9 

2.0 

2.1 

2.2 

2.5 

2.6 

2.6 

2.8 

75  years  and  over . 

1,244 

1,422 

1,577 

1,708 

1,868 

2,095 

2,284 

2,404 

1.9 

2.0 

2.2 

2.3 

2.5 

2.7 

2.9 

3.0 

14  years  and  over . 

50,554 

52,943 

54,474 

56,445 

59,399 

: 61,473 

62,882 

63,971 

76.5 

76.0 

75.2 

75.9 

78.1 

79.2 

79.4 

79.5 

Median  age  (years) . 

29.1 

29.5 

30.0 

30.9 

31.8 

32.2 

32.5 

33.2 

Adjusted  for  census  under- 

enumeration  of  children 

All  ages . . -  . 

66,518 

70, 152 

72,819 

74,799 

76,427 

78,022 

79,591 

80,859 

Under  5  years . . 

5,811 

7,158 

6,613 

6,058 

5,850 

5,980 

6,138 

6,032 

Female,  all  ages . 

65,608 

69,926 

73,064 

75,431 

77,328 

79,061 

80,657 

81,873 

100.0 

100.0 

ICO.O 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years.— . 

5,187 

6,445 

6,951 

5,443 

5,248 

5,360 

5,499 

5,402 

7.9 

9.2 

8.1 

7.2 

6.8 

6.8 

6.8 

6.6 

5  to  9  years . . 

5,266 

5,570 

6,799 

6,284 

6,752 

5,552 

5,674 

5,821 

8.0 

8.0 

9.3 

8.3 

7.4 

7.0 

7.0 

7.1 

10  to  14  years . . 

5,794 

5,250 

5,551 

6.779 

6,267 

5,739 

5,540 

5,663 

8.8 

7.5 

7.6 

9.0 

8.1 

7.3 

6.9 

6.9 

15  to  19  years . . 

6,153 

5,756 

5,228 

5,529 

6,756 

6,248 

6,723 

5,526 

9.4 

8.2 

7.2 

7.3 

8.7 

7.9 

7.1 

6.7 

20  to  24  years . . 

5,895 

•6,122 

5,713 

5,193 

5,496 

6,719 

6,217 

6,695 

9.0 

8.8 

7.8 

6.9 

7.1 

8.5 

7.7 

7.0 

25  to  29  years . . . . . 

5,646 

5,880 

6,067 

6,668 

5,155 

5,460 

6,678 

6,182 

8.6 

8.4 

8.8 

7.5 

6.7 

6.9 

8.8 

7.6 

30  to  34  years. . . 

5,172 

5,621 

5,817 

6,009 

6,619 

5,114 

5,419 

6,632 

7,9 

8.0 

8.0 

8.0 

7.3 

6.5 

6.7 

8.1 

35  to  39  years-- . 

4,800 

5,137 

5,542 

5,745 

5,942 

5,660 

5,064 

5.369 

7.3 

7.3 

7.6 

7.6 

7.7 

7.0 

6.3 

6.6 

40  to  44  years . . 

4,369 

4,739 

5,040 

5,448 

6,656 

5,857 

6,485 

4,999 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

7.2  : 

7.3 

7.4 

6.8 

6.1 

45  to  49  years . . . . 

4,046 

4,277 

4,615 

4,927 

6,338 

5,552 

5,755 

5,394 

6.2 

6.1 

6.3 

6.5  1 

6.9 

7.0 

7.1 

6.6 

50  to  64  years. . . 

3,504 

3,907 

4,111 

4,450 

4,769 

5,180 

5,397 

5,601 

5.3 

5.6 

5,6 

5.9  I 

6.2 

6.6 

6.7 

6.8 

55  to  59  years . . . 

2,843 

3,334 

3,685 

3,889 

4,223 

4,544 

4,945 

5,160 

4.3 

4.8 

5.0 

5.2 

5.6 

5.7 

6.1 

6.3 

60  to  64  years  _ ^ _ 

2,347 

2,629 

3,056 

3,383 

3,579 

3,896 

4,207 

4  588 

3  6 

3.8 

4.2  1 

4  5 

4.6 

4  9 

5.2 

5.6 

66  to  69  years . 

1,879 

2,065 

2,298 

2,676 

2,968 

3,145 

3,427 

3  >09 

2.9 

3.0 

3.1 

3.5 

3.8 

4!o 

4^2 

4!5 

70  to  74  years-- . 

1,296 

1,539 

1,670 

1,860 

2,167 

2,405 

2,551 

2,782 

2.0 

2.2 

2.3 

2.5 

2.8 

3.0 

3.2 

3.4 

75  years  and  over . 

1,411 

1,655 

1,921 

2,150 

2,393 

2,730 

3,075 

3,352 

2.2 

2.4 

2.6 

2.8 

3.1 

3.5 

3.8 

4-1 

14  years  and  over . 

50,549 

53,755 

55,835 

58,205 

61,376 

63,592 

65,056 

66,103 

77.0 

76.9 

76.4 

77.2 

79.4 

80.4 

80.7 

80.7 

Median  age  (years) . 

29.0 

29.9 

31.1 

32.3 

33.5 

34.4 

34.6 

35.0 

Adjusted  for  census  under- 

enumeration  of  children 

All  ages _ _ _ _ _ 

66,014 

70,332 

73,440 

75,777 

77,665 

79,408 

81,013 

82,222 

Under  5  years-  . : 

5,593 

6,851 

6,327 

5,789 

6,586 

6,707  1 

5,854 

6,751 

_ 

. . 

_ 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are  ■  ^The  figures  for  the  population  56  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 

not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color,  for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated, 

nativity,  age,  and  sex. 
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POPULATION  (in  thousands)  1 

percent  distribution 

COLOB,  NATIVITY, 

AGE,  AND  SEX 

19402 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

TOTAL  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages . 

118,215 

125,053 

130,017 

133,623 

136,375 

138,846 

141,145 

142,841 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.6 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

9,230 

11,533 

10,620 

9,674 

9,245 

9,392 

9,644 

9,468 

7.8 

9.2 

8.2 

’  7.2 

6.8 

7  4 

6.8 

7.0 

6.8 

7.0 

6.6 

7.1 

9,329 

9,815 

12,069 

11,121 

10, 136 

9,690 

9,847 

10 ,111 

8.8 

7.4' 

7.5 

9.0 

S  1 

7^ 

6.8 

6.9 

10,353 

9,295 

:  9,778 

12,030 

11,089 

10,111 

9,668 

9,827 

8  8 

8  0 

7  1 

6.7 

15  to  19  years . 

10,964 

10,340 

10,275 

10,814 

9,252 

10,206 

9,738 

9,198 

11; 987 
9,687 

11,052 

11,928 

10 , 080 
11,003 

9,641 

10,036 

9.3 

8.7 

8.2 

8.6' 

7.9 

6.9 

7.1 

6  7 

8.6 

6.9 

7.8 

8.4 

7.0 

7.7 

9,994 

10,248 

10,722 

10,130 

9,135 

9,627 

11 , 859 

10,944 

1  8.2 

7  4 

6  5 

6.8 

8.2 

9,206 

9,846 

10,147 

10,627 

10^048 

9,068 

9,561 

11,782 

7.2 

7.9 
:  7.3 

7.5 

7  2 

6  4 

6J 

8,517 

9,154 

9,716 

10,027 

10,512 

9,947 

8,983 

9,476 

7.5 

7.1 

7.2 

6  9 

7.5 

7.0 

7.0 

7.2 

6.2 

6.8 

7,936 

8,426 

.  8,983 

9,553 

9,874 

10,363 

9,814; 

8,869 

6.7 

6.4 

i  6.7 

6.9 

6.3 

5.7 

7,533 

7,757 

8,197 

8,771 

9;  353 

9,685 

10,174 

9,643- 

■  6.2 

6  2 

6.5 

6.7 

6.9 

6,680 

7,234 

7,432 

7,884 

8,467 

9,054 

9,393 

9,878 

4.6 

3.0 

2.0 

2.1 

77.3 

5.8 

6.1 

6.3 

5,427 

6,288 

6,768 

6,981 

7,440 

8,020 

8 , 599 ■ 

8 , 935 

1  5.0 

4.4 

3.2 

2.3 

2.5 

76.5 

4.6! 

3.6 

4  6 

4.9 

6.2 

5.5 

60  to  64  years . . . 

4,417 

3,499 

4,935 

3,797 

5,672 

4,219 

6,123 

4,864 

6,340 

5,269: 

6,781 

5,473 

7,337 

5,868 

7,889 

6,361^ 

1  3.9 
;  3.0 

3.9 

2  S 

3.9 

3.0 

4;2 

3.1 

4.5 

3.3 

70  to  74  years . . - . 

75  years  and  oyer . 

14  years  and  over . . 

2,401 

2,480 

91,428 

2,778 

2,859 

96,360 

2,985 

3.250 

99,443 

3;319 

3,583 

103,065 

3,831: 

3,963: 

108,238 

4,159 

4,496 

111,742; 

4,329 

4,987: 

113,935! 

4 , 648 ■ 

5,334; 

115.376; 

!  2.3 

;77.1 

2.7 

77.  T 

2^9 

79,4 

3.2 

80.5 

3.5 

80.7 

3.7 

80.8 

Median  age  (years) . 

Adjusted  for  census  under- 
enumeration  of  children 

29.5 

30.3 

31,2 

32.3 

33.4 

34.2; 

139,357: 

34.4 

i 

141,669: 

143,356; 

j 

.  i 

All  ages _ 1 . 

118,841 

125,680 

130,594 

134,149 

136,878 

■j . 

9,856 

12,160 

11,197 

.  10,200 

9,747 

9,903: 

■■■■u . 

. T 

Male,  all  ages . . 

59,449 

62,540 

64,826 

66,467 

67,722 

68,884! 

70,010’ 

70,878' 

100.0 

ioo.o 

100.0 

1 

100.  o| 

100.0 

100.0 

100. 0 

100.0 

4,701 

5,895 

5,430 

4,950 

4,732 

4,809 

4,939 

4,850; 

7.9 

8.0 

8.8 

j  9.4 

8.4 

9.5 

7;  4 

7.0 

7  7 

7.0 

7.2. 

7.1 

7.2 

6.8 

7.3 

4,745 

5,008 

6,177 

5,694 

5493 

4,967 

5 , 049 : 

5,186; 

;  8.0 

s  4 

7.5 

7.1 

7.1 

5,259 

4,725 

4,987 

6,154 

5,675 

5,179 

4,954, 

j  7.6 

go 

8.2 

7.4 

7.0 

5,516 

5,210 

4,698! 

4,961 

6,126 

5,652 

5,159; 

4,937 

8.6 

8.2 

7.7 

7  *7 

(  §•§ 

8.0 

$.2 

^.7 

7  o’ 

7  S 

8.8 

8.0 

7.2 

5,114 

5,382 

5,170 

4,666 

4,931: 

6,092; 

5  f  t)^3  ■ 

1  8.6 

7  *7 

6  « 

7.1 

8.6 

7.9 

25  to  29  years . . 

30  fr»  34  years  . . 

4,892 

4,573 

5,022 

4,842 

5,329 

4,964 

5,125 

5,274 

4,629: 

5,077: 

4,896. 

4,590 

6,051 

4,857! 

5 , 588 ; 
6,006; 

■  8.0 
i  7.7 

7.9 

7  A 

7.5 

7  7 

6.7 

7.3 

6.9 

6.5 

8.5 

6.8 

3i>  t,r>  39  years  .... 

4,254 

4,536 

4,767 

4,895 

5,208 

5,018 

4 , 540 

J  7.3 

7j,4 

1 

40  t'D  44  years  ,  ,  .  _ _ 

3,995 

4,196 

4,436 

4,673 

4,808' 

5,121 

4,940 

4,473' 

A  OQT : 

6.7 
6.5 

5.8 

A  7 

j  6.7 

i.8 

6.3 

5.7 

K  O' 

7  A 

6  5i 

7.1 

6  7 

7.4 

6.8 

7.1 

7.2 

0.3 

6.8 

45  49  ypmrs 

3,843 

3,882 

4;059 

4,310 

4|555 

4,697 

5,010 

.  4,  OD#  ; 

:  6.2 

fc" 

R  1 

6.4 

6.5 

6.8 

50  to  54  years._  . 

3,452 

3,651 

3,684 

3,871 

4,129 

4,379 

4,525; 

4 , 833' 

A  ORV’ 

i  5.8 

0 .  a 

K  li 

0 .  X 
5.3 

5.6 

5.9 

6.0 

5'5  t-n  -’^9  yenrs 

2,790 

3,196 

3,365, 

3,413 

3,606 

3,864 

4,111 

4,^0/ 

*->  ■  rrAn  ■ 

■4*  i 

3.8 

0  Q 

1  6.1' 

Ot  *  A 

A  A 

4  i 

4.5 

4.7 

5,0 

5.2 

00  +«  fi4  ypars  .  ... 

2,232 

2,481 

2,820 

2,979 

3,034 

3,220' 

3,466 

3, /UU- 

14.0 

2.2 

0  0 

3^7 

3.7 

3.9 

4.1 

65  to  69  years . . . . 

1.737 

1,864 

2,061 

2,352 

2,495 

2 , 551 

2,715; 

2,928; 

0  n 

>  3.0 

9'4i 

2^6 

2.8 

2.8 

2.9 

70  to  74  Years . . 

1,183 

1,329 

1,413 

1,564 

1,787 

1,899 

1 , 945 

2,072 ; 

0  900  ; 

9  a 

!  2.1 

A*  A 

0  ^ 

2.4 

2.6 

2.8 

3.0 

^•1 

75  years  and  over . 

14  years  and  over.. . . 

1  1,162 

45,823 

1,322 

47,903 

1,464 

49,198 

1,585 

50,827 

1,735 

53,314 

1,950 

54,998 

33.1 

2 , 125  ^ 

56,065^ 

33.3 

56  ,'798! 

33.9' 

1 

At .  u 

77.1 

>2.1^ 

i76.6 

A*  0 

75.9 

76.5’ 

78.7 

79.8 

80.1 

-  80. 1 

flgp  (ypars) 

29.5 

30.0 

30.6 

31.6 

32.5 

-i — - - 

i  ,  . 

j 

. t-" 

i 

} 

j 

Adjusted  for  census  under- 
enumeratioh  of  children 

59,781 

62,872 

65,132 

66,746 

67,989 

69,156 

5,080’ 

■  ^  ■] 

69,962! 

70,289 

5,218 

71,135' 

*71  1  *^1  ’ 

All  ages _ L . . 

/i,  J.01 

5,124! 

71,964' 

. 

{ 

TTnder  5  years 

5,034 

6,227 

5,737; 

5,229 

67,157 

.4,999; 

100.0 

lioo.o 

looi.o 

i 

100.  oj 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Female,  all  ages . 

58,766 

62,513 

65,191' 

68,654’ 

TTnder  .5  yenrs  _ 

4,528 

6.639 

5,189 

4,725 

4,513 

4,583 

4,704 

4,618! 

7.7 

7.8 

;  9.0 

:  8.0 
9.0 
;  7.3 

^  n 

7.0 
8. 1 

6.6 

7.2 

6.6 

6.8 

6.6 

6.7 

6.4 

6.8 

5  to  9  years  . 

4,584 

4,806 

5,892 

5,426 

4.942 

4,723 

4,797 

4 , 925 , 

•;  7.7 

s!  8 

7!9 

7.1 

6.6 

6.7' 

10  to  14  years  .  _ 

5,094 

4,570 

4,792 

5,877 

5,413 

4,932 

4,714 

4,789 : 

8.7 

!  7.3 

7*1; 

sis 

7.7 

6.9 

6.5- 

15  to  19  yea,rs  _ 

5,448 

5,065 

4,555 

4,777 

5,861 

5 , 400 

4 , 921 

4,704 

9.3 

'  8.1 

!  7 .  U 

n.  n 

6*7 

eio 

8.3 

7.6 

6.8- 

20  to  24  years _ 

5,227 

5,431 

5,036 

4,531 

4,755 

5 ,836 

5,379 

4,902 

8.9 
8.5 

7.9 

;  8,7 

f  •  # 

8.3 

Q  n 

7!  5 

g"  5 

6.8 

8.2 

7.4 

35  to  29  years  ,  _ _  .... 

5,012 

5,226 

5,393 

5,005 

4,506 

4,731 

5,808 

5,355 

’8.4' 

8 !  O' 

7*2 

6.4 

6.6 

8.0 

30  to  24  yeare  ,  ,  _ 

4,633 

5.004 

5,183 

5,353 

4,971 

4,478 

4,703 

5,776 

1  8.0 

1  o-.U 

#7-  A 

'  7 !  6’ 

7*7 

7.0 

6.2 

6.6 : 

3.5  t'o  39  years  _ 

4,262 

4,618 

4,948 

5,131 

5,304 

4,929 

4,443 

4,668 

7. '3 

■  7,4  ■ 

! 

/.*U 

7.3 

6 . 6  • 

7.4 

7  0 

7.6’ 

7.1 

6.9 

7.3 

6.1 

6.7 

40  to  44  years,.  _ 

3,941 

4,229 

4,547 

4,880 

’5,066 

5,241 

4,874 

4,396: 

6.7 

:  6.8 

Tj.O 

45  to  49  years  ,  . 

3,690 

3.875 

4,138 

4,461 

4,798 

4,988 

5,165 

4 , 80(5 ; 

6.3 

!  6.2 

6.3 

R '  n 

fi 

6.7 

6.8 

7.0 

50  tn  54  years  _ 

3,229 

3,583 

3,747 

4,013 

4,338 

•4,675 

4,868 

5,044 

5.5 

5.7 

5. 7 

D .  U 

5 . 3 

0 . 0 
5.6 

6.9 

eis 

6.5 

RFt  tn  59  years  '  ..... 

2,637 

3,092 

3,402 

3,568 

‘3,834 

4, 156 

4, 487 

4 ,678 ! 

4.5 

:  4.9 

5. 2 

4  7 

4. 8 

6.1 

5.4 

5.8 

60  to  64  years  _  .  _ 

2,184 

2,454 

2,852 

3,144 

3,305 

3 , 561 

3,871 

4,189; 

3.7 

3.9 

4.4 

3!7 

9  R 

A*  n 

4.2 

4!4 

4,8 

fi5  to  69  ypars  .  ...  .  _ 

1,762 

1,933 

2,158 

2,512 

2,774  j 

2,922 

3,153 

3,433 

3 .0 

\  3.1 

3.3 

rk.  U 

n 

3.2 

3.4 

3.6" 

70  to  74  years...  _ _ 1_. 

1,217 

1,449 

1,571 

1 ,755 

2,044  I 

2,260 

2,384 

2,576 : 

2. 1 

:  2.3 

2.4 

Z .  D 

3.0 

77.8 

a .  u 

3  2 

3.6 

4!o 

4.3" 

75  years  and  over — . 

14  years  and  over . 

1,318 

45,605 

1,637 

48,457 

1,786 

50,245 

1,999 

52,238 

2,228  ' 

54,924 

2,545 

56,743 

35.3 

2,862 

57,870 

A 

3,105 

58,578 

36.0. 

2,2 

77.6 

\  2.5  ' 

77.5  ■ 

2.7 

77.1 

80.0 

81.1 

81.4 

8L.4' 

Median  age  (years) _ 

Adjusted  for  census  under¬ 
enumeration  of  children 

29.5 

30. 5 

31.7 

65,462 

33.0 

67,403 

34.4 

68,889* 

4,748 

70,201! 

4,822* 

OO  •  D 

71,380 

4,950 

72,205: 

4,859! 

'i 

All  ages. . . . . 

69,060 

62,808 

. . 

Under  6  years . . 

4,822 

5,933 

5,460 

4,971 

. 

iPuWished  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  eQU^  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativi^,  age,  and  sex. 


?The  figures  for  ttie  population '55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted; 
*  for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated.  .  :  _  . . 
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(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0,1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


POPULATION  (in  thousands 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


|(c’a8m)  W™  1975 


NATIVE  WHITE 

Total,,  all  ages . 106, '796  114,805  121,148  126,127  130,220 

Under 5  years - 9,221  11,529  10,620  9,674  9,245 

5  to  9  years . .  9,307  9,799  12,064  11,121  10,136 

10  to  14  years . .  10,299  9,265  9,763  12,026  11,089 

15  to  19  years . .  10,799  10,205  9,223  9,723  11,983 

20  to  24  years . .  10,131  10,623  10,137  9,168  9.671 

26  to  29  years . .  9,480  10,008  10,634  10,061  9,106 

30  to  34  years . .  8,497  9,404  9,909  10,440  9,980 

35  to  39  years . .  7,468  8,444  9,280  9,792  10,327 

40  to  44  years. .  6,673  7,392  8,288  9,125  9,643 

45  to  49  years . . 6,029  6,532  7,195  8,094  8,935 

60  to  51  years. .  5,115  5,809  6,266  6,926  7,817 

55  to  59  years. .  4,108  4,836  5,448  5,897  6,543 

60  tu  64  years .  3,348  3,752  4,383  4,947  5,368 

65  to  69  years . . 2,687  2,897  3,231  3,782  4,278 

70  to  74  years. .  1,798  2,155  2,299  2,566  3,006 

75  years  and  over . .  1,835  2,156  2,509  2,786  3,093 


|l37,441  [140,160  |l00.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0 


14  years  and  over . . .  80,077  86,153  90,590  95,572  102,083  106,864  110,231  112,694 

Median  age  (years) .  26.9  28.0  29.2  30.6  31.9  32.9  33.6  34.3 

Adjusted  for  census  under- 
enumeration  of  children 

Ullages .  107,422  115,431  121,725  126,653  130,722  134,479  137,966  140,674 

Under  5  years . .  9,847  12,155  11,197  10,200  9,747  9,903  10,168  0,983 


Male,  all  ages. .  53,438 

Under  5  years . .  4 , 697 

6  to  9  years . .  4 , 734 

10  to  14  years . .  5,232 

15  to  19  years _ _  5,434 

20  to  24  years . .  6,015 

25  to  29  years _ _  4,698 

30  to  34  years . .  4 , 230 

35  to  39  years . .  3,724 

40  to  44  years _ _ _  3 , 338 

45  to  49  years _ _  3,026 

50  to  54  years..... _  2,568 

55  to  59  years . .  2,054 

60  to  64  years . .  1,659 

65  to  69  years _ _  1,314 

70  to  74  years . .  873 

75  years  and  over .  840 

14  years  and  over .  39 , 846 

Median  age  (years). . . .  26,7 

Adjusted  for  census  under¬ 
enumeration  of  children 

All  ages . 53,770 

Under  5  years . . .  6,029 


100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100,0 


57,538  60,579  62,958  64,934 

6,225  6,737  5,229  4,999 


66,784  68,528 

5,080  5,218 


79.1  79.6  79.8 


Female,  all  ages .  53,358  57,599  60,875  63,449  65,553  6 

Under  6  years. — .  4,524  5,636  5,189  4,725  4,613 

5  to  9  years . .  4,574  4,799  6,890  5,426  4,942 

10  to  14  years . .  5,067  4,555  4,784  5,874  5,413 

15  to  19  years . . 6,366  5,032  4,540  4,770  5,859 

20  to  24  years . . 5,116  5,339  6,004  4,617  4,748 

25  to  29  years - 4,782  5,105  5,301  4,973  4,492 

30  to  34  years -  4,267  4,768  5,062  5,261  4,939 

35  to  39  years.; -  3,744  4,251  4,716  6,012  5,214 

40  to  44  years - 3,335  3,716  4,187  4,650  4,948 

46  to  49  years -  3,003  3,282  3,638  4,108  4,672 

50  to  54  years . . 2,546  2,922  3.177  3.530  3,997 

55  to  59  years -  2,064  2,447  2,781  3,030  3,377 

60  to  64  years . . 1,689  1,919  2,267  2,580  2,815 

65  to  69  years . .  1,372  1,505  1,699  2,009  2  288 

70  to  74  years . .  925  1,141  1,236  1,396  1,650 

75  years  and  over .  995  1,181  1,404  1 , 687  1 , 786 

14  years  and  over.  .  40,231  43,562  45,937  48,531  61,824  5^ 

Median  age  (years) - - -  27.1  28.4  29.7  31.4  32.8 

Adjusted  for  census  under¬ 
enumeration  of  children 

-  53,652  67,893  61,146  63,695  65,789  6^ 

Under  5  years -  4.818  6,931  6,460  4,971  4)748  < 

^Published  totals  .were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are  * 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


70,527  jlOO.O  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0 


^The  figures  for  the  population  56  years  old  and  over  have  been 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  pumviernted. 
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Table  II.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  MEDIUM  FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1, 1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


FOR£lGN.BORN  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages . . 

Under  5  years. _ 

6  to  9  years _ 

10  to  14  years _ 

16  to  19  years _ 

20  to  24  years _ 

25  to  29  years,,.. _ _ _ 

30  to  34  years _ 

35  to  39  years. _ 


40  to  44  years _ 

45  to  49  years _ 

50  to  54  years _ 

65  to  59  years _ 

60  to  64  years _ _ 

65  to  69  years. _ 

70  to  74  years. _ 

76  years  and  over _ 

14  years  and  over . . 

Median  age  (years) _ 


Adjusted  for  census  under- 
enumeration  of  children 


AU  ages.... _ _ 

Under  5  years _ 


Male,  all  ages _ 

Under  5  years _ 

5  to  9  years _ 

10  to  14  years. _ 

16  to  19  years.,, _ 

20  to  24  years.,, _ 

25  to  29  years. _ 

30  to  34  years _ 

35  to  39  years _ 

40  to  44  years _ 

46  to  49  years. _ 

50  to  54  years., _ 

66  to  59  years. _ 

60  to  64  years _ _ 

66  to  69  years. _ 

70  to  74  years. _ 

75  years  and  over _ 

14  years  and  over _ 

M^an  age  (years) _ 


Adjusted  for  census  under¬ 
enumeration  of  children 


All  ages _ 

Under  6  years _ 


Female,  all  ages.. 


Under  5  years.,. 

5  to  9  years _ 

10  to  14  years.,, 
15  to  19  years.,, 
20  to  24  years_. 
25  to  29  years.,. 
30  to  34  years., 
35  to  39  years.,, 


40  to  44  years. _ 

45  to  49  years. _ 

50  to  54  years _ 

55  to  59  years _ 

60  to  64  years _ 

65  to  69  years. _ 

70  to  74  years. _ 

75  years  and  over _ 

14  years  and  over _ _ _ _ _ 

Me^an  age  (years) _ 

Adjusted  for  census  under¬ 
enumeration  of  children 

All  ages _ 

Under  5  years. _ _ 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)^ 


1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

8,869 

7,497 

6,155 

4,877 

3,705 

2,682 

5 

_ 

15 

6 

_ 

_ 

30 

15 

5 

_ 

70 

29 

15 

5 

. 

189 

69 

29 

15ji 

5 

_ 

237 

187 

68 

29 

15 

5 

436 

235 

185 

68 

29 

15 

696 

428 

231 

182 

67 

28 

1,002 

677 

418 

226 

178 

66 

1,166 

958 

650 

403 

218 

173 

1,319 

1,086 

896 

611 

380 

206 

1,289 

1,176 

971 

806 

552 

345 

989 

1,081 

991 

822 

685 

470 

686 

753 

825 

758 

630 

625 

741 

798 

870 

952 

946 

850 

8,853 

7,494 

6,165 

4,877 

3,705 

2,682 

67.2 

60.3 

63.0 

65.6 

68.0 

70.3 

8,869 

7,497 

6,156 

4,877 

3,705 

2,682 

4,553 

3,789 

3,055 

2,371 

1,761 

1,245 

2 

8 

2 

_ 

_ 

15 

8 

2 

_ 

37 

16 

8 

2 

97 

36 

15 

8 

2 

117 

96 

36 

15 

8 

2 

202 

115 

94 

36 

15 

8 

335 

198 

113 

93 

35 

16 

502 

324 

192 

110 

91 

34 

595 

476 

309 

184 

105 

87 

698 

547  ; 

440 

287 

171 

99 

704 

612  ! 

481 

389 

255 

153 

530 

578  ! 

505 

399 

323 

212 

350 

394  1 

431 

377 

298 

242 

369 

386 

428 

472 

457 

393 

4,544 

3,787 

3,055 

2,371 

1,761 

1,245 

57.6 

60.6 

63.3 

66.8 

68.1 

70.3 

4,553 

3,789 

3,056 

2,371 

1,761 

1,245 

4,316 

3,708 

3,100 

2,506 

1,944 

1,437 

2 

_ 

7 

. 2 

' 

14 

7 

2 

33 

14 

7 

2 

92 

33 

14 

7 

2 

121 

91 

32 

14 

7 

2 

234 

120 

91 

32 

14 

7 

360 

230 

118 

89 

32 

14 

500 

353 

226 

116 

88 

31 

670 

483 

341 

219 

113 

86 

621 

538 

457 

324 

209 

107 

585 

564 

490 

418 

297 

192 

459 

.  503 

487 

424 

362 

258 

335 

359 

394 

381 

331 

283 

382 

411 

442 

480 

490 

457 

4,308 

3,707 

3,100 

2,606 

1,944 

1,437 

56.8 

59.8 

62.7 

65.4 

67.9 

70.4 

4,316 

3,708 

3,100 

2,506 

1,944 

1.437 

100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0100.0 


0.1 

0.2 

0.1 

0.4 

0.2 

0.1 

0.9 

0.5 

0,3 

0,1 

2.5 

1.1 

0.6 

0.4 

3.1 

3.0 

1.4 

0.8 

5.7 

3.7 

3.7 

1.8 

9.0 

6.8 

4.6 

4.8 

12.8 

10.6 

8.3 

5.9 

14.5 

14.6 

12,6 

10.3 

15.7 

15.8 

16.5 

14.9 

14.4 

16.1 

16.9 

18.6 

10.0 

13.4 

15.5 

17,0 

10.6 

14.1 

19,5 

25.5 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

1,245  Q  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0 


100,0 

100.0 

100.0 

0.2 

0.1 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

0.7 

0,3 

0.2 

1.8 

0.8 

0.4 

2.2 

2.1 

1.0 

3.8 

2.6 

2.5 

6.4 

4.4 

3.0 

9.8 

7.4 

5.2 

11.8 

11.0 

8.6 

14.3 

13.1 

12.6 

15.1 

15.3 

14.4 

12.2 

15.6 

16.1 

8.9 

11.6 

16.3 

5.9 

7.7 

10.4 

6.5 

7.9 

10.2 

99.6 

99.8 

100.0 

0.1 

0.3 

0.1 

0.6 

0.3 

0.1 

1.2 

0.6 

0.5 

"o'.  2 

3.1 

1.5 

0.8 

0.6 

3.7 

3.9 

2.0 

1.2 

6.3 

4.6 

5.1 

2.8 

10.1 

7.7 

6.0 

7.0 

14.4 

12.1 

9.7 

7.9 

15.8 

16.4 

14.5 

12,3 

16.5 

16.8 

18.3 

17.1 

14.1 

15.9 

16.9 

19.4 

14.0 

19.9 

25.9 

31.6 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

' 

100.0 

o.i 

n  1 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

0.7 

0.3 

0.2 

1.9 

0.8 

0.4 

2.6 

2.1’ 

0.9 

4.8 

2.8 

2.6 

7.6 

5.4 

3.2 

10.4 

8.4 

6.2 

12.1 

11.6 

9.5 

13.4. 

13.2 

13.0 

13.1 

14.4 

14.5 

10.9 

13.6 

15.2 

8.7 

10.6 

13.6 

6.3 

7.8 

9.7 

7.3 

8.8 

11.1 

99.6 

99.8 

100.0 

0,1  . . — 

0,3  0.1  - - 

0.6  0.4  0.2 
1.3  0.7  0.6 


100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0 100.0 


^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
met  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age.  and  sex. 


^The  figures  for  the  population  56  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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Table  III.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  MEDIUM  FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY  AND  NET  IMMIGRATION  OF  500,000  PERSONS  DURING  EACH 
5-YEAR  PERIOD  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950  TO  1975 


(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 

POPULATION  (in  thousands)! 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

1940* 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

I960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

ALL  CLASSES 

■ 

Total,  ail  ages 

131,669 

139,621 

145,959 

150,911 

155,075 

159,055 

162,888 

166,069 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100. b 

100.0 

Under  6  years - 

10,542 

13,147 

12,150 

11 , 199 

10,866 

11,137 

11,447 

11,278 

8.0 

9.4 

8.3 

7.4 

7.0 

7.0 

7.0 

6.8 

5  to  9  years _ _ — . 

10,685 

11.347 

13,917 

12,876 

11,880 

11,540 

11,834 

12,164 

8.1 

8.1 

9.5 

8.5 

7,7 

7.3 

7.3 

7.3 

10  to  14  years - 

11,746 

10,649 

11,337 

13,904 

12,872 

11,884 

11,547 

11,844 

8.9 

7.6 

7.8 

9.2 

8.3 

7.5 

7.1 

7.1 

15  to  19  years - 

12,334; 

11,652 

10,656 

11,347 

13,910 

12,887 

11,907 

11,574 

9.4 

8.3 

7.3 

7.5 

9.0 

8.1 

7.3 

7,0 

20  to  24  years _ 

11,688. 

12,158 

11,704 

10,727 

11,421 

13,975 

12,965 

11,993 

8.8 

8.7 

8.0 

7.1 

7.4 

8.8 

8.0 

7.2 

25  to  29  years _ 

ll,097i 

11,470 

12,149 

11,715 

10,756 

11,452 

13,995 

13,000 

8.2 

8.3 

7.8 

6.9 

7.2 

8.6 

7.8 

30  to  34  years . . 

10,242 

11,007 

11,385 

12,072 

11,654 

10,713 

11,410 

13,940 

7.8 

7.9 

7,8 

8.0 

7.5 

6.7 

7.0 

8.4 

35  to  39  years - : 

9,545* 

10,151 

10,847 

11,239 

11,933 

11,531 

10,610 

11,306 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

7.4 

7.7 

7.2 

6.5 

6.8 

40  to  44  years . . 

8,788 

9,401 

9,933 

10,637 

11,044 

11,740 

11,356 

10,468 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

7.0 

7.1 

7.4 

7.0 

,6.3 

45  to  49  years _ .... 

8,255 

8,551 

9,108 

9,668 

10,386 

10,808 

11,502 

11,135 

6.3 

,6.1 

6.2 

6.4 

6.7 

6.8 

7.1 

6.7 

50  to  54  years _ 

7,257 

7,884 

8,151 

8,719 

9.298 

10,019 

10,449 

11,133 

5.5 

5.6 

5.6 

5.8 

6.0 

6.3 

6.4 

6.7 

5,868 

6  789 

7,334 

7  615 

8,183 

8,769 

9,475 

9,900 

4.5 

4.9 

5.0 

5.0 

5.3 

5.5 

5.8 

6.0 

60  to  64  years _ 

4;  760 

5,306 

6,092 

6,601 

6,879 

7,419 

71985 

8,653 

3.6 

3.8 

4.2 

4.4 

4.4 

4.7 

4.9 

5.2 

65  to  69  years. _ 

3,748 

4,071 

4,513 

5,198 

5,653 

5,909 

6,387 

6,890 

2.8 

2.9 

3.1 

3.4 

3.6 

3.7 

3.9 

4,1 

70  to  74  years . . . 

2,561 

2,962 

3,185 

3,534 

4,076 

4,441 

4,650 

6,032 

1.9 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.6 

2.8 

2.9 

3.0 

75  years  and  over _ 

2,655 

3,077 

3.499 

3,860 

4,264 

4,831 

5,367 

5,768 

2.0 

2.2 

2.4 

2.6 

2.7 

3.0 

3.3 

3.5 

14  years  and  over _ _ 

101,103 

106,698 

110,749 

115,557 

122,160 

126,938 

130,375 

133,118 

76.8 

76.4 

76.9 

76.6 

78.8 

79.8 

80.0 

80.2 

29.0 

30.5 

32.5 

33.4 

34.0 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

132  632 

146  75*^ 

l.'i.'i  SOI 

l.t^Q  BOA 

163 

166,826 

11*592 

12*215 

19  036 

Male,  all  ages 

66.062 

69,695 

72,671 

74,996 

76,977 

78,923 

80,852 

82,505 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years.  . . 

5,355 

6,702 

6,195 

5,714 

6,546 

5,685 

5,845 

5,761 

8.1 

9.6 

8.5 

7.6 

7.2 

7.2 

7.2 

7.0 

5  to  9  years . . 

5,419 

5,777 

7,109 

6,579 

6,075 

5,903 

6,056 

6,226 

8.2 

8.3 

9.8 

8.8 

7.9 

7.5 

/ .  i) 

7  *  D 

10  to  14  years.  . . 

5,952 

5,399 

5,772 

7,102 

6,578 

6,078 

5,908 

6,063 

9.0 

7.7 

7.9 

9.6 

8.5 

7.7 

7.3 

7.3 

15  to  19  years . . 

6,180 

5,895 

5,403 

5,778 

7,105 

6,586 

6,091 

5,924 

9.4 

8.5 

7.4 

7.7 

9.2 

8.3 

TTd 

7,2 

20  to  24  years . . . 

5,692 

6,035 

5,936 

5,454 

5,830 

7,152 

6,641 

6,150 

'  8.6 

8.7 

8.2 

7.3 

7.6 

9.1 

8,2 

7.6 

25  to  29  years.  . . 

5,451 

5,590 

6,036 

5,947 

5,475 

5,852 

7,168 

6,665 

8.3 

8.0 

8.3 

7.9 

7..1 

7.4 

8.9 

8.1 

30  to  34  years . . . 

5,070 

5,385 

5,543 

5,992 

5,911 

5,449 

5,827 

7,136 

7,7 

7.7 

7.6 

8,0 

7.7 

6.9 

7.2 

8.6 

35  to  39  years.„_ . 

4,746 

5,014 

5,290 

5,456 

5,907 

5,833 

5,383 

5,760 

7.2 

7.2 

7.3 

7.3 

7.7 

7.4 

6.7 

7.0 

40  to  44  years.  . . 

4,419 

4,661 

4,883 

5,165 

5,340 

5,790 

5,725 

5,287 

6.7 

6.7 

6.7 

6.9 

6.9 

7.3 

7.1 

6.4 

45  to  49  years . . 

4,209 

4,275 

4,487 

4,725 

5,018 

5,201 

5,648 

5,691 

6.4 

6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

6.5 

6.6 

7.0 

6.8 

50  to  54  years . . 

3,753 

3,977 

4,034 

4,257 

4,508 

4,805 

4,994 

5,432 

5.7 

5.7 

5.6 

5.7 

5.9 

6.1 

6.2 

6.6 

55  to  59  years. . . 

3,025 

3,455 

3,645 

3,717 

3,945 

4,201 

4.493 

4,681 

4.6 

5.0 

5.0 

5,0  ^ 

5.1 

5.3  ! 

6.6 

5.7 

60  to  64  years.__ . 

2,413  1 

2,677  ‘ 

3,034 

3,212 

3,289 

3,507 

3,754 

4,029 

3.7 

3.8 

4.2 

4.3  i 

4.3 

4.4  : 

4.6 

4 . 9 

65  to  69  years . . . 

1,869 

2,006 

2,214 

2,519 

^678 

2,753 

2,944 

3,159 

2.8 

2.9 

3.0 

3.4  : 

3 . 5 

3.5  ! 

3.6 

3.8 

70  to  74  years . . 

1,265 

1,423 

1,514 

1,672 

r,906 

2,030 

2,090 

2,237 

1.9 

2,0 

2.1 

2.2 

2.5 

2.6  ! 

2.6 

2.7 

75  years  and  over . 

1,244 

1,422 

1,577 

1,708 

1,868 

2,095 

2,284 

2,405 

1.9 

2.0 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.7  1 

2.8 

2.9 

14  years  and  over . 

50,554 

62,943 

54,713 

56,941 

60,160 

62,505 

•  64,227 

65,652 

76.5 

76.0 

76.3 

75.9 

78.2 

79.2 

79.4 

79.6 

A/TAflian 

29.1 

00  e; 

9Q  Q 

9A  Q 

31.6 

S9  0 

32.3 

33.1 

Adjusted  for  census 

.  0 

oU  *  0 

j 

underenumeration 

of  children 

4 11  n.^pR 

66  518 

73  094  ; 

77  362 

79  320 

81 , 260 

82,907  i 

/  U  j  xOZt 

t D  y  OOo 

A  lAA 

5  931 

R  ns9 

6  253 

6*163 

Female,  all  ages.. 

0 )  OX  1 

65,608 

69,926 

73,289 

D,  iUD 

75,915 

78,098 

0  ,  \JO£i 

80,132 

82,036 

83,563 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

TTndftr  .5  years  . 

5,187 

6,445 

5,955 

5,485 

5,320 

5,451 

5,601 

5,518 

7.9 

9.2 

8.1 

7.2 

6.8 

6.8 

6.6 

.6  to  9  years 

5  266 

5*570 

6  808 

6*297 

6,805 

5  636 

5,779 

5,938 

8.0 

8.0 

9,3 

8.3 

7.4 

7.0 

7.0 

7.1 

10  to  14  years . . 

5,794 

5;  250 

5,565 

6^802 

6,294 

5,806 

5,639 

6.782 

8.8 

7.5 

7.6 

9.0 

8.1 

7.2 

6.9 

6.9 

15  to  19  years . . 

6,153 

5,756 

5,254 

5,569 

6,805 

6,301 

5,816 

5,650 

9.4 

8.2 

7  • 

7.3 

8.7 

7.9 

7.1 

6.8 

20  to  24  years.__  . 

5,895 

6.122 

5,768 

5,273 

5,591 

6,823 

6,324 

6,842 

9.0 

8.8 

7.9 

6.9 

7.2 

8.5 

7.7 

7.0 

25  to  29  years. . . 

5,646 

5,880 

6,113 

5,768 

5,281 

5,600 

6.827 

6,336 

8.6 

8,4 

8.3 

7.6 

6.8 

7.0 

8.3 

7.6 

30  to  34  years. _ 

5,172 

5,621 

-5,842 

6,080 

5,743 

5,264 

5,583 

6,805 

7.9 

8.0 

8.0 

8.0 

7.4 

6.6 

6.8 

8.1 

35  to  39  years . . 

4,800 

5,137 

5,557 

5,784 

6,026 

5,698 

5,227 

6,546 

7.3 

7.3 

7.6 

7.6 

7.7 

7.1 

6.4 

6.6 

40  to  44  years _ 

4,369 

4,739 

5,050 

5,472 

5,704 

5,950 

5,631 

5,171 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

6.9 

6.2 

45  to  49  years _ 

4,046 

4,277 

4,622 

4,943 

5,369 

5,607 

5,854 

5,544 

6.2 

6.1 

6.3 

6.5 

6.9 

7.0 

7,1 

6.6 

50  to  54  years _ 

3,504 

3,907 

4,116 

4,462 

4,790 

5,214 

5,455 

5,701 

0.3 

5.6 

5.6 

5.9 

6.1 

6.5 

6.6 

6.8 

55  to  59  years _ 

2,843 

3,334 

3,689 

3,898 

4,238 

4,568 

4,982 

5,219 

4.3 

4.8 

5.0 

5*1 

5.4 

5.7 

6.1 

6,2 

60  to  64  years _ 

2,347 

2,629 

3,058 

3,389 

3,590 

3,912 

4,232 

4,624 

3.6 

3.8 

4.2 

4.6 

4.6 

4.9 

5.2 

5.5 

65  to  69  years _ 

1,879 

2,065 

2,299 

2,679 

2,975 

3,156 

3,443 

3,731 

2.9 

3.0 

3.1 

3.6 

3.8 

3.9 

4.2 

4.5 

70  To  74  years.  _ 

1,296 

1 , 539 

1,671 

1,862 

2,170 

2,411 

2,560 

2,795 

2.0 

2.2 

2.3 

2.5 

2.8 

3.0 

3.1 

3.3 

754years  and  over _ 

1,411 

1,655 

1,922 

2,152 

2,396 

2,736 

3,083 

3,363 

2.2 

2.4 

2.6 

2.8 

3.1 

3.4 

3.8 

4.0 

14  years  and  over _ 

TVTeHian  age  (years) _ 

50,549 

29.0 

53,755 
29  9 

56,036 

31.0 

58,617 

32.3 

62,000 

33.4 

64.433 

34.2 

66,148 

34.5 

67.467 

34.9 

77.0 

76.9 

76.5 

77.2 

79.4 

80.4 

80.6 

80.7 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All  ages.. _ ........... _ 

66  014 

70  332 

73  665 

76  263 

78  439 

80 , 484 

82,397 

83  919 

TTndpr  .5  vpar* 

6,593 

6*851 

6*331 

5;  833 

5*661 

5|803 

6*962 

5;  873 

^Published  totsds  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  66  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  non  white  population  as  enumerated. 
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FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Table  HI.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  MEDIUM  FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY  AND  NET  IMMIGRATION  OF  500,000  PERSONS  DURING  EACH 
5-YEAR  PERIOD  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

ag«,  anx>  sex 

POPULATION  (in  thousands  )1 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

19402 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945  < 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

TOTAL  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages 

118,215 

125,053 

130,516 

134,694 

138,076 

141,210 

144,186 

146,573 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . 

9,230 

11,533 

10,629 

9,762 

9,394 

9,581 

9,855 

9,707 

7.8 

9.2 

8.1 

7.2 

6.8 

6.8 

6,8 

6.6 

5  to  9  years. — . 

9,329 

9,815 

12,092 

11,153 

10,250 

9,869 

10,067 

10,356 

7.9 

7.8 

9.3 

8.3 

7.4 

7.0 

7.0 

7.1 

10  to  14  years . . 

10,353 

9,295 

9,814 

12,088 

11,156 

10,261 

9,882 

10,082 

8.8 

7.4 

7.5 

9.0 

8.1 

7.3 

6.9 

6.9 

15  to  19  years . . 

10,964 

10,275 

9,317 

9,838 

12,109 

11,184 

10,293 

9,918 

9.3 

8.2 

7.1 

7.3 

8.8 

7.9 

7.1 

6.8 

20  to  5l4  years . 

10,340 

10,814 

10,355 

9,410 

9,934 

12,198 

11,282 

10,397 

8.7 

8.6 

7.9 

7.0 

7.2 

8.6 

7.8 

7.1 

25  to  2:9  years - 

9,904 

10,248 

10,842 

10.397 

9,466 

9,  £192 

12,246 

11,341 

8.4 

8.2 

8.3 

7,7 

6.9 

7.1 

8.5 

7.7 

30  to  34  years . . 

9,206 

9,846 

10,203 

10,801 

10,368 

9,451 

9,979 

12,223 

7.8 

7.9 

7.8 

8.0 

7.5 

6.7 

6.9 

8.3 

35  to  39  years.- . 

8,517 

9,154 

9,733 

10,099 

10,701 

10,281 

9,380 

9,907 

7.2 

7.3 

7.5 

7.5 

7.8 

7.3 

6.5 

6.8 

40  to  44  years — . 

7,936 

8,426 

8,988 

9,575 

9,950 

10,554 

10,148 

9,266 

6.7 

6.7 

6.9 

7.1 

7.2 

7.5 

7.0 

6.3 

45  to  49  years . . 

7,533 

7,757 

8,203 

8,781 

9,380 

9,765 

10,367 

9,975 

6.4 

6.2 

6.3 

6.5 

6.8 

6.9 

7.2 

6.8 

50  to  54  years — . 

6,680 

7,234 

7,437 

7,895 

8,483 

9,086 

9,476 

10,070 

5.7 

6.8 

5.7 

5.9 

6.1 

6.4 

6.6 

6.9 

55  to  59  years — . 

5.427 

6,288 

6,772 

6,991 

7,454 

8,040 

8,634 

9,0.18 

4.6 

5.0 

5.2 

6.2 

5.4 

6.7 

6.0 

6.2 

60  to  64  years . — . 

4,417 

4,935 

5,675 

6,130 

6,361 

6,797 

7,358 

7,924 

3.7 

3.9 

4.3 

4,6 

4.6 

4.8 

5.1 

5.4 

65  to  69  years . . 

3,499 

3,797 

4,221 

4,868 

5,276 

5,485 

5,884 

6,380 

3.0 

3.0 

3.2 

3.6 

3.8 

3.9 

4.1 

4.4 

70  to  74  years - 

2,401 

2,778 

2,986 

3,321 

3,835 

4,165 

4,339 

4,661 

2.ff 

2.2 

2.3 

2.5 

2.8 

2.9 

3.0 

3.2 

75  years  and  over . 

2,480 

2,859 

3,251 

3,586 

3,967 

4,501 

4,996 

5,347 

2.1 

2.3 

2.5 

2.7 

2.9 

3,2 

3,5 

3.6 

14  years  and  over . 

91,428 

96,360 

99,883 

103,972 

109,623 

113,615 

116,372 

118,419 

77.3 

77.1 

76.5 

77.2 

79.4 

80.5 

80.7 

80.8 

Median  age  (years) . 

29.5 

30.3 

31.1 

32.2 

33.2 

34.0 

34.2 

34.7 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All  ages  . 

118,841 

125,680 

131,094 

135,225 

138,586 

141,731 

144,722 

147,101 

Under  5  years.— . 

9,856 

12,160' 

11,206 

10,292 

9,904 

10,101 

10,391 

10,235 

Male,  all  ages. — 

59,449 

62,540 

65,100 

67,054 

68,652 

70,177 

71,673 

72,919 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years —  . 

4,701 

5,895 

5,436 

4,995 

4,809 

4,906 

5,048 

4,973 

7.9 

9.4 

8.3 

7.4 

7.0 

7.0 

7.0 

6.8 

6  to  9  years . . 

4,745 

5,008 

6,191 

5,714 

5,255 

5,062 

5,165 

5,315 

8.0 

8.0 

9.5 

8,5 

7.7 

7.2 

7:2 

7.3 

5,259 

4,725 

5,008 

6 , 189 

5,716 

5,262 

5,070 

5  175 

8  8 

7  fi 

7  7 

9  2 

8  3 

7  5 

7  1 

15  to  19  years . . 

5;5L6 

5,210 

4,736 

5,021 

.  6,199 

5,731 

51280 

5;  090 

9!3 

8.3 

7.3 

7^5 

9!o 

8^2 

7.4 

7.0 

20  to  24  years — . 

5,114 

5,382 

5,264 

4,798 

5,084 

6,258 

5,796 

5,348 

8.6 

8.6 

8.1 

7.2 

7.4 

8.9 

8.1 

7.3 

25  to  29  years . . 

‘4,892 

5,022 

5,402 

5,291 

4,833 

5,121 

6,290 

5,833 

8.2 

8.0 

8.3 

7.9 

7.0 

7.3 

8.8 

8.0 

30  to  34  years — . 

4,573 

4,842 

4,995 

5,377 

5,273 

4,823 

5,111 

6,274 

7.7 

7.7 

7.7 

8.0 

7.7 

6.9 

7.1 

8.6 

35  to  39  years _ 

4,254 

4,536 

4,770 

4,929 

5,313 

5,214 

4,774 

5^062 

7*2 

7  .3 

7U3 

7  4. 

7  7 

7  4 

6  7 

6  9 

40  to  44  years _ - . 

3,995 

4,196 

4,432 

4,671 

4,836 

6,219 

5,128 

4  698 

6  7 

6  7 

6  8 

7  n 

7  n 

7  4 

7  2 

6  4 

45  to  49  years — . 

3.843 

3,882 

4,058 

4,304 

4,552 

4,722 

5,104 

5!  020 

6.5 

6.2 

6!2 

6.4 

6.6 

6.7 

7.1 

6.9 

50  to  54  years . . 

3,452 

3,651 

3,685 

3,870 

4,123 

4,376 

4,551 

4,925 

5.8 

5.8 

5.7 

5.8 

6.0 

6.2 

6.3 

6.8 

55  to  59  years . . 

2,790 

3,196 

3,366 

3,414 

3,606 

3,860 

4,109 

4,281 

4.7 

5.1 

5.2 

5.1 

6.3 

5.5 

5.7 

5.9 

60  to  64  years . . 

2,232 

2,481 

2,820 

2,980 

3,035 

3,220 

3,462 

3,698 

3.8 

4.0 

4.3 

4.4 

4.4 

4.6 

4.8 

5.1 

65  to  69  years . . 

1,737 

1,864 

2,061  1 

2,352 

2,495 

2,552 

2,714 

2,925  1 

.  2.9 

3.0 

3.2 

3.5 

3.6 

3.6 

3.8 

4.0 

70  tD  74  yftars 

1,183 

1,329 

1,413  1 

1,564 

1,787 

1,899 

1,945 

2,072 

2  0 

2  1 

2  2 

2  3 

2  6 

2  7 

2  7 

2  8 

75  years  and  over . 

1,162 

1,322 

1,464 

1,585 

1,735 

1,950 

2,125 

2,230 

2!o 

2^1 

2!2 

2^4 

2!6 

2!  8 

3.0 

3!i 

14  years  and  over . 

45,823 

47,903 

49,437 

51 , 323 

54,074 

56,031 

57,410 

58,478 

77.1 

76.6 

75.9 

76.5 

78.8 

79.8 

80.1 

80.2 

Median  age  (years) . 

29.5 

30.0 

30.5 

31.4 

32.3 

32.8 

33.1 

33.8 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All  ages . 

59,781 

62,872 

65,407 

67,336 

68,923 

70,453 

71,958 

73,199 

Under  5  years . 

5,034 

6,227 

5,742 

5,277 

5,080 

6,183 

5,333 

5,254 

Female,  all  ages.. 

58,766 

62,513 

65,416 

67,640 

69,424 

71,033 

72,513 

73,654 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years — . 

4,528 

5,639 

5,193 

4,767 

4,585 

4.674 

4,807 

4,734 

7.7 

9.0 

7.9 

7.0 

6.6 

6.6 

6.6 

6.4 

5  to  9  years . . 

4,584 

4,806 

5,901 

5,439 

4,995 

4,807 

4,902 

5,041 

7.8 

7.7 

9.0 

8.0 

7.2 

6.8 

6.8 

6.8 

10  to  14  years . . 

5,094 

4,570 

4,806 

5,899 

5,440 

4,999 

4,812 

4,907 

8.7 

7.3 

7.3 

8.7 

7.8 

7,0 

6.6 

6.7 

15  to  19  years — . 

5,448 

5,065 

'  4,581 

4,817 

5,910 

5,453 

5,014 

4,828 

9.3 

8.1 

7.0 

7.1 

8.5 

7,7 

6.9 

6.6 

20  to  24  years . . 

5,227 

5,431 

5,091 

4,612 

4,850 

5,939 

5,487 

5,049 

8.9 

8.7 

7.8 

6.8 

7.0 

8,4 

7.6 

6.9 

25  to  29  years . . 

5,012 

5,226 

5,439 

5,105 

4,632 

4,871 

5,957 

5,508 

8.5 

8.4 

8.3 

7.5 

6.7 

6.9 

8.2 

7.5 

30  to  34  years . . . 

4,633 

5,004 

5,208 

5,423 

5,095 

4,628 

4,867 

5,949 

7.9 

8.0 

8.0 

8.0 

7.3 

6.5 

6.7 

8.1 

35  to  39  years . . 

4,262 

4,618 

4,963 

1  5,170 

5,388 

5,067 

4,606 

4,845 

7.3 

7.4 

7.6 

7.6 

7.8 

7.1 

6.4 

6.6 

40  to  44  years . . 

3,941 

4,229 

4,557 

4,904 

5,115 

5,334 

5,020 

4,567 

6.7 

6.8 

7.0 

7.2 

7.4 

7.5 

6.9 

6.2 

45  to  49  years.— . 

3,690 

3,875 

4,145 

4,477 

4,828 

5,042 

5.263 

4,956 

6.3 

6.2 

6.3 

6.6 

7.0 

7.1 

7.3 

6.7 

50  to  54  years. . . 

3,229 

3,583 

3,752 

4,025 

.4,359 

4,710 

4,926 

5,145 

5.5 

5.7 

6.7 

6.0 

6.3 

6.6 

6.8 

7.0 

55  to  59  years . . 

2,637 

3,092 

3,406 

3,577 

3,849 

4,180 

4,524 

4,737 

4.5 

4.9 

5.2 

5.3 

5.5 

5.9 

6.2 

6.4 

60  to  64  years.  . . 

2,184 

2,454 

2,855 

3,150 

3,316 

3,578 

3,896 

4,226 

3.7 

3.9 

4.4 

4.7 

4.8 

5.0 

5,4 

5.7 

65  to  69  years . . 

1,762 

1,933 

2,160 

2,516 

2,781 

2,933 

3,169 

3,455 

3.0 

3.1 

3.3 

3.7 

4.0 

4.1 

4.4 

4.7 

70  to  74  years.— . 

1,217 

1,449 

1,572 

1,757 

2,048 

2,266 

2,393 

2,590 

2.1 

2.3 

2.4 

2.6 

2.9 

3.2 

3.3 

3.5 

75  years  and  over _ 

1,318 

1,537 

1,787 

2,001 

2,232 

2,551 

2,870 

3,117 

2.2 

2.5 

2.7 

3.0 

3.2 

3.6 

4.0 

4.2 

14  years  and  over . 

45,605 

48,457 

50,446 

52,649 

55,548 

57,584 

58,962 

59,941 

77.6 

77.5 

77.1 

77.8 

80.0 

81.1 

81.3 

81.4 

Median  age  (years)....^. 

29.5 

30.5 

31.6 

32.9 

34.2 

35.1 

35.4 

35.8 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All  ages . 

59,060 

62,808 

65,687 

67,889 

69 , 663 

71,277 

72,764 

73  901 

Under  5  years . . 

4,822 

5,933 

5,464 

5,015 

4,824 

4,918 

5,058 

4,981 

_ _ _ 

. 

_ 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are  ^The  figures  for  the  population  65  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color,  for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 
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Table  III.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
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(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 

POPULATION  (in  thousands;* 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

19403 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

197S 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

NATIVE  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages 

106,796 

114,805 

121,148 

126,205 

130,442 

134,377 

138,059 

141,017 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . . 

9,221 

11,529 

10,620 

9,753 

9,385 

9,571 

9,846 

9,698 

8.6 

10.0 

8.8 

7.7 

7.2 

7.1 

7.1 

6.9 

5  to  9  years — . 

9,307 

9,799 

12,064 

11.121 

10,218 

9,836 

10,035 

10,324 

8.7 

8.5 

10.0 

8.8 

7.8 

7.3 

7.3 

7.3 

10  to  14  years.- . 

10,299 

9,265 

9,763 

12,026 

11,089 

10,193 

9,814 

10,014 

9.6 

8.1 

8.1 

9.5 

8.5 

7.6 

7.1 

7.1 

15  to  19  years.  _  . 

10,799 

10,205 

9,223 

9,723 

11,983 

11,052 

10,162 

9,786 

10.1 

8.9 

7.6 

7.7 

9.2 

8.2 

7.4 

6.9 

20  to  24  years . 

10,131 

10,623 

10,137 

9,168 

9,671 

11,923 

11,003 

10,117 

9.5 

9.3 

8.4 

7.3 

7.4 

8.9 

8.0 

7.2 

25  to  29  years . 

9,480 

10,008 

10,534 

10,061 

9,106 

9,612 

11,854 

10,944 

8.9 

8.7 

8.7 

8.0 

7.0 

7.2 

8.6 

7.8 

30  to  34  years.- . 

8,497 

9,404 

9.909 

10,440 

9,980 

9,039 

9,546 

11,778 

8.0 

8.2 

8.2 

8.3 

7.7 

6.7 

6.9 

8.4 

35  to  39  years . . 

7,468 

8,444 

9,280 

9,792 

10,327 

9.879 

8,955 

9,461 

7.0 

7.4 

7.7 

7.8 

7.9 

7.4 

6.5 

6.7 

40  to  44  years.- . 

6,673 

7,392 

8,288 

9,125 

9,643 

10,180 

9,747 

8,841 

6.2 

6.4 

6.8 

7.2 

7.4 

7.6 

7.1 

6.3 

45  to  49  years.- . 

6,029 

6,532 

7,195 

8,094 

8,935 

9,459 

9,996 

9,577 

5.6 

5.7 

5.9 

6.4 

6.8 

7.0 

7.2 

6.8 

50  to  64  years . 

5,115 

5,809 

6,266 

6,926 

Y,817 

8,651 

9,175 

9.705 

4.8 

5.1 

5  *2 

5.5 

6.0 

6.4 

6.6 

6.9 

55  to  69  years . 

4,108 

4,836 

5,448 

5,897 

6,543 

7,409 

8,219 

8,729 

3.8 

4.2 

4,5 

4.7 

5,0 

5.5 

6.0 

6.2 

60  to  64  years.- . 

3,348 

3,752 

4,383 

4.947 

5,368 

5,975 

6,785 

7,544 

3.1 

3.3 

3.6 

3.9 

4.1 

4,4 

4.9 

5.4 

65  to  69  years.- . 

2,687 

2,897 

3,231 

3,782 

4,278 

4,651 

5,183 

5,891 

2.6 

2.5 

2.7 

3.0 

3.3 

3.5 

3.8 

4.2 

70  to  74  years. . . 

1,798 

2,155 

2,299 

2,566 

3,006 

3,401 

3,699 

4,123 

1.7 

1.9 

1.9 

2.0 

2.3 

2.5 

2.7 

2.9 

75  years  and  over . 

1,835 

2,156 

2,509 

2,786 

3,093 

3,543 

4,041 

4,484 

1.7 

1.9 

2.1 

2.2 

2.4 

2.6 

2.9 

3.2 

14  years  and  over . 

80,077 

86,153 

90,590 

95,572 

102,081 

106,874 

110,337 

112,956 

75.0 

75.0 

74.8 

75.7 

T  78-3 

79.5 

79.9 

80.1 

26.9 

28.0 

29.2 

30.6 

32.8 

33.3 

34.1 

Adjnsted  for  census 

underenuraeration 

of  children 

All  ages . :... 

107,422 

115,431 

121,725 

126,735 

130,952 

134,897 

138,594 

141,544 

91847 

12; 155' 

11; 197 

10,283 

9,895 

10,092 

io;381 

10,225 

Male,  all  ages _ 

53,438 

57,206 

60,273 

62,718 

64,780 

66,722 

68,567 

70,072 

100  0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

lOO.O 

Under  5  years . . 

4,697 

5,893 

5,430 

4,990 

4,804 

4,901 

5,043 

4,968 

8.8 

10*3 

90 

8.0 

7.4 

7.3 

7.4 

7,1 

5  to  9  years  . . 

4,734 

5.000 

6,174 

5,694 

5,235 

5,042 

5,146 

5,295 

8.9 

8-7 

10.2 

9.1 

8.1 

7.6 

7.5 

7 

10  to  14  years..  . . 

5,232 

4,710 

4,978 

6,151 

5,675 

6,221 

5,029 

6,134 

9-8 

8-2 

8.3 

9.8 

8.8 

7.8 

7.3 

7  ^ 

15  to  19  years.- . 

5,434 

5,172 

4,682 

4,953 

6,124 

5,652 

6,201 

5,012 

10.2 

9.0 

7.8 

7.9 

9.5 

8.5 

7.6 

20  to  24  years . . 

5,015 

5,285 

5,133 

4,651 

4,923 

6,089 

5,623 

5,175 

9.4 

9.2 

8.5 

7.4 

7.6 

9.1 

8.2 

7-4 

25  to  29  years . . 

4,698 

4,904 

5,232 

5,088 

4,614 

4,888 

6,049 

5,688 

8.8 

8.6 

8.7 

8.1 

7.1 

7.3 

8.8 

8  0 

30  to  34  years . . 

4.230 

4,637 

4,847 

5,178 

5,041 

4,575 

4,849 

6,004 

7.9 

8.1 

8.0 

8.3 

7.8 

6.9 

7.1 

8  6 

35  to  39  years . . 

3,724 

4,193 

4,565 

4,780 

5,114 

4,983 

4,526 

4,800 

7.0 

7.3 

7.6 

7.6 

7.9 

7.5 

6.6 

6.8 

40  to  44  years...  . . 

3,338 

3,675 

4,101 

4,475 

4,695 

5,028 

4,905 

4,459 

6.2 

6.4 

6.8 

7.1 

7.2 

7.5 

7.2 

6  4 

45  to  49  years . . 

3.026 

3,250 

3.557 

3,986 

4,363 

4,587 

4,919 

4,803 

5.7 

5.7 

5.9 

6.4 

6.7 

6.9 

7.2 

6.9 

50  to  54  years. . . 

2,568 

2,886 

3,089 

3,395 

3,820 

4,195 

4,420 

4,746 

4.8 

5.0 

5.1 

5.4 

5.9 

6.3 

6.4 

6.8 

55  to  59  years. . . 

2,054 

2,390 

2,667 

2,866 

3,166 

3,577 

3,940 

4,159 

3-8 

4.2 

4.4 

4.6 

4.9 

5.4 

5.7 

5 .9 

60  to  64  years . . 

1,659 

1,832 

2,116 

2,367 

2,553 

2,831 

3,211 

3,547 

3.1 

3.2 

3.5 

3.8 

3.9 

4.2 

4.7 

5.1 

65  to  69  years . . 

1,314 

1,392 

1,531 

1,774 

1,990 

2,162 

2,392 

2,716 

2.^ 

2.4 

2.5 

2.8 

3.1 

3.2 

3.5 

3.9 

70  to  74  years . . 

873 

1,013 

1,063 

1,170 

1,356 

1,522 

1,646 

1,830 

1.6 

1.8 

1.8 

1.9 

2.1 

2.3 

2.4 

2.6 

75  years  and  over . 

840 

975 

1,105 

1,198 

1,307 

1,478 

1,668 

1,836 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

2.0 

2.2 

2.4 

2.6 

14  years  and  over . 

39,846 

42,591 

44,654 

47,041 

50,258 

52,632 

54,359 

55,687 

74.6 

74.5 

74.1 

75.0 

77.6 

78.9 

79.3 

79.5 

Median  age  (years) . 

26.7 

27.6 

28.6 

29.8 

31.0 

31.7 

32.3 

33.2 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenuraeration 

of  children 

All  ages . 

53.770 

57,538 

60,579 

63,000 

65,051 

66,998 

68,851 

70,352 

Under  5  years . . . 

5,029 

6,225 

5,737 

6,271 

5,075 

6,177 

5,327 

5,248 

Female,  all  ages.. 

53,358 

57,599 

60,875 

63,487 

65,662 

67,655 

69,493 

70,945 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . . 

4,524 

5,636 

5,189 

4,763 

4,581 

4,671 

4,803 

4,730 

8.5 

9.8 

8.5 

7.5 

7.0 

6.9 

6.9 

6.7 

5  to  9  years . . 

4,574 

4.799 

5,890 

5,426 

4,982 

4,794 

4,889 

5,028 

8.6 

8.3 

9.7 

8.5 

7.6 

7.1 

7.0 

7.1 

10  to  14  years . . 

5,067 

4,555 

4,784 

5,874 

5,413 

4,972 

4,785 

4,880 

9.5 

7.9 

7.9 

9.3 

8.2 

7.3 

6.9 

6.9 

15  to  19  years.- . 

5,366 

5,032 

4,540 

4,770 

5,859 

5,400 

4,961 

4,775 

10.1 

8.7 

7.5 

7.5 

8.9 

8.0 

7.1 

6.7 

20  to  24  years . . 

5,116 

5,339 

5,004 

4,517 

4,748 

5,834 

5,379 

4,942 

9.6 

9.3 

8.2  ■ 

7.1 

7.2 

8.6  1 

7.7 

7.0 

25  to  29  years,- . 

4,782 

5,105 

5,301 

4,973 

4,492 

4,724 

5,806 

5,355 

9.0 

8.9 

8.7 

7.8 

6.8 

7.0  ! 

8.4 

7.5 

.^0  to  34  years _ 

4,267 

4,768 

5,062 

5,261 

4,939 

4,464 

4,696 

5,774 

8.0 

8.3 

8. .3 

8.3 

7.5 

6.6  ' 

6.8 

8.1 

35  to  39  years.- . 

3,744 

4,251 

4,715 

5,012 

5,214 

4,897 

4,429 

4,661 

7.0 

7.4 

7.7 

7.9 

7^ 

7.2 

6.4 

eie 

40  to  44  years _ _ 

3.335 

3.716 

4,187 

4,650 

4,948 

5,152 

4,842 

4,382 

6.2 

6.5 

6.9 

7.3 

7.5 

7.6 

7.0 

6.2 

45  to  49  years.- . 

3,003 

3,282 

3,638 

4,108 

4,572 

4,872 

6,077 

4,774 

5.6 

5.7 

6.0 

6.5 

7.0 

7.2 

7.3 

6.7 

50  to  54  years . . 

2,546 

2,922 

3,177 

3,530 

3,997 

4,456 

4,755 

,  4,959 

4.8 

5.1 

5.2 

5.6 

6.1 

6.6 

6.8 

7.0 

55  to  59  years.- . 

2,054 

2,447 

2,781 

3,030 

3,377 

3,832 

4,279 

4,570 

3.8 

4.2 

4.6 

4.8 

5.1 

5.7 

6.2 

6.4 

60  to  64  years.-- . . 

1,689 

1,919 

2,267 

2,580 

2,815 

3,143 

3,574 

3,997 

3.2 

3.3 

3.7 

4.1 

4.3 

4.6 

5.1 

5.6 

65  to  69  years . . 

1,372 

1,505 

1,699 

2,009 

2,288 

2,499 

2,792 

3,175 

2.6 

2.6 

2.8 

3.2 

3,5  ! 

3.7 

4.0 

4.5 

70  to  74  years . . 

925 

1,141 

1,236 

1,396 

1,650 

1,879 

2,053 

2,293 

1.7 

2.0 

2.0 

2.2 

2.5 

2.8 

3.0 

3.2 

75  years  and  over . 

995 

1,181 

1,404 

1,587 

1,786 

2,065 

2,373 

2,648 

1.9 

2.0 

2.3 

2.5 

2.7  ! 

3.1 

3.4 

3.7 

14  years  and  over . 

40,231 

43,562 

45,937 

48,531 

51,823 

54,242 

55,978 

57,269 

75.4 

75.6 

75.5  i 

76.4 

78.9  ; 

80.2 

80.6 

80.7 

M^an  age  (years) . 

27.1 

28.4 

29.7 

31.3 

32.8 

33.8 

34.4 

35.0 

Adjusted  for  census 

underen  umeration 

of  children 

All  ages . 

53,652 

57,893 

61,146 

63,735 

65,901 

67,899 

69,743 

71.192 

Under  5  years, . . 

4,818 

5,931 

6,460 

5,011 

4,820 

4,914 

5,054 

4,977 

. 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativi^,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  65  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

POPULATION  (in  thousands)* 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

AGE,  AND  SEX 

19402 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

(Census) 

FOREIGN-BORN 

WHITE 

Total,  all  ages 

11,419 

10.248 

9,368 

8,489 

7,634 

6,833 

6,127 

5,555 

100.0 

100. 0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years 

8 

4 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

0.1 

0  i 

n  1 

0  1 

0  1 

0  1 

0  2 

.5  to  9  years _ 

22 

16 

27 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

0  2 

n  2 

0  6 

10  to  14  years . 

54 

30 

51 

63 

68 

68 

68 

68 

0  5 

0  3 

0  5 

1  ? 

15  to  19  years . 

165 

70 

94 

115 

127 

1.32 

132 

132 

1*4 

0  7 

20  to  24  years . . . 

210 

191 

218 

242 

263 

274 

2Sn 

280 

1  8 

1  9 

5  0 

25  to  29  years . 

424 

240 

308 

336 

359 

380 

392 

397 

3.7 

2.3 

3.3 

4.0 

4.7 

5.6 

6.4 

7!2 

.iO  to  34  years. . . 

709 

441 

293 

361 

388 

412 

433 

445 

6.2 

4.3 

3.1 

4.3 

5.1 

6.0 

7.1 

8.0 

35  to  39  years . 

1,048 

709 

453 

307 

374 

402 

425 

446 

9.2 

6.9 

4.8 

3.6 

4.9 

5.9 

6.9 

8.0 

40  to  44  years . 

1,263 

1,034 

701 

450 

307 

373 

401 

425 

11.1 

10.1 

7.5 

5.3 

4.0 

5.5 

6.5 

7.6 

45  to  49  years . 

1,504 

1,225 

1,008 

687 

445 

306 

371 

308 

13  2 

12  0 

10  8 

7  2 

50  to  54  years . 

11566 

l'425 

1,171 

969 

666 

435 

301 

365 

13  .'7 

1S'.9 

12.5 

11.4 

8.7 

6.4 

4.9 

6.6 

55  to  59  years . 

1,319 

1,452 

1,324 

1,094 

911 

631 

415 

289 

11.5 

14.2 

14.1 

12.9 

11.9 

9.2 

6.8 

5.2 

60  to  64  years . 

1,069 

1,183 

1,202 

1,183 

983 

823 

573 

379 

9.4 

11-5 

13.8 

13.9 

12.9 

12.0 

9.4 

6.8 

65  to  69  years . 

813 

901 

990 

1,085 

999 

834 

700 

490 

7.1 

8.8 

10.6 

12.8 

13.1 

12.2 

11.4 

8.8 

70  to  74  years . 

602 

624 

687 

755 

829 

764 

640 

538 

5.3 

6.1 

7.3 

8.9 

10.9 

11.2 

10.4 

9.7 

75  years  and  over . 

645 

703 

742 

800 

874 

958 

955 

862 

5.6 

6.9 

7.9 

9.4 

11.4 

14.0 

15.6 

15.5 

14  years  and  over . 

11,351 

10,206 

9,293 

8,400 

7,541 

6,741 

6,035 

5,464 

99.4 

99.6 

99.2 

99.0 

98.8 

98.7 

98.5 

98.3 

Median  age  (years) . 

51.0 

54.1 

56.3 

58.1 

59.3 

59.7 

57.6 

52.0 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All  ages . 

11,420 

10,248 

9,369 

8,490 

7,634 

6,834 

6,128 

Under  5  years . 

9 

5 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Male,  all  ages _ 

6,011 

5,334 

4,827 

4,336 

3,872 

3,455 

3,106 

2,847 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years..._ . 

4 

2 

5 

5 

5 

.5 

5 

5 

0  1 

0  1 

n  1 

0  1 

0  2 

0.2 

5  to  9  years . 

11 

8 

16 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

0.2 

0.2 

0.3 

o!4 

o!5 

O.Q 

0.6 

0.7 

10  to  14  years . 

27 

15 

30 

38 

41 

41 

41 

41 

0.5 

0.3 

0.6 

0.9 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

15  to  19  years . . . 

82 

37 

53 

68 

76 

79 

79 

79 

1.4 

0.7 

1.1 

1.6 

2.0 

2.3 

2,5 

2.8 

20  to  24  years . 

99 

98 

131 

147 

161 

169 

172 

172 

1.6 

1.8 

2.7 

3.4 

4.2 

4.9 

5.5 

6.1 

25  to  29  years . 

194 

118 

170 

203 

219 

233 

241 

245 

3.2 

2.2 

3.5 

-  4.7 

5.7 

6.8 

7.8 

8.6 

30  to  34  years . 

343 

205 

147 

199 

232 

248 

262 

270 

5.7 

3.8 

3.1 

4.6 

6.0 

7.2 

8.4 

9.5 

35  to  39  years . 

530 

343 

204 

148 

199 

232 

248 

262 

8.8 

6.4 

4.2 

3.4 

5.1 

6.7 

8.0 

9.2 

40  to  44  years . 

657 

521 

330 

196 

141 

191 

223 

240 

10.9 

9.8 

6.8 

4.5 

3.6 

5,5 

7.2 

8.4 

45  to  49  years . 

817 

632 

500 

318 

18S 

136 

185 

217 

13.6 

11.8 

10.4 

7.3 

4.9 

3.9 

6.0 

7.6 

.50  to  54  years . . 

883 

764 

596 

475 

304 

181 

131 

178 

14.7 

14.3 

12.3 

11.0 

7.8 

5.2 

4.2 

6.3 

55  to  59  years . 

736 

807 

609 

548 

439 

283 

169  ; 

123 

12.2 

15.1 

14.5 

12.6 

11.3 

8.2 

5.4 

4.3 

60  to  64  years . 

v573 

648 

704 

612 

482 

380 

251 

151 

9.5 

12.2 

14.6 

14.1 

12.5 

11.2 

8.1 

5.3 

65  to  69  years . . . 

423 

472 

530 

579 

505 

400 

323 

200 

7.0 

8.9 

11.0 

13.3 

13.0 

11.6 

10.4 

7.4 

70  to  74  years... . 

310 

316 

350 

394 

431 

377 

290 

242 

5.2 

5.9 

7.3 

9.1 

11.1 

10.9 

9.6 

8.5 

75  years  and  over . 

322 

347 

359 

386  , 

428 

473 

457 

304 

5.3 

6.5 

7.4 

8.9 

11.1 

13.7 

14.7 

13.8 

14  years  and  over . 

5,977 

5,312 

4,783 

4,282 

3,816 

3,399 

3,051 

2,701 

99.4 

99.6 

99.1 

98.8 

98.6 

98.4 

98.2 

98.0 

Median  age  (years) . 

51.4 

154.5  ; 

56.6 

58.2 

59.0 

58.4 

52.9 

47.1 

.Adjusted  for  census 

u  nderenu  meration 

of  children 

-All  ages . 

6  oil 

5,334 

4,828 

4 ,  ,336 

3,872 

3*455 

3,107 

2,847 

Under  5  years . . . i 

4 

2 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Female,  all  ages 

5,408 

4,914 

4,541 

4,154 

3,762 

3,378 

3,021 

2,709 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years.. . . . 

4 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

0  1 

0  1 

0. 1 

0  1 

O.l 

0.1 

0.1 

5  to  9  years . 

11 

7 

11 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

0.2 

0.1 

0.2 

0.3 

o!3 

0.4 

o!4 

0.5 

10  to  14  years..._ . . . 

27 

14 

21 

25 

27 

27 

27 

27 

0.5 

0.3 

0.5 

0.6 

0.7 

0.8 

0,9 

1.0 

15  to  19  years . 

82 

33 

40 

47 

51 

53 

53 

53 

1.5 

0.7 

0.9 

1.1 

1.4 

1.6 

1.8 

2.0 

20  to  24  years. . 

111 

93 

87 

95 

102 

105 

107 

107 

2.0 

1.9 

1.9 

2.3 

2.7 

3.1 

3.6 

4.0 

25  to  29  years 

231 

122 

138 

133 

140 

147 

151 

153 

4.  Q 

2  ,5 

3  0 

3  2 

3  7 

4  4 

5  0 

5  6 

30  to  34  years . 

366 

236 

146 

162 

1.^7 

164 

171 

175 

.  0 
6.8 

4!s 

3^2 

3!9 

4!2 

4^9 

5!  7 

6.5 

35  to  39  years..._ . 

518 

366 

248 

159 

175 

170 

177 

184 

9.6 

7.5 

5.5 

3.8 

4.6 

5.0 

5,9 

6.8 

40  to  44  years . 

606 

513 

370 

254 

166 

182 

178 

185 

11.2 

10.4 

8.2 

6.1 

4.4 

5.4 

5.9 

6.8 

45  to  49  years . 

687 

593 

507 

369 

256 

170 

186 

182 

12.7 

12.1 

11.2 

8.9 

6.8 

5.0 

6.2 

6.7 

50  to  54  vea.rs 

682 

661 

575 

494 

362 

254 

171 

186 

12.6 

13.4 

12.7 

11.9 

9,6 

7,5 

5.6 

6.9 

55  to  59  years . 

583 

645 

625 

546 

472 

348 

246 

167 

10.8 

13.1 

13.8 

13.2 

12.5 

10,3 

8.1 

6.2 

60  to  64  years . 

496 

535 

588 

571 

501 

434 

322 

228 

9.2 

10.9 

12.9 

13,7 

13.3 

12.9 

10.7 

8.4 

65  to  69  years . 

390 

428 

460 

507 

493 

434 

378 

280 

7.2 

8.7 

10.1 

12.2 

13.1 

12.9 

12.5 

10.4 

70  to  74  years . 

292 

308 

336 

361 

398 

387 

341 

206 

5.4 

6.3 

7.4 

8.7 

10.6 

11.5 

11.3 

10.9 

75  years  and  over 

323 

357 

383 

414 

446 

486 

498 

469 

6.0 

7.3 

8.4 

10.0 

11.8 

14.4 

16.5 

17.3 

14  years  and  over . 

5,375 

4,895 

4,, 510 

4,118 

3,725 

3,342 

2,984 

2,672 

99.4 

99.6 

99.3 

99.1 

99.0 

98.9 

98.8 

98.6 

Median  age  (years).. .. 

50,5 

53.6 

56.0 

57.9 

59.5 

60.6 

60.4 

57.6 

.Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

•Ml  ages . 

5,408 

4,915 

4,541 

4,154 

3,762 

3,378 

3,021 

2,709  . 

Under  5  years . 

4 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4  . 

NONWHITE 

(Same  as  in  table  II) 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age.  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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Table  IV.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  LOW  FERTILITY,  HIGH  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1950  TO  1975 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)! 


ALL  CLASSES 

Total,  all  ages  131,669  139,621  144,922  147,990  149,827  151,047  151,627  151,090 

Under5  years .  10,542  13,147  11,691  10,029  9,414  9,364  9,255  8,648 

5  to  9  years . 10,685  11,347  13,888  12,358  10,608  9,965  9,917  9,800 

10  to  14  years..._ .  11,746  10,649  11,301  13,838  12,318  10,575  9,937  9,890 

15  to  19  years .  12,334  11,652  10,590  11,245  13,773  12,263  10,530  9,895 

20  to  24  years..... .  11,588  12,158  11,554  10,508  11,163  13,678  12,179  10,458 

25  to  29  years .  11,097  11,470  12,028  11,442  10,413  11,064  13,563  12,078 

30  to  34  years .  10,242  11,007  11,328  11,892  11,319  10,302  10,950  13,427 

35  to39  years .  9,545  10,151  10,827  11,159  11,726  11,165  10,164  10,804 

40  to  44  years .  8,788  9,401  9,923  10,601  10,941  11,506  10,959  9,979 

45  to  49  years .  8,255  8,551  9,086  9,616  10,285  10,628  11,184  10,653 

50  to  54  years..._ .  7,257  7,884  8,127  8,649  9,172  9,820  10,155  10,689 

55  to  59  years- .  5,868  6,789  7,316  7,552  8,044  8,547  9,155  9,473 

60  to  64  years .  4,760  5,306  6,081  6,561  6,779  7,225  7,689  8,240 

65  to  69  years .  3,748  4,071  4,502  5,163  5,578  5,770  6.154  6,561 

70  to  74  years . . .  2,561  2,962  3,182  3,521  4,042  4,375  4,. 533  4,841 

75  years  and  over .  2,655  3 , 077  3 , 498  3 , 855  4 , 251  4 , 799  5 , 304  5 , 653 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


14  years  and  over.,... 
Median  age  (years).. 


114,386  120,126  123,375  124,528  124,724 
31.9  33.2  34.2  34.8  35.6 


Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  cbildren 


.411  ages . 

Under  5  years... 


Male,  all  ages... 

Under  5  years . 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years . . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years . 

.30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . 


40  to  44  year8.„ . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years _ 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over.. 


14  years  and  over.... 
Median  age  (years).. 


132,532 

140,484 

145,692 

148,654 

150,456 

151,677 

152,247 

151,669 

11,404 

14,009 

12,461 

10,693 

10,044 

9,994 

9,875 

9.227 

66,062 

69,695 

72,111 

73,430 

74,166 

74,638 

74,837 

74,518 

5,355 

6,702 

5,961 

5,116 

4,803 

4,779 

~4,724 

4,415 

5,419 

5,777 

7,091 

6,313 

5.421 

5,094 

5,070 

5,011 

5,952 

5,399 

5,751 

7,062 

6,289 

5,401 

5,077 

5,054 

6,180 

5,895 

5,363 

5,717 

7,023 

6,256 

5,374 

5,052 

5,692 

6,035 

5,841 

5,318 

5,671 

6,970 

6,209 

5,334 

5,451 

5,590 

5,962 

5,777 

5,263 

5,614 

6,903 

6.150 

5,070 

5,385 

5,511 

5,885 

5,706 

5,200 

5,548 

6,824 

4,746 

5,014 

5,285 

5,418 

5,791 

5,618 

5,121 

5,465 

4,419 

4,661 

4,885 

5,159 

5,296 

5,666 

5,499 

5,014 

4,209 

4,275 

4,478 

4,706 

4,978 

5,117 

5,479 

5,319 

3,753 

3,977 

4,023 

4,223 

4,448 

4,709 

4,845 

5,190 

3,025 

3,455 

3,636 

3,683 

3,870 

4,083 

4,325 

4,453 

2,413 

2,677 

3,028 

3,189 

3,233 

3,399 

3,591 

3,805 

1,869 

2,006 

2,207 

2,497 

2,633 

2,670 

2,809 

2,972 

1,265 

1,423 

1,512 

1,663 

1,883 

1,988 

2,018 

2,125 

1,244 

1,422 

1,577 

1,706 

1,860 

2,075 

2,245 

2,337 

50,554 

52,943 

54,393 

56,276 

59,000 

60,504 

60,992 

61,045 

29.1 

29.5 

30.1 

31.2 

32.3 

33.1 

33.7 

34.6 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 


All  ages . 

Under  5  years... 


Under  5  years . 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years.  _.... 

15  to  19  years . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . . 

35  to  39  years . 


40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years.- . 

50  to  54  years.- . 

55  to  59  years . . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over.. 


14  years  and  over..... 
^^edian  age  (years).. 


Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

.All  ages . - .  66,014 

Under  5  years. .  5,593 


70,332  73,173 

6,851  6,092 


74,872  75,956  76,705  77,081 

5,226  4,907  4,881  4,822 


66,518 

70,152 

72,519 

73,782 

74,500 

74,972 

75,165 

74,825 

5,811 

7,158 

6,369 

5,467 

5,137 

5,112 

5,052 

4,722 

65,608 

69,926 

72,811 

74,560 

75,661 

76,409 

76,790 

76,572 

5,187 

6,445 

5,729 

4,914 

4,611 

4,586 

4,531 

4,234 

5,266 

5,570 

6,797 

6,046 

5,187 

4,872 

4,847 

4,789 

5,794 

5,250 

5,551 

6,776 

6,029 

5,174 

4,860 

4,836 

6,153 

5,756 

5,227 

5,529 

6,750 

6,007 

5,156 

4,843 

5,895 

6,122 

5,713 

5,190 

5,492 

6,709 

5,970 

5,124 

5,646 

5,880 

6,067 

5,666 

5,150 

5,450 

6,660 

5,927 

5,172 

5,621 

5,817 

6,007 

5,613 

5,103 

5,402 

6,603 

4,800 

5,137 

5,541 

5,741 

5,935 

5,547 

5,043 

5,340 

4,369 

4,739 

5,039 

5,442 

5,645 

5,840 

5,460 

4,965 

4,046 

4,277 

4,608 

4,909 

5,307 

5,511 

5,705 

5,334 

3,504 

3,907 

4,104 

4,426 

4,725 

5,111 

5,310 

5,499 

2,843 

3,334 

3,681 

3,870 

4,174 

4,464 

4,829 

5,020 

2,347 

2,629 

3,053 

3,372 

3,547 

3,827 

4,098 

4,435 

1,879 

2,065 

2.295 

2,666 

2,946 

3.100 

3,345 

3,590 

1,296 

1,539 

1,670 

1,857 

2,159 

2,388 

2,515 

2,716 

1,411 

1,655 

1,921 

2,150 

2,391 

2,724 

3,059 

3,317 

50,549 

53,755 

55 , 785 

58,110 

61 , 126 

62,871 

63,536 

63.678 

29.0 

29.9 

31.1 

32.6 

34.1 

35.3 

36.0 

36.8 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100  0 

100.0 

8.0 

9.4 

8.1 

6.8 

6.3 

6.2  , 

6.1 

5.7 

8.1 

8.1 

9.6 

8.4 

7.1 

6.6 

6,5 

6.5 

8.9 

7.6 

7.8 

9.4 

8.2 

7.0 

6.6 

6.5 

9.4 

8.3 

7.3 

7.6 

9.2 

8.1 

6.9 

6.5 

8.8 

8.7 

8.0 

7.1 

7.5 

9.1 

8.0 

6.9 

8.4 

8.2 

8.3 

7.7 

6.9 

7.3 

8.9 

8.0 

7.8 

7.9 

7.8 

8.0 

7.6 

6,8 

7.2 

8.9 

7.2 

7,3 

7.5 

7.5 

7.8 

7.4 

6.7  i 

7.2 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

7.2 

7.3 

7.6 

7.2  ' 

6.6 

6.3 

6.1 

6.3 

6.5 

6.9 

7.0 

7.4 

7.1 

5.5  1 

5.6 

5.6 

5.8 

6.1 

6.5 

6.7 

7.1 

4.5  1 

4.9 

5.0 

5.1 

.  5.4 

5.7 

6.0 

6.3 

3.6 

3,8 

4.2 

4.4 

4.5 

4.8 

5,1  1 

5.5 

2.8 

2.9 

3.1 

3.5 

3.7 

3.8 

4,1  ! 

4.3 

1.9 

2.1 

2.2 

2.4 

2.7 

2.9 

3.0  i 

3.2 

2.0 

2.2 

2.4 

2.6 

2.8 

3.2 

3.5  I 

3.7 

76.8 

76.4 

76.0 

77.3 

80.2 

81.7 

82.1 

82.5 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

8.1 

9.6 

8.3 

7.0 

6.5 

6.4 

6.3 

5.9 

8.2 

8.3 

9.8 

8.6 

7.3 

6.8 

6.8 

6.7 

9.0 

7.7 

8.0 

9.6 

8.5 

7.2 

6.8 

6.8 

9.4 

8.5 

7.4 

7.8 

9.5 

8.4 

7.2 

6.8 

8.6 

8.7 

8.1 

7.2 

7.6 

9.3 

8,3 

7.2 

8.3 

8.0 

8.3 

7.9 

7.1 

7.5 

9.2 

8.3 

7.7 

7.7 

7,6 

8.0 

7.7 

7.0 

7.4 

9.2 

7.2 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

7.8 

7.5 

6.8 

7.3 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

7.0 

7.1 

7.6 

7.3 

6.7 

6.4 

6.1 

6.2 

6.4 

6.7 

6.9 

7.3 

7.1 

5.7 

5.7 

5.6 

5,8 

6.0 

6.3 

6.5 

7.0 

4.6 

5.0 

5.0 

5.0 

5.2 

5,5 

5.8 

6.0 

3.7 

3.8 

4.2 

4.3 

4.4 

4.6 

4.8 

5.1 

2.8 

2.9 

3.1 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

3.8 

4.0 

1.9 

2.0 

2,1 

2.3 

2.5 

2,7 

2.7 

2.9 

1.9 

2,0 

2.2 

2.3 

2.5 

2.8 

3.0 

3.1 

76.5 

76.0 

75.4 

76.6 

79.6 

81.1 

81.5 

81.9 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

7.9 

9.2 

7.9 

6.6 

6.1 

6.0 

5.9 

5.5 

8.0 

8.0 

9.3 

8.1 

6.9 

6.4 

6.3 

6.3 

8.8 

7.5 

7.6 

9.1 

8.0 

6.8 

6.3 

6.3 

9.4 

8.2 

7,2 

7.4 

8.9 

7.9 

6.7 

6.3 

9.0 

8.8 

7.8 

7.0 

7.3 

8.8 

7,8 

6.7 

8.6 

8.4 

8.3 

7.6 

6.8 

7.1 

8.7 

7.7 

7.9 

8.0 

8.0 

8.1 

7.4 

6.7 

7.0 

8.6 

7.3 

7.3 

7.6 

7.7 

7.8 

7.3 

6.6 

7.0 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

7.3 

7.5 

7.6 

7.1 

6.5 

6.2 

6.1 

6.3 

6.6 

7.0 

7.2 

7.4 

7.0 

5.3 

5.6 

5.6 

5.9 

6.2 

6,7 

6.9 

7.2 

4.3 

4.8 

5.1 

5.2 

5.5 

5.8 

6.3 

6.6 

3.6 

3.8 

4.2 

4.5 

4.7 

5.0 

5.3 

5.8 

2.9 

3.0 

3.2 

3.6 

3.9 

4.1 

4.4 

4.7 

2.0 

2.2 

2,3 

2.5 

2.9 

3.1 

3.3 

3.5 

2.2 

2.4 

2.6 

2,9 

3,2 

3.6 

4.0 

4.3 

77.0 

76.9 

76.6 

77.9 

80.8 

82.3 

82.7 

83.2 

!  Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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Tabi^  IV.— forecasts  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  LOW  FERTILITY,  HIGH  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1950  TO  1975 — Continued 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


CCMLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


POPULATION  (in  thousands 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


(Census) 


TOTAL  WHITE 


Total,  all  ages  118,215  125,053  129,561  |l32,065  133,413  134,168  134,367  133,598  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0 


Under  5  years . .  9 , 230 

5  to  9  years . .  9 , 329 

10  to  14  years . .  10,353 

15  to  19  years . .  10,964 

20  to  24  years . .  10,340 

25  to  29  years.„_ .  9,904 

30  to  34  years. . .  9 , 206 

35  to  39  years.„_ .  8,517 

40  to  44  years.__ .  7,936 

45  to  49  years...„ .  7,533 

50  to  54  years..._ .  6,680 

55  to  59  years.__ .  5,427 

60  to  64  years . .  4 , 417 

65  to  69  years . .  3,499 

70  to  74  years._„ .  2,401 

75  years  and  over .  2,480 

14  years  and  over .  91,428 

Median  age  (years) .  29 . 5 


110,402  111,181  111,042 
35.1  35.7  36.5 


.4djusted  for  census 
uuderenumcration 
of  children 

All  ages .  118,841  125,680  130,116  132,540  133  855  134  606  134  801  on*? 

Under  5  years. .  9.856  12.160  10.782  \2n  "[ws  8:495  1:415  *7:^9 


82.3  82.7  83.1 


Male,  all  ages... 

Under  5  years _ _ _ 

5  to  9  years...„ . J . 

10  to  14  years. . . . 

15  to  19  years..... . 

20  to  24  years _ _ 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . . 

35  to  39  years.__ . 


100.0  100.0 


40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years . . . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years. . . 

65  to  69  years.. . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over . 

14  years  and  over . 

Median  age  (years) . 

Adjusted  for  census 
uuderenumcration 
of  children 


All  ages . 

Under  5  years.. 


59,781  62,872 

5,034  6,227 


64,877  65,889  66,375  66,617  66,622  66,167 

5,525  4,724  4,398  4,357  4,317  4)037 


Female,  all  ages.. 

Under  5  years . . 

5  to  9  years. . . 

10  to  14  years... . 

15  to  19  years . . 

20  to  24  years . . . 

25  to  29  years _ . 

30  to  34  years... . 

35  to  39  years... . 


40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years... . 

59  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years... . 

60  to  64  years.. . 

65  to  69  years... . 

70  to  74  years . . 

75  years  and  over..... 

14  years  and  over _ 

Median  age  (years).. 


Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 


All  ages . 

Under  6  years.. 


^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


100.0  100.0 


65,239  66,651  67,480  67,990  68,179  67.837 

5,258  4,492  4,178  4,137  4,098  3,832 


2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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Table  IV.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  LOW  FERTILITY,  HIGH  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

POPULATION  (in  thousands)^ 

percent  distribution 

AGE,  AND  SEX  1 

19402 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

NATIVE  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages 

106,796 

114,805 

120,705 

124,607 

127,325 

129,382 

130,765 

131,015 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  6  years . . 

9,221 

11,529 

10,227 

8.742 

8,134 

8,057 

7,981 

7,463 

8.6 

10.0 

8.5 

7.0 

6.4 

6.2 

6.1  ! 

5.7 

5  to  9  years.  . . 

9,307 

9,799 

!  12,060 

10,702 

9,r50 

■8,516 

8,436 

8,358 

8.7 

8.6 

10.0 

8.6 

7.2 

6.6 

6.5 

6.4 

10  to  14  years.__ . 

10,299 

9,265 

!  9,763 

12,020 

10,670 

9,124 

8,493 

8,415 

9.6 

8.1 

8.1 

9.6 

8.4 

7.1 

6.5 

6.4 

15  to  19  years . 

10,799 

10,205 

1  9,221 

9,722 

11,972 

10,629 

9,091 

8,463 

10.1 

8.9 

7.6 

7.8 

9.4 

8.2 

7.0 

6. 5 

20  to  24  years . 

10,131 

10,623 

!  10,136 

9,165 

9,665 

11,906 

10,571 

9,041 

9.5 

9.3 

8.4 

7.4 

7.6 

9.2 

8.1 

6.9 

25  to  29  years . . 

9,480 

10,008 

s  10,533 

10,058 

9,099 

9,598 

11,826 

10,501 

8.9 

8.7 

8.7 

8.1 

7.1 

7.4 

9.0 

8.0 

30  to  34  years- . 

8,497 

9,404 

9,909 

10,437 

i  9,971 

9,023 

9,521 

11,733 

8.0 

8.2 

8.2 

8.4 

7.S 

7,0 

7.3 

9.0 

35  to  39  years . 

7,468 

8,444 

9,278 

9,788 

!  10,317 

9,860 

1  8,925 

9,419 

7.0 

7.4 

7.7 

7.9 

8.1 

7.6 

6.8 

7.2 

40  to  44  years . . 

6,673 

7,392 

8,285 

9,117 

9,627 

10,155 

9,708 

8,789 

6.2 

6.4 

6.9 

7.3 

7.6 

7.8 

7.4 

6.7 

45  to  49  years . . 

6,029 

6,532 

■  7,184 

8,065 

8,884 

9,390 

9,910 

9,476 

5.6 

5.7 

6.0 

6.5 

7.0 

7.3 

7.6 

7.2 

50  to  54  years . 

5,115 

5,809 

6,255 

6,888 

7,741 

8,532 

9,022 

9,524 

4.8 

5.1 

5.2 

5.5 

6.1 

6.6 

6.9 

7.3 

55  to  69  years...  . . 

4,108 

4,836 

5,441 

5,864 

6,462 

7,265 

8.011 

8,473 

3.8 

4.2 

4.5 

4.7 

5.1 

5.6 

6.1 

6.5 

60  to  64  years . . 

3,348 

3,752 

4,378 

4,927 

5,312 

5,855 

6,584 

7,261 

3.1 

3.3 

3.6 

4.0 

4.2 

4.5 

5.0 

5.5 

6.5  to  60  vfiars _ 

2  687 

2+897 

3  226 

3,766 

4 , 239 

4,572 

5,040 

5,668 

2.5 

2.5 

2.7 

3.0 

3.3 

3.5 

3.9 

4.3 

70  to  74  years-  . . 

1,798 

2,155 

2,299 

2,561 

2,991 

3,368 

3,634 

4,007 

1.7 

1.9 

1.9 

2.1 

2.3 

2.8 

3.1 

75  years  and  over . 

1.835 

2,156 

2,509 

2,785 

3,089 

■3.531 

4,012 

4,425 

1.7 

1.9 

2.1 

2.2 

2.4 

2.7 

3.1 

3.4 

14  years  and  over . 

80,077 

86,153 

90,504 

95,416 

101,661 

105,616 

107,579 

108,459 

75.0 

75.0 

75.0 

76.6 

79.8 

81.6 

82.3 

82.8 

26.9 

28.0 

29.2 

30.9 

32.5 

33.8 

34.7 

35 . 8 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenu  mer  a  ti  on 

of  children 

1 

107  422 

115  431 

121  261 

125  082 

127  767 

129  R20 

1.31  199 

131,421 

i 

Q  847 

12  155 

10’7S2 

9^217 

8  .576 

8  495 

^^8+415 

7+S69 

■ 

Male,  all  ages _ 

53,438 

57,206 

60,039 

61,874 

63,129 

64,071 

64,694 

64,767 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

I  100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years. . . 

4,697 

5,893 

5,230 

4,472 

4,163 

4,124 

4,086 

3,821 

1  8.8 

10.3 

8.7 

7.2 

6.6 

6.4 

6.3 

5.9 

5  to  9  years.  . . 

4,734 

5,000 

6,172 

6,480 

4,688 

4,364 

4,324 

4,285 

!  8.9 

8.7 

10.3 

8.9 

7.4 

6.8 

6.7 

6.6 

10  to  14  years . . 

5,232 

4,710 

4,978 

6,148 

'  5,461 

4,672 

4,351 

4,312 

1  9.8 

8.2 

8.3 

9.9 

8.7 

7.3 

6,7 

6.7 

15  to  19  years . . 

5,434 

5,172 

4,681 

4,952 

6,117 

5,435 

4,651 

4,331 

10.2 

9.0 

7.8 

8.0 

9.7 

8.5 

1  7.2 

6.7 

20  to  24  years.  . . 

5,015 

5,285 

5,133 

4,649 

4,919 

6,078 

i  5,401 

4,622 

9.4 

9.2 

8.5 

7.5 

7.8 

9.5 

1  8.3 

V  *  i 

25  to  29  years._. . 

4,698 

4,904 

5,232 

5,086 

4,610 

4,879 

6,031 

5,359 

8.8 

8.6 

8.7 

'8.2 

7.3 

7.6 

1  9.3 

8.3 

30  to  34  years.-._ . 

4,230 

4,637 

4,847 

6,176 

5,036 

4,565 

4,833 

5,975 

7.9 

8.1 

8.1 

8.4 

8.0 

7.1 

1  7.5 

.9.2 

35  to  39  years . 

3,724 

4,193 

4,564 

4,778 

5,107 

4,971 

4,507 

4,774 

7.0 

7.3 

7.6 

7.7 

8.1 

7.8 

i  7.0 

7.4 

40  to  44  years.^.. . 

3,338 

3,675 

*  4,100 

4,470 

4,684 

5,011 

4,880 

4,427 

6.2 

6.4 

6.8 

7.2 

7.4 

7.8 

1  7.5 

6.8 

45  to  49  years. . . 

3,026 

3,250 

3,561 

3,968 

4,332 

4,544 

!  4,865 

4,739 

5.7 

5.7 

5.9 

6.4 

6.9 

7.1 

1  7.5 

7.3 

50  to  54  years.™ . 

2,568 

2,886 

3,082 

3,372 

3,773 

4,122 

4,326 

4,634 

4.8 

5.0 

5.1 

5.4 

6.0 

6.4 

6.7 

7.2 

.55  to  59  years. . . 

2,054 

2,390 

2,662 

2,845 

3,114 

3,486 

1  3,810 

3,999 

3.8 

4.2 

4.4 

4.6 

4.9 

5.4 

1  5.9 

6.2 

60  to  64  years . . 

1,659 

1,832 

2,113 

2,353 

2,515 

2,754 

3,084 

3,370 

3.1 

3.2 

3.5 

3.8 

4.0 

4.3 

i  4.8 

5,2 

65  to  69  years.™ . 

1,314 

1,392 

1,527 

1,761 

1,962 

2,097 

2,296 

2,571 

2.5 

2.4 

2.5 

2.8 

3.1 

3.3 

3,5 

4.0 

70  to  74  years.  . . 

873 

1,013 

1  '  1,062 

1,166 

1,344 

1,498 

1,601 

1,753 

1.6 

1.8 

1.8 

1.9 

2.1 

2.3 

2 . 5 

2.7 

75  years^and  over . 

840 

975 

i  1,105 

1,198 

1,304 

1,469 

1,648 

1,796 

1.6 

1-7 

1.8 

1.9 

2.1 

2.3 

2.5 

2.8 

14  j’ears  and’over........ 

39,846 

42,. 591 

44,600 

46,935 

49,989 

51,898 

52,816 

53,209 

74.6 

74.5 

74.3 

75.9 

79.2 

81.0 

81.6 

82.2 

(ycsirs)  *.« 

26.7 

27.6 

28.7 

30.1 

31.6 

32.7 

33.6 

34.7 

.4 dj listed  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All  ■'iirAi 

53  770 

57  .538 

60,334 

62,126 

63 , 364 

64,303 

64,925 

64,982 

TT-nrlpr  .5  ypnrss 

5,029 

6*225 

6*525 

4^724 

4,398 

4I357 

4,317 

4^037 

Female,  all  ages.. 

33,358 

57,. 599 

60,667 

62,733 

64,196 

65,312 

66,070 

66,248 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100. 0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years._  . 

4,524 

5,636 

4,997 

4,270 

3,971 

3,932 

3,895 

3,642 

8.5 

9.8 

8.2 

6.8 

6.2 

6.0 

5.9  ; 

5.5 

5  to  9  years . . 

4,574 

4,799 

5,888 

5,222 

4,463 

4,162 

4,111 

4,073 

8.6 

8.3 

9.7 

8.3 

7.0 

6.4 

6.2 

6.1 

10  to  14  years . . 

5,067 

4,555 

4,784 

5,872 

5,209 

4,452 

4,142 

4,103 

9.5 

7.9 

7.9 

9.4 

8.1 

6.8 

6.3 

6.2 

15  to  19  years.  . . 

5,366 

5,032 

4,540 

4,770 

5,855 

5,194 

4,441 

4,132 

10.1 

8.7 

7.5 

7.6 

9.1 

8.0 

6.7 

6.2 

20  to  24  years . . 

5,116 

5,339 

5,003 

4,516 

4,746 

5,827 

5,170 

4,420 

9.6 

9.3 

8.2 

7.2 

7.4 

8.9 

7.8 

6.7 

25  to  29  years. . . 

4,782 

5,105 

5,301 

4,972 

4.489 

4,719 

5,795 

5,142 

9.0 

8.9 

8.7 

7.9 

7.0 

7.2 

8.8 

7.8 

30  to  34  years . . 

4,267 

4,768 

5,062 

5,261 

4,936 

4,458 

4,687 

5,757 

8.0 

8.3 

8.3 

8.4 

7.7 

6,8 

7.1 

8.7 

35  to  39  years.  . . 

3,744 

4,251 

4,714 

5,010 

5,210 

4,890 

4,417 

4,645 

7.0 

7.4 

7.8 

8.0 

8.1 

7.5 

6.7 

7.0 

40  to  44^63-^8- . . 

3,335 

3,716 

4,186 

4,647 

4,942 

5,143 

4,828 

4,363 

6.2 

6.5 

6.9 

7.4 

7.7 

7.9 

7.3 

6.6 

45  to  49)!years. . . 

3,003 

3,282 

3,634 

4,097 

4,552 

4,846 

5,044 

4,736 

5.6 

5.7 

6.0 

6.5 

7.1 

7.4 

7.6 

7.1 

50  to  54^years. . . 

2,546 

2,922 

3,173 

3,516 

3,968 

4,411 

4,696 

4,891 

4.8 

5.1 

5.2 

5.6 

6.2 

6.8 

7.1 

7.4 

55  to  59  years . . 

2,054 

2,447 

2,780 

3,020 

3,348 

3,779 

4,201 

4,474 

3.8 

4.2 

4.6 

4.8 

5.2 

5.8 

6.4 

6.8 

60  to  64  years . . 

1,689 

1,919 

2,266 

2,574 

2,797 

3,101 

3,500 

3,891 

3.2 

3.3 

3.7 

4.1 

4.4 

4.7 

5.3 

5.9 

65  to  69  y^rs . . 

1,372 

1,505 

1,698 

2,005 

2,277 

2,474 

2,744 

3,097 

2.6 

2.6 

2.8 

3.2 

3.5 

3.8 

4.2 

4.7 

70  to  74  years 

925 

1,141 

1,236 

1,395 

1,647 

1,871 

2,033 

2,254 

1.7 

2.0 

2.0 

2.2 

2.6 

2,9 

3.1 

3.4 

75  vears  and  over . 

995 

1,181 

1,404 

1,587 

1,786 

2,063 

2,365 

2,630 

1.9 

2.0 

2.3 

2.5 

2.8 

3.2 

3.6 

4.0 

14  years  and  over . 

40,231 

43,562 

45,904 

48,481 

51,672 

53,718 

54,763 

55,250 

75.4 

75.6 

75.7 

77.3 

80.5 

82.2 

82.9 

83.4 

^Median  age  (years) - 

27. 1 

28.4 

29.8 

31.7 

33.4 

34.9 

35.9 

37.0 

Adjusted  for  census 

uuderenumeration 

! 

of  ohildren 

AH 

53  652 

57,893 

60,927 

62,956 

64 , 404 

65,517 

66,274 

66,438 

4!818  \ 

5,931 

5,258 

4,492 

4,178 

4,137 

4,098 

3,832 

Uncicr  o  y63»rs . . 

1  Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are  2The  figures  for  the  population  56  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color,  for  age  biases  in  the  non  white  population  as  enumerated, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 
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FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Table  IV.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  LOW  FERTILITY,  HIGH  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  I,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 


(Percent  not  show'n  where  less  than  0.1) 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)^ 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


FOREIGN-BORN 

WHITE 

Totals  all  ages 

Under  5  years.. . 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years . . . 

15  to  19  years . 

20  to  24  years.. . 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . . 

40  to  44  years.. . . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years...... . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over . 

14  years  and  over . 

M^ian  age  (years). . 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages . 

Under  5  years . 


Male,  all  ages . 

Under  5  years . 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years. . . . 

15  to  19  years . 

20  to  24  years.... . 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . 

40  to  44  years . . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years . . . 

60  to  64  years.... . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years.. . 

75  years  and  over . 

14  years  and  over . 

Median  age  (years) . 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages . 

Under  5  years . 


Female,  all  ages.. 

Under  5  years... . 

5  to  9  years  ... . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years.... . 

20  to  24  years.. . 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . . 

35  to  39  years . . . 

40  to  44  years . . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . . . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years..... . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over . 

14  years  and  over . 

Median  age  (years) . 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages . 

Under  5  years. . 


19402 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

11,419 

10,248 

8,855 

7,458 

6,088 

4,786 

3,602 

2,582 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

S 

22 

54 

165 

210 

424 

709 

1,048 

1,263 

1,504 

1,566 

1,319 

1,069 

813 

602 

645 

11,351 

51.0 

11,420 

9 

6,011 

4 
16 
30 
70 

191 

240 

441 

709 

1,034 

1,225 

1,425 

1,452 

1,183 

901 

624 

703 

10,206 

54.1 

10,248 

5 

5,334 

0.1 

0.2 

0.5 

1.4 
1.8 
3.7 
6.2 

9.2 

11.1 

13.2 

13.7 

11.5 

9.4 
7.1 

5.3 
5.6 

99.4 

5 

15 

30 

70 

t89 

237 

435 

695 

1,000 

1,163 

1,317 

1,287 

986 

685 

741 

8,8a39 

57.2 

8,855 

0.2 

0.3 

0.7 

1.9 

2.3 

4.3 

6.9 

10.1 

12.0 

13.9 

14.2 

11.5 
8.8 
6.1 
6.9 

99.6 

0.1 

0.2 

0.3 

0.8 

2.1 

2.7 

4.9 

7.9 
11.3 

13.1 
14.9 
14.5 

11.1 

7.7 
8.4 

99.8 

5 

15 

29 

69 

187 

234 

427 

674 

952 

1,076 

1,170 

1,073 

749 

797 

7,455 

60.3 

7,458 

0.1 

0.2 

0.4 

0.9 

2.5 

3.1 

5.7 

9.0 

12.8 

14.4 

15.7 

14.4 
10.0 

10.7 

100.0 

5 

15 

29 

68 

185 

230 

415 

643 

882 

958 

976 

815 

866 

6,088 

63.0 

6,088 

0.1 

0.3 

0.5 

1.1 

3.0 

3.8 

6.8 
10.6 
14.5 
15.7 
16.0 
13.4 
14.2 

100.0 

5 

15 

29 

68 

182 

224 

396 

596 

786 

800 

743 

943 

4,786 

65.6 

4,786 

0.1 

0.3 

0.6 

1.4 

3.8 

4.7 

8.3 

12.5 

16.4 

16.7 

15.5 

19.7 

100.0 

5 

15 

29 

67 

177 

214 

368 

532 

657 

610 

931 

3,602 

68.0 

3,602 

0.1 

0.4 

0.8 

1.8 

4.9 

5.9 
10.2 

14.8 
18.2 

16.9 
25.8 

100.0 

5 

15 

28 

65 

169 

198 

329 

445 

501 

828 

2,582 

70.4 

2,582 

0.2 

0.6 

1.1 

2.5 

6.5 
7.7 

12.7 

17.2 

19.4 

32.1 

100.0 

4,544 

3,763 

3,011 

2,313 

1,697 

1,184 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

4 

2 

0.1 

11 

8 

2 

0.2 

0.2 

0.1 

27 

15 

8 

2 

0.5 

0,3 

0.2 

0  1 

82 

37 

15 

8 

2 

1.4 

0.7 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

99 

98 

37 

15 

8 

2 

1.6 

1.8 

0.8 

0.4 

0.3 

0  1 

194 

118 

97 

36 

15 

8 

2 

3.2 

2.2 

2.1 

1.0 

0.5 

0.A 

0  1 

343 

205 

117 

96 

36 

15 

8 

2 

5.7 

3.8 

2.6 

2.5 

1.2 

0.6 

0.5 

0.2 

530 

343 

202 

115 

94 

36 

15 

8 

8.8 

6.4 

4.4 

3.1 

3.1 

1.5 

0.9 

0.7 

657 

521 

335 

197 

113 

92 

35 

14 

10.9 

9.8 

7.4 

5.2 

3.7 

4.0 

2.1 

1.2 

817 

632 

501 

323 

190 

109 

89 

34 

13.6 

11.8 

11.0 

8.6 

6.3 

4.7 

5.3 

2.9 

883 

764 

594 

472 

304 

180  1 

103 

85 

14.7 

14.3 

13.1 

12.5 

10.1 

7.8 

6.1 

7.1 

736 

807 

697 

542 

431 

278 

165 

94 

12.2  ; 

15.1 

15.3 

14.4 

14.3 

12.0 

9.7 

8.0 

573 

648 

703 

607 

473 

376 

243 

144 : 

9,5 

12.2 

15.5 

16.1 

15.7 

16.3 

14.3 

12.1 

423 

472 

528 

573 

495 

385 

306 

198  ; 

7.0 

8.9 

11.6 

15.2 

.  16.4 

16.6 

18.1 

16.7 

310 

316 

350 

391 

424 

366 

285 

227 

5.2 

5.9 

7.7 

10.4 

14.1 

15.8 

16.8 

1  19.2 

322 

347 

359 

385 

425 

465 

445 

378 

5.3 

6.5 

7.9 

10.2 

14.1 

20.1 

26.2 

!  31.9 

5,977 

5,312 

4,535 

3,761 

3,011 

2,313 

1,697 

1,184 

99.4 

99.6 

99.8 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

M.4 

54.5 

57.6 

60.6 

63.3 

65.8 

68.1 

70.3 

6,011 

4 

5,334 

2 

4,544 

3,763 

3,011 

2,313 

1,697 

1,184 

5,408 

4,914 

4,312 

3,695 

3,077 

2,473 

1,905 

1,398 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

4 

2 

0.1 

1 

11 

7 

2 

0.2 

0,1 

0.1 

27 

14 

7 

2 

0,5 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

82 

33 

14 

7 

2 

1.5 

0.7 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

111 

93 

33 

14 

7 

2 

2.0 

1.9 

0.8 

0.4 

0.2 

0. 1 

231 

122 

92 

33 

14 

7 

2 

4.3 

2.5 

2.1 

0.9 

0.5 

0.3 

0  1 

366 

236 

121 

91 

32 

14 

7 

2 

6.8 

4.8 

2.8 

2.5 

1,1 

0.6 

0.4 

0.2 

518 

366' 

234 

119 

90 

32 

14 

7 

9.6 

7.5 

5.4 

3.2 

2.9 

1.3 

0.7 

0.5 

606 

513 

360 

230 

118 

89 

32 

14 

11.2 

10.4 

8.4 

6.2 

3.8 

3.6 

1.7 

1.0 

687 

593 

500 

352 

225 

115 

87 

31 

12.7 

12.1 

11.6 

9.5 

7.3 

4.7 

4.6 

2.2 

682 

661 

569 

480 

338 

216 

111 

84 

12.6 

13.4 

13.2 

13.0 

11.0 

8.7 

5.8 

6.0 

583 

645 

620 

535 

451 

318 

203 

104 

10.8 

13.1 

14.4 

14.5 

14.7 

12.9 

10,7 

7.5 

496 

535 

585 

562 

485 

410 

289 

185 

9.2 

10.9 

13.6 

15.2 

15.8 

16.6 

15. 1 

13.2 

390 

428 

458 

500 

481 

415 

350 

247 

7.2 

8.7 

10.6 

13.5 

15.6 

16.8 

18.4 

17.7 

292 

308 

335 

358 

391 

376 

325 

274 

5.4 

6.3 

7.8 

9.7 

12.7 

15.2 

17.0 

19.6 

323 

357 

382 

411 

441 

478 

486 

450 

6.0 

7.3 

8.9 

11.1 

14.3 

19,3 

25.5 

32.2 

5,375 

4,895 

4,304 

3,694 

3,077 

2,473 

1,905 

1,398 

99.4 

99.6 

99.8 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

50.5 

53.6 

56.8 

59.9 

62.7 

65.4 

68.0 

70.5 

5,408 

4,915 

4,312 

3,695 

3,077 

2,473 

< 

1,905 

1,398 

. 

4 

2 

. 

1  Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  non  white  population  as  enumerated. 


LOW  FERTILITY,  HIGH  MORTALITY,  NO  IMMIGRATION 
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Table  IV.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR.  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  LOW  FERTILITY,  HIGH  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGR  ATION  AFTER  JULY  I.  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued  ' 


(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)^ 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

AGE,  AND  SEX 

19402 

((IJensus) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

I960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

NONWHITE 

Total,  all  ages 

13,454 

14,568 

15,361 

15,925 

16,414 

16,879 

17,259 

17,493 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years.... . . 

1,312 

1,613 

1,464 

1,288 

1,280 

1,308 

1,273 

1,185 

9.8 

11.1 

9.5 

8.1 

7.8 

7.7 

7.4 

6.8 

5  to  9  years . 

1,356 

1,533 

1,824 

1,656 

1,457 

1,449 

1,481 

1,443 

10.1 

10.5 

11.9 

10,4 

8.9 

8.6 

8.6 

8.2 

10  to  14  years . 

1.393 

1,354 

1,523 

1,814 

1,648 

1,451 

1,443 

1,475 

10.4 

9,3 

9.9 

11.4 

10.0 

8.6 

8,4 

8.4 

15  to  19  years . 

1,369 

1,377 

1,339 

1,508 

1,797 

1,634 

1,439 

1,432 

10.2  • 

9.4 

8.7 

9.5 

10.9 

9.7 

8.3 

8.2 

20  to  24  years . . 

1,248 

1,344 

1,348 

1,314 

1,482 

1,768 

1,608 

1,417 

9.3 

9.2 

8.8 

8.3 

9.0 

10.5 

9.3 

8.1 

25  to  29  years . 

1,192 

1,221 

1,307 

1,315 

1,285 

1,451 

1,732 

1,576 

8.9 

8.4 

8.5 

8.3 

7.8 

8.6 

10.0 

9.0 

30  to  34  years . . . 

1,036 

1,161 

1,181 

1,268 

1,279 

1,251 

1,414 

1,690 

7.7 

8,0 

7,7 

8.0 

7.8 

7.4 

8.2 

9.7 

35  to  39  years . 

1,029 

998 

1,113 

1,137 

1.224 

1,237 

1,211 

1,371 

7.6 

6.8 

7.2 

7,1 

7.5 

7.3 

7.0 

7.8 

40  to  44  years . . 

852 

975 

943 

1,057 

1,084 

1,170 

1,184 

1,162 

6.3 

6.7 

6.1 

6.6 

6,6 

6.9 

6.9 

6.6 

45  to  49  years . . . 

722 

794 

901 

876 

986 

1,014 

1,098 

1,113 

5.4 

5.5 

5.9 

5.5 

6.0 

6.0 

6.4 

6.4 

50  to  54  years . 

577 

650 

-  709 

808 

789 

891 

919 

996 

4.3 

4.5 

4.6 

5.1 

4.8 

5.3 

5.3 

5,7 

55  to  59  years . 

441 

501 

559 

611 

700 

685 

775 

802 

3.3 

3.4 

3.6 

3.8 

4.3 

4.1 

4.5 

4 . 6 

60  to  64  years . . . 

343 

.371 

415 

464 

510 

585 

573 

650 

2.5 

2.5 

2.7 

2.9 

3,1 

3.5 

3.3 

3.7 

65  to  69  years . . . 

249 

274 

290 

324 

363 

399 

458 

449 

1.8 

1.9 

1.9 

2.0 

2.2 

2.4 

2.7 

2.6 

70  to  74  years . 

160 

184 

198 

210 

236 

264 

290 

333 

1.2 

1.3 

1.3 

1.3 

1.4 

1.6 

1.7 

1.9 

75  years  and  over . 

175 

218 

248 

274 

295 

324 

360 

399 

1.3 

1.5 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

2.1 

2.3 

14  years  and  over . i. 

9,675 

10,338 

10.835 

11,514 

12,377 

12,973 

13,347 

13,682 

71,9 

71.0 

70.5 

72.3 

75.4 

76.9 

77.3 

78.2 

25.2 

25.3 

25.7 

26.5 

27. 1 

27.9 

29.0 

30.6 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

13  691 

14,804 

15  576 

16  114 

16,602 

17,070 

17,446 

17,666 

1  548 

1  850 

1  678 

1+476 

1,467 

1,499 

1,460 

1,359 

Male,  all  ages — 

6,613 

7,155 

7,529 

7,793 

8,027 

8,254 

8,445 

8,567 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . 

653 

807 

732 

644 

640 

654 

637 

593 

9.9 

11.3 

9.7 

8.3 

8.0 

7.9 

7.5 

6.9 

5  to  9  years.. . 

674 

769 

917 

833 

733 

729 

746 

727 

10.2 

10.7 

12.2 

10.7 

9.1 

8.8 

8.8 

8.5 

10  to  14  years . 

693 

,  674 

764 

912 

828 

729 

726 

743 

10.5 

9.4 

10.1 

11.7 

10.3 

8.8 

8.6 

8.7 

15  to  19  years . 

664 

686 

666 

757 

904 

821 

723 

720 

10.0 

9.6 

8.9 

9.7 

11.3 

9.9 

8.6 

8.4 

20  to  24  years . 

579 

653 

672 

654 

744 

889 

808 

712 

8.8 

9.1 

8.9 

8.4 

9.3 

10.8 

9.6 

8.3 

559 

568 

633 

654 

638 

726 

870 

791 

8.4 

7.9 

8.4 

8.4 

8.0 

8.8 

10.3 

9.2 

30  to  34  years . 

497 

544 

547 

613 

634 

620 

707 

847 

7.5 

7.6 

7.3 

7.9 

7.9 

7.5 

8.4 

9.9 

35  to  39  years . 

491 

479 

519 

525 

590 

612 

599 

683 

7.4 

6.7 

6.9 

6.7 

7.4 

7.4 

7.1 

8.0 

40  to  44  years. . 

424 

465 

450 

491 

499 

562 

584 

573 

6.4 

6.5 

6.0 

6.3 

6.2 

6.8 

6.9 

6.7 

45  to  49  years . . 

367 

393 

427 

416 

455 

464 

524 

546 

5.5 

5,5 

5.7 

5.3 

5.7 

5.6 

6.2 

6,4 

50  to  54  years . 

301 

326 

347 

379 

371 

407 

416 

472 

4.6 

4.6 

4.6 

4.9 

4.6 

4.9 

4.9 

5.5 

55  to  59  years . 

235 

259 

278 

296 

324 

318 

351 

360 

3.6 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

4.0 

3.9 

4.2 

4.2 

60  to  64  years.. . 

180 

197 

213 

229 

244 

268 

264 

291 

2.7 

2.7 

2.8 

2.9 

3.0 

3.3 

3.1 

3.4 

65  to  69  years . 

132 

142 

151 

163 

176 

188 

206 

203 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.4 

70  to  74  years . 

81 

95 

100 

106 

115  I 

124 

132 

145 

1.2 

1.3 

1.3 

1.4 

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

1.7 

75  years  and  over . 

82 

100 

113 

123 

131 

141 

152 

163 

1.2 

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

14  years  and  over . 

4,731 

5,040 

5,258 

5,579 

6,000 

6,293 

6,479 

6,652 

71.5 

70.4 

69.8 

71.6 

74.8 

76.2 

76.7 

77.6 

ACTP 

25.4 

24.9 

25.1 

25.7 

26.3 

27.1 

28.3 

30.0 

IVXCUJc*!!  — —  - 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

A 11 

6,737 

7,280 

7,642 

7,893 

8,125 

8,355 

8,544 

8,659 

Under  ^  yf^prs 

778 

931 

845 

743 

739 

755 

736 

685 

Female,  all  ages 

6,841 

7,413 

7,832 

8,132 

8,388 

8,625 

8,814 

8,926 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . 

659 

807 

733 

644 

640 

653 

636 

592 

9.6 

10.9 

9.4 

7.9 

7.6 

7.6 

7.2 

6.6 

5  to  9  years . . . 

681 

763 

906 

824 

725 

720 

735 

716 

10.0 

10.3 

11.6 

10.1 

8.6 

8.3 

8.3 

8.0 

10  to  14  years . 

700 

680 

759 

902 

820 

721 

717 

733 

10.2 

9.2 

9.7 

11.1 

9.8 

8.4 

8.1 

8.2 

15  to  19  years . . 

705 

691 

673 

752 

893 

813 

715 

711 

10.3 

9.3 

8,6 

9.2 

10.6 

9.4 

8.1 

8.0 

20  to  24  years  . 

669 

691 

677 

660 

739 

879 

800 

705 

9.8 

9.3 

8.6 

8.1 

8.8 

10.2 

9.1 

7.9 

25  to  29  years.. . 

634 

654 

673 

661 

646 

724 

862 

785 

9.3 

8.8 

8.6 

8.1 

7.7 

8.4 

9.8 

8.8 

30  to  34  years . 

539 

617 

634 

655 

645 

631 

708 

843 

7.9 

8.3 

8.1 

8.1 

7.7 

7.3 

8.0 

9.4 

35  to  39  years . 

537 

519 

593 

612 

634 

625 

612 

688 

7.9 

7.0 

7.6 

7.5 

7.6 

7.2 

6.9 

7.7 

40  to  44  years . 

428 

510 

492 

565 

585 

608 

600 

589 

6.3 

6.9 

6.3 

7.0 

7.0 

7.0 

6.8 

6.6 

45  to  49  years . . 

356 

401 

474 

460 

530 

550 

573 

567 

5.2 

5.4 

6.1 

5.7 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

6.4 

50  to  54  years . 

276 

324 

362 

430 

418 

483 

503 

525 

4.0 

4.4 

4.6 

5.3 

5.0 

5.6 

5.7 

5.9 

55  to  59  years . — . 

206 

242 

281 

315 

375 

366 

425 

442 

3.0 

3.3 

3.6 

3.9 

4.5 

4.2 

4.8 

5.0 

60  to  64  years . - 

162 

175 

203 

236 

265 

316 

309 

359 

2.4 

2.4 

2.6 

2.9 

3.2 

3.7 

3.5 

4.0 

6.5  yfiflTR 

117 

131 

139 

161 

187 

211 

251 

246 

1.7 

1.8 

1.8 

2.0 

2.2 

2.4 

2,9 

2.8 

70  to  74  years . 

79 

89 

98 

104 

121 

140 

158 

188 

1.2 

1.2 

1.3 

1.3 

1.4 

1.6 

1.8 

2.1 

75  years  and  over . 

93 

118 

135 

151 

164 

183 

209 

237 

1.4 

1.6 

1.7 

1.9 

2.0 

2.1 

2.4 

2.7 

14  vears  and  over . . 

4,944 

5,299 

5,577 

5,935 

6,377 

6,680 

6,867 

7,030 

72.3 

71.5 

71.2 

73.0 

76.0 

77.5 

77.9 

78. S 

Median  age  (years) 

25. 1 

25.6 

26.3 

27.2 

27.9 

28.6 

29,7 

31 .3 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All 

6,953 

7,525 

7,934 

8,221 

8,476 

8,715 

8,902 

9,007 

Under  5  years . 

770 

918 

834 

733 

728 

744 

724 

674 

1  Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color* 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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Table  V.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (14,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION 
AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950  TO  1975 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)* 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


(Cen?iL) 


ALL  CLASSES 

Total,  all  ages  131,669  139,621  146,087  152,017  157,609  163,446  169,612  175,750 

Under  5  years... .  10,542  13,147  12,591  12,246  12,110  12,620  iq  2R7  13  683 

5  to  9  years. — .  10,685  11,347  13,894  13,320  12,968  12,841  is’aqe  Ii4!ll2 

10  to  14  years .  11,746  10,649  11,303  13,849  13,285  12,940  12’8i9  13,376 

lo  to  19  years.__ .  12,334  11,652  10,593  11,251  13,795  13,241  12’904  12,786 

20  to  24  years._ .  11,588  12,158  11,557  10,518  11,183  13,724  ig’lgO  12,852 

2o  to  29  years.- .  11,097  11,470  12,034  11,454  10,438  11,108  13’644  13,112 

30  to  34  years...- .  10,242  11,007  11,332  11,909  11,349  10.353  n  029  13,559 

Soto  39  years. — .  9,545  10,151  10,832  11,177  11,767  11,228  10,'256  10,935 

40  to  44  years . .  8,788  9,401  9,931  10,629  10,994  11,595  11  080  10,133 

45  to  49  years .  8,255  8,551  9,114  9,686  10,410  10,799  il’410  10,915 

50  to  54  years .  7,257  7,884  8,159  8,752  9,366  10,117  io’531  11,149 

55  to  59  years..; .  5,868  6,789  7,347  7,667  8,303  8,963  q'736  10,167 

60  to  64  years. .  4,760  5,306  6,101  6,648  6,998  7,654  8'346  9,134 

65  to  69  years.... .  3,748  4,071  4,553  5,309  5,868  6,254  fi’qoi  7.572 

70  to  74  years .  2,a561  2,962  3,225  3,657  4,316  4,819  5*175  5,739 

75  years  and  over .  2,655  3,077  3,520  3,945  4,460  5,187  Vqis  6  526 


1 4  wars  and  over .  101,103  106,698  110,437  115,206  121,980  127,650  132  665  137  195 

Median  age  (years) .  29.0  29.7  30.5  31.4  32.2  32.5  32.5  32.9 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages .  132,532  140,484  146,917  152,829  158,422  164,299  170  510  176,679 

Under  5  years — .  11,404  14,009  13,421  13,058  12,922  13,474  14,i87  14,612 


100.0  100.0 


Male,  all  ages.. 

Under  5  years... . . 

5 1  o  9  years . . 

10  to  14  years.. . 

15  to  19  years.... . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years.. . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . 


40  to  44  years.... . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  50  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years... . 

75  years  and  over . 

14  years  and  over . 

Median  age  (years) . 


Adjusted  for  census 
undcreuumeration 
of  children 


All  ages . 

Under  5  years... 


70,152  73,173  75,999  78,730 

7,158  6,859  6,678  6,611 


81,669  84,838  88,038 

6,896  7,263  7,483 


100.0  100.0 


Female,  all  ages 


Under  5  years.. . 

5  to  9  years . . 

10  to  14  years.. . 

15  to  19  years _ 

20  to  24  years.. . 

25  to  29  years _ 

30  to  34  years _ 

35  to  39  years . 


40  to  44  years _ 

45  to  49  years. _ 

50  to  54  years _ 

55  to  59  years _ 

60  to  64  years _ 

65  to  69  years _ 

70^to  74  years.. . 

75,, years  and  over.. 


14  years  and  over . 

Median  age  (years).. 


53,755  55,884 

29.9  31.0 


58,430  61,878  64,725  67,192  69,366 
32.1  33.1  33.6  33,5  33.8 


Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages .  66,014  70,332  73,744  76,830  79,691  82,630  85,675  88,641 

Under  5  years . .  5,593  6,851  6,561  6,380  6,311  6,578  6,924  7,130 


100.0  100.0 


iPuhlished  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  65  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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Table  V.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (14,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION 
AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 


(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

POPULATION  (in  thousands)! 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

AGE,  AND  SEX 

19402 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

(Census) 

TOTAL  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages 

118,215 

125,053 

130,558 

135,487 

139,968 

144,533 

149,311 

153,999 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . 

9,230 

11,533 

11,013 

10,652 

10,430 

10,797 

11,354 

11,668 

7.8 

9.2 

8.4 

7.9 

7,5 

7.5 

7.6 

7.6 

5  to  9  yeam_  . 

9,329 

9,815 

12,069 

11,532 

11,160 

10,934 

11,324 

11,912 

7.9 

7.8 

9.2 

8.5 

8.0 

7.6 

7.6 

7.7 

10  to  14  years. . . 

10,353 

9,295 

9,779 

12,032 

11,503 

11,138 

10,916 

11,308 

8.8 

7.4 

7.5 

8.9 

8.2 

7.7 

7.3 

7.3 

15  to  19  years . . 

10,964 

10 ; 275 

9,253 

9,741 

n,992 

11,470 

11,110 

10,891 

9.3 

8.2 

7.1 

7.2 

8.6 

7.9 

7.4 

7.1 

20  to  24  years... . 

10,340 

10i814 

10,207 

9,200 

9,692 

11,940 

11,425 

11,072 

8.7 

8.6 

7.8 

6.8 

6.9 

8.3 

7.7 

7,2 

25  to  29  yearsu. . 

9,904 

10 ‘248 

10,725 

10,135 

9,142 

9,639 

11,882 

11,375 

8.4 

8.2 

8.2 

7.5 

6.5 

6.7 

8.0 

7.4 

30  to  34  years . . 

9,206 

9,846 

10,148 

10,634 

10,057 

9,081 

9,583 

11,820 

7.8 

7.9 

7.8 

7.8 

7.2 

6.3 

6.4 

7.7 

35  to  39  years... . 

8,517 

9,154 

9,717 

10,033 

10,527 

9,966 

9,009 

9,513 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

7,4 

7.6 

6.9 

6.0 

6.2 

40  to  44  years . . 

7,936 

8,426 

8,985 

9,562 

9,891 

10,393 

9,852 

8,914 

6.7 

6.7 

6.9 

7.1 

7.1 

7.2 

6.6 

5.8 

45  to  49  years . . 

7,533 

7\7o7 

8,205 

8,791 

9,389 

9,736 

10,245 

9,720 

6.4 

6.2 

6.3 

6.5 

6.7 

6.7 

6.9 

6.3 

50  to  54  years... . 

6,680 

7^234 

7,442 

7,917 

8,530 

9,151 

9,516 

10,031 

5.7 

5.8 

5.7 

5.8 

6.1 

6.3 

6.4 

6.5 

55  to  59  years . . 

5,427 

6,288 

6,782 

7,031 

7,545 

8,191 

8,832 

9,210 

4.6 

5.0 

5,2 

5.2 

5.4 

5.7 

5.9 

6.0 

60  to  64  years . 

4,417 

4,935 

5,683 

6,168 

6,448 

6,986 

7,652 

8,311 

3.7 

3.9 

4.4 

4.6 

4.6 

4.8 

5.1 

5.4 

65  to  69  years. _ _ _ 

3,499 

3,797 

4 , 257 

4,967 

5,465 

5,783 

6,319 

6,963 

3.0 

3.0 

3.3 

3.7 

3.9 

4.0 

4.2 

4.5 

70  to  74  years . 

2,401 

2,778 

3^022 

3,432 

4,051 

4,503 

4,800 

6,272 

2.0 

2.2 

2.3 

2.5 

2.9 

3.1 

3.2 

3.4 

75  yeara  and  over . 

2,480 

2;  859 

3,271 

3,664 

4,146 

4,826 

5,491 

6,020 

2.1 

2.3 

2.5 

2,7 

3.0 

3.3 

3.7 

3,9 

14  years  and  over . 

91,428 

96,360 

99,551 

103,530 

109,247 

113,916 

117,903 

121,328 

77.3 

77.1 

76.3 

76.4 

78.1 

78.8 

79.0 

78.8 

29.5 

31  1 

32.1 

33.0 

33.5 

33,5 

33.7 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

118,841 

9  A56 

131,156 
11  611 

136 , 066 

140,535 

145,120 

149,928 

154,633 

11,231 

10,997 

11,384 

11,971 

12,302 

Male,  all  ages — 

59,449 

62,540 

65,118 

67,466 

69,648 

71,929 

74,373 

76,822 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  yeara.  . 

4,701 

5,895 

5,632 

5,451 

5,339 

5,530 

5,816 

5,979 

7.9 

9.4 

8.6 

8.1 

7.7 

7.7 

7.8 

7.8 

5  to  9  yeara . . 

4,745 

5,008 

6,177 

5,905 

5,719 

5,606 

5,808 

6,112 

8.0 

8.0 

9.5 

8.8 

8.2 

7.8 

7.8 

8.0 

10  to  14  years — . 

5,259 

4,725 

4,987 

6,155 

5,889 

5,706 

5,595 

5,799 

8.8 

7.6 

7.7 

9.1 

8.5 

7.9 

7.5 

7.5 

5  516 

4  ‘iOS 

6,129 

5,868 

5,688 

5,579 

Q  3 

8.3 

7.2 

7.4 

8.8 

8.2 

7.6 

7.3 

20  to  24  years — . 

5,114 

5,382 

5,170 

4!  608 

4,935 

6;i00 

5;  842 

51667 

8.G 

8.6 

7.9 

6.9 

7.1 

8.5 

7.9 

,  7.4 

25  to  29  years.... . 

4,892 

5,022 

5,331 

5,127 

4,634 

4,904 

6,066 

5,813 

8.2 

8.0 

8.2 

7.6 

6.7 

6.8 

8.2 

7.6 

30  to  34  years . . 

4,573 

4,842 

4,965 

5,278 

5,083 

4,599 

4,871 

6,029 

7.7 

7.7 

7.6 

7.8 

7.3 

6.4 

6.5 

7.8 

35  to  39  years . 

4,254 

4,536 

4,768 

4,899 

5,217 

5,031 

4,557 

4,830 

7.2 

7.3 

7.3 

7.3 

7.5 

7.0 

8.1 

6.3 

40  to  44  years.. . 

3,995 

4,196 

4,438 

4,679 

4,819 

5,140 

4,964 

4,502 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

6.9 

7.1 

6.7 

5.9 

45  to  49  years . . 

31843 

3,882 

4,064 

4,322 

4,577 

4,728 

5,053 

4,886 

6.5 

6.2 

6,2 

6.4 

6.6 

6.6 

6.8 

6.4 

50  to  54  years — . 

3,452 

3,651 

3,691 

3,892 

4,168 

4,438  ' 

4,601 

4,928 

5.8 

5.8 

5.7 

5.8 

6.0 

6.2 

6.2 

6.4 

55  to  59  years... . 

2,790 

3,196 

3,374 

3,444 

3,671 

3,968 

4,251 

4,423 

4.7 

5.1 

5.2 

5.1 

5.3 

5.5 

5.7 

5.8 

60  to  64  years..  . 

2,282 

2,4b  ' 

2,827 

3,008 

3,101 

3,345 

3,656 

3,952 

3.8 

4.0 

4.3 

4.5 

4.5 

4.6 

4.9 

5.1 

65  to  69  years . 

1,737 

1,864 

2,084 

2,413 

2,609 

2,729 

2,975 

3,275 

2.9 

3.0 

3.2 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

4.0 

4.3 

70  to  74  years.. . 

1 , 183 

1,329  i 

1,435 

1,629 

1,913 

2,093 

2,209 

2,423 

2.0 

2.1 

2.2 

2.4 

2.7 

2.9 

3.0 

3.2 

75  years  and  over . 

1,162 

1,322 

1,478 

1,633 

1,845 

2,146 

2,420 

2,625 

2.0 

2.1 

2.3 

2.4 

2.6 

3.0 

3.3 

,  3.4 

14  years  and  over . 

45,823 

47,903 

49,266 

51 , 109 

53,914 

56,240 

58,273 

60,068 

77.1 

76.6 

75,7 

75.8 

77.4 

78.2 

78.4 

78.2 

Median  age  (years) 

29.5 

30.0 

30.6 

31.4 

32.1 

32.4 

32.4 

32.9 

Adjusted  for  census 

underennmeration 

of  children 

All  agfifl  .  . 

59 , 781 

62  872 

65,436 

67 , 773 

69,949 

72,241 

74,701 

77,159 

Under  5  years 

5,034 

6*227 

5,949 

5,758 

5,641 

5,842 

6,145 

6,316 

Female,  all  ages.. 

58,766 

62,513 

65,439 

68,021 

70,321 

72,605 

74,938 

77,177 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . . . 

4,528 

5,639 

5,381 

5,202 

5,091 

5,268 

5,537 

5,689 

7.7 

9.0 

8.2 

7.6 

7.2 

7.3 

7.4 

7.4 

5  to  9,  years . . 

4,584 

4,806 

5,892 

5,626 

5,441 

5,328 

5,515 

5,800 

7.8 

7.7 

9.0 

8.3 

7.7 

7.3 

7.4 

7.5 

10  to  14  years . . 

5,094 

4,570 

4,792 

5,877 

5,614 

6,432 

5,321 

5,509 

8.7 

7.3 

7.3 

8.6 

8.0 

7.5 

7.1 

7.1 

15  to  19  years.  . . 

5,448 

5,065 

i  4,555 

4,778 

5,862 

5,602 

5,422 

5,312 

9.3 

8.1 

7.0 

7.0 

8.3 

7.7 

7.2 

6.9 

20  to  24  5^arB_„ _ _ 

5,227 

5,431 

5,036 

4,532 

4,758 

5,841 

5,583 

5,406 

8.9 

I  8.7 

7.7 

6.7 

6.8 

8.0 

7,5 

7.0 

25  to  29  yeara . . 

5,012 

5,226 

5,394 

5,006 

4,508 

4,736 

5,817 

5,562 

8.5 

8.4 

8.2 

7.4 

6.4 

6.5 

7.8 

7.2 

30  to  34  years . 

4,633 

5,004 

;  5,183 

5,356 

4,974 

4,483 

4,712 

5,791 

7.9 

8.0 

7.9 

7.9 

7.1 

6.2 

6.3 

7.5 

35  to  39  yeara.. . 

4,262 

4,618 

4,949 

5,133 

6,309 

4,936 

4,452 

4,682 

7.3 

7.4 

7.6 

7.5 

7.6 

6.8 

5.9 

6.1 

40  to  44  years — . 

3,941 

4,229 

4,548 

4,883 

5,072 

5,253 

4,888 

4,413 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

7.2 

7.2 

7.2 

,6.5 

5.7 

45  to  49  yeara.. . 

3,690 

3,875 

4,141 

4,468 

4,812 

5,007 

5,192 

4,834 

6.3 

6.2 

6.3 

6.6 

6.8 

6,9 

6.9 

6.3 

50  to  54  years . 

3,229 

3,583 

3,751 

4,025 

4,362 

4,713 

4,915 

5,104 

5.5 

5.7 

6.7 

5.9 

6.2 

6.5 

6.6 

6.6 

55  to  59  yeara.  . 

2,637 

3,092 

3,408 

3,587 

3,874 

4,223 

4,581 

4,787 

4.5 

4.9 

6.2 

5.3 

5.5 

5.8 

6.1 

6.2 

60  to  64  years . . 

2,184 

2,454 

2,855 

3,160 

3,347 

3,641 

3,996 

4,359 

3.7 

3.9 

4.4 

4.6 

4.8 

5.0 

5.3 

5.6 

65  to  69  years..  . 

1,762 

1,933 

2,173 

2,554 

2,856 

3,053 

3,345 

3,688 

3.0 

3.1 

3.3 

3.8 

4,1 

4,2 

4.5 

4.8 

70  to  74  years — . 

1,217 

1,449 

1,587 

1,803 

2,138 

2,409 

2,591 

2,849 

2.1 

2.3 

2.4 

2.7 

3.0 

3.3 

3.5 

3.7 

75  years  and  over . 

1,318 

1,537 

1,794 

2,031 

2,301 

2,680 

3,071 

3,394 

2.2 

2.5 

2.7 

3.0 

3.3 

3.7 

4.1 

4.4 

14  years  and  over . 

45,605 

48,457 

50,284 

52,421 

55.333 

57,675 

59,630 

61,260 

77.6 

77.5 

76,8 

77.1 

78.7 

79.4 

79.6 

79.4 

hledian  age  (years) 

29.5 

30.5 

31.6 

32.8 

33.9 

34.6 

34.5 

34.6 

Adjusted  for  census 

underennmerati  on 

of  children 

ATI 

59 , 060 

62 , 808 

65,720 

68,292 

70,586 

72,879 

75,227 

77,474 

Under  5  years . . 

4^822 

5!  933 

5,662 

5,473 

6,356 

5,543 

5,826 

5,986 

.. 

. 1 . 1 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are  ^The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color,  for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Table  V.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (14,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION 
AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 


(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)* 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


((Census) 


NATIVE  WHITE 


Total,  all  ages  106,796  114.805  121,653  127,883  133,618  139,385  145,295  151,008 


Under  5  years . . 

5  to  9  years . . 

10  to  14  years.- . 

15  to  19  years...- . 

20  to  24  years _ 

25  to  29  years.— . 

30  to  34  years . . 

35  to  39  years _ 

40  to  44  years _ 

45  to  49  years . . 

50  to  54  years _ 

55  to  59  years.... . 

60  to  64  years.- . 

65  to  69  years...- . 

70  to  74  years _ 

75  years  and  over.. 


14  years  and  over . 

Median  age  (years).. 


Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 


95,929  102,896  108,767  113,886  118,337 
30.4  31.5  32.1  32.4  33.1 


100.0  100.0  100.0 


Male,  all  ages.. 

Under  5  years. . . 

5  to  9  years.— . 

10  to  14  years.-. . 

15  to  19  years.- . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years.- . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . . 


40  to  44  years _ 

45  to  49  years _ 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years.- . . 

65.  to  69  years.— . 

70  to  74  years . . 

75  years  and  over.. 


14  years  and  over...,, 
M^an  age  (years).. 


107,422 

115,431 

122,251 

128,462 

134,185 

139,972 

145,912 

151,642 

9,847 

12,155 

11,611 

11,231 

10,997 

11,384 

11,971 

12,302 

53.438 

57,206 

60,543 

63,613 

66,477 

69,401 

72,437 

75,407 

4,697 

5,893 

5,632 

5,451 

5,339 

5,530 

5,816 

5,979 

4,734 

5,000 

6,174 

5,905 

5.719 

5,606 

5,808 

6,112 

5,232 

4,710 

4,979 

6,153 

5,889 

5,706 

5,595 

5,799 

5,434 

5,172 

4,683 

4,954 

6,127 

5,868 

5,688 

5,579 

5,015 

5,285 

5,134 

4,652 

4,927 

6,097 

5,842 

5,667 

4,698 

4,904 

5,234 

5,091 

4,619 

4,896 

6.063 

5,813 

4,230 

4,637 

4,848 

5,183 

5,047 

4,584 

4,863 

6,027 

3,724 

4.193 

4,566 

4.784 

5,122 

4,995 

4,542 

4,822 

3,338 

3,675 

4,102 

4,481 

4,705 

5,047 

4,928 

4,487 

3,026 

3,250 

3,561 

3,997 

4,384 

4,617 

4,962 

4,851 

2,568 

2,886 

3,094 

3,413 

3,856 

4,251 

4,493 

4,839 

2,054 

2,390 

2,674 

2,891 

3,222 

3,672 

4,073 

4,320 

1,659 

1,832 

2,121 

2,389 

2,608 

2,939 

3,385 

3,787 

1,314 

1,392 

1,547 

1,818 

2,079 

2,299 

2,616 

3,034 

873 

1,013 

1,079 

1.217 

1,448 

1,673 

1,865 

2,134 

840 

975 

1,115 

1,234 

1,387 

1,623 

1,895 

:  2,157 

39,846 

42,591 

44,700 

47,257 

50,743 

53,712 

56,337 

58,654 

26.7 

27.6 

28.5 

29.6 

30.6  1 

31.1 

31.4 

32.3 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 


.411  ages . 

Under  5  years.... 


Female,  all  ages. 

Under  5  years . . 

5  to  9  years . . 

10  to  14  years.— . 

15  to  19  years _ : . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years.- . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . . 

40  to  44  years.- . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . . 

70  to  74  years.- . 

75  years  and  over . 


14  years  and  over . 

M^ian  age  (years).. 


63,770 

57,538 

60,861 

63,920 

66,778 

69,713 

72,765 

75,744 

5,029 

6,225 

5,949 

5,758 

5,641 

5,842 

6,145 

6,316 

53,358 

57,599 

61,110 

64,271 

67,141 

69,984 

72,858 

75,601 

4,524 

5,636 

5,381 

6,202 

5,091 

5,268 

5,537 

5,689 

4,574 

4,799 

5,890 

5,626 

5,441 

5,328 

5,515 

5,800 

5,067 

4,555 

4,785 

5,875 

5,614 

5,432 

5,321 

5,509 

5,366 

5,032 

4,540 

4,771 

5,860 

5,602 

5,422 

5,312 

5,116 

5,339 

5,004 

4,518 

4,750 

5,839 

5,583 

5,406 

4,782 

6,105 

5,302 

4,974 

4,494 

4,729 

5,815 

5,562 

4,267 

4,768 

5,063 

5.264 

4,942 

4,469 

4,705 

5,788 

3,744 

4,251 

4,715 

5,014 

5,219 

4,904 

4,438 

4,675 

3,335 

3,716 

4,187 

4,653 

4,954 

5,164 

4,856 

4,399 

3,003 

3,282 

3,640 

4,115 

4,585 

4,891 

5,104 

4,803 

2,546 

2,922 

3,180 

3,541 

4,018 

4,492 

4,801 

5,017 

2,054 

2,447 

2,786 

3,046 

3,412 

3,893 

4.367 

4,677 

1,689 

1,919 

2,269 

2,592 

2,849 

3,211 

3,687 

4.157 

1,372 

1,505 

1,711 

2,040 

2,352 

2,607 

2,956 

3,406 

925 

1,141 

1,247 

1,431 

1,720 

1,995 

2,221 

2,526 

995 

1,181 

1,410 

1,611 

1,839 

2,163 

2,530 

2,876 

40,231 

43,562 

45,962 

48,672 

52,153 

55,055 

57,550 

59,684 

27.1 

28.4 

29.7 

31.1 

32.3 

33.1 

33.4 

33.9 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages .  53 , 652 

Under  5  years .  4,818 


100.0  100.0 


57,893  61,390 

5,931  5,662 


70,259  73,147  75,897 

5,543  5,826  5,986 


1  Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are  2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color,  for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 
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Table  V.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (14,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION 
AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 


(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)!  | 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

AGE.  AND  SEX  1 

1940* 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945 

1950  1 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

FOREIGN-BORN 

WHITE 

Totals  all  ages 

11,419 

10,248 

8,905 

7,604 

6,350 

5,149 

4,017 

2,991 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

s 

4 

0.1 

22 

16 

5 

0.2 

0.2 

o.i 

_ 

54 

30 

15 

5 

0.5 

0.3 

0.2 

O.i 

_ 

165 

70 

30 

15 

5 

1.4 

0.7 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

210 

70 

29 

5 

1.8 

1.9 

0.8 

0.4 

0.2 

O.i 

424 

189 

69 

29 

15 

5 

3.7 

2.3 

2.1 

0.9 

0.5 

0.3 

0.1 

30  to  34  years..- . 

709 

441 

237 

187 

69 

29 

15 

5 

6.2 

4.3 

2.7 

2.5 

1.1 

0.6 

0.4 

0.2 

35  to  39  years.- . 

1,048 

709 

436 

235 

185 

68 

29 

15 

9.2 

6.9 

4.9 

3.1 

2.9 

1.3 

0.7 

0.5 

40  to  44  years.— . 

1,263 

1,034 

696 

428 

231 

183 

67 

28 

11.1 

10.1 

7.8 

5.6 

3.6 

3.6 

1.7 

1.0 

45  to  49  years . 

1,504 

1^225 

1,003 

679 

420 

227 

180 

66 

13.2 

12.0 

11.3 

8.9 

6.6 

4.4 

4.5 

2.2 

50  to  54  years — . 

1,566 

l'425 

1,168 

963 

656 

408 

221 

176 

13.7 

13.9 

13.1 

12.7 

10.3 

7.9 

5.5 

5.9 

55  to  59  years . . 

1,319 

i!452 

1,323 

1,094 

912 

627 

392 

213 

11,6 

14.2 

14.9 

14.4 

14.4 

12.2 

9.8 

7.1 

60  to  64  years . . 

i;069 

1,183 

1,292 

1,187 

991 

836 

581 

366 

9.4 

11.5 

14.5 

15.6 

15.6 

16.2 

14.5 

12.2 

813 

901 

999 

1,109 

1  113.5 

877 

747 

523 

7.1 

8.8 

11.2 

14.6 

16.3 

17.0 

18.6 

17.5 

70  to  74  years . . 

602 

624 

696 

'784 

*883 

834 

714 

612 

5.3 

6.1 

7.8 

10.3 

13.9 

16.2 

17.8 

20.5 

75  years  and  over . 

645 

703 

746 

819 

920 

1,040 

1,067 

987 

5.6 

6.9 

8.4 

10.8 

14.5 

20.2 

26.6 

33.0 

14  years  and  over . 

11,351 

10,206 

i  8,889 

7,600 

6,350 

5,149 

4,017 

2,991 

99,4 

99.6 

99.8 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

M.l 

57.3 

60  4 

CQ  Q 

68.5 

70.8 

Adjusted  for  census 

i 

underenu  merat  ion 

of  children 

til 

11  4''0 

10,248 

8  905 

7  604 

6.350 

4,017 

2,991 

g 

Male,  all  ages . 

6,011 

5,334 

4,575 

3.853 

3,171 

2,528 

1,936 

1,414 

100.0 

I  100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

4 

0.1 

IX 

2 

0.2 

0.2 

0.1 

27 

8 

2 

0.5 

0.3 

0.2 

o.i 

lo 

15 

8 

1.4 

0.7 

0.3 

0,2 

0.1 

37 

15 

1  6 

1.8 

0.8 

0.4 

0.3 

0.1 

98 

97 

36 

2 

3.2 

2.2 

2.1 

0.9 

0.5 

0.3 

0.1 

30  to  34  years . 

343 

205 

117 

96 

36 

15 

8 

2 

5.7 

3.8 

2.5 

2.5 

1.1 

0.6 

0.4 

0.2 

35  to  39  years.— . ' 

530 

343 

202 

115 

95 

36 

15 

8  ; 

8.8 

6.4 

4.4 

3.0 

3.0 

1.4 

0.8 

0.6 

40  to  44  years — . 

657 

521 

335 

198 

113 

93 

35 

15  ' 

10.9 

9.8 

7.3 

5.1 

3.6 

3.7 

1.8 

1.0 

45  to  49  years.- . . . 

817 

632 

503 

325 

193 

111 

91 

35 

13.6 

11.8 

11.0 

8.4 

6.1 

4.4 

4.7 

2.5 

50  to  54  years . 

883 

764 

597 

479 

312 

187 

107 

89 

14.7 

14.3 

13.0 

12.4 

9.9 

7.4 

5.6 

6.3 

55  to  59  years— . 

736 

807 

701 

553 

449 

296 

178 

103 

12.2 

15.1 

15.3 

14.3 

14.2 

11.7 

9.2 

7.3 

60  to  64  years.— . 

573 

648 

706 

619 

494 

406 

271 

165 

9.5  i 

12.2 

15.4 

16.1 

15.6 

16,1 

14.0 

11.6 

65  to  69  years . . . 

423 

472 

537 

595 

531 

430 

358 

241 

7.0  : 

8.9 

11.7 

15.4 

16.7 

17.0 

18.5 

17.0 

70  to  74  years . 

310 

316 

356 

412 

465 

420 

344 

288 

5.2 

5.9 

7.8 

10.7 

14.7 

16.6 

17.8 

20.4 

75  years  and  over.. . 

322 

347 

362 

399 

458 

524 

525 

468 

5.3 

6.5 

7.9 

10.4 

14.4 

20.7 

27.1 

33.1 

14  years  and  over . 

5,977 

5,312 

4,566 

3,852 

3,171 

2,528 

1,936 

1,414 

99.4 

99.6 

99,8 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

54.5 

57.7 

60.8 

66.3 

68.6 

70.9 

AXcQlall 

.4d justed  for  census 

.^1 .4 

DO.  4 

underenumeration 

of  children 

A  A1  1 

5,334 

2 

4  575 

3  853 

^  1T1 

2  528 

1,936 

1,414 

All  afo® 

Under  5  years . . . 

O  ,Ul  1 

4 

O  )  I  C  X 

Female,  all  ages.. 

5.408 

4,914 

4,330 

3,750 

3,180 

2,620 

2,081 

1.577 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

A 

o 

0.1 

o  ycttia.*... . . 

5  to  9  ypR.rR 

4 

11 

4 

7 

2 

0,2 

0.1 

0.1 

. 

10  t-O  14  yftArs 

27 

14 

7 

2 

0.5 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

. 

_ 

82 

14 

7 

2 

1.5 

0.7 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

. 

iw  vU  yccbi ...... 

oo 

0*2 

33 

14 

7 

2 

2.0 

1.9 

0.8 

0.4 

0.2 

o.i 

20  to  24  years — — - 

vAura 

111 

231 

Ho 

122 

92 

33 

14 

7 

2 

4.3 

2.5 

2.1 

0.9 

0.4 

0.3 

0.1 

30  trj  34  yesrs  ,  _ 

366 

236 

121 

91 

32 

14 

7 

. 2 

6.8 

4.8 

2.8 

2.4 

1.0 

0.5 

0.3 

6.1 

35  to  39  years. . . 

518 

366 

234 

120 

91 

32 

14 

7 

9.6 

7.5 

5.4 

3.2 

2,9 

1.2 

0.7 

0.4 

40  to  44  yenrfi 

606 

513 

360 

230 

118 

90 

32 

14 

11.2 

10,4 

8.3 

6.1 

3.7 

3.4 

1.5 

0.9 

45  to  49  years. . 

687 

593 

501 

353 

227 

116 

88 

31 

12.7 

12,  i 

11.6 

9.4 

7.1 

4.4 

4.3 

2.0 

50  trt  54  years 

682 

661 

571 

484 

344 

221 

114 

87 

12.6 

13.4 

13.2 

12.9 

10.8 

8.4 

5.5 

5.5 

55  tiO  59  years 

583 

645 

622 

541 

463 

331 

214 

110 

10.8 

13.1 

14.4 

14.4 

14.6 

12.6 

10.3 

7.0 

60  t-«  54  years 

496 

535 

586 

568 

498 

430 

309 

20t 

9.2 

10.9 

13.5 

15.2 

15.7 

16.4 

14.9 

12. S 

65  to  69  years.- . 

390 

428 

463 

513 

504 

447 

389 

2sa 

7.2 

8.7 

10.7 

i3.7 

15.9 

17.0 

18.7 

17:9 

7ft  tn  74  yeArs 

292 

308 

340 

372 

418 

414 

370 

323 

5.4 

6.3 

7.9 

9.9 

13.1 

15.8 

17.8 

20.5 

75  years  and  over . 

323 

356 

384 

420 

462 

517 

541 

318 

6.0 

7.3 

8.9 

11,2 

14.5 

19.7 

26.0 

32.9 

14  years  and  over . 

5,375 

4,895 

4,322 

3,749 

3,180 

2,620 

2,081 

1,577 

99.4 

99.6 

99.8 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

M^an  age  (years) . 

50.5 

53.6 

56.8 

60.0 

62.9 

65.8 

68.3 

70.8 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

Ail 

5,408 

4 

4  915 

4,330 

3,750 

3,180 

2,620 

2,081 

1,577 

..All  8i^0S. . . 

Under  5  years.. . 

2 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are  ^The  figures  for  the  population  56  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color.  for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated, 
nativity,  age.  and  sex. 
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FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Table  V.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (14,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION 
AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)^ 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


19402  1945  1950  1955  1960  1965  1970  1975  1940  1945  1950  1955  I960  1965  1970  1975 

(Census) 


NOlWHITE 

Total,  all  ages  13,4.54 


100.0  100.0  100.0 


Under  5  years _ 

5  to  9  years _ _ 

10  to  14  years _ 

15  to  19  years _ 

20  to  24  years _ 

25  to  29  years _ 

30  to  34  years. _ 

35  to  39  years _ 

40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years _ 

50  to  54  years... . 

55  to  59  years _ 

60  to  64  years _ 

65  to  69  years _ 

70  to  74  years._ . 

75  years  and  over. 


14  years  and  over _ 

Median  age  (years).. 


Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 


All  ages . . . 

Under  5  years . . 


Male,  all  ages... 

Under  5  years. . . 

5  to  9  years . . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years . . . 

’20  to  24  years.. . 

25  to  29  years...- . 

30  to  34  years...- . 

35  to  39  years.. . . 


40  to  44  years . . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years _ 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years _ 

70  to  74  years.- . 

75  years  and  over.. 


14  years  and  over _ 

Median  age  (years).. 


Adjusted  for  census 
undcrenumeration 
of  children 


All  ages . 

Under  5  years _ 


Female,  all  ages.. 


Under  5  years. _ 

5  to  9  years _ 

‘  10  to  14  years. _ 

15  to  19  years _ 

20  to  24  years _ 

25  to  29  years _ 

30  to  34  years.-.. 
35  to  39  years. _ 


40  to  44  years _ 

45  to  49  years _ 

50  to  54  years.- . 

55  to  59  years _ 

60  to  64  years _ 

65  to  69  years _ 

70  to  74  years _ 

75  years  and  over.. 


14  years  and  over...., 
Median  age  (years).. 


Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages . . .  6,953 

Under  5  years. _ _ j  770 


9,751  10,448  31,167 

1,036  1,098  1,144 


^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  honwhite  population  as  enumerated. 


HIGH  FERTILITY,  LOW  MORTALITY,  NO  IMMIGRATION 
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FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Table  VI.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (15,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION 
AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COl^n,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)* 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


1940*  1945  1950  1955  1960  1965  1970  1975  1940  1945  1950  1955  1960  1965 

(Census) 


1970  1975 


TOTAL  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages  118.215  125,053  131,345  136,312  140,792  145,382  150,361  155,323  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0 

Under  5  years .  9,230  11,533  11.800  10,652  10.430  10,825  11,556  11,937  7^8  ^2  9~0  Ti  7~4  TT 

5to9years . . .  9,329  9,815  12,069  12,357  11,160  10,934  11,353  12,124  7  9  7  8  9  2  91  79  7*5 

10  to  14  years. .  10.353  9,295  9,779  12.032  12.326  11,138  10,916  11,337  8.8  7*4  7*4  8*8  8*8  7*7 

15to  19  years . .  10,964  10,275  9,253  9,741  11,992  12,290  11,110  10,891  9  3  8  2  7*0  7*1  8*5  8*5 

20  to  24  years .  10,340  10,814  10,207  9,200  9,692  11,940  12,243  11,072  8.7  8;6  7*8  6*7  6  9  8*2 

JSto^years .  9.904  10,248  10,725  10,133  9,142  9,639  11.882  12.190  8.4  8  2  8*2  7*4  6*5  6*6 

30to34years. . :  9.206  9,846  10,148  10,634  10,057  9,081  9,583  11,820  7.8  7*9  7*7  7*8  7*1  6*2 

35to39year8 .  8,517  9,154  9,717  10,033  10.527  9.966  9.009  9  513  7  2  7.3  7*4  7*4  7e 


40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years . . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over.. 


14  years  and  over..... 
Median  age  (years).. 


Adjusted  for  census 
underenu  meration 
of  children 


99,552  103,510  109,371  114,806  118,710  122,142 

30.9  31.9  32.8  33.3  33.2  33.4 


Male,  all  ages... 


Under  5  years.  . . 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . 

40  to  44  years . 

46  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over . 

14  years  and  over _ 

M^an  age  (years).. 


118,841 

125,680 

131,987 

136,891 

141,358 

145,971 

150,989 

156,972 

9,856 

12,160 

12.442 

11,231 

10,997 

11,414 

12,184 

12,586 

59,449 

62.540 

65,521 

67,888 

70,069 

72,863 

74,909 

77,499 

4,701 

5.895 

6,0.35 

5,451 

5,339 

5,544 

5,920 

6,117 

4,745 

5,008 

6,177 

6,328 

5,719 

5,606 

5,823 

6,221 

5,259 

4,725 

4,987 

6,155 

6,310 

5,706 

5,595 

5,814 

5,516 

5.210 

4,698 

4,963 

6,129 

6,2R7 

5,688 

5,579 

5,114 

5,382 

5,170 

4,668 

4,935 

6,100 

6,260 

5,667 

4,892 

5,022 

5,331 

5,127 

4,634 

4,904 

6,066 

6,229 

4,573 

4,842 

4,965 

5,278 

5,083 

4,599 

4,871 

6,029 

4,254 

4,536 

4,768 

4,899 

5,217 

5,031 

4,557 

4,830 

3,995 

4,196 

4,438 

4,679 

4,819 

5,140 

4,964 

4,502 

3,843 

3,882 

4,064 

4,322 

4,577 

4,728 

5,0.53 

4,886 

3,452 

3,651 

3,691 

3,892 

4,168 

4,438 

4,601 

4,928 

2,790 

3,196 

3,374 

3,444 

3,671 

3,968 

4,251 

4,423 

2,2.32 

2,481 

2,827 

3,008 

3,101 

3.345 

3,656 

3,952 

1,737 

1,864 

2,084 

2,413 

2,609 

2,729 

2,975 

3,275 

1,183 

1,329 

1,435 

1,629 

1,913 

2,093 

2,209 

2,423 

1,162 

1,322 

1,478 

1,633 

1,845 

2,146 

2,420 

2,625 

45,823 

47,903 

49,267 

51,099 

53,978 

56,695 

58,685 

60,484 

29.5 

30.0 

30.4 

31.2 

31.9 

32.2 

32.2 

32.6 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenu  meration 
of  children 


All  ages . 

Under  5  years... 


Female,  all  ages. 


Under  5  years... 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years... 
15  to  19  years... 
20  to  24  years... 
25  to  29  years.  _ 
30  to  34  years... 
35  to  39  years... 


40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  yea’  • . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over.... 

14  years  and  over..... 
Median  age  (years).. 


59,781 

62,872 

65,861 

68,196 

70,370 

72.675 

75,243 

77,844 

6,034 

6,227 

6,375 

5,758 

5,641 

5,856 

6,254 

6,462 

58,766 

62,513 

65,824 

68,424 

70,723 

73,020 

75,451 

77.825 

4,528 

5,639 

5,766 

5,202 

5,09* 

5,282 

5,636 

5,820 

4,684 

4,806 

5,892 

6,029 

5,441 

5,328 

5,530 

5,903 

5,094 

4,570 

4,792 

5,877 

6,016 

5,432 

5,32* 

5,523 

5,448 

5,065 

4,555 

4,778 

5,862 

6,003 

5,422 

5,3*2 

5,227 

5,431 

5,036 

4,532 

4,758 

5,841 

5,983 

5,406 

5,012 

5,226 

5,394 

5,006 

4,  ■'=^08 

4,736 

5,8*7 

5,96* 

4,633 

5,004 

5,183 

5,356 

4,974 

4,483 

4,7*2 

5,79* 

4,262 

4,618 

4,949 

5,133 

5,309 

4,936 

4,452 

4,682 

3,941 

4,229 

4,548 

4,883 

5,072 

5,253 

4,888 

4,413 

3,690 

3,875 

4,141 

4,468 

4,812 

5,007 

5,192 

4,834 

3,229 

3,583 

3,751 

4,025 

4,362 

4,7*3 

4,915 

5,104 

2,637 

3,092 

3,408 

3,587 

3.874 

4,223 

4,581 

4,787 

2,184 

2,454 

2,855 

3,160 

3,347 

3,64* 

3,996 

4,359 

1,762 

1,933 

2,173 

2,554 

2,856 

3,053 

3,345 

3,688 

1,217 

1,449 

1,587 

1,803 

2,138 

2,409 

2,591 

2,849 

1,318 

1,537 

1,794 

2,031 

2,301 

2,680 

3,071 

3,394 

45,605 

48,457 

50,285 

52,411 

55,393 

58,110 

60,025 

61,658 

29.5 

30.5 

31.4 

32.6 

33.7 

34,3 

34.3 

34.3 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumcration 
of  children 


100.0  100.0 


100.0  100.0 


Ullages . I  59,060  I  62,808  1  66,125  I  68,695  I  70,988  f  73,295  I  ^ 

Under  5  years . [  4,822  I  5,933  I  6,067  1  5,473  I  5,356  I  5,557  I 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  iigure«>  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


100. 0  100.0 


*The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 


HIGH  FERTILITY,  LOW  MORTALITY,  NO  IMMIGRATION  97 

Table  VI.-^FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX.  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (15,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945--50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION 
AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

POPULATION  (in  thousands)^ 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

AGE,  AND  SEX 

1940* 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

NATIVE  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages 

106.796 

114,805 

122,440 

128,709 

134,441 

140,234 

146,344 

152,333 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . . . 

9,221 

11,529 

11,800 

10,652 

10,430 

10,825 

11,556 

11,937 

8.6 

10.0 

9.6 

8.3 

7.8 

7.7 

7.9 

7  8 

5  to  9  yeara . 

9,307 

9,799 

12,064 

12,357 

11,160 

10,934 

11,353 

12,124 

8.7 

8.5 

9.9 

9.6 

8.3 

7.8 

7,8 

8  0 

10  to  14  years . 

10,299 

9,265 

9,764 

12,027 

12,326 

11,138 

10,916 

11,337 

9.6 

8.1 

8.0 

9.3 

9.2 

7.9 

7.5 

7  4 

1.5  to  19  years . 

10.799 

10,205 

9,223 

9,725 

11,987 

12,290 

11,110 

10,891 

10.1 

8.9 

7.5 

7.6 

8.9 

8.8 

7.6 

7  1 

20  to  24  years. . 

10,131 

10,623 

10,137 

9,170 

9,677 

11,936 

12,243 

11,072 

9.5 

9.3 

8.3 

7.1 

7.2 

8.5 

8.4 

7  3 

25  to  29  years . 

9,480 

10,008 

lb, 536 

10,064 

9,113 

9,624 

11,878 

12,190 

8.9 

8.7 

8.6 

7.8 

6.8 

6.9 

8.1 

8.0 

30  to  34  years . . 

8,497 

9,404 

9.911 

10,447 

9,988 

9.052 

9,568 

11,815 

8.0 

8.2 

8.1 

8.1 

7.4 

6.5 

6.5 

7  8 

35  to  39  years. . 

7,468 

8,444 

9,281 

9,798 

10,341 

9,898 

8,980 

9,498 

7.0 

7.4 

7.6 

7.6 

7.7 

7.1 

6.1 

6.2 

6  673 

7,392 

8  290 

9,134 

9,660 

10,210 

9,784 

8  886 

6,2 

6.4 

6  8 

7  1 

7  2 

7  3 

6  7 

45  to  49  years... . 

6,029 

6,532 

7,201 

8,112 

8,969 

91508 

10,065 

9^654 

6.6 

5.7 

5.9 

6.3 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

6  3 

50  to  54  years . . . 

5,115 

5,809 

6,274 

6,954 

7,874 

8,743 

9,295 

9,856 

4.8 

5.1 

5.1 

5.4 

5.9 

6.2 

6.4 

6.5 

4,108 

4,836 

5,459 

'6,937 

6,633 

7,564 

8,440 

8,996 

3.8 

4.2 

4.5 

4.6 

4  9 

5  4 

5  8 

#0  to  64  years.- . 

3;  348 

3,752 

41390 

41981 

61457 

eilso 

71072 

7;  945 

3.1 

3.3 

3.6 

3.9 

4.1 

4!4 

4.8 

5.2 

65  to  69  years . 

2,687 

2,897 

3,258 

3,858 

4,430 

4,906 

5,572 

6,440 

2.6 

2.5 

2.7 

3.0 

3.3 

3.5 

3.8 

4.2 

70  to  74  years.- . 

1,798 

2,155 

2,326 

2,648 

3,168 

3,669 

4,087 

4,660 

1.7 

1.9 

1.9 

2.1 

2.4 

2,6 

2.8 

3,1 

75  years  and  over . 

1,835 

2,156 

2,525 

2,845 

3,226 

3,786 

4,425 

5,033 

1.7 

1.9 

2.1 

2.2 

2.4 

2.7 

3.0 

3.3 

14  years  and  over . 

80,077 

86,153 

90,663 

95,910 

103,020 

109,657 

114,693 

119,151 

75.0 

76.0 

74.0 

74.5 

76.6 

78.2 

78.4 

78.2 

M^ian  age  (years) . 

26.9 

28.0 

28.9 

30:2 

31.3 

31.9 

32.2 

32.8 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All  ages . 

107,422 

115,431 

123,082 

129,287 

135,008 

140,822 

146,972 

152,981 

Under  5  years . 

9,847 

12,155 

12,442 

11,231 

10,997 

11,414 

12,184 

12,586 

Male,  all  ages . 

S3, 438 

57,206 

60,946 

64,035 

66,898 

69,834 

72,973 

76,085 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years.. — . 

4,697 

5,893 

6,035 

5,451 

5,339 

5,544 

5,920 

6,117  ' 

8.8 

10.3 

9.9 

8.5 

8.0 

7.9 

8.1 

8.0 

5  to  9  years . 

4,734 

5,000 

6,174 

6,328 

5,719 

5,606 

5,823 

6,221 

8.9 

8.7 

10.1 

9.9 

8.5 

8.0 

8.0 

8.2 

10  to  14  years..-- . 

5,232 

4,710 

4,979 

6,153 

6,310 

5,706  : 

5.595 

5,814  ^ 

9.8 

8.2 

8.2 

9.6 

9.4 

8.2 

7,7 

7.6 

15  to  19  years.- . 

5,434 

5,172 

4,683 

4,954 

6,127 

6,287  i 

6,688 

5,579 

10.2 

9.0 

7.7 

7.7 

9.2 

9.0 

7.8 

7.3 

20  to  24  years . 

5,015 

5,285 

5,134 

4,652 

4,927 

6,097 

6,260 

5,667 

9.4 

9.2 

8.4 

7.3 

7.4 

8.7 

8.6 

7.4 

25  to  29  years . 

4,698 

4,904 

5,234 

5,091 

4,619 

4,896 

6,063 

6,229 

8.8 

8.6 

8.6 

7.9 

6.9 

7.0 

8.3 

8.2 

30  to  34  years.- . 

4,230  1 

4,637 

4,848 

5,183 

5,047 

4,584 

4,863 

6,027 

7.9 

8.1 

8.0 

8.1 

7.5 

6.6 

6.7 

7.9 

35  to  39  years . 

3,724 

4,193 

4,566 

4,784 

5,122 

4,995  : 

4,542 

4,822  ' 

7.0 

7.3 

7.5 

7.5 

7.7 

7.2 

6.2 

6.3 

40  to  44  years.- . 

3,338 

3,675 

4,102 

4,481 

4,705 

5,047 

4,928 

4,487 

6.2 

6.4 

6.7 

7.0 

7.0 

7.2 

6.8 

5.9 

45  to  49  years.- . 

3,026 

3,250 

3,561 

3,997 

4,384 

4,617 

4,962 

4,851 

5.7 

5.7 

5.8 

6.2 

6.6 

6.6 

6.8 

6.4 

50  to  54  years . 

2,568 

2,886 

3,094 

3,413 

3,856 

4,251 

4,493 

4,839 

4.8 

5.0 

5.1 

5.3 

5.8 

6.1 

6.2 

6.4 

55  to  59  years . 

2,054 

2,390 

2,674 

2,891 

3,222 

3,672  • 

4,073 

4,320 

3.8 

4.2 

4.4 

4.5 

4.8 

5.3 

5.6 

5.7 

60  to  64  years . 

1,659 

1,832 

2,121 

2,389 

2,608 

2,939 

3,385 

3,787 

3.1 

3.2 

3.5 

3.7 

3.9 

4.2 

4.6 

5.0 

65  to  69  years. . 

1,314 

1,392 

1,547 

1,818 

2,079 

2,299 

2,616 

3,034 

2.5 

2.4 

2.5 

2.8’ 

3.1 

3.3 

3.6 

'  4.0 

70  to  74  years.- . 

873 

1,013 

1,079 

1,217 

1,448 

1,673 

1,865 

2,134 

1.6 

1.8 

1.8 

1.9 

2.2 

2.4 

2.6 

2.8 

75  years  and  over . 

840 

975 

1,115 

1 

1,234 

1,387 

1,623 

1,895 

2,157 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

2.1 

2.3 

2.6 

2.8 

14  years  and  over . 

39,846 

42,591 

44,701 

47,247 

50,807 

54,167 

56,749 

59,069 

74.6 

74.5 

73,3 

73.8 

75.9 

77.6 

77.8 

77.6 

Me^n  age  (years) . 

26.7 

27.6 

28.3 

29.4 

30.4 

30.9 

31.2 

32.0 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All  ages . 

53,770 

57.538 

61,287 

64,343 

67,199 

70,147 

73,307 

76,430 

Under  5  years _ ; . 

5,029 

6,225 

6,375 

5,758 

5,641 

5,856 

6,254 

6,462 

. . . 

Fem'ale,  all  ages.. 

53,lfS8 

57,599 

61,494 

64,673 

67,543 

70,399 

73,371 

76,248 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . 

4,524 

5,636 

5,766 

5,202 

5,091 

5,282 

5,636 

5,820 

8.5 

9.8 

9.4 

8.0 

7.5 

7.5 

7.7 

7.6 

5  to  9  years . 

4,574 

4,799 

5,890 

6,029 

5,441 

5,328 

5,530 

5,903 

8  6 

8.3 

9.6 

9.3 

8.1 

7  6 

7  5 

7  7 

10  to  14  years . . . 

5,067 

4,555 

4,785 

5,875 

6,016 

5,432 

5,321 

5,523 

9.5 

7.9 

7.8 

9.1 

8.9 

7]7 

7!3 

7!2 

15  to  19  years . 

5,366 

5,032 

4,540 

4,771 

5,860 

6,003 

5,422 

5,312 

10.1 

8.7 

7.4 

7.4 

8.7 

8.5 

7.4 

7.0 

20  to  24  years . . 

5,116 

5,339 

5,004 

4,518 

4,750 

5,839 

5,983 

5,406 

9.6 

9.3 

8.1 

7.0 

7.0 

8.3 

8.2 

7.1 

25  to  29  years . 

4,782 

5,105 

5,302 

4,974 

4,494 

4,729 

5,815 

5,961 

9.0 

8.9 

8.6 

7.7 

6.7 

6.7 

7.9  ’ 

7.8 

30  to  34  years . 

4,267 

4,768 

5,063 

5,264 

4,942 

4,469 

4,705 

6,788 

8  0 

8.3 

8.2 

8.1 

7  3 

6  3 

6  4 

7  6 

35  to  39  years . . 

3,744 

4,251 

4,715 

5,014 

5,219 

4,904 

4,438 

4,675 

7.0 

7.4 

7.7 

7.8 

7.7 

7.0 

6!o 

6!i 

40  to  44  years . 

3,335 

3,716 

4,187 

4,653 

4,954 

5,164 

4,856 

4,399 

6.2 

6.5 

6.8 

7.2 

7.3 

7.3 

6.6 

5.8 

45  to  49  years . 

3,003 

3,282 

3,640 

4,115 

4,585 

4,891 

5 , 104 

4,803 

6.6 

5,7 

5.9 

6.4 

6.8 

6.9 

7.0 

6.3 

50  to  54  years . 

2,546 

2,922 

3,180 

3,541 

4,018 

4,492 

4,801 

5,017 

4.8 

5.1 

5.2 

5.5 

5.9 

6.4 

6.5 

6.6 

55  to  59  years. . 

2,054 

2,447 

2,786 

3,046 

3,412 

3,893 

4,367 

4,677 

3  8 

4  2 

4.5 

4.7 

5. 1 

5I5 

6  0 

6  1 

60  to  64  years . 

1,689 

1,919 

2,269 

2,592 

2,849 

3,211 

3,687 

4,157 

3!2 

3.3 

3.7 

4.0 

4.2 

4.6 

5!o 

5.5 

65  to  69  years . 

1,372 

1,505 

1  711 

2,040 

2  352 

2  607 

2  956 

3,406 

2  6 

2  6 

2  8 

3  2 

3  5 

3  7 

4  0 

4  5 

70  to  74  years . 

925 

1,141 

1,247 

1,431 

1,720' 

1,995 

2,221 

2,526 

i!7 

2.0 

2.0 

2.2 

2^5 

2!8 

3!o 

s'.z 

75  years  and  over . 

995 

1,181 

1,410 

1,611 

1,839 

2,163 

2,530 

2,876 

1.9 

2.0 

2.3 

2.5 

2.7 

3.1 

3.4 

3.8 

14  years  and  over . 

40,231 

43,562 

45,963 

48,662 

52,214 

55,490 

57,944 

60,082 

75.4 

76.6 

74.7 

75.2 

77.3 

78.8 

79.0 

78.8 

M^an  age  (years) . 

27.1 

28.4 

29.5 

30.9 

32.1 

32.9 

33.2 

33.6 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All  ages . . 

.  53,652 

57,893 

61,795 

64,945 

67,809 

70,675 

73,665 

76.552 

Under  5  years . . 

.  4,818 

5,931 

6,067 

5,473 

6,356 

5,557 

6,930 

6,124 

FOREIGN-BORN 

WHITE 

(Same  as  in  table  V) 

1  Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  ar* 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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Table  VI.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (15,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION 
AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950  TO  1975— Continued 


(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0,1) 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)  1 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 


AGE,  AND  SEX 

1940* 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1940 

194.5 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

NONWHITE 

Total,  all  ages 

13,454 

14,568 

15,642 

16,658 

17,768 

19,051 

20,485 

21,980 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . . 

1,312 

1,613 

1,691 

1,594 

1,679 

1,836 

1,977 

2,056 

9.8 

11.1 

10.8 

9.6 

9.5 

9.6 

9.7 

9.4 

5  to  9  years.  . . 

1,356 

1,533 

1,825 

1,916 

1,808 

1,908 

2,087 

2,250 

10.1 

10.5 

11.7 

n,5 

10.2 

10.0 

10.2 

10.2 

10  to  14  years . 

1,393 

1,354 

1,524 

1,816 

1,909 

1,802 

1,903 

'  2,083 

10.4 

9.3 

9.7 

10.9 

10.7 

9.0 

9.3 

9.5 

15  to  19  yeans . . 

1,359  1 

1,377 

1,340 

1,510 

1,803 

1,897 

1,794 

1,895 

10.2 

9.4 

8.6 

9.1 

10.1 

10.0 

8.8 

8  6 

20  to  24  years . . 

1,248  j 

1,344 

1,350 

1,319 

1,490 

1,784 

1,880 

1,780 

9.3 

9.2 

8.6 

7.9 

8.4 

9.4 

9.2 

8  1 

25  to  29  years...^ . 

1,192 

1.221 

1,309 

1,321 

1,295 

1,468 

1,762 

1,860 

8.9  ; 

8.4 

8.4 

7,9 

7,3 

7.7 

8.6 

8  5 

30  to  34  years., . 

1,036 

1,161 

1,183 

1,275 

1,292 

1,272 

1,446 

1,739 

7.7 

8.0 

7.6 

7  7 

7.3 

6  7 

7.1 

7  9 

35  to  39  years., . . . 

1,029 

998 

1,115 

1,145 

1,240 

1,262 

1,247 

1,422 

7.6 

6.8 

7.1 

6.9 

7.0 

6.6 

6.1 

6.5 

40  to  44  years.,, . 

852 

975 

946 

1,067 

1,103 

1,202 

1,229 

1,219 

6.3 

6’.7 

6.0 

6.4 

6.2 

6.3 

6.0 

5.5 

45  to  49  years . 

722 

794 

909 

895 

1,021 

1,064 

1,165 

1,195 

5.4 

5 .0 

5.8 

0.4 

5.7 

5.6 

5.7 

5  4 

50  to  54  years., . 

577 

650 

717 

835 

836 

966 

1,015 

1,118 

4.3 

4 .5 

4.6 

5.0 

4.7 

5.1 

5.0 

5.1 

55  to  59  years.,, . 

441 

501 

565 

636 

758 

772 

904 

957 

3.3 

3.4 

3.6 

3.8 

4.3 

4.1 

4.4 

4  4 

60  to  64  years., . 

343 

371 

419 

480 

^50 

669 

693 

823 

2.5 

2.5 

2  7 

2.9 

3.1 

3.5 

3.4 

3.7 

65  to  69  years — . 

249 

274 

297 

343 

403 

471 

581 

609 

1.8 

1.9 

1 .9 

2.1 

2.3 

2  5 

2.8 

2  8 

70  to  74  years . 

160 

184 

203 

225 

265 

316 

375 

467 

1.2 

1.3 

1  3 

1.3 

1.5 

1.7 

1.8 

2  1 

75  years  and  over . 

175 

218 

249 

280 

314 

362 

426 

506 

1.3 

1  .5 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

2.1 

2.3 

14  years  and  ov^r . 

9,675 

10,338 

10,887 

11,673 

12,752 

13,872 

'  14,885 

15,992 

71.9 

71.0 

,  69.6 

70.1 

71.8 

72.8 

72 .7 

72  8 

Meiiian  age  (years) . 

25.2 

25.3 

25.3 

25.7 

25.8 

26.0 

26.7 

27.5 

Adjasted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

All  ages . . 

13,691 

14,804 

15,889 

16,891 

18,013 

19,320 

20,774 

22,281 

Male,  all  ages - 

6,613 

7,155 

7,671 

8,167 

8,715 

2 , 1 05 

9,357 

2,267 

10,079 

2 , 357 

10,838 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years - 

653 

807 

845 

797 

841 

920 

991 

1 .031 

9.9 

11 .3 

11  .0 

9.8 

9,6 

9.8 

9.8 

5  to  9  years.  . . 

674 

769 

918 

963 

910 

961 

1,052 

1,135 

10.2 

10.7 

12.0 

11.8 

10.4 

10.3 

10.4 

10  5 

10  to  14  years — . 

693 

674 

764 

914 

959 

907 

959 

1,050 

10.5 

9.4 

10.0 

11.2 

11 .0 

9.7 

9.5 

9  7 

15  to  19  years . . . 

684 

686 

667 

758 

907 

953 

903 

954 

10.0 

9.6 

8.7 

9.3 

10.4 

10.2 

9  0 

8  8 

20  to  24  years. . 

579 

653 

672 

656 

748 

897 

944 

896 

8.8 

9.1 

8.8 

8.0 

8.6 

9.6 

9,4 

8.3 

25  to  29  years.  . . 

559 

568 

633 

657 

644 

736 

885 

934 

8.4 

7.9 

8.3 

8.0 

7.4 

7.9 

8,8 

1  8.6 

30  to  34  years.,, . 

497 

544 

548 

617 

641 

631 

724 

873 

7.5 

7.6 

7.1 

7.6 

7.4 

6.7 

7.2 

8.1 

35  to  39  years.,  . 

491 

479 

521 

529 

599 

626 

618 

711 

7.4 

6.7 

6.8 

6 .5 

6.9 

6.7 

6,1 

6.6 

40  to  44  years.  . . 

424 

465 

452 

497 

509 

579 

608 

603 

6.4 

0  .5 

5 .9 

6.1 

5.8 

6  .2 

6.0 

5.6 

45  to  49  years.  . . 

367 

393 

431 

426 

474 

489 

560 

590 

5.5 

5.5 

0.6 

5.2 

5 .4 

5.2 

5.6 

5.4 

50  to  54  years,., . 

301 

326 

351 

393 

395 

446 

465 

536 

4.6 

4.6 

4.6 

4.8 

4 ,5 

4  8 

4  6 

4  9 

55  to  59  years..., . 

235 

259 

281 

309 

354 

363 

415 

437 

3.6 

3,6 

3.7 

3.8 

4.1 

3.9 

4,1 

4.0 

60  to  64  years . . 

180 

197 

215 

237 

266 

311 

325 

377 

2.7 

2.7 

2.8 

2  9 

3  0 

3  3 

3  2 

3  5 

65  to  69  years . 

132 

142 

155 

174 

197 

225 

268 

283 

2.0 

2,0 

2.0 

2.1 

2.3 

2  4 

2, *7 

2  6 

70  to  74  years., . 

81 

95 

103 

115 

131 

151 

176 

211 

1.2 

1.3 

1.3 

1  4 

1  5 

1  6 

1  7 

1  9 

75  vears  and  over . 

82 

:  100 

114 

127 

142 

162 

186 

216 

1.2 

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

1.6 

i!7 

i!8 

2^0 

14  years  and  over . 

4,731 

5,040 

5,287 

5,665 

6,197 

6,754 

7,262 

7,824 

71.5 

70.4 

68.9 

69.4 

71.1 

72.2 

72.1 

72.2 

Median  age  (years) . 

25.4 

24.9 

24.8 

25.0 

25.0 

25.3 

26.1 

26.9 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration 

of  children 

.Ml  ages . 

6,737 

7,280 

7,802 

8.289 

8,845 

9,499 

10,232 

10,997 

Under  5  years . . 

778 

931 

975 

920 

.  970 

1,062 

1,144 

1,190 

1 

Female,  all  ages  ... 

6,841 

7,413 

7,971 

8,491 

9,052 

9,694 

10,405 

11,142 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years — . 

659 

.  807 

846 

797 

839 

916 

986 

1,025 

9.6 

10.9 

10.6 

9.4 

9.3 

9  4 

9  5 

9  2 

5  to  9  years.  . . 

681 

!  763 

907 

953 

898 

947 

1,035 

1,115 

10.0 

10.3 

11 .4 

11,2 

9  9 

9  8 

9  9 

10  0 

10  to  14  years.,, . 

700 

680 

759 

903 

950 

895 

944 

1,033 

10.2 

9.2 

9.5 

10  6 

10  5 

9  2 

9*1 

9  3 

15  to  19  years . 

705 

!  691 

673 

753 

896 

944 

891 

940 

10.3 

9.3 

8.4 

8.9 

9.9 

9*7 

8*6 

8*4 

20  to  24  years . 

669 

i  691 

677 

662 

743 

887 

935 

884 

9.8 

9.3 

8.0 

7  8 

8  2 

9  1 

9  0 

7  9 

25  to  29  years . . 

634 

654 

674 

664 

651 

733 

877 

926 

9.3 

8.8 

8.5 

7  8 

7  2 

7  6 

8  4 

8  3 

30  to  34  years . 

539 

617 

635 

658 

651 

641 

722 

866 

7.9 

8.3 

8  0 

7  8 

7  2 

6  6 

6*9 

7*8 

35  to  39  years.— . 

537 

519 

595 

616 

642 

637 

629 

711 

7.9 

7.0 

7.5 

7.2 

7.1 

6!6 

6.0 

6!4 

40  to  44  years . 

428 

510 

494 

571 

595 

623 

621 

615 

6.3 

6.9 

6.2 

6.7 

6  6 

6  4 

6  0 

5 , 5 

45  to  49  years . . . . 

356 

'  401 

478 

469 

548 

575 

605 

605 

5.2 

5  4 

6.0 

5.0 

6  0 

5*9 

5*8 

5  4 

50  to  54  years _ _ 

276 

324 

366 

442 

441 

520 

550 

582 

4,0 

4^4 

4.6 

5.2 

4  9 

5*4 

5*3 

5*2 

55  to  59  years - - 

206 

242 

284 

327 

404 

409 

488 

520 

3.0 

3.3 

3,6 

3.9 

4  5 

4  2 

4  7 

4*7 

60  to  64  years . . . 

162 

175 

204 

243 

285 

358 

369 

446 

2.4 

2.4 

2.6 

2.9 

3  1 

3  7 

3  5 

4  0 

65  to  69  years . 

117 

131 

142 

169 

206 

246 

313 

326 

1.7 

1.8 

1.8 

2.0 

2  3 

2  5 

3*0 

2*9 

70  to  74  years.,. . 

79 

89 

100 

110 

134 

165 

199 

256 

1  2 

1.2 

1  3 

1  3 

1  5 

1*7 

1  9 

2  3 

75  years  and  over . 

93 

118 

135 

154 

172 

200 

240 

290 

1.4 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

2.1 

2.3 

2!6 

14  vears  and  over . 

4,944 

5,299 

5,600 

6,008 

6,555 

7,118 

7,622 

8,168 

72.3 

71.0 

70.3 

70.8 

72.4 

73.4 

73.3 

73.3 

Median  age  (years) . 

25.1 

25.6 

25.9 

26.3 

26.5 

26.8 

27.3 

28.1 

Adjusted  for  census 

u  n  derenumer  a  lion 

of  children 

All  ages.,, . . . 

6,953 

7 , 525 

8,088 

8,601 

9,168 

9,821 

10,542 

11,284 

Under  5  years . . 

!  770 

918 

964 

907 

955 

1,043 

1,123 

1,167 

1  Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are  2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color,  for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


HIGH  FERTILITY,  LOW  MORTALITY,  1,000,000  NET  IMMIGRATION  9'9 

Table  VIl— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (15,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NET  IMMIGRATION 
OF  1,000,000  PERSONS  DURING  EACH  5- YEAR  PERIOD  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES: 
1950  TO  1975 


(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)  1 


COLOR,  NATIVITY 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


ALL  CLASSES 


Total,  all  ages  ... 


Under  5  years — . 

o  to  9  yeara — . - 

10  to  14  years.^ . 

15  to  19  years.— . 

20  to  24  years. . 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years- . 

35  to  39  years.^ . . 

40  to  44  years... . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years. . 

60  to  64  years. . 

65  to  69  years— . 

70  to  74  years—. . 

75  years  and  over . 

14  years  and  over . 

Median  age  (years) . 

.Vdj  usted  for  census 
un  derenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages . . 

Under  5  years._ . 


Male,  all  ages  . 


Under  5  years . 

5  to  9  years.- . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years.. . 

20  to  24  years  . . 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . . 

35  to  39  years . — . 

40  to  44  years . . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . . 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years. . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over . 

14  years  and  over . 

Median  age  (years) . 

.Vdjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages . 

Under  5  years . . 


Female,  all  ages  ... 


Under  5  years — . 

5  to  9  years- . 

10  to  14  years.— . 

15  to  19  years.- . . 

20  to  24  years . . 

25  to  29  years.— . 

30  to  34  years — . 

35  to  39  years..- . 

40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years.— . 

50  to  54  years — . 

55  to  59  years . . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years.— . 

70  to  74  years — . 

75  years  and  over . 

14  years  and  over . 

Median  age  (years) . 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages . . . 

Under  5  years. — . 


19402 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

131,669 

139,621 

147,986 

155,126 

162,011 

169,270 

177,118 

185,071 

10,542 

13.147 

13,509 

12,435 

12,441 

13,089 

14,025 

14,562 

10,685 

11,347 

13,940 

14,337 

13,212 

13,234 

13,935 

14,935 

11,746 

10,649 

11,373 

13.965 

14,370 

13,254 

13,282 

13,^5 

12,334 

11,652 

10,721 

11,450 

14,039 

14,451 

13,345 

13,376 

11,588 

12,158 

11,854 

10,943 

11,678 

14,265 

14,682 

13, 589 

lli097 

11,470 

12,273 

11,987 

11,098 

11,839 

14,421 

14,846 

10;242 

11,007 

11,443 

12,257 

11,990 

11,121 

11,867 

14,443 

9,545 

10,151 

10,867 

11,322 

12,146 

11,897 

11,052 

11,801 

8,788 

9,401 

9,941 

10,674 

11,147 

11,979 

11,751 

10,930 

8^255 

8,551 

9,124 

9,707 

10,464 

10,930 

11,799 

11,586 

7,257 

71884 

8,170 

8,774 

9,397 

10.181 

10,699 

11,540 

5,868 

6,789 

7,356 

7,687 

8,333 

9,002 

9,807 

10,338 

4,760 

5,306 

6,107 

6,661 

7,032 

7,688 

8,389 

9,206 

3^748 

4,071 

4,556 

5,317 

5,883 

6,278 

6,933 

7,614 

2,561 

2,962 

3,227 

3,661 

4,324 

4,833 

5,196 

5,  /bS 

2,655 

3,077 

3,523 

3,950 

4,468 

5,199 

5,936 

6,553 

101,103 

1 

108,698 

111,320 

116,998 

124,894 

132,434 

I38,5r08 

144,320 

29.0 

29.7 

30.1 

31.0 

31.7 

32.0 

32.1 

132,532 

140,484 

148,876 

155,949 

162,842 

170,151 

178,063 

186,052 

11 ; 404 

14,009 

14,399 

13,257 

13,272 

13,969 

14,969 

15 , 543 

66,062 

69,695 

73,742 

77,236 

80,670 

84,358 

88,408 

92,571 

6,702 

6,890 

6,345 

6,351 

6,684 

7,164 

7,441 

5,419 

5,777 

7,123 

7,329 

6,759 

6,773 

7,135 

7,650 

5i399 

5,794 

7,139 

7,351 

6,785 

6,803 

7,166 

6,180 

5,895 

5,441 

5,839 

7,182 

7,398 

6,839 

6,858 

5,692 

6,035 

6,031 

5,588 

5,989 

7,331 

7 , 550 

6,997 

5,451 

5,590 

6,112 

6,117 

5,686 

6,090 

7,429 

7,653 

5,070 

5,385 

5,575 

6,102 

6,116 

5,697 

6,104 

7,440 

41746 

5,014 

5,294 

5,495 

6,026 

6,049 

5,643 

6,052 

4,419 

4,661 

4,880 

5,171 

5,383 

5,916 

5,950 

5,558 

4,209 

4,275 

4,492 

4,736 

5,014 

5,269 

5,804 

o ,  845 

3,753 

3.977 

4,043 

4,283 

4,553 

4-,  878 

5,117 

5,650 

3,025 

3.455 

3,656 

3.755 

4,024 

4,322 

4,662 

4,910 

2,413 

2,677 

3,042 

3,246 

3,369 

3,655 

3,973 

4,325 

1,869 

2,006 

2,239 

:  2,587 

2,807 

2,957 

3,242 

3,551 

1,265 

1,423 

1,538 

1  1,744 

2,044 

2,245 

2,386 

2,634 

1,244 

1,422 

1,591 

I  1,760 

1,986 

2,308 

2,607 

2 , 843 

50 , 554 

52,943 

55,032 

57,755 

61,696 

65,518 

68,654 

71,714 

29.1 

29.5 

29.6 

30.2 

30.8 

31.0 

31.1 

31 .7 

66,518 

70,152 

74,213  ■ 

77,672 

81,110 

84,825 

88,909 

93,092 

5,811 

7,158 

7,361 

6,781 

6,791 

7,151 

7,665 

1  7,961 

65.608 

69,926 

74,244 

77,890 

81,341 

84,913 

88,710 

92,500 

5,187 

6,445 

6,620 

6,090 

6,090 

6,405 

6,861 

7,121 

5,266 

5,570 

6,817 

7,008 

6,453 

6,461 

6,800 

7,285 

5,794 

5,250 

5,579 

6,826 

7,020 

6,469 

6,479 

6,819 

6,153 

5,756 

5,280 

5,611 

6,857 

7,053 

6,506 

6,518 

5,895  ' 

6,122 

5,823 

5,355 

5,689 

6,934 

7,133 

6,592 

5,646 

5,880 

6,161 

5,870 

5,412 

5,748 

6,991 

7,193 

5,172 

5,621 

5,868 

6,155 

5,873 

5,424 

5,763 

7,003 

4,800 

5,137 

5,573 

5,827 

6,120 

5,848 

5,409 

5,749 

4,369 

4,739 

5.061 

5,502 

5,764 

6,062 

5,801 

5,372 

4,046 

4,277 

4,633 

4,970 

5,420 

5,691 

5,995 

5,742 

3,504 

3,907 

4,127 

4,491 

4,845 

5,303 

5,582 

5,890 

2,843 

3,334 

3,700 

3,932 

4,309 

4,681 

5,145 

5,429 

2,347 

2,629 

3,065 

3,416 

3,653 

4,033 

4,416 

4,882 

1,879 

2,065 

2,313 

2,731 

3,076 

3,321 

3,691 

4,063 

1,296 

1,539 

1,689 

1,917 

2,280 

2,588 

2,810 

3,134 

1,411 

1,655 

1,932 

2,190 

2,481 

2,892 

3,329 

3,710 

.  50,549 

53,755 

56,288 

59,243 

63,198 

66,916 

69,854 

72,606 

29.0 

29.9 

30.7 

31,8 

32.7 

33.1 

33.1 

33.4 

66,014 

70,332 

74,663 

78,277 

81,732 

85,326 

89,153 

92,960 

.  5,593 

6,851 

7,038 

6,476 

6,481 

6,818 

1  7,304 

7,581 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


1910 

1945 

1950  . 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

8  .0 

9.4 

9.1 

8.0 

7.7 

7.7 

7.9 

7.9 

8.1 

8.1 

9.4 

9.2 

8.2 

7.8 

7.9 

8.1 

8.9 

7.6 

7.7 

9.0 

8.9 

7.8 

7.5 

7.6 

9.4 

8.3 

7.2 

7.4 

8.7 

8.5 

7,5 

7.2 

8.8 

8.7 

8.0 

7.1 

7.2 

8.4 

8.3 

7.3 

8.4 

8.2 

8.3 

7,7 

6.9 

7.0 

8.1 

8.0 

7.8 

7.9 

7.7 

7.9 

7.4 

6.6 

6.7 

7.8 

7.2 

7.3 

7,3 

7.3 

7.5 

7.0 

6.2 

6.4 

6.7 

6.7 

4 

6.7 

6.9 

6.9 

7.1 

6.6 

5.9 

6.3 

6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

6.5 

6.5 

6.7 

6.3 

5.5 

5 .6 

5 .5 

5.7 

5.8 

6.0 

6.0 

6.2 

4.5 

4.9 

.  5.0 

5.0 

5.1 

5.3 

5.5 

5.6 

3.6 

3.8 

4.1 

4,3 

4.3 

4.5 

4.7 

5.0 

2.8 

2.9 

3.1 

3.4 

3.6 

3.7 

3.9 

4.1 

1.9 

2.1 

2.2 

2.4 

2.7 

2.9 

2.9 

3.1 

2.0 

2.2 

2.4 

2.5 

2.8 

3.1 

3.4 

3.0 

76.8 

76.4 

75.2 

75.4 

^  77.1 

78.2 

78.2 

78.0 

100  .0 

100,0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100  0 

100.0 

100.0 

8.1 

9.6 

9.3 

8.2 

7.9 

7.9 

8.1 

8.0 

8.2 

8.3 

9.7 

9.5 

8.4 

8.0 

8.1 

,8.3 

9.0 

7.7 

7.9 

9.2 

9.1 

8.0 

7.7 

7.7 

9.4 

8.5 

7.4 

7.6 

8.9 

8.8 

7.7 

7.4 

8.6 

8.7 

8.2 

7.2 

7.4 

•  8.7 

8.0 

7.6 

8.3 

8.0 

8.3 

7.9 

7,0 

7.2 

8.4 

8.3 

7.7 

7.7 

7.6 

7.9 

7.6 

6.8 

6.9 

8.0 

7.2 

7.2 

7.2 

7.1 

7.5 

7.2 

6.4 

6  .5 

6.7 

6.7 

6.6 

6.7 

6.7 

7,0 

6.7 

6.0 

6  .4 

6.1 

6.1 

6.1 

6.3 

6.2 

6.6 

6.3 

5.7 

5.7 

0.5 

5  .5 

5.6 

5.8 

5.8 

6.1 

4.6 

5.0 

5 .0 

4.9 

o  .0 

5.1 

5.3 

0.3 

3.7 

3.8 

4.1 

4.2 

4.2 

4.3 

4  ,5 

4.7 

2.8 

2.9 

3.0 

3.3 

3 .5 

3.0 

3.7 

3.8 

1 .9 

2.0 

2.1 

2.3 

2.5 

2.7 

2.7 

2.8 

1.9 

2.0 

2.2 

2.3 

2.0 

2.7 

2.9 

3.1 

76.5 

76.0 

74.6 

74.8 

76.5 

77.7 

77  T 

i  77.5 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

7.9 

9.2 

8.9 

7.8 

7.0 

7.5 

7.7 

7,7 

8.0 

8,0 

9.2 

9.0 

7.9 

7.6 

7.7 

7.9 

8.8 

7.5 

7.5 

8.8 

8.6 

7.6 

7.3 

7.4 

9.4 

8.2 

7.1 

7.2 

8.4 

8.3 

7.3 

7.0 

9.0 

8.8 

7.8 

6.9 

7.0 

8.2 

8.0 

7.1 

8.6 

8.4 

8.3 

7.5 

6.7 

6.8 

7.9 

7.8 

7.9 

'  8.0 

7.9 

7.9 

7,2 

6.4 

6.9 

,7.6 

7.3 

7.3 

7.5 

7.5 

7.0 

6.9 

6.1 

6.2 

6.7 

6.8 

6.8 

7.1 

7.1 

7.1 

6.5 

5.8 

6.2 

6.1 

6.2 

6.4 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

6,2 

5,3 

5 .6 

5.6 

5.8 

6.0 

6.2 

6.3 

6.4 

4.3 

4.8 

5.0 

5 .0 

5.3 

5.0 

0  ,8 

5.9 

3.6 

3.8 

4,1 

4.4 

4.5 

4.7 

5.0 

5.3 

2.9 

3.0 

3.1 

3.5 

3.8 

3.9 

4.2 

4.4 

2.0 

2.2 

2.3 

2.5 

2.8 

3.0 

3.2 

3.4 

2.2 

2.4 

2.6 

2.8 

3.1 

3.4 

3.8 

4.0 

77.0 

76.9 

75.8 

76.1 

77.7 

78.8 

78.7 

78.5 

. . 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  non  white  population  as  enumerated. 
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Tabi^:  VII.— forecasts  of  the  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (15,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NET  IMMIGRATION 
OF  1,000,000  PERSONS  DURING  EACH  5-YEAR  PERIOD  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES: 
1950  TO  1975 — Continued 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)  * 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


{ctlsL)  1975 


TOTAL  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages  118,215  125,053 

Under  5  years .  9 , 230  1 1 , 533 

5  to  9  years .  9 , 329  9 , 815 

10  to  14  years .  10,353  9,295 

15  to  19  years .  10,964  10,275 

20  to  24  years .  10,340  10,814 

25  to  29  years .  9,904  10 , 248 

30  to  34  years... .  9,206  9,846 

35  to  39  years .  8,517  9,154 

40  to  44  year8..._ .  7,936  8,426 

45  to  49  years .  7,533  7,757 

50  to  54  years...- .  6,680  7,234 

55  to  59  years .  5,427  6,288 

60  to  64  years .  4,417  4,935 

65  to  69  years .  3 , 499  3  ^  797 

70  to  74  years .  2,401  2,778 

75  years  and  over .  2,480  2,859 

14  years  and  over .  91 , 428  96 , 360 

Median  age  (years) .  29.5  30.3 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 


All  ages . 

Under  5  years... 


132,344  138,469  144,244  150,219  156,633  163.091 


Male,  all  ages... 

Under  5  years . 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years _ 

20  to  24  years _ 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . 


40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years— . 

50  to  64  years— . 

55  to  59  years...-'. . 

60  to  C4  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over.... 

14  years  and  over.... 
Median  age  (years),. 


118,841 

125,680 

132,987 

139,058 

144,828 

150,830 

157,288 

163,771 

9,856 

12,160 

12,461 

11,430 

11,346 

11,865 

12,702 

13,186 

59.449 

62.540 

66,070 

69,070 

71,954 

75,000 

78,329 

81,733 

4,701 

5,895 

6,045 

5,548 

5,510 

5,764 

6,173 

6,410 

4,745 

5,008 

6,204 

6,367 

5,849 

5,812 

6,082 

6,515 

5,259 

4,725 

5,030 

6,226 

6,392 

5,878 

5,844 

6,115 

5,516 

5,210 

4,774 

5,081 

6,276 

6,445 

5,936 

5,904 

5,114 

5,382 

5,359 

4,931 

5,241 

6,434 

6,605 

6,102 

4,892 

5,022 

5,477 

5,460 

5,042 

5,355 

6,544 

6,719 

4,573 

4,842 

5,027 

5,485 

5.475 

5,066 

5,380 

6,566 

4,254 

4,536 

4,773 

4,966 

5,427 

5,424 

5,025 

5,341 

3,995 

4  J96 

4,428 

4,675 

4,874 

5,337 

5,342 

4,955 

3,843 

3,882 

4,061 

4,310 

4,570 

4,780 

5,244 

5,255 

3,452 

3,651 

3,692 

3,890 

4,158 

4,432 

4,652 

5,114 

2,790 

3,196 

3,375 

3,446 

3,670 

3,959 

4,246 

4,473 

2,232 

2,481 

2,828 

3,009 

3,103 

3,344 

3,648 

3,948 

1,737 

1,864 

2,084 

2,413 

2,610 

2,731 

2,974 

3,268 

1,183 

1,329 

1,435 

1,629 

1,913 

2,094 

2,211 

2,422 

1,162 

1,322 

1,478 

1,633 

1,845 

2,146 

2,421 

2,627 

45,823 

47,903 

49,745 

52,090 

55,499 

58,764 

61,391 

63,890 

29.5 

30.0 

30.1 

30.8 

31.5 

31.8 

31.8 

32.4 

Adjusted  for  census 
underen  umera  ti  on 
of  children 


All  ages . 

Under  5  years... 


Female,  all  ages.. 

Under  5  years . 

5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years.— . 

15  to  19  years— . 

20  to  24  years . 

25  to  29  years . - . 

30  to  34  years . . 

35  to  39  years . 


40  to  44  years. . . 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years . 

55  to  59  years.- . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over _ 

14  years  and  over.... 
Median  age  (years).. 


59,781 

62,872 

66,411 

69,383 

72,265 

75,326 

78,677 

82,094 

5,034 

6,227 

6,386 

5,861 

5,821 

6,089 

6,521 

6,771 

58,766 

62,513 

66,274 

69,399 

72,289 

75,218 

78,305 

81,358 

4,528 

5,639 

5.773 

5,293 

5,252 

5,489 

5,874 

6,096 

4,584 

4,806 

5,910 

6,055 

5,555 

5,514 

5,765 

6,170 

5,094 

4,570 

4,820 

5,923 

6,070 

5,574 

5,535 

5,786 

5,448 

5,065 

4,607 

4,858 

5,960 

6,109 

5,615 

5,577 

5,227 

5,431 

5,146 

4,693 

4,946 

6,047 

6,197 

5,707 

5,012 

5,226 

5,486 

5,. 207 

4,761 

5,016 

6,116 

6,266 

4,633 

5,004 

5,233 

5,496 

5,223 

4,783 

5,040 

6,137 

4,262 

4,618 

4,978 

5,211 

5,478 

5,212 

4,780 

5,038 

3,941 

4,229 

4,567 

4,931 

5,169 

5.439 

5,180 

4,756 

3,690 

3,875 

4,154 

4,501 

4,873 

5,116 

5,390 

5,137 

3,229 

3,583 

3,761 

4,049 

4,404 

4,783 

5,032 

5,308 

2,637 

3,092 

3,416 

3,605 

3,905 

4,272 

4,656 

4,908 

2,184 

2,454 

2,861 

3,172 

3,368 

3,674 

4,047 

4,435 

1,762 

1,933 

2,176 

2,561 

2,870 

3,075 

3,378 

3,737 

1,217 

1,449 

1,589 

1,807 

2,146 

2,423 

2,611 

2,879 

1,318 

1,537 

1,796 

2,036 

2,309 

2,691 

3,089 

3,420 

45,605 

48,457 

50,688 

53,235 

56,643 

59,797 

62,231 

64,438 

29.5 

30.5 

31.3 

32.4 

33,4 

34.0 

34.0 

34.1 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 

Ullages .  59,060  62,808  66,575  69,676  72,563  75,505  78,611  81.677 

Under  5  years .  4,822  5,933  6,075  5,569  5,526  5,775  6,181  6^415 


100.0  100.0 


78.9  78.7 


100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100,0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

7.9 

9.4 

9.1 

8.0 

7.7 

7.7 

7.9 

7.8 

8.0 

8.0 

9.4 

9.2 

8.1 

7.7 

7.8  : 

8.0 

8.8 

7.6 

7.6 

9.0 

8.9 

7.8 

7.5  i 

7.5 

9.3 

8.3 

7.2 

7.4 

8.7 

8.6 

7.6  ! 

7,2 

8.6 

8.6 

8.1 

7.1 

7.3 

8.6 

8.4  1 

7.5 

8.2 

8.0 

8.3 

7.9 

7.0 

7.1 

8.4  i 

8.2 

7.7 

7.7 

7.6 

7.9 

7.6 

6.8 

6.9 

8.0 

7.2 

7.3 

7.2 

7.2 

7.5 

7.2 

6.4 

6.5 

6.7 

6.7 

6.7 

6.8 

6.8 

7.1 

6.8 

6.1 

6.5 

6.2 

6.1 

6.2 

6.4 

6.4  : 

6.7 

6.4 

5.8 

5.8 

5.6 

5.6 

5.8 

5.9 

5.9 

6.3 

4.7 

5.1 

5.1 

5.0 

5.1 

5.3 

5.4 

5.5 

3.8 

4.0 

4.3 

4.4 

4.3 

4.5 

4.7 

4.8 

2.9 

3.0 

3.2 

3.5 

3.6 

3.6 

3.8 

4.0 

2.0 

2.1 

2.2 

2.4 

2.7 

2.8 

2.8 

3.0 

2.0 

2.1 

2.2 

2,4 

2.6 

2.9 

3.1 

3.2 

77,1 

76.6 

75.3 

76.4 

77.1 

78.4 

78.4 

78.2 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

!  100.0 

100.0 

7.7 

9.0 

8.7 

7.6 

7.3 

7.3 

7.5 

7.5 

7.8 

7.7 

8.9 

8.7 

7.7 

7.3 

7.4 

7.6 

8.7 

7.3 

7.3 

8.5 

8.4 

7.4 

7.1 

7.1 

9.3 

8.1 

7.0 

7.0 

8.2 

8.1 

7.2 

6.9 

8.9 

8.7 

7.8 

6.8 

6.8 

8.0 

7.9 

7.0 

8.6 

8.4 

8.3 

7.5 

6.6 

6.7 

7.8 

7.7 

7.9 

8.0 

7.9 

7.9 

7.2 

6.4 

6.4 

7.5 

7.3 

7.4 

7.5 

7.5 

7.6 

6.9 

6.1 

6.2 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

7,1 

7.2 

7.2 

6.6 

5,8 

6.3 

6.2 

6.3 

6.5 

6.7 

6.8 

6.9 

6.3 

5.5 

5.7 

6.7 

5.8 

6.1 

6.4 

6.4 

6.5 

4.5 

4.9 

5.2 

5,2 

5.4 

5.7 

5.9 

6.0 

3.7 

3.9 

4.3 

4.6 

4.7 

4.9 

5.2 

5.5 

3.0 

3.1 

3.3 

3.7 

4.0 

4.1 

4.3 

4,6 

2.1 

2,3 

2.4 

2,6 

3.0 

3.2 

3.3 

3.5 

2.2 

2.5 

2.7 

2.9 

3.2 

3.6 

3.9 

4.2 

77.6 

77.5 

76.5 

76.7 

78.4 

79.5 

79.5 

79.2 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  65  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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Table  VII  -FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (15,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NET  IMMIGRATION 
OF  1,000,000  PERSONS  DURING  EACH  5-YEAR  PERIOD  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES: 
1950  TO  1975— Continued 

(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0,1)  ^ 


POPULATION  (IN  thousands)  1 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

age,  and  srx 


NATIVE  WHITE 


5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years- 
15  to  19  years... 
20  to  24  years... 
25  to  29  years... 
30  to  34  years... 


40  to  44  years.  .. 
45  to  49  years..., 
50  to  54  years..., 
55  to  59  years.... 


65  to  69  years - 


14  years  and  over.. 


Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 


Under  5  years-. 


10  to  14  years.... 


20  to  24  years - 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years - 


45  to  49  years — . 

50  to  54  years... . 

55  to  59  years.-.. . 

60  to  64  years.- . 

65  to  69  years.- . 

70  to  74  years - 

75  years  and  over.. 


Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 


All  ages . 

Under  5  years.... 


Female,  all  ages.. 


5  to  9  years . 

10  to  14  years. - 
15  to  19  years... 
20  to  24  years... 
25  to  29  years... 


40  to  44  years.- . 


65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over.. 


years  ana  over . 

Median  age  (years) . 

Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 


1940* 

(Census) 

1945 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

106,796 

114,805 

122,440 

128,879 

134,933 

141,150 

147,752 

154.313 

9  221 

11,529 

11,800 

10,823 

10,743 

11,235 

12,029 

12,488 

9*307 

9,799 

12,064 

12,357 

11,339 

11,262 

11,783 

12,620 

10,299 

9,265 

9,764 

12,027 

12,326 

11,316 

11,243 

11,760 

10,799 

10,205 

9,223 

9,725 

11,987 

12,290 

11,288 

11,218 

10,131 

10,623 

10,137 

9,170 

9,677 

11,936 

12,243 

11,250 

9,480 

10,008 

10,536 

10,064 

9,113 

9,624 

11,878 

12,190 

8,497 

9,404 

9,911 

10,447 

9,988 

9,052 

9,568 

11,815 

7,468 

8,444 

9,281 

9,798 

10,341 

9,898 

8,980 

9,498 

6,673 

7,392 

8,290 

9,134 

9,660 

10,210 

9,784 

8,886 

6,029 

6,532 

7,201 

8,112 

8,969 

9,508 

10,065 

9,654 

5,115 

5,809 

6.274 

6,954 

7,874 

8,743 

9,295 

9,856 

4,108 

4,836 

5,459 

5,937 

6,633 

7,564 

8,440 

8,996 

3,348 

3,752 

4,390 

4,981 

5,457 

6,150 

7,072 

7,945 

2,687 

2,897 

3,258 

3,858 

4,430 

4,906 

5,572 

6,440 

1,798 

2,155 

2,326 

2,648 

3.168 

3,669 

4,087 

4,660 

1,835 

2,156 

2,525 

2,845 

3,226 

3,785 

4,425 

5,033 

80,077 

86,153 

90,663 

95,910 

103,017 

109,677 

114,926 

119,734 

26.9 

28.0 

28.9 

30.1 

31.1 

31.6 

31.8 

32.4 

107 , 422 

115,431 

123,082 

129,467 

135,517 

141,761 

148,406 

154,992 

9,847 

12,155 

12,442 

11,411 

11,327 

11,846 

12,683 

13,167 

53,438 

57,206 

60,946 

64,122 

67,149 

70,303 

73,694 

77,099 

4,697 

5,893 

6,035 

5,537 

5,499 

5,753 

6,162 

6,399 

4,734 

5,000 

6,174 

6,328 

5,810 

5,773 

6,043 

6,476 

5,232 

4,710 

4,979 

6,153 

6,310 

5,797 

5,762 

6,034 

5,434 

5,172 

4,683 

4,954 

6,127 

6,287 

5,779 

5,746 

5,015 

5,285 

5,134 

4,652 

4,927 

6,097 

6,260 

5,757 

4,698 

4,904 

5,234 

5,091 

4,619 

4,896 

6,063 

6,229 

4,230 

4,637 

4,848 

5.183 

5,047 

4,584 

4,863 

6,027 

3,724 

4,193 

4,566 

4,784 

5,122 

4,995 

4,542 

4,822 

3,338 

3,675 

4,102 

4,481 

4,705 

5,047 

4,928 

4,487 

3,026 

3,250 

3,561 

3,997 

4.384 

4,617 

4,962 

4,851 

2,568 

2,886 

3,094 

3,413 

3,856 

4,251 

4,493 

4,839 

2,054 

2,390 

2,674 

2,891 

3,222 

3,672 

4,073 

4,320 

1,659 

1,832 

2,121 

2,389 

2,608 

2,939 

3,385 

3,787 

1,314 

1,392 

1,547 

1,818 

2,079 

2,299 

2,616 

3,034 

873 

1,013 

1,079 

1,217 

1,448 

1,673 

1,865 

2,134 

840 

975 

1,115 

1,234 

1,387 

1,622 

1,895 

2,157 

39,846 

42,591 

44,701 

47,247 

50,805 

54,177 

56,868 

59,367 

26.7 

27.6 

28.3 

29.4 

30.3 

30.6 

30.8 

31.6 

53,770 

57,538 

61,287 

64,434 

67,459 

70,627 

74,043 

77,460 

5,029 

6,225 

6.375 

5,850 

5,809 

6.078 

6,510 

6,760 

53,358 

57,599 

61,494 

64,757 

67,784 

70,847 

74,058 

77,215 

4,524  ' 

5,636 

5,766 

5,286 

5,244 

5,481 

5,867 

6,089 

4,574  i 

4,799 

5,890 

6,029 

5,529 

5,489 

5,739 

6,145 

5,067 

4,555 

4,785 

5,875 

6,016 

5,520 

5,481 

5,732 

5,366  , 

5,032 

4,540 

4,771 

5,860 

6,003 

5,509 

5,472 

5,116  1 

5,339 

5,004 

4,518 

4,750 

5,839 

5,983 

5,493 

4,782  ■ 

5,105 

5,302 

4,974 

4,494 

4,729 

5,815 

5,961 

4,267  1 

4,768 

5,063 

5,264 

4,942 

4,469 

4,705 

5,788 

3,744 

4,251 

4,715 

5,014 

5,219 

4,904 

4,438 

4,675 

3,335 

3,716 

4,187 

4,653 

4,954 

5,164 

4,856 

4,399 

3,003 

3,282 

3,640 

4,115 

4,585 

4,891 

5,104 

4,803 

2,546 

2,922 

3,180 

3,541 

4,018 

4,492 

4,801 

5,017 

2,054 

2,447 

2,786 

3,046 

3,412 

3,893 

4,367 

4,677 

1,689 

1,919 

2,269 

2,592 

2,849 

3,211 

3,687 

4,157 

1,372 

1,505 

1,711 

2,040 

2,352 

2,607 

2,956 

3,406 

925 

1,141 

1,247 

1,431 

1,720 

1,995 

2,221 

2,526 

995 

1,181 

1,410 

1,611 

1,839 

2,163 

2,530 

2,876 

40,231 

43,562 

45,963 

48.662 

52,212 

55,500 

58,059 

60,368 

27.1 

28.4 

29.5 

30.9 

32.0 

32.6 

32.8 

33.2 

53,652 

57,893 

61,795  ! 

65,033 

68,058 

71,133 

74,365 

77,532 

4,818 

5,931 

6,067  ! 

5,561 

5.518 

5,767 

6,173 

6,407 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

8.6 

10.0 

9.6 

8.4 

8.0 

8.0 

8.1 

8.1 

8.7 

8.5 

9.9 

9.6 

8.4 

8.0 

8.0 

8.2 

9.6 

8.1 

8.0 

9.3 

9.1 

8.0 

7.6 

7.6 

10.1 

8.9 

7.5 

7.5 

8.9 

8.7 

7.6 

7,3 

9.5 

9.3 

8.3 

7.1 

7.2 

8.5 

8.3 

7.3 

8.9 

8.7 

8.6 

7.8 

6.8 

6.8 

8.0 

7.9 

8.0 

8.2 

8.1 

8.1 

7.4 

6.4 

6.5 

7.7 

7.0 

7.4 

7.6 

7.6 

7.7 

7.0 

6.1 

6.2 

6.2 

6.4 

6.8 

7.1 

7.2 

7.2 

6.6 

5.8 

5.6 

5.7 

5.9 

6.3 

6.6 

6.7 

6.8 

6.3 

4.8 

5.1 

5.1 

5.4 

5.8 

6.2 

6.3 

6.4 

3.8 

4.2 

4.5 

4.6 

4.9 

5.4 

5.7 

5.8 

3.1 

3.3 

3.6 

3.9 

4.0 

4.4 

4.8 

5.1 

2.5 

2.5 

2.7 

3.0 

3.3 

3.5 

3.8 

4.2 

1.7 

1.9 

1.9 

2.1 

2.3 

2.6 

2.8 

3.0 

1.7 

1.9 

2.1 

2.2 

2.4 

2.7 

3.0 

3.3 

75.0 

75.0 

74.0 

74.4 

76.3 

77.7 

77.8 

77.6 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

8.8 

10.3 

9.9 

8.6 

8.2 

8.2 

8.4 

8.3 

8.9 

8.7 

10.1 

9.9 

8.7 

8.2 

8.2 

8.4 

9.8 

8.2 

8.2 

9,6 

9.4 

8.2 

7.8 

7.8 

10.2 

9.0 

7.7 

7.7 

9.1 

8.9 

7.8 

7.6 

9.4 

9.2 

8.4 

7.3 

7.3 

8.7 

8.5 

7.5 

8.8 

8.6 

8.6 

7.9 

6.9 

7.0 

8.2 

8.1 

7.9 

8.1 

8.0 

8.1 

7.5 

6.5 

6.6 

7.8 

7.0 

7.3 

7.5 

7.5 

7.6 

7.1 

:  6.2 

6.3 

6.2 

6.4 

6.7 

7.0 

7.0 

7.2 

6.7 

5.8 

5.7 

5.7 

5.8 

6.2 

6.5 

6.6 

6.7 

6,3 

4.8 

5.0 

5.1 

5.3 

5.7 

6.0 

6.1 

6.3 

3.8 

«.2 

4.4 

4.5 

4.8 

5.2 

5.6 

6.6 

3.1 

3.2 

3.5 

3.7 

3.9 

i  4.2 

4.6 

4.9 

2.5 

2.4 

2.5 

2.8 

3.1 

!  3.3 

3.6 

3.9 

1.6 

1.8 

1.8 

1.9 

2.2 

2.4 

2.5 

2.8 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

2.1 

2.3 

2.6 

2.8 

74.6 

74.5 

73.3 

73.7 

75.7 

77.1 

77.2 

77.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

8.5 

9.8 

9.4 

8.2 

7.7 

7.7 

7.9 

7.9 

8.6 

8.3 

9.6 

9.3 

8.2 

7.7 

7.7 

8.0 

9.5 

7.9 

7.8 

9.1 

8.9 

7.8 

7.4 

7.4 

10.1 

8.7 

7.4 

7.4 

8.6 

8.5 

7.4 

7.1 

9.6 

9.3 

8.1 

7.0 

7.0 

8.2 

8.1 

7.1 

9.0 

8.9 

8.6 

7.7 

6,6 

6.7 

7.9 

7.7 

8.0 

8.3 

8.2 

8.1 

7.3 

6.3 

6.4 

7.5 

7.0 

7.4 

7.7 

7.7 

7.7 

6.9 

6.0 

6.1 

6.2 

6.5 

6.8 

7.2 

7.3 

7.3 

6.6 

5.7 

5.6 

5.7 

5.9 

6.4 

6.8 

6.9 

6.9 

6.2 

4.8 

5. 1 

5.2 

5.5 

5.9 

6.3 

6.5 

6.5 

3.8 

4.2 

4.5 

4.7 

5.0 

5.5 

5.9 

6.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.7 

4.0 

4.2 

4.5 

6.0 

5.4 

2,6 

2.6 

2.8 

3.2 

3.5 

3.7 

4.0 

4.4 

1.7 

2.0 

2,0 

2.2 

2.5 

2.8 

3.0 

3.3 

1.9 

2.0 

2.3 

2.5 

2.7 

3.1 

3.4 

3.7 

75.4 

75.6 

74.7 

75.1 

77.0 

78.3 

78.4 

78.2 

1  Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


2The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjusted 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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Table  MI.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  HIGH  FERTILITY  (15,000,000  BIRTHS  DURING  1945-50),  LOW  MORTALITY,  AND  NET  IMMIGRATION 
OF  1,000,000  PERSONS  DURING  EACH  5-YEAR  PERIOD  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES: 
1950  TO  1975 — Continued 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 
AGE,  AND  SEX 


(Percent  not  shown  where  less  than  0.1) 


POPULATION  (in  thousands)^ 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 


(Census) 


FOREIGN-BORN 

WHITE 


Total,  all  ages  11,419 


Under  5  years _ 

o  to  9  years . . 

10  to  14  years._,. 

15  to  19  years _ 

20  to  24  years _ 

25  to  29  years _ 

30  to  34  j’^ears- _ 

35  to  39  years _ 

40  to  44  years _ 

45  to  49  years...^ 

50  to  54  years _ 

55  to  59  years _ 

60  to  64  years _ 

65  to  69  years _ 

70  to  74  years _ 

75  years  and  over 


14  years  and  over..,.. 
Median  age  (years).. 


.Adjusted  for  census 
underenumeration 
of  children 


All  ages . . 

Under  5  years _ 


Male,  all  ages... 

Under  5  years _ 

5  to  9  years . . 

10  to  14  years _ 

1 5  to  19  years _ 

20  to  24  years _ 

25  to  29  years . 

30  to  34  years _ 

35  to  39  j’^ears . 


40  to  44  years... . 

45  to  49  years _ 

50  to  54  years . . 

55  to  59  years _ 

60  to  64  years . . 

65  to  69  years . . 

70  to  74  years _ 

75  years  and  over... 


14  years  and  over...., 
jMedian  age  (years).. 


Adjusted  for  census 
u  n  dc  renumeration 
of  children 


.Ml  ages . 

Under  5  years . . 


Female,  all  ages.... 

Under  5  years . . 

5  to  9  years . . 

10  to  14  years... . 

15  to  19  years.... . 

20  to  24  years.... . 

25  to  29  years . . 

30  to  34  years... . 

35  to  39  years . 


40  to  44  years _ 

45  to  49  years . 

50  to  54  years _ 

55  to  59  years . 

60  to  64  years _ 

65  to  69  years _ 

70  to  74  years _ 

75  years  and  over 


14  years  and  over.... 
Aledian  age  (years).. 


10,248 

9,905 

9,591 

9,311 

9,070 

6 

19 

19 

19 

19 

5,334 

5,124 

4,948  1 

4,805 

4,698 

2 

11 

11 

11 

11 

8 

30 

39 

39 

39 

15 

51 

73 

82 

82 

37 

92 

127 

149 

158 

98 

225 

279 

314 

336 

118 

244 

370 

423 

459 

205 

178 

303 

428 

482 

343 

207 

181 

305 

429 

521 

326 

194 

169 

291 

632 

499 

313 

186 

162 

764 

598 

*477 

302 

181 

807 

702 

555 

448 

.  287 

648 

I  707 

620 

496 

406 

472 

537 

596 

532 

432 

316 

I  356 

412 

465 

421 

347 

362 

399 

458 

524 

5,312 

i  5,044 

4,843 

4,694 

4,587 

54.6 

55.7 

56.0 

54.9 

47.0 

Adjusted  for  census  , 
undcrenumeration 
of  children 

All  ages .  5.408  4,915  4,780  4,642  4,505  4,372 

Under  o  years.. .  4  2  8  8  8  8 

NONWHITE 
(Same  as  in  table  VI) 

-Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are 
not  always  exactly  eQual  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 


100.0  100.0  I  100.0 


®The  figures  for  the  population  55  years  old  and  over  have  been  adjust' 
for  age  biases  in  the  nonwhite  population  as  enumerated. 
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106  FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Table  A.^PROJECTED  5-YEAR  SURVIVAL  RATES,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  USED  IN  COMPUTATION 
OF  FORECASTS  OF  POPULATION,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1945-50  TO  1970-75-Continued 

(Number  of  persons  surviving  to  the  end  of  a  5-year  period  out  of  1,000  persons  alive  at  the  beginning  of  the  period  or  born  during  the  period) 


COLOR,  NATIV¬ 
ITY,  SEX,  AND 

AGE  AT  _ 

BEGINNING 
OF  PERIOD  1945- 
1950 


HIGH  MORTALITY  ASSUMPTIONS 


MKDITTM  MORTALITY  ASSUMPTIONS 


1945-  3950- 

1950  1955 


1955-  1960- 

1960  1965 


LOW  MORTALITY  ASSUMPTIONS 


FOREIGN- 

BORN 

WHITE— 

Con. 


Under  5  years 
5  to  9  years.... 
10  to  14  years 
15  to  19  years 
20  to  24  year.s 
25  to  29  years 
30  to  34  years 
35  to  39  years 
40  to  44  years 


NONWHITE 


Births . . 

Under  5  years 
5  to  9  years.... 
10  to  14  years 
15  to  19  years 
20  to  24  years 
25  to  29  years 
30  to  34  years 
35  to  39  years 
40  to  44  years 

45  to  49  years 
50  to  54  years 
55  to  59  years 
60  to  64  years 
65  to  69  years 
70  to  74  years 
75  to  79  years 
80  to  84  years 
85  to  89  years 
90  to  94  years 


Births _ 

Under  5  years 
5  to  9  years.... 
10  to  14  years 
15  to  19  years 
20  to  24  years 
25  to  29  years 
30  to  34  years 
35  to  39  years 
40  to  44  years 

45  to  49  years 
50  to  54  years 
55  to  59  years 
60  to  64  years 
65  to  69  years 
70  to  74  years 
75  to  79  years 
80  to  84  years 
85  to  89  years 
90  to  94  years 
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Table  B.— PROJECTED  5-YEAR  BIRTH  RATES,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AND  AGE  OF  MOTHER,  USED  IN  COMPUTATION 
OF  FORECASTS  OF  POPULATION,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1950-55  TO  1970-75 

(Births  in  a  5-ye.ar  period  per  1,000  women  alive  at  the  end  of  the  period.  The  '‘total**  lines  indicate  the  number  of  births  per  1,000 
women  li\dng  to  age  50  on  the  assumption  that  the  women  dying  before  age  50  have  the  same  birth  rate  at  each  age  of  life  as  the 
women  living  to  age  50) 


LOW  FERTILITY  ASSUMPTIONS 

MEDIUM  FERTILITY  ASSUMPTIONS 

HIGH  FERTILITY  ASSUMPTIONS 

AGE  OF  WOMAN 

* 

AT  END  OF  PERIOD 

1950-55 

1955-60 

1960-65 

1965-70 

1970-75 

1950-55 

1955-60 

1960-65 

1965-70 

1970-75 

1950-55 

1955-60 

1960-65 

1965-70 

1970-75 

NATIVE  WHITE 

Total,  15  to  49 

years . 

1,918.9 

1,829.1 

1,746.4 

1,669.5 

1,625.9 

2,121.7 

2,073.5 

2,033.2 

2,000.6 

1,970.9 

2,334.0 

2,334,0 

2,334.0 

2,334.0 

2,334.0 

1 5  to  19  ycars._ . 

59.6 

57.4 

55.3 

53.2 

52.6 

66.1 

65.2 

64.3 

63.3 

63.2 

73.1 

73.6 

74.0 

74.3 

74.7 

20  to  24  years . 

437.8 

430.6 

423.4 

416.4 

414.1 

481.7 

481.0 

480.4 

479.9 

479.5 

523.8 

532.5 

541.4 

547.3 

553*  2 

25  to  29  years . . 

615.0 

607.3 

599.7 

592.3 

589.8 

661.1 

659.5 

658.1 

656.9 

655.9 

709.0 

715.3 

721.5 

725.7 

729.9 

30  to  34  years.™ . 

423.5 

394.5 

367.4 

342.2 

334.2 

481.6 

466.9 

457.2 

448.6 

441.1 

544.6 

544.9 

545. 2 

545.5 

545.7 

35  to  39  years . . . 

240.6 

215.4 

192.8 

171.6 

153.6 

276.9 

261.5 

247.6 

236.5 

225.0 

316.3 

311.6 

307.0 

302.3 

297.6 

40  to  44  years...„ . 

114.4 

99.0 

86.6 

75.4 

65.6 

124.8 

113.2 

102.5 

94.5 

87.2 

136.1 

128.0 

119.8 

115.2 

110.6 

45  to  49  years . 

28.0 

24.4 

21.2 

18.4 

16.0 

29.5 

26.2 

23.1 

20.9 

19.0 

31.1 

28.1 

25.1 

23.7 

22.3 

FOREIGN-BORN 

WHITE 

Total,  IS  to  49 

years . 

2,035.0 

1,931.6 

1,835.6 

1,746.4 

1,694.2 

2,229.9 

2,171.0 

2,122.7 

2,082.6 

2,045.8 

2,417.3 

2,408.3 

2,399.6 

2,394.2 

2,388.5 

15  to  19  years. . . 

54.6 

52.9 

51.4 

49.7 

49,5 

59.3 

58.8 

58.4 

57.9 

57.9 

65.0 

66.2 

67.5 

68.3 

69.2 

20  to  24  years . 

456.0 

447.8 

438.4 

429.6 

425.7 

492.7 

491.0 

489.3 

488.3 

487.2 

523.8 

532.6 

541.4 

547.3 

553.1 

25  to  29  years.-  . . 

666.4 

653.4 

640.7 

628.8 

622.3 

708.6 

702.9 

698.6 

693.9 

690.1 

746.8 

749.6 

752.4 

754.3 

756.1 

30  to  34  years _ _ 

474.6 

437.8 

404.2 

372,8 

361.3 

536.9 

516.3 

502.2 

489.5 

478.2 

600.4 

596.3 

592.2 

588.2 

584.1 

35  to  39  years . . 

247.7 

221.2 

197.5 

175.2 

156.5 

285.4 

268.8 

253.9 

242.0 

230.0 

325.1 

319.1 

313.1 

307.1 

301.0 

40  to  44  years.™ . 

109.9 

95.8 

83.6 

73.0 

63.8 

119.8 

108.9 

98.8 

91.4 

84.5 

128.3 

119.6 

111.0 

108.0 

105.0 

45  to  49  yeara . . 

25.8 

22.7 

19.8 

17.3 

15.1 

27.2 

24.3 

21.5 

19.6 

17.9 

27.9 

24.9 

22.0 

21.0 

20.0 

NONWHITE 

• 

Total,  IS  to  49 

years.- . 

2,399.6 

2,251.1 

2,114.6 

1,988.7 

1,904.6 

2,669.1 

2,573.2 

2,490.6 

2,416.7 

2,349.3 

2,949.3 

2,918.6 

2,888.0 

2,857.1 

2,826.4 

15  to  19  years — . 

210.2 

190.4 

171.9 

154.5 

142.2 

238.2 

223.5 

209.5 

195.5 

184.6 

268.5 

260.1 

251.4 

242.3 

233.5 

20  to  24  years.™ . 

705.7 

670,8 

637,3 

605.4 

581.4 

786.4 

763.8 

742.2 

721.2 

701.0. 

864.2 

860.0 

855.7 

846.5 

837.1 

25  to  29  years.- . 

:  663.1 

648.6 

634.8 

621.8 

614.7 

716.3 

708.9 

703.4 

697.6 

692,4 

770.2 

772.8 

775.4 

776.0 

776,7 

30  to  34  years.- . 

408.3 

380.0 

353.8 

329.7 

322.5 

464.9 

450.5 

441.6 

433.8 

426.8 

526.0 

526.4 

526.9 

527.6 

528.3 

35  to  39  years . . 

235.5 

210.4 

188.0 

167.2 

149.7 

270.9 

255.4 

241.9 

231.1 

219.9 

310.3 

305.6 

301.0 

296.4 

291.7 

40  to  44  years .  .. 

138.0 

117.9 

100.9 

86.5 

74.1 

151.2 

135.2 

121,0 

110.0 

100.2 

166.2 

154.7 

143.3 

136.4 

129.6 

45  to  49  years.- . 

38.8 

33.0 

27.9 

23.6 

20.0 

41.2 

35.9 

31.0 

27.5 

24.4 

43.9 

39.0 

34.3 

31.9 

29.5 
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Table  C.— ADDITIONS  BY  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  MADE  IN  FORECASTS  OF  THE  WHITE  POPULATION  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  TO  ALLOW  FOR  NET  IMMIGRATION  OF  500,000  WHITE  PERSONS  DURING  EACH  5- YEAR 
PERIOD  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS  OF  MEDIUM  FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY: 
1950  TO  1975 

(Figures  in  thousands.  Published  totals  w'ere  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are  not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum 
of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  nativity,  age,  and  sox.  It  is  assumed  that  there  are  no  births  or  deaths  among  immigrants  in  the 
5-year  period  in  which  they  enter.  A  minus  sign  ( — )  denotes  loss  resulting  from  net  emigration) 


NATIVriY  AND  AGH 

*  TOTAL. 

MALE 

FEMAI.E 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

19.50 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1970 

1975 

TOTAL  WHITE 

All  ages* . 

500 

1,076 

1,709 

2,374 

3,053 

3,745 

275 

590 

935 

1,298 

1,669 

2,048 

225 

486 

774 

1,076 

1,384 

1,697 

Under  5  years* .  .  . 

10 

92 

157 

199 

223 

252 

6 

48 

81 

103 

115 

130 

4 

44 

76 

96 

108 

122 

5  to  9  years . . 

23 

32 

114 

179 

220 

245 

14 

20 

62 

95 

116 

129 

9 

13 

53 

84 

104 

116 

10  to  14  years— . 

35 

58 

68 

150 

214 

255 

21 

35 

41 

83 

116 

137 

14 

23 

27 

67 

98 

118 

15  to  19  years . 

64 

100 

122 

132 

213 

278 

38 

59 

73 

79 

120 

153 

26 

40 

49 

53 

93 

124 

20  to  24  years . . 

149 

212 

248 

270 

280 

361 

94 

132 

153 

167 

172 

214 

55 

80 

94 

103 

107 

147 

25  to  29  j^ears . 

119 

267 

330 

365 

388 

397 

73 

166 

204 

225 

239 

244 

46 

100 

126 

140 

149 

15.3 

30  to  34  years . 

56 

174 

320 

383 

418 

440 

31 

104 

196 

233 

254 

268 

25 

70 

124 

150 

164 

173 

35  to  39  years . . . 

17 

72 

189 

334 

397 

431 

3 

33 

105 

196 

233 

254 

15 

39 

84 

138 

163 

177 

40  to  44  years . 

5 

22 

76 

191 

334 

396 

—5 

—2 

28 

98 

■  188 

225 

10 

24 

48 

93 

146 

171 

45  to  49  years . . 

5 

10 

27 

80 

193 

333 

_ 2 

—6 

26 

94 

182 

7 

16 

30 

54 

98 

1.50 

50  to  54  years . 

6 

11 

16 

32 

S3 

192 

1 

— 5 

—3 

25 

91 

5 

12 

21 

35 

58 

101 

55  to  59  years . . . . . 

4 

10 

15 

20 

35 

83 

1 

— i 

— 2 

24 

4 

9 

15 

24 

37 

,59 

60  to  64  years . 

3 

7 

12 

16 

21 

35 

1 

1 

— 4 

— 2 

3 

fi 

11 

16 

24 

37 

65  to  69  years . 

2 

4 

7 

12 

16 

20 

1 

— 3 

2 

4 

7 

11 

16 

23 

70  to  74  years . 

1 

2 

4 

7 

10 

13 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

9 

13 

75  years  and  over . 

1 

2 

4 

6 

9 

12 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

8 

12 

NATIVE  WHITE 

All  ages* . 

83 

230 

417 

630 

870 

42 

118 

214 

323 

446 

40 

112 

203 

307 

424 

Under  5  years* . 

83 

147 

189 

214 

243 

42 

76 

97 

110 

125 

40 

72 

92 

104 

118 

5  to  9  years..  . . . . 

82 

•147 

188 

213 

42 

75 

96 

109 

40 

71 

92 

104 

10  to  14  years . . . 

82 

146 

188 

42 

75 

96 

40 

71 

91 

15  to  19  years. . 

82 

146 

42 

75 

40 

71 

20  to  24  years.  . 

81 

42 

40 

25  to  29  years.. . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . 

40  to  44  years . 

45  to  49  years . . . 

50  to  54  years . 

.  1 

55  to  59  years . . . 

60  to  64  years . 

65  to  69  years . 

70  to  74  years . 

75  years  and  over . 

FOREIGN-BORN  WHITE 

All  ages* . 

500 

993 

1,479 

1,956 

2,423 

2,875 

275 

547 

817 

1,084 

1,346 

1,602 

225 

446 

662 

873 

1,077 

1,273 

Under  5  years* . . . 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10  i 

6 

6 

6 

6 

fi 

6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5  to  9  years . . 

23 

32 

32 

32 

32 

32 

14 

20 

2d 

20 

20 

20 

9 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

10  to  14  years . 

35 

58 

68 

68 

68 

68 

21 

35 

41 

41 

41 

41 

14 

23 

27 

27 

27 

27 

15  to  19  years  , .  . .  . . .. 

64 

100 

122 

132 

132 

132 

38 

59 

73 

79 

79 

79 

26 

40 

49 

53 

53 

53 

20  to  24  years 

149 

212 

248 

270 

280 

280 

94 

132 

153 

167 

172 

172 

55 

80 

94 

103 

107 

107 

25  to  29  years..  _  . . . 

119 

267 

330 

365 

388 

397 

73 

166 

204 

225 

239 

244 

46 

100 

126 

140 

149 

153 

30  to  34  years..... . 

56 

174 

320 

383 

418 

440 

31 

104 

196 

233 

254 

268 

25 

70 

124 

150 

164 

173 

35  to  39  years . 

17 

72 

189 

334 

397 

431 

3 

33 

105 

196 

233 

254 

15 

39 

84 

138 

163 

177 

40  to  44  years . 

5 

22 

76 

191 

334 

396 

— 5 

_ 2 

28 

98 

188 

225 

10 

24 

48 

93 

146 

171 

45  to  49  years . 

5 

10 

27 

80 

193 

333 

_ 2 

—6 

26 

94 

182 

7 

16 

30 

54 

98 

150 

50  to  64  years. . . . 

6 

11 

16 

32 

83 

192 

1 

— 1 

— 5 

_ 3 

25 

91 

5 

12 

21 

35 

58 

101 

55  to  59  years . 

4 

10 

15 

20 

35 

83 

1 

— i 

— 2 

24 

4 

9 

15 

24 

37 

50 

60  to  64  years . 

3 

7 

12 

16 

21 

35 

1 

1 

— 4 

— 2 

3 

6 

11 

16 

24 

37 

65  to  69  years . 

2 

4 

7 

12 

16 

20  : 

1 

—3 

2 

4 

7 

11 

16 

23 

70  to  74  years . . 

1 

2 

4 

7 

10 

13 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

9 

13 

7.5  years  and  over . 

1 

2 

4 

6 

9 

12 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

8 

12 

i . 1 . 

^Based  on  population  forecasts  adjusted  for  census  underenumeration  of  children.  The  figure  for  all  classes  in  1975,  based  on  population  forecasts  com¬ 
parable  with  census  figures  for  1940  and  earlier  years,  is  3,732,000. 


APPENDIX  TABLES 


109 


Table  D.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  MEDIUM  FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1980  TO  2000 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

AGE,  AND  SEX 

POPULATION^ 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTIO-N 

1980 

1985 

1990 

1995 

2000 

1980 

1985 

1990 

1995 

2000 

ALL  CLASSES 

Total,  all  ages . . . . 

163,877,000 

164,532,000 

164,585,000 

164,177,000 

163,312,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

10,574,000 

10,219,000 

10,086,000 

10,018,00^ 

9,847,000 

6.5 

6.2 

6.1 

6.1 

6.0 

5  to  9  years . . . . . . . 

11,714,000 

11,226,000 

10,856,000 

10,717,000 

10,645,000 

7.1 

6.8 

6.6 

6.5 

6.5 

10  to  14  years . ^ 

11,896,000 

11,693,000 

11,208,000 

10,839,000 

10,702,000 

7.3 

7.1 

6.8 

6.6 

6.6 

15  to  19  years . . . 

11,573,000 

11,861,000 

11,661,000 

11,178,000 

10,812.000 

7.1 

7.2 

7.1 

6.8 

6.6 

20  to  24  years . . . 

11,241,000 

11,519,000 

11,808,000 

11,610,000 

11,129,000 

6.9 

7.0 

7.2 

7.1 

6.8 

25  to  29  years.- . . . 

11,559,000 

11,174,000 

11,453.000 

11,741,000 

11,546,000 

7.1 

6.8 

7.0 

7  2 

7.1 

30  to  34  years . 

12,507,000 

11,476,000 

11,096,000 

11,374,000 

11,663,000 

7.6 

•7.0 

6.7 

6.9 

.  7.1 

35  to  39  years . . . 

13,362,000 

12,384,000 

11,367,000 

10,993,000 

11,271,000 

8.2 

7.5 

6.9 

6.7 

6.9 

40  to  44  years . . . 

10,720,000 

13,179,000 

12,221,000 

11,221,000 

10,853,000 

6.5 

8.0 

7.4 

6.8 

6.6 

45  to  49  years . 

9,865,000 

10,513,000 

12,930,000 

11,992,000 

11,011,000 

6.0 

6.4 

7.9 

7.3 

6.7 

50  to  54  years . 

10,458,000 

9,553,000 

10,182,000 

12,527,000 

11,620,000 

6.4- 

5.8 

6.2 

7.6 

7.1 

55  to  59  years . 

10,366,000 

9,909,000 

9,052,000 

9,647,000 

11,874,000 

6.3 

6.0 

5.5 

6.9 

7.3 

60  to  64  years . 

8,977,000 

9,486,000 

9,069,000 

8,285,000 

8,831,000 

5.5 

5.8 

5.5 

5.0 

5,4 

65  to  69  years . . 

7,443,000 

7,759,000 

8,198,000 

7,835,000 

7,158,000 

4.5 

4.7 

5.0 

4.8 

4.4 

70  to  74  years . . . 

5,424,000 

5,881,000 

6,136,000 

6,481,000 

6,189,000 

3.3 

3.6 

3.7 

3.9 

3.8 

75  years  and  over . 

6,198,000 

6,697,000 

7,263,000 

7,719,000 

8,161,000 

3.8 

4.1 

4.4 

4.7 

5.0 

14  years  and  over . 

132,056,000 

133,758,000 

134,716,000 

134,792,000 

134,263,000 

80.6 

81.3 

81.9 

82.1 

82.2 

35  3 

36.2 

36.8 

37.1 

37.4 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration  of  children 

164  593  000 

165,229,000 

165,276,000 

164,863,000 

163,987,000 

11  291,000 

10i917,000 

10 1777, 000 

10 i 705,000 

10,522,000 

Male,  all  ages . - . 

81,293,000 

81,718,000 

81,861,000 

81,784,000 

81,470,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . 

5,401,000 

5,219,000 

5,152,000 

5,117,000 

5,030,000 

6.6 

6.4 

6.3 

6.3 

6.2 

5  to  9  ye^rs.  - . 

5,995,000 

5,746,000 

5 , 556 , 000 

5,485,000 

5,449,000 

7.4 

7.0 

6.8 

6.7 

6.7 

10  to  14  years . 

6,084,000 

5,983,000 

5,735,000 

5,547,000 

5,477,000 

7.5 

7.3 

7.0 

6.8 

6.7 

15  to  19  years . 

5,904,000 

6,064,000 

5,963,000 

5,717,000 

5,530,000 

7.3 

7.4 

7,3 

7.0 

6.8 

20  to  24  years..._ . 

5,739,000 

5,874,000 

6,034,000 

5,935,000 

5,690,000 

7.1 

7.2 

7.4 

7.3 

7.0 

25  to  29  years..-- . . . 

5,895,000 

5,701,000 

5,836,000 

5,996,000 

5,898,000 

7.3 

7.0 

7.1 

7.3  ; 

7.2 

30  to  34  years . 

6,366,000 

5,847,000 

5,657,000 

5,791,000 

5,951,000 

7.8 

7.2 

6.9 

7.1  1 

7.3 

35  to  39  years.- . . . 

6,789,000 

6,296,000 

5,785,000 

5,598,000 

5,732.000 

8.4 

7.7 

7.1 

6.8 

7,0 

40  to  44  year8...1 . . . . 

5,417,000 

6,684,000 

6,202,000 

5,701,000 

5,518,000 

6.7 

8.2 

7.6 

7.0 

6.8 

45  to  49  years . 

4,948,000 

5,298,000 

6,538,000 

6,068,000 

5,579,000 

6.1 

6.5 

8.0 

7.4 

6.8 

50  to  54  years..  - . 

5,206,000 

4,765,000 

5,102,000 

6,301,000 

5,850,000 

6.4 

5.8 

6.2 

7.7 

7.2 

55  to  59  years.— . . . 

5,010,000 

4,886,000 

4,472,000 

4,789,000 

6,917,000 

6.2 

6.0 

5.5 

5.9 

7.3 

60  to  64  years . 

4,185,000 

4,509,000 

4,400,000 

4,030,000 

4,316,000 

5.1 

5.5 

5.4 

4.9 

5.3 

65  to  69  years..— . 

3,397,000 

3,530,000  ; 

3,805,000 

3,714,000 

3,401,000 

4.2 

4.3 

4.6 

4.5 

4.2 

70  to  74  years . 

2,407,000 

2,588,000  i 

2,691,000 

2,901,000 

2,831,000 

3.0 

3.2 

3.3 

3.5 

3.5 

75  years  and  over . 

2,550,000 

2,730,000  i 

2,932,000 

3,094,000 

3.301,000 

3.1 

3.3 

3.6 

3.8 

4.1 

14  years  and  over . . 

65,021,000 

65,980,000 

66,585,000 

66,755,000 

66,612,000 

80.0 

80.7 

81.3 

81.6 

81.8 

34.4 

35.3 

35.9 

36.2 

36.5 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration  of  children 

• 

All 

81,674,000 

82,088,000 

82,228,000 

82,148,000 

81,829,000 

5 [ 781 ’ 000 

5,590,000 

5,518,000 

5,482,000 

5,389,000 

. 

Female,  all  ages . . . . 

82,583,000 

82,814,000 

82,724,000 

82,393,000 

81.841,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . . . 

5,174,000 

5,000,000 

4,934,000 

4,901,000 

4,816,000 

6.3 

*  6.0 

6.0 

5.9 

5.9 

5  to  9  years.- . . . . . 

5,720,000 

5,481,000 

5,300,000 

5,231,000 

5,196,000 

6.9 

6.6 

6.4 

6.3 

6.3 

10  to  14  years..— . 

5,811,000 

5,711,000 

5,473,000 

5,293,000 

5.225,000 

7.0 

6.9 

6.6 

6.4 

6.4 

15  to  19  years . 

5,669,000 

5,798,000 

5,698,000 

5,461,000 

5,281,000 

6.9 

7.0 

6.9 

6.6 

6.5 

20  to  24  years...- . 

5,501,000 

5,645,000 

5,774,000 

5,675,000 

5,439,000 

6.7 

6.8 

7.0 

6.9 

6.6 

25  to  29  years . 

5,665,000 

5,473,000 

5,617,000 

5,745,000 

5,648,000 

6.9 

6.6 

6.8 

7.0 

6.9 

30  to  34  years . . : . . 

6,141,000 

5,629,000 

5,440,000 

5,583,000 

5,712,000 

7.4 

6.8 

6.6 

6.8 

7.0 

35  to  39  years . . . 

6,573,000 

6,088,000 

5,582,000 

5,395,000 

5,538,000 

8.0 

7.4 

6.7 

6.5 

6.8 

40  to  44  years..— . 

5,303.000 

6,495,000 

6,018,000 

5,520,000 

5,335,000 

6.4 

7.8 

7.3 

6.7 

6.5 

45  to  49  years . 

4,917,000 

5,216,000 

6,392,000 

5,923,000 

5,433,000 

6.0 

6.3 

7.7 

7.2 

6.6 

50  to  54  years . . . 

5,252,000 

4,788,000 

5,080,000 

6,226,000 

5,770,000 

6.4 

5.8 

6.1 

7.6 

7.1 

55  to  59  years...- . 

5,356,000 

5,023,000 

4,579,000 

4,858,000 

5,957,000 

6.5 

6.1 

5.5 

5.9 

7.3 

60  to  64  years— . 

4,791,000 

4,977,000 

4,668,000 

4,256,000 

4,515,000 

5.8 

6.0 

5.6 

5.2 

5. 5 

65  to  69  years.— . . . 

4,046,000 

4,229,000 

4,393,000 

4,121,000 

3,756,000 

4.9 

5.1 

5.3 

5.0 

4.6 

70  to  74  years . . . . 

3,017,000 

3,294,000 

3,445,000 

3,580,000 

3,358,000 

3.7 

4.0 

4.2 

4.3 

4.1 

75  years  and  over . 

3,648,000 

3,968,000 

4,331,000 

4,625,000 

4,861,000 

4.4 

4.8 

5.2 

5.6 

5.9 

14  years  and  over . 

67,035,000 

67,777,000 

68,131,000 

68,038,000 

67,652,000 

81.2 

81.8 

82.4 

82.6 

82.7 

36.2 

37.2 

37.8 

38.1 

38.3 

i.vl Cell  - - 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration  of  children 

A11  o  rvoc 

82,920,000 

83,141,000 

83,048,000 

82,715,000 

82,158,000 

5,510,000 

5,327,000 

5,259,000 

5,223,000 

5,133,000 

\J  Ilvlt?!.  — ....................................................... — 

'Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed «totals  and  hence  are  mot  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex.  . 
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Table  D,— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  MEDIUM  FERTILITY  AND  MORTAIJTY  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1, 1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1980  TO  2000— Continued 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

AGE,  AND  SEX 

POPULATION* 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

1980 

1983 

1990 

1995 

2000 

1980 

1985 

1990 

1995 

2000 

NATIVE  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages . 

111,826,000 

142,475,000 

142,396,000 

141,769,000 

140,655.000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years 

0,030,000 

8,675,000 

8,535,000 

8,472,000 

8,324,000 

6.4 

6.1 

6.0 

6.0 

5.9 

5  to  9  vears.  _ 

9,929,000 

9,470,000 

9,099,000 

8,952,000 

8,886,000 

7.0 

6.6 

6.4 

6.3 

6.3 

10  to  14  years . . 

10,092,000 

9,912,000 

9,455,000 

9,086,000 

8,940,000 

7.1 

7.0 

6.6 

6.4 

6.4 

15  to  19  years . . 

9,821,000 

10,067,000 

9,888,000 

9,433,000 

9,065,000 

6.9 

7.1 

6.9 

6.7 

6.4 

20  to  24  years._ . 

9,601,000 

9,782,000 

10,029,000 

9,851,000 

9,397,000 

6.8 

6.9 

7.0 

6.9 

6.7 

25  to  29  years . 

9,985,000 

9,555,000 

9,736,000 

9.981,000 

9,806,000 

7.0 

6.7 

6.8 

7.0 

7.0 

30  to  34  yeans . . . . 

10,875,000 

9,925,000 

9,500,000 

9,680,000 

9,925,000 

7.7 

7.0 

6.7 

6.8 

7.1 

35  to.39  years . -r. . 

11,677,000 

10,785,000 

9,845,000 

9,424,000 

9,604,000 

8.2 

7.6 

6.9 

6.6 

6.8 

40  to  44  years. ... 

9,346,000 

11,539,000 

10,661,000 

9,734,000 

9,319,000 

6.6 

8.1 

7.5 

6.9 

6.6 

45  to  49  years .  ... 

8,690,000 

9,188,000 

11,346,000 

10,484,000 

9,572,000 

6.1 

6.4 

8.0 

7.4 

6.8 

50  to  54  years... 

9,304,000 

8,444,000 

8,930,000 

11,027,000 

10,189,000 

6.6 

5.9 

6.3 

7.8 

7.2 

55  to  59  years . .  . 

9,235,000 

8,854,000 

8,036,000 

8,498,000 

10,494,000 

6.5 

6.2 

5.6 

6.0 

7.5 

60  to  64  years.__ . 

8,022,000 

8,491,000 

8,141,000 

7,391,000 

7,816,000 

5.7 

6.0 

5.7 

5.2 

5.6 

65  to  69  years . . 

6,564,000 

6,970,000 

7,377,000 

7,069,000 

6,418,000 

4.6 

4.9 

5.2 

6.0 

4.6 

70  to  74  years.- . 

4,686,000 

5,215,000 

5,548,000 

5,868,000 

5,620,000 

3.3 

3.7 

3.9 

4.1 

4.0 

75  years  and  over. ..  . 

4,979,000 

5,602,000 

6,272,000 

6,818,000 

7,278,000 

3.5 

3.9 

4.4 

4.8 

5.2 

14  years  and  over  . 

114,780,000 

116,425,000 

117,235,000 

117,099,000 

116,299,000 

80.9 

81.7 

82.3 

82.6 

82.7 

^Median  aiie  (vears) 

35.7 

36.8 

37.5 

37.9 

38.1 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration  of  children 

All  ajres . 

142,316,000 

142,947,000 

142,860,000  i 

142,229,000 

141,107,000 

Under  5  years.-. 

9 i 520^000 

oiueiooo 

8,999,000  : 

8 1933^000 

8  >761 000 

Male,  all  aacs . 

70,498,000 

70,882,000 

i 

70,919,000  i 

70,696,000 

70,231,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  vears.—. 

4,626,000 

4,445,000 

4,374,000  ■ 

4,342,000 

4,266,000 

6.6 

6.3 

6.2 

6.1 

6.1 

5  to  9  years _ 

5,094,000 

4,859,000 

4,669,000 

4,594,000 

4,561,000 

7.2 

6.9 

6.6 

6.5 

6.5 

10  to  14  years.  .  .. 

5,175,000 

5,084,000 

4,851,000 

4,662,000 

4,588,000 

7.3 

7.2 

6.8 

6.6 

6.5 

15  to  19  vears.  __  . 

5,021,000 

5,159,000 

5,069,000 

4,837,000 

4,649,000 

7.1 

7.3 

7.1 

6.8 

6.6 

20  to  24  years _  . 

•  4,914,000 

4,999,000 

5,137,000 

5,048,000 

4,816,000 

7.0 

7.1 

7,2 

7.1 

6.9 

25  to  29  vears . 

5, 104,000 

4,887,000 

4,972,000 

5,110,000 

5,021,000 

7.2 

6.9 

7.0 

7.2 

7.1 

30  to  34  .years _ .... 

5,549,000 

5,069,000 

4,854,000 

4,939,000 

5,077,000 

7.9 

7.2 

6.8 

i  7.0 

7.2 

35  to  39  yearsu  .  .. 

5,945,000 

5,496,000 

5,022,000 

4,811,000 

4,895,000 

8.4 

7.8 

7.1 

1  6.8 

7.0 

40  to  44  vears.  _  _  .. 

4,732,000 

5,864,000 

5,423,000 

4,957,000 

4,749,000 

6.7 

8.3 

7.6 

!  7.0 

6.8 

45  to  49  vears . .  .  . 

4,368,000 

4,637,000 

5,748,000 

5,317,000 

4,860,000 

6.2 

6.5 

8.1 

7.5 

6.9 

50  to  54  years _ 

4,639,000 

4,221,000 

4,482,000 

5,556,000 

5,140,000 

6.6 

6.0 

6.3 

7.9 

7.3 

55  to  69  vearsL .. 

4,470,000 

4,370,000 

3,977,000 

4,223,000 

5,235,000 

6.3 

6.2 

5.6 

6.0 

7.5 

60  to  64  vears 

3,752,000 

4,038,000 

3,950,000 

3,596,000 

3,819,000 

5.3 

5.7 

5.6 

5.1 

5.4 

65  to  69  years.  _  . 

3,003,000 

3,177,000 

3,420,000 

3,346,000 

3,046,000 

4.3 

4.5 

4.8 

4.7 

4.3 

70  to  74  years . . . 

2,078,000 

2,298,000 

2,432,000 

2,617,000 

2,561,000 

2.9 

3.2 

3.4 

3.7 

3.6 

75  years  and  over  . 

2,029,000 

2,279,000 

2,639,000 

2,742,000 

2,949,000 

2.9 

3.2 

3.6 

3.9 

4.2 

14  years  and  over . 

56,629,000 

57,523,000 

58,014,000 

58,042,000 

57,736,000 

80.3 

81.2 

81.8 

!  82.1 

82.2 

Median  aae  (yearsl  , 

34.8 

35.9 

36.5 

36.9 

37.2 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration  of  children 

All  aees  .  _ 

70,759,000 

71,133,000 

71,165,000 

70,941,000 

70,471,000 

Under  5  years . 

4,887,000 

4,696,000 

4,620,000 

4,587,000 

4,507,000 

Female,  all  ages  . 

71,327,000 

71,593,000 

71,477,000 

71,073,000 

70,424,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  vears _ 

4,403,000 

4,230,000 

4,161,000 

4,130,000 

4,058,000 

i  6.2 

5.9 

5.8 

5.8 

5.8 

5  to  9  vears  . 

4,835,000 

4,610,000 

4,429,000 

4,357,000 

4,325,000 

6.8 

6.4 

6.2 

6.1 

6.1 

10  to  14  years.  _ _  _.  _ , _ 

4,917,000 

4,828,000 

4,604,000 

4,424,000 

4,352,000 

6.9 

6.7 

6.4 

6.2 

6.2 

15  to  19  vears.  ... 

4,799,000 

4,908,000 

4,819,000 

4,696,000 

4,416,000 

6.7 

6.9 

6.7 

6.5 

6.3 

20  to  24  years.- . ^ . 

4,687,000 

4,783,000 

4,891,000 

4,803,000 

4,581,000 

6.6 

6.7 

6.8 

6-8 

6-5 

25  to  29  vears.. . . 

4,881,000 

4,668,000 

4,764,000 

4,872,000 

4,785,000 

6.8 

6.5 

6.7 

6.9 

6.8 

30  to  34  vears. _ 

5,327,000 

4,856,000 

4,645,000 

4,741,000 

4,848,000 

7.5 

6.8 

6.5 

6.7 

6.9 

35  to  39  years. . . 

5,732.000 

5,289,000 

4,823,000 

4,614,000 

4,709,000 

8.0 

7.4 

6.7 

6.5 

6.7 

40  to  44  years  . .  .  . 

4,614,000 

5,675,000 

5.238,000 

4,778,000 

4,570,000 

6.5 

7.9 

7.3 

6.7 

6.5 

45  to  49  years  .  . 

4,322,000  i 

4,551,000 

5,598,000 

5,167,000 

4,713,000 

6.1 

6.4 

7.8 

7.3 

6,7 

50  to  54  vears 

4,665,000  i 

4,224,000 

4,448,000 

6,471,000 

5,050,000 

6.5 

5.9 

6.2 

7.7 

7.2 

55  to  59  years.— . 

4,766,000 

4,484,000 

4,060,000 

4,276,000 

5,260,000 

6.7 

6.3 

5.7 

6.0 

7.5 

60  to  64  years 

4,270,000 

4,454,000 

4,191,000 

3,796,000 

3,998,000 

6.0 

6.2 

5.9 

5.3 

5.7 

65  to  69  years  . 

3,551,000 

3,793,000 

3,956,000 

3,724,000 

3,372,000 

5.0 

5.3 

5.5 

5.2 

4.8 

70  to  74  vears.  _ _  . 

2,608,000 

2,917,000 

3,116,000 

3,250,000 

3,059,000 

3.7 

4.1 

4.4 

4.6 

4.3 

75  years  and  over . 

2,950,000 

3,323,000 

3,732,000 

4,076,000 

4,329,000 

4.1 

4.6 

5.2 

5.7 

6.1 

14  years  and  over .  . 

58,150,000 

58,902,000 

59,222,000 

'  59,057,000 

58.563,000 

81.0 

82.3 

82.9 

83.1 

83.2 

M^an  aee  fvears).  .  . . . . 

36.6 

37.8 

38.5 

38.9 

39.1 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration  of  children 

Airasres...  .  _ 

71,557,000 

71,814,000 

71,694,000 

71,288,000 

70,636,000 

Under  5  years, . . : . 

4,633,000 

4,451,000 

4,378,000 

4,346,000 

4,269,000 

‘PuWished  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding:  computed  totals  and  henee  are  not  always  exactly  eqiibl  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 
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Table  D.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  MEDIUM  FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1,  1945,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1980  TO  2000— Continued  . 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

AGE,  AND  SEX 

POPULATION* 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

1980 

1985 

1990 

1995 

2000 

1980 

1985 

1990 

1995 

2000 

TOTAL  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages . 

143,669,000 

143,674,000 

143,131,000 

142,194,000 

140,885,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

9,030,000 

8,675,000 

8,535,000 

8,472,000 

8,324,000 

6.3 

6.0 

6.0 

6,0 

5.9 

9,929,000 

9,470,000 

9,099,000 

8,952,000 

8,886,000 

6.9 

6.6 

6.4 

6,3 

6.3 

10,092,000 

9,912,000 

9,455,000 

9,086,000 

8,940,000 

7.0 

6,9 

6.6 

6.4 

6.3 

9,821,000 

10,067,000 

9,888,000 

9,433,000 

9,065,000 

6.8 

7.0 

6.9 

6.6 

6,4 

9,601,000 

9,782,000 

10,029,000 

9,851,000 

9,397,000 

6.7 

6.8 

7.0 

6.9 

6.7 

9,985,000 

9,555,000 

9,736,000 

9,981,000 

9,806,000 

6.9 

6.7 

6.8 

7.0 

7.0 

10,875,000 

9,925,000 

9,500,000 

9,680,000 

9,925,000 

7,6 

6.9 

6,6 

6.8 

7.0 

35  to  39  years.__ . 

11,681,000 

10,785,000 

9,845,000 

9,424,000 

9,604,000 

8.1 

7.5 

6.9 

6.6 

6.8 

9,361,000 

11,543,000 

10,661,000 

9,734,000 

9,319,000 

6.5 

8,0 

7.4 

6.8 

6.6 

8,718,000 

9,203,000 

11,350,000 

10,484,000 

9,572,000 

6.1 

6.4 

7.9 

7.4 

6.8 

9,367,000 

8,471,000 

8,944,000 

11,031,000 

10,189,000 

6.5 

5.9 

6.2 

7.8 

7.2: 

9,398,000 

8,914,000 

8,062,000 

8,512,000 

10,498,000 

6.5 

6.2 

5.6 

6.0 

7.5. 

8,209,000 

8,639,000 

8.196,000 

7,414,000 

7,828,000 

'  5.7 

6.0 

5.7 

5.2 

5.6 

6,848,000 

7,130,000 

7,503,000 

7,116,000 

6,438,000 

4.8 

5.0 

5.2 

5.0 

4.6 

5,047,000 

5,441,000 

5,670,000 

5,965,000 

5,655,000 

3,5 

3.8 

4.0 

4.2 

4.0 

75  years  and  over . . 

5,706,000 

6,161,000 

6,660,000 

7,059,000 

7,437,000 

4.0 

4.3 

4.7 

6.0 

5.8 

14  years  and  over . . 

116,623,000 

117,623,000 

117,971,000 

117,524,000 

116,530,000 

81.2 

81.9 

82.4 

82.7 

S  82. r 

36.1 

37.1 

37.7 

38.0 

38.2 

Adjusted  for  census 

1 

j 

underenumeration  of  children 

144,159,000 

144,145,000 

143,595,000 

142,654,000 

141,338,000 

9,520,000 

9,146,000 

8,999,000 

8,933,000 

8,776,000 

1 . . . 

Male,  all  ages . . - . 

71,336,000 

71,418,000 

71,244,000 

70,884,000 

70,333,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100,0 

100.0 

1  100.0 

4,626,000 

4,445,000 

4,374,000 

4,342.000 

4,266,000 

6.5 

6.2 

6.1 

6.1 

6.1 

5  to  9  years . . 

5,094,000 

4,859,000 

4,669,000 

4.594.000 

4,561,000 

7.1 

6,8 

6.6 

6.5 

6.5 

10  to  1^  years. . . . . 

5,175,000 

5.084,000 

4,851,000 

4,662,000 

4,588,000 

7.3 

7,1 

6.8 

6.6 

6.5 

15  to  19  years . . ^ . . . 

5,021,000 

5,159,000 

5,069,000 

4,837,000 

4,649,000 

7.0 

7.2 

7.1 

6.8 

6.6 

20  to  24  years . . 

4,914,000 

4,999,000 

5,137,000 

5,048,000 

4,816,000 

6.9 

7.0 

7.2 

7.1 

6.8 

25  to  29  years._ . . . 

5,104,000 

4,887,000 

4,972,000 

5,110,000 

5,021,000 

7.2 

6.8 

7,0 

7.2 

.  7.1 

30  to  34  years.. .  ..  . . . . 

5,549,000 

5,069,000 

4,854,000 

4,939,000 

5,077,000 

7.8 

7.1 

6.8 

7.0 

7.2 

35  to  39  years . . . . 

5,947,000 

5,498,000 

5,022,000 

4,811,000 

4,895,000 

8.3 

7.7 

1  7.0 

6.8 

7,0 

40  to  44  years . . . 

4,740.000 

5,866,000 

5,423,000 

4,957,000 

4,749,000 

6.6 

8.2 

7.6 

7.0 

6.8 

45  to  49  years. _ ....  . ^ 

4,382,000 

4,645,000 

5,750,000 

5,317,000 

4,860,000 

6.1 

6.5 

8.1 

7.5 

6.9 

50  to  54  years. . . 

4,672,000 

4,234,000 

4,489,000 

5,558,000 

5,140,000 

6.5 

5.9 

6.3 

7.8 

7.3 

55  to  50  years .  . . 

4,551,000 

4,401,000 

3,989,000 

4,230,000 

5,237,000 

6.4 

6.2 

5.6 

6.0 

7.4 

60  to  64  years . . 

3,840,000 

4,111,000 

3,977,000 

3,607,000 

3,825,000 

5.4 

5.8 

5.6 

5.1 

5.4 

65  to  69  yeara . . 

3,131,000 

3,251,000 

3,481,000 

3,369,000 

3.056,000 

4.4 

4.6 

4.9 

4.8 

i  4.3 

70  to  74  years. . . 

2,237,000 

2,394,000 

2,487,000 

2,663,000 

2,578,000 

3.1 

3.4 

3.5 

3.8 

3.7 

75  years  and  over . . 

2,352,000 

2,518,000 

2,698,000 

2,841,000 

3,016,000 

3.3 

3.5 

3.8 

4.0 

4.3 

14  years  and  over . 

57,467,000 

58,058,000 

58,340,000 

58,230,000 

57,839,000 

80.6 

81.3 

81.9 

82.1 

82.2 

n.ge  (ypjiTsJ 

35.2 

36.1 

36.7 

37.0 

37.2 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration  of  children 

* 

All  ages__ _ - . 

71,597,000 

71,669,000 

71,491,000 

71,129,000 

70,574,000 

TTnder  .5  yen.rs 

4,887,000 

4,696,000 

4,620,000 

4,587,000 

4,507,000 

Female,  all  ages . 

72,333,000 

72,256,000 

71,887,000 

71,310,000 

70,552,000 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . . . . 

4,403,000 

4,230,000 

4,161,000 

4,130,000 

4,058,000 

6.1 

5.9 

5.8 

5.8 

5.8 

5  to  9  years . . . . 

4,835,000 

4,610,000 

4,429,000 

4,357,000 

4,325,000 

6.7 

6.4 

6.2 

6,1 

6.1 

10  to  14  years. . . 

4,917,000 

4,828,000 

4,604,000 

4,424,000 

4,352,000 

6.8 

6.7 

6.4 

6.2 

6.2 

15  to  19  years. . . 

4,799,000 

4,908,000 

4,819,000 

4.596,000 

4,416,000 

6.6 

6.8 

6.7 

6.4 

6.3 

20  to  24  years.-  . 

4,687,000 

4,783,000 

4,891,000 

4,803,000 

4,581,000 

6.5 

6.6 

6.8 

6.7 

6.5 

25  to  29  years. . . . . 

4,881,000 

4,668,000 

4,764,000 

4,872,000 

4,784,000 

6.7 

6.5 

6.6 

6.8 

6.8 

30  to  34  years...- . 

5,327,000 

4,856,000 

4,645,000 

4,741,000 

4,848,000 

7.4 

6.7 

6.5 

6.6 

6.9 

35  to  39  years _ 

5,734,000 

5,289,000 

4,823,000 

4,614,000 

4,709.000 

7.9 

7.3 

6.7 

6.5 

6.7 

40  to  44  years . . 

4,621,000 

5,677,000 

5,238,000 

4,778,000 

4,570,000 

6.4 

7.9 

7.3 

6.7 

6.5 

45  to  49  years _ _ _ 

4,335,000 

4,558,000 

5,600,000 

6,167,000 

4,713.000 

6.0 

6.3 

7.8 

7.2 

6.7 

50  to  54  years...- . 

4,696,000 

4,237,000 

4,454,000 

5,473,000 

5,050,000 

6.5 

5.9 

6.2 

7.7 

7.2 

55  to  59  years . . 

4,847,000 

4,513,000 

4,072,000 

4,282,000 

5.262,000 

6.7 

6.2 

5.7 

6.0 

7.5 

60  to  64  years _ i. . 

4,369,000 

4,529,000 

4,218,000 

3,807,000 

4,003,000 

6.0 

6.3 

5.9 

5.3 

5.7 

65  to  69  years. . 

3,717,000 

3,879,000 

4,022,000 

3,747,000 

3,382,000 

5.1 

5.4 

5.6 

5.3 

4.8 

70  to  74  years . . . . 

2,810,000 

3,047,000 

3,183,000 

3,301,000 

3,077,000 

3.9 

4.2 

4.4 

4,6 

4.4 

75  years  and  over . . . 

3,354,000 

3,644,000 

3,962,000 

4,218,000 

4,421,000 

4.6 

5.0 

6.6 

5.9 

6.3 

14  years  and  over.... . . . 

59,156,000 

59,565,000 

59,631,000 

59,294,000 

58,691,000 

81.8 

82.4 

83.0 

83.2 

83.2 

Aledian  age  (vears)  ..  . . . 

37.0 

38.1 

38.8 

39.0 

39.2 

Adjusted  for  census 

underenumeration  of  children 

.411  ages 

72,562,000 

72,476,000 

72,104,000 

71,525,000 

70,764,000 

Under  5  years . - . . . 

4,633.000 

4.451,000 

4,378,000 

4.346,000 

4,269,000 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  ronndinfir  computed  totals  and  hence  are  not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color^ 
nativity,  ase,  and  sex. 


112 


FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Table  D.— FORECASTS  OF  THE  POPULATION,  BY  COLOR,  NATIVITY,  AGE,  AND  SEX,  ACCORDING  TO  ASSUMPTIONS 
OF  MEDIUM  FERTILITY  AND  MORTALITY  AND  NO  IMMIGRATION  AFTER  JULY  1,  1915,  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES:  1980  TO  2000— Continued 


COLOR,  NATIVITY, 

AGE,  AND  SEX 

POPULATION  ‘ 

PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 

1980 

1985 

1990 

.1995 

2000 

1980 

1985 

1990 

1995 

2000 

FOREIGN-BOKN  WHITE 

Total,  all  ages .  .  . . 

1,843,000 

1,199,000 

736,000 

425,000 

231,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . . . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years . . . . . 

25  to  29  years . . . 

50  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years  ...  . 

4,000 

• 

0  2 

40  to  44  years . . . . . . 

15,000 

4,000 

0  8 

0  4 

45  to  49  years . . . . . 

28,000 

14,000 

4,000 

1  5 

1  2 

0  6 

50  to  54  years . . . . 

631000 

27; 000 

14,000 

4,000 

3  4 

2.2 

1.9 

1.0 

55  to  59  years . . . 

163,000 

60 ; 000 

25; 000 

I3;000 

4,000 

8.8 

5.0 

3.5 

3.1 

1.7 

60  to  64  years . . . . . 

187,000 

148,000 

54,000 

23,000 

12,000 

10.1 

12.4 

7.4 

5.4 

5.2 

65  to  69  years.. . . . . . . 

294,000 

160,000 

126,000 

46,000 

20,000 

16.0 

13.3 

17.2 

10.9 

8.6 

70  to  74  years . . . . . . 

361,000 

226,000 

123,000 

97,000 

36,000 

19.6 

18.9 

16.7 

22.9 

15.5 

75  years  and  over . 

727,000 

559,000 

388,000 

241,000 

159,000 

39.5 

46.7 

52.8 

56.7 

69.0 

14  vears  and  over . 

1,843,000 

1,199,000 

736,000 

425,000 

231,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Median  age  (years) . . . . 

72.3 

74.1 

75.7 

76.7 

78.3 

Adjusted  for  census 

. 

underenuineration  of  cliUdrtm 

1,843,000 

1,199,000 

736,000 

425.000 

231,000 

Under  5  years .  . . 

Male,  all  ages. . . 

838,000 

536,000 

326,000 

188,000 

103,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years . . . 

5  to  9  years. . . . . . . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years . . . 

20  to  24  years. . 

25  to  29  years . . . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . . . 

2,000 

0  3 

40  to  44  years . 

8,000 

2,000 

0  9 

0  4 

45  to  49  years.  .. . . . J . 

14,000 

8;ooo 

2.000 

17 

1.4 

0.7 

50  to  54  years . . . 

33' 000 

141000 

7,000 

2  000 

3  9 

2  6 

2  3 

1.2 

55  to  59  years . . . . . 

81,000 

31,000 

13,000 

7,000 

2,000 

9.7 

1  5;8 

3.9 

3.7 

2.0 

60  to  64  years  . . 

88,000 

73,000 

28,000 

12,000 

6,000 

10.5 

13.6 

8.5 

6.1 

6.1 

65  to  69  years..., . 

128,000  : 

74,000 

61,000 

23,000 

10,000 

15.2 

13,7 

18.7 

12.3 

9.4 

70  to  74  years . . . 

159,000 

96.000  1 

55,000 

46,000 

18,000 

19.0 

1  17.9 

17.0 

24.4 

17.0 

75  years  and  over . 

324,000 

239,000 

159,000 

98,000 

67,000 

38.7 

j  44.6 

48.8 

52.2 

65.5 

14  years  and  ov'er . 

838,000 

536,000 

326,000 

188,000 

103,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Median  age  (years) . 

72.0 

73.5 

74.7 

75.6 

77.6 

Adjusted  for  census 

under  enumeration  of  children 

.411  ages . . 

838,000 

536,000 

326,000 

188,000 

103,000 

Under  5  years . . . . . . . 

Female,  all  ages . . . 

1,005.000 

663,000 

410,000 

237,000 

128,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

1  100.0 

100.0 

Under  5  years..... . 

5  to  9  years . . 

10  to  14  years . 

15  to  19  years . 

20  to  24  years . 

■ 

25  to  29  years._ . 

30  to  34  years . 

35  to  39  years . . . 

2,000 

0.2 

40  to  44  years . . . 

7,000 

2,000 

0.7 

0.3 

45  to  49  years . . 

14,000 

7,000 

2,000 

lis 

lio 

0.5 

50  to  54  years . . . 

30,000 

13,000 

7,000 

2  000 

3  0 

2_0 

16 

0.9 

55  to  59  years . 

82,000 

29,000 

13,000 

6,000 

2,000 

sii 

414 

s'.i 

2.7 

1.5 

60  to  64  years . 

99,000 

75,000  ; 

27,000 

12,000 

6,000 

9.8 

11.3 

6.5 

4.9 

4.6 

65  to  69  years . 

166,000 

86,000  1 

65,000 

23,000 

10,000 

16.6 

13.0 

15.9 

9.S 

7.9 

70  to  74  years . 

202,000 

130,000 

67,000 

51,000 

18,000 

20.1 

19.7 

16.4 

21.6 

14.2 

75  years  and  over . 

404,000 

320,000 

229,000 

143,000 

92,000 

40.2 

48.3 

55,9 

60.2 

71.8 

14  years  and  over . 

1,005,000 

663,000 

410,000 

237,000 

128,000 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100,0 

100.0 

Median  aee  (years) . 

72.5 

74.6 

76.4 

77.6 

78.9 

Adjusted  for  census 

. 

underenumeration  of  children' 

All  ages . . . 

1,005,000  ; 

663,000 

410,000 

237.000 

128,000 

Under  5  years . . . 

^Published  totals  were  obtained  by  rounding  computed  totals  and  hence  are  not  always  exactly  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  rounded  figures  shown  by  color, 
nativity,  age,  and  sex. 
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